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BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  6y  1861. 


The  following  annual  message  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  punted. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office,  ) 

January  6th,  1851. ) 

To  the  HoTiorable  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  J^Tew  York  : 

Gentlemen  : — Deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the 
high  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  my  fellow-citizens  in 
calling  me  to  the  post  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  great 
city,  I  approach  the  duties,  cares  and  responsibilities  which 
it  devolves  upon  me,  witli  a  diffidence  becoming  my  inez* 
perience. 

Relying,  however,  upon  the  indulgence  of  my  fellow- 
citizens,  for  those  errors  of  judgment  from  which  I  cannot 
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expect  exemption,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  my  station 
with  a  firm  determination  to  administer  the  affairs  of  the 
city  government  so  far  as  my  powers  extend,  with  a  single 
fSye  to  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  the  entire  community, 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  city, 
with  whose  interests  I  have  been  identified  from  my  birth. 

« 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Mayor,  to  communicate,  at 
least  once  in  each  year^and  oftener  if  he  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient,  a  general  statement  of  the  situation  and  condition 
of  the  city  in  relation  to  its  government,  finances  and  im- 
provements. 

I  cannot  claim  (nor  will  it  be  expected  that  I  should  pos- 
)  that  familiarity  with  the  various  departments,  their 


organization,  operation,  &c.,  which  would  enable  me  to 
devote  to  each  that  space  in  a  communication  of  this  nature 
which  their  merits  or  importance  might  seem  to  demand ; 
and  this  is  rendered  partially  unnecessary  by  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinances  organizing  the  various  departments  under 
the  amended  charter,  which  require  that  the  head  of  each 
department  shall  present  to  the  Common  Council  at  the 
commencement  of  each  stated  session,  a  statement  of  the 
condition  and  operations  of  bis  department. 

In  accordance  with  this  requirement,  the  reports  of  the 
beads  of  the  various  departments  of  the  city  government 
will  be  presented  to  your  Honorable  Body  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  your  present  session ;  and  I  shall  hereafter,  if  cir- 
cumstances demand,  communicate  specially  to  you  on  such 
topics  embraced  in  those  reports,  as  may  in  my  judgment 
require  your  consideration. 

I  invite  your  attention  to  the  subjects  which  have  pre- 
sented themselves  to  my  mind  as  worthy  of  your  special 
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notice ;  and  I  do  so  in  the  conviction  that,  although  the 
suggestions  I  may  offer,  may  not  meet  your  entire  concur- 
rence,  the  motives  which  influence  me  in  presenting  them 
will  be  duly  appreciated. 

I  find,  in  looking  over  the  estimates  of  appropriations  to 
be  provided  for  the  current  year,  that,  of  the  total  amount 
to  be  raised  by  tax,  ($2,887,597)  no  less  than  the  sum  of 
$1,441,000  is  for  the  support  of  Mree  departments,  viz : 
Police,  School  and  Alms-house ;  and  over  the  two  latter 
the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  has  no  control 
whatever, — but  is  compelled  by  the  laws  of  the  State  to 
raise  by  taxation  whatever  sums  the  organizations  control- 
ling them  may  see  fit  to  require.     I  trust  that  the  amount 
demanded  for  school  purposes  ($531,000)  will  have  the 
effect  of  directing  to  this  subject  the  attention  of  those  who 
contribute  this  sum  ;  and,  unless  action  is  had  with  refer- 
ence to  placing  in  the  municipal  authorities  some  control 
over  the  expenses  of  this  institution,  they  will  increase  from 
year  to  year,  until,  in  the  end,  there  may  be  a  revulsion  of 
feeling  against  an  organization  so  enormously  expensive, — 
which  may  result  in  serious  injury  to  the  noblest  cause  that 
ever  commanded  the  attention  of  philanthropists,  viz.,  that 
of  Universal  Education.     I  gladly  record  my  acquiescence 
with  the  sentiment,  that  the  best  safeguard  for  the  perpetua- 
tion of  our  republican  institutions  and  character,  is  to  be 
found  in  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  our  land  ;  but  unless  some  check  is  placed 
upon  the  expenditures  for  this  purpose,  the  timie  will  come 
when  that  which  ought  to  be  considered  a  boon,  contrived 
in  wisdom  and  granted  by  philanthropy,  will  be  withheld 
from  those  who  most  need  it. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax  for 
1851  exceeds  that  of  1850  by  $614,308  75  ;  but,  of  this 
amount,  $146,000  is  for  school  purposes,  over  the  amount 
raised  for  the  same  object  in  1850  ;  while  the  sum  of 
$175,000  is  required  to  meet  the  deficiency  of  tax  for  the 
last  year.  But  this  increase  in  the  amount  to  be  raised  is  an 
actual  diminution  in  the  rate  of  taxation ;  and  this  has 
been  effected  partly  by  the  operation  of  the  Tax  Commis- 
sioners, whose  services  have  been  of  the  most  important 
character,  and  in  part  by  the  increased  valuation  of  real 
and  personal  property  in  the  city. 

In  the  report  presented  by  the  Tax  Commissioners,  Nov- 
ember, 1849,  they  point  out  with  great  clearness  and  force 
the  numerous  errors  which  have  crept  into  our  system  of 
taxation  ;  and  it  is  to  their  efforts  we  owe  the  addition  of 
about  seventeen  millions  of  dollars  to  the  taxable  property 
of  this  city. 

The  inquiries  commenced  by  these  gentlemen  have  been 
prosecuted  with  commendable  zeal  and  perseverance,  and 
will,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  result  in  further  and  substan- 
tial benefit  to  the  city. 

With  an  earnest  recommendation  for  the  exercise  of  the 
roost  stringent  economy  in  every  department  of  the  city 
government,  carefully  avoiding  all  unnecessary  and  experi- 
mental expenditures,  I  leave  the  subject  of  the  finances  of 
the  city,  to  the  wisdom,  prudence  and  discretion  of  your 
Honorable  Body,  believing  that  the  strongest  argument  I 
can  offer  in  favor  of  all  ^'  measures  of  retrenchment  and 
reform,"  will  be  found  in  the  annexed  statement  of  the 
indebtedness  of  the  city,  which  has  been  furnished  to  me 
by  the  Comptroller. 
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Stocks  and  Securities  held  by  the  Commissioner 9  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  /or  the  Redemption  of  City  Debt. 
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^ 

$3,370,015  00 

Permanent  City  Debt  redeemable  from  the  Sinking  Fund* 
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Funded  Debt  Redeemable  from  Taxation. 
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5,000  00 
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$315,000  00 


CROTON   AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT. 


It  is  a  source  of  pleasure  to  me  to  congratulate  my  fel- 
low citizens  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  the  oper- 
ations of  this  department  under  its  present  organization. 
The  scale  of  rates  adopted  by  your  Honorable  Body,  based 
upon  estimates'submitted  by  the  President  of  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Board,  has  operated  as  beneficially  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  department  as  its  warmest  friends  could  have 
desired.  The  receipts  of  water  rents,  from  May,  1850,  to 
January,  1851,  will  amount  to  nearly  $450,000,  not  vary- 
ing essentially  from  the  estimates  presented  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year.  The  experience  acquired  in  the 
collection  of  this  amount,  may  render  some  modification 
and  a  readjustment  in  some  of  the  rates  necessary  and  ex- 
pedient;  but  as  this  subject  will  doubtless  be  fully  presented 
to  your  consideration  in  the  forthcoming  report  from  this 
department,  I  do  not  feel  called  on  to  oflfer  any  suggestions 
on  this  head,  preferring  to  confide  on  the  judgment  and  ex- 
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perience  of  those  more  intimately  connected  and  acquainted 
with  the  operations  of  the  department  than  myself. 

I  have  heen  informed  that  the  condition  of  the  aqueduct, 
and  of  all  the  works  connected  with  it,  from  the  Croton 
river  to  the  city,  is  entirely  satisfactory  ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  this  stupendous  work — the  greatest  achieve- 
ment of  the  kind  in  this  or  any  other  country,  in  modern 
times — will  continue  to  fulfil,  for  ages  to  come,  all  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  constructed.  In  the  Bureau  of  Pipes 
and  Sewers,  a  very  large  amount  of  work  has  been  accom- 
plished during  the  past  season  ;  of  the  former^  street  mains 
to  the  extent  of  eight-and-a-quarter  miles  have  been  laid, 
varying  in  size  from  six  to  thirty -six  inches;  and  of  sewers, 
there  have  been  built  more  than  ten  miles. 

A  more  equitable  mode  of  apportioning  the  charges  for 
building  sewers  is  most  desirable ;  and,  in  my  judgment,  a 
radical  change  in  the  system  of  payments  to  contractors 
would  meet  with  very  general  favor.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  the  contractor  is  not  entitled  to  payment  until  the 
amount  assessed  is  collected.  One  consequence  is,  that  in 
contracts  of  any  magnitude,  competition  is  confined  to  a  few 
wealthy  individuals,  who  keep  up  prices  by  a  system  of 
combination,  from  which  those  less  wealthy  are  excluded, 
and  by  means  of  which  the  tax  payers  are  burthened.  To 
this  IS  to  be  added  the  unnecessary  expense  attendant  upon 
the  collection  of  assessments,  recently  pointed  out  in  a  re- 
port from  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  and  which  I 
commend  to  the  earnest  consideration  of  your  Honorable 
Body. 

A  remedy  which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  as  perfectly 
practicable,  is  to  adopt  the  system  pursued  in  reference  to 
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canals  and  railroads,  viz  :  paying  the  contractors  by  instal- 
ments, as  the  work  progresses,  reserving  say  ten  or  fifteen 
per  cent,  to  cover  all  deficiencies,  and  to  meet  any  penalty 
which  may  have  been  incurred  by  reason  of  failure  to  fulfil 
any  of  the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  while  the  interest  on 
these  payments  could,  with  great  propriety,  be  charged 
upon  the  assessments.  Contractors  would  thus  avoid  the 
usury  now  paid  for  loans  to  enable  them  to  meet  their  pay- 
ments and  complete  their  work,  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
slow  process  of  collecting  the  assessments ;  while  the  system 
would  open  the  door  to  the  less  wealthy  but  industrious 
workman,  who  is  now  shut  out  in  consequence  of  his  ina- 
bility to  command  the  necessary  pecuniary  resources. 

Experience  seems,  thus  far,  to  have  proved  the  wisdom 
of  the  plan  by  which  the  construction  of  sewers  was  placed 
under  the  direction  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department. 
Formerly  this  duty 'was  entrusted  entirely  to  the  supervision 
of  inspectors  and  superintendents,  who,having  little  practical 
knowledge  of  the  proper  modes  of  constructing  sewers,  had 
few  scruples  in  giving  certificates  for  almost  any  kind  of 
work;  and  the  city  was,  in  consequence,  frequently  called 
on  to  pay  large  sums  for  the  repairs  of  sewers,  soon  after 
their  completion  by  the  contractor. 

At  present,  the  sewers  are  built  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Board  ;  and  while 
improvements  of  essential  vahie  have  been  introduced,  the 
cost  of  construction  has  been  materially  diminished. 

Another  and  important  change  with  reference  to  the 
building  of  sewers  suggests  itself  to  my  mind  ;  and  I  would 
submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  department  which  has 
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the  power  to  carry  it  into  operation.  The  specification  of 
all  contracts  now  niade,  require  that  the  contractors  shall 
pay  the  expenses  of  the  inspector  for  all  the  time  he  may 
be  employed  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  fixed  in  the 
contract  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  I  recommend 
the  abolition  of  this  trifling  penalty,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  for 
every  day  of  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  work,  as 
stipulated  by  the  contract,  the  imposition  of  a  penalty  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  stimulate  to  increased  exertions; 
the  penalty  to  be  rigidly  exacted,  except  in  cases  of  extra- 
ordinary and  unforeseen  difficulties,  to  be  determined  by 
the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Board. 

It  is  the  practice  now,  for  contractors  to  complete  the 
whole  of  the  sewer  under  contract,  before  relaying  any 
of  the  pavement  on  the  line  of  the  street.  When  this  is 
finished,  they  return  and  lay  down  the  culverts  and  repave 
the  street.  By  this  time,  the  inhabitants  on  the  line  of  the 
sewer  commence  making  their  connections;  and  not  only 
is  the  street,  for  the  entire  length  of  the  sewer,  kept  in  a 
dirty  and  almost  impassable  condition  for  months,  but  the 
sewer  is  injured  by  breaking  holes  for  the  insertion  of  the 
connection  pipes. 

To  avoid  this,  I  would  suggest  that  in  future  contracts 
provision  be  made  for  carrying  the  connections,  as  the  sewer 
is  built,  under  the  curb-stones,  for  such  houses  as  may  have 
required  them  ;  and  I  would  make  the  price  demanded  for 
the  privilege  of  making  a  connection  with  any  sewer  here- 
after to  be  built,  after  it  is  completed,  double  that  for  the 
same  privilege  while  the  sewer  is  in  course  of  construction. 
This  would  not  operate  injuriously  upon  any  person;  for 
every  resident  or  owner  on  the  line  of  a  street  where  a 
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sewer  is  in  process  of  construction,  can  avail  himself  as  well 
of  the  privilege  of  making  his  connection  while  the  sewer 
progresses,  as  after  it  is  finished,  and  the  additional  price  for 
B  connection  after  a  sewer  is  completed,  would  induce  all 
or  nearly  all  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  at  the  re- 
duced rate,  and  with  the  least  inconvenience  to  themselves 
and  their  neighbors. 

POLICE     DEPARTMEITT. 

I  shall  look  to  the  policemen  as  guardians  of  the  public 
health,  for  it  is  their  duty  to  see  that  all  ordinances  for  the 
preservation  of  the  sanatory  condition  of  the  city,  are  rigidly 
enforced,  and  to  compel  obedience  to  all  laws  enacted  for 
the  comfort,  convenience  or  safety  of  the  citizens. 

I  desire  to  have  the  members  of  this  department  impress- 
ed with  a  sense  of  the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  their 
position,  as  agents  of  the  government  to  whom  is  entrust- 
ed the  execution  of  the  laws.  I  would  have  the  appoint- 
ments made,  so  that  the  policemen  of  New  York,  individ- 
ually and  collectively,  may  be  regarded  as  examples  of 
sobriety,  in(egrity,  fidelity  and  intelligence.  To  insure 
this  shall  be  my  aim ;  and  I  rely  upon  the  hearty  co-opera- 
tion, not  only  of  your  Honorable  Body,  but  of  every  citizen 
who  hus  the  welfare  of  the  department,  and  the  interest  of 
the  city  at  heart. 

To  eflfect  this,  however,  the  most  rigid  discipline  must 
be  maintained  in  the  department.  The  most  scrupulous 
observance  of  the  wise  regulations  laid  down  by  my  prede- 
cessors, must  be  exacted,  and  each  member  of  the  force 
must  be  held  to  the  strictest  personal  accountability  for  the 
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fiiithful  discharge  of  every  duty  assigned  to  him.  With- 
out discipline,  the  nine  hundred  men  composing  the  depart- 
ment, would  be  worse  than  useless  for  (he  purposes  of  de- 
tection or  prevention  of  crime,  and  our  city  would  become 
again,  as  it  has  been,  a  resort  of  thieves,  burglars  and  in- 
cendiaries, who  would  practice  their  crimes  without  fear  of 
molestation.  The  term  of  office  of  policemen  being  now 
extended  to  four  years,  a  greater  inducement  is  held  out 
for  good  behavior,  while  the  policemen  are  rendered  more 
independent  and  further  removed  from  political  or  sec- 
tional influences.  They  will  thus  be  made  to  feel  that  the 
greatest  security  they  can  have  for  their  retention  in  office, 
will  be  found  in  their  zeal,  fidelity  and  energy  in  the  dis- 
chai^e  of  their  duties.  As  the  regular  semi-annual  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Police  has  been  recently  submitted  to  your 
Honorable  Body,  I  shall  not  notice  lis  details  further,  than 
to  invite  your  attention  to  its  suggestions  for  providing  a 
police  organization,  without  increasing  the  number  of  po- 
licemen in  the  department  on  the  division  of  wards,  or  the 
expense  to  the  city ;  and  this  measure  I  deem  practicable 
as  well  as  desirable. 

WHARVES  AND  PIERS. 

The  management  of  the  Wharves  and  Piers,  is  a  sub- 
ject which  merits  at  the  hands  of  your  Honorable  Body, 
the  most  serious  consideration,  as  well  in  view  of  the  great 
amount  invested  in  them,  as  from  their  intimate  connection 
with  the  best  interests  of  our  city. 

New  York  is,  by  its  position,  the  great  emporium  of  the 
Western  world,  the  very  heart  of  commerce,  whose  pulsa- 
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tions  are  felt  and  responded  to,  in  every  section  of  oar 
wide-spread  Union.  But  we  must  not  rely  solely  upon  its 
natural  advantages,  which  make  our  city  pre-eminent  in 
the  inducements  it  offers  to  commercial  enterprise.  It  is 
not  enough  that  we  should  provide  wharves  and  piers  to 
accommodate  our  fleets  of  sailing  vessels.  We  should  also 
provide  accommodation  for  the  ocean  steamers,  the  number 
of  which  hns  increased  with  a  rapidity  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  the  world. 

And  I  cannot  more  forcibly  illustrate  the  immense  in- 
crease of  our  maritime  intercourse  with  foreign  countries, 
than  by  presenting  the  following  statement  of  the  amount 
of  tonnage  employed  in  foreign  trade. 

FOREIGN  TONNAGE 

1840.  1850 

No.  of  vessels. ••       2.048        No.  of  vessels .. .       3.233 

Tons 570.425        Tons 1.178.598 

Men  employed..       23.08        Men  employed. •     45.359 

The  coasting  trade  employs  three  hundred  times  as  many 
vessels  and  tonnage  as  the  foreign  ;  and  the  increase  of  the 
latter  in  the  past  year,  has  been  about  the  same  as  that 
above  exhibited  of  the  former. 

New  York  should  not  only  afford  the  most  ample,  but 
should  provide  the  most  convenient  and  the  best  arranged 
wharf  accommodations  to  be  found  in  any  commercial  port, 
as  no  one  can  doubt  that  this  city  owes  its  wealth,  prosper- 
ity and  reputation  to  the  commercial  enterprise  of  its  mer- 
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chaDts.  I  think  therefore,  that  no  objection  should  be 
made  to  any  expenditure  within  the  bounds  of  reason,  hav- 
ing in  view  the  continuation  and  increase  of  the  commercial 
pros|)erity  of  the  city.  But  there  is  yet  another  aspect  in 
which  this  matter  must  be  viewed,  and  which  I  cannot,  as 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city,  permit  myself  to  overlook. 

While  then  we  owe  it  to  the  commercial  character  of 
our  city  to  provide  the  very  best  accommodations  which 
science  and  experience  can  suggest,  it  is  due  to  the  city  of 
New  York  that  some  return  shouId.be  made  for  the  1'  /*  ••- 
amounts  annually  expended  in  this  department.    .  *         ^n- 
that  every  advantage  offered  in  the  way  of  si  ^his 

rangements  for  facilitating  the  lading  and  dischf  fectly 

goes  at  our  wharves,  finds  its  return  in  increased  i  ^o  the 

but  the  city  'treasury  is  in  no  wise  benefited  the.  ^  ?•*- 
perceive  that  among  the  appropriations  asked  for  am 
by  your  Honorable  Body  for  tlie  current  year,  is  the  s 
1260,000,  for  Wharves  and  Piers  ;  $140,000  of  w^-ilations 
for  new  work,  and  the  balance,  $110,000,  for  the  ay^^^^on  ; 
tion  of  a  bulkhead  at  Gansevoort  street,  besides  a'^^^'^^°^ 
sum  of  $50,000,  for  repairs.     In  addition  to  this,  resoliSKT  ™*" 

• 

have  passed  the  Common  Council,  in  favor  of  making  appli?^ 
cation  to  the  legislature,  for  authority  to  issue  bonds  to  the 
extent  of  $500,000,  to  be  used  as  occasion  may  require  for 
the  department  of  Wharves  and  Piers.  If  this  shall  pass 
the  legislature,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  occasions 
will  soon  present  themselves  for  the  expenditure  of  this 
amount. 

Large  as  is  the  amount  called  for  under  this  head,  I 
should  not  feel  justified  in  advancing  a  single  objection,  if 
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at  the  time  when  we  were  preparing  to  enter  upon  tuch 
expenditures,  there  was  any  reason  to  suppose  that  the  city 
would  derive  any  corresponding  benefit.  It  is  an  acknow* 
leilged  fact,  however,  that  next  to  the  markets,  the  wharves 
and  piers  of  our  city  are  the  most  unproductive  of  all  itM 

property the  revenue  derived  from  them  not  exceeding  2 

or  21  per  cent,  on  their  valuation — and  this  exclusive  of 

the  large  sums  annually  expende-****  keep  itti^iu  fli  jBipair, 

It  would  seem  to  me,  thp-^^t  ^  be  the  part  of  wisdom, 

while  making  urr-^^^on*  fo^  8"^^  great  expenditures, 

'>Aaa  provide  '^  ^^  V^^^  means  of  deriving  something  like 

crease  of  o;^""^^^  revenue  from  them.     I  know  of  no  other 

than  bv  or/^'^'*  ^^'^  ^^^  ^  accomplished,  than  by  the  im- 

of  tonnaire'^^  ^  small  wharf-tax  on  all  goods  landed  on  the 

and  piers  belonging  to  the  city.     The  nature  of 

.,  its  amount,  the  modes  of  collection,  &c.,  are  sub- 

for  reflection  and  consideration  ;  but  the  principle  is 

,  against  the  immediate  adoption  of  which  I  cannot  see 

No.  of  ^"^J^^^'^^^*     '^^^^  tax  would  necessarily  be  so  small, 

fQiis,^  jt  would  not  in  any  perceptible  degree  enhance  the 

Men  e*-  ^^  ^^y  c^rticle  of  merchandize ;  and  the  parly  most 

^cerested,  viz  :  the  consumer,  would  not  be  at  all  affected 

by  its  operation. 

Unless  this,  or  some  other  provision  having  the  same  end 
in  view,  is  adopted,  I  trust  that  the  Legislature  will  not 
be  called  on  to  authorize  the  enormous  expenditure  of  half 
a  million  of  dollars,  the  interest  of  which  must  be  raised  by 
direct  taxation,  in  a  department  whose  revenues  are  now  so 
very  insignificant. 

But  if  the  above  views  should  not  meet  the  concurrence 
of  the  Common  Council,  I  desire  then  to  consider  the  ex- 
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pediency  of  selling  immediately  all  the  wharves  and  piers 
now  owned  by  the  city,  and  permitting  them  to  be  managed 
by  private  individuals.  It  is  well  known  that  the  wharves 
and  piers  owned  by  private  parties,  yield  a  much  larger 
revenue  than  those  owned  by  the  city  ;  and  it  is  not  be- 
cause they  are  more  commodious,  better  arranged,  or  more 
wisely  adapted  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  con- 
structed. It  is  simply  because  they  are  prudently  managed ; 
and  unless  the  public  wharves  and  piers  can  be  made  to  ^ 
produce  a  revenue  in  some  measure  adequate  to  their 
value,  and  the  sums  yearly  expended  on  them,  the  sooner 
the  city  parts  with   them   the  better.     We  shall  therebi^ 

/Old  an  annual  taxation  of  some  $200,000,  and  the  cxtrt<|^jg 
ordinary  expenditures  of  millions  for  building  new  wharr    j 
and  extending  and  repairing  old  ones,  with  the  certain!      ^^ 
deriving  no  corresponding  benefit.  i 

THOROUGHFARES. 

A?  to  the  subject  of  obstructions  in  the  great  tho?*^'*^*®^^ 
fares,  various  propositions  for  obtaining  relief,  (F-^ation ; 
special  reference  to  Broadway,)  have  comma nd('^^^*^®°^ 
attention  and  consideration  of  many  of  my  predecessr^^S  ™*" 
baye  very  recently  been  under  consideration  in  one  ^  tlnion 

of  the  city  councils.  ^^  ^  ^' 

iterials ; 
Without  going  at  all  into  the  merits  of  the  various  ^Ives  of 

sures  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  Honorable  Body,  >  q^. 

widening  and  extending  streets,  construciing  railroads,  SlO^^^ 

I  beg  leave  briefly  to  submit  some  views  upon  this  subject, 

which,   from  their  practicability  and   probably  successful 

operation,  seem   to  me  worthy  of  attentive  and  favorable 

consideration.     I  am  free  to  admit,  that  no  propositions 
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which  have  ^yet  been  put  forward,  and  no  suggestions 
which  have  presented  themselves  to  my  mind,  promise  the 
same  measure  of  relief  as  would  be  gained  by  the  opening 
of  a  new  avenue  on  the  western  side  of  (and  in  close  prox- 
imity to)  Broadway.  As  I  am  not  particularly  acquainted 
with  the  details  of  the  several  plans  which  have  been 
brought  forward,  having  this  end  in  view,  I  confine  myself 
to  a  plan  which,  while  it  involves  no  expense,  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  any  objections  on  the  score  of  impracticability. 
Every  measure  heretofore  proposed,  so  far  as  my  informa- 
tion extends,  would  be  only  prospective  in  its  operation,  as 
much  time  must  necessarily  be  consiimed  in  the  completion. 
T^ur  first  aim  should  be  to  provide  immediate  and  temporary 

^    asures  of  relief. 
of  U. 

Inhere  is  little  doubt  that  a  great  majority  of  the  com- 

in  is  of  obstructions  in  Broadway,  arise  from  the  number 

omnibuses  constantly  passing  to  and  fro,  especially  in 

^      '  part  of  the  street  lying  south  of  the  Park ;  and  it  is 

rp  *     .00  much  to  say  that,  at  tiroes  during  each  day,  it  is 

^         tsible  for  pedestrians  to  cross  Broadway  south  of  Vesey 

.  except  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  life  or  limbs. 

,      .this  state  of  things  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  omni- 

,  is,  in  my  judgment,  undeniable  ;  and  I  would  there- 

U'submit  the  propriety  of  compelling  all  the  lines  of 

in  libuses  now  running  to  points  south  of  Vesey  street,  to 

bop  at  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Park,  permitting  only 

one  line  to  run  to  each  of  the  ferries,  Fulton,  South  and 

Jersey  city,  at  reduced  rates  of  fare,  or  under  a  system  of 

exchange-tickets;   the  latter  of  which  would  probably  be 

most  generally  acceptable,  and  could  be  put  into  practical 

operation,  if  the  lines  below  Vesey  street   were  owned 
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jointly  by  the  proprietors  of  the  other  lines  terminating  at 
the  Park  ;  or,  the  same  object  might  be  effected  by  permit- 
ting only  three  or  four  stages  of  each  line  whose  terminus 
is  at  the  Battery,  to  pass  below  Vesey  street.  I  am  aware 
that  in  the  granting  of  licenses  for  omnibuses,  the  Mayor 
has  the  power  to  designate  or  alter  the  direction  of  a  route 
asked  for,  as  well  as  the  number  of  stages  for  each  line ; 
but  before  acting  definitely  in  a  matter  affecting  the  inte- 
rest of  so  many  of  our  fellow  citizens,  I  should  prefer  to 
have  the  judgment  and  opinion  of  the  Common  Council, 
the  members  of  which,  from  their  experience  in  such  mat- 
ters and  from  daily  intercourse  with  their  immediate  con- 
stituents, are  familiar  with  their  wants  and  wishes.  This 
plan  has  commended  itself  to  my  judgment  as  perfectly 
feasible;  and  it  would,  if  carried  into  operation, relieve  the 
lower  part  of  the  city  to  an  extent  fully  answering  all  pre- 
sent complaints. 

Important  changes  should  be  made  in  the  regulations 
respecting  buildings  in  the  course  of  erection  or  alteration  ; 
and  as  a  first  step,  I  would  urge  the  immediate  enactment 
of  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the  deposit  of  any  building  ma- 
terials whatever  in  the  street  in  Broadway  from  Union 
square  to  the  Battery.  The  law  now  allows  a  party  to  oc- 
cupy one  third  of  the  carriage-way  with  building  materials ; 
and  it  frequently  occurs  that  parties  availing  themselves  of 
this  permission  deposit  a  great  portion  of  the  materials  ne- 
cessary for  the  building,  in  the  street,  before  a  single  other 
step  has  been  taken  for  its  erection.  In  some  cases,  large 
piles  of  bricks,  stone,  &c.,  have  remained  untouched  for 
months,  when,  had  the  comfort  or  convenience  of  our  citi- 
zens been  consulted,  or  the  true  construction  of  the  law  ad- 
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hered  to,  all  might  have  remained  at  their  original  place 
of  deposit  until  required  for  the  building.  The  great  in- 
justice and  inconvenience  arising  from  this  practice  have 
been  manifested  on  occasions  where  two  buildings  have 
been  in  the  course  of  erection  immediately  opposite  to  each 
other. 

Instead,  therefore,  of  permitting  builders  to  occupy  the 
carriage-way  with  their  bricks,  stones,  &c.,  I  would  allow 
them  to  enclose  one  half  of  the  side-walk  with  a  strong 
board  fence,  having  a  gate  or  opening,  through  which  the 
materials  might  be  carried,  and  which  might  be  securely 
locked  at  night.  If  restricted  to  this,  no  more  materials 
would  be  brought  than  could  be  deposited  within  this  en- 
closure, wliile  a  sufficient  quantity  could  be  brought  and 
kept  for  daily  use.  This  would  involve  a  trifling  additional 
outlay,  but  not  to  be  considered  as  presenting  any  objec- 
tions that  should  weigh  against  the  manifest  advantages 
which  would  be  derived  by  the  community,  nor  to  be 
deemed  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of  the  recipients  of  the 
enormous  rents  now  derived  by  owners  of  property  on 
Broadway.  I  cannot  but  expect  that  both  of  the  above 
plans  will  encounter  opposition  ;  but  where  the  comfort 
and  convenience  of  the  great  majority  of  our  citizens  are  at 
stake,  I  trust  that  no  considerations  of  a  personal  nature 
will  be  permitted  to  operate  prejudicially  to  measures  wliit^h 
seem  to  be  perfectly  feosible,  and  which  involve  no  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  city.  These,  with  the  proper  regu- 
lation of  all  public  and  private  conveyances,  which  I  shall 
instruct  the  policemen  to  see  rigidly  enforced,  will,  I  am 
confident,  relieve  Broadway  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render 
any  further  and  expensive  measures  unnecessary,  at  least 
for  some  time  to  come. 
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Id  this  connection,  I  would  invite  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  amending  the  ordinance  regulating  the  build- 
ing of  vaults  and  cellars,  by  compelling  the  ownera  or 
builders  to  enclose  the  open  space  with  a  secure  fence,  and 
to  place  a  plank  foot-path  wilh  a  hand- rail  for  pedestrians. 

This  plan,  as  well  as  that  of  enclosing  a  portion  of  the 
side- walk  for  the  deposit  of  building  materials  for  houses  in 
course  of  erection  or  alteration,  has  been  in  successful  ope- 
ration in  London  and  in  many  of  the  largr  European  cities ; 
and  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  same  sue-  ^ 
cess  would  attend  their  introduction  here. 

MARKETS. 

It  has  long  been  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  I  am  con- 
strained to  admit,  with  much  show  of  foundation,  that  no 
portion  of  the  city  property  is  so  unproductive  as  the  mar- 
kets. I  learn  from  the  report  of  the  efficient  Commissioner 
of  Streets  and  Lamps,  submitted  to  your  Honorable  Body, 
November,  1849,  that  of  all  the  markets  in  the  city,  there 
was  but  one  which  produced  any  revenue  over  and  above 
the  expenses  of  conducting  it  and  keeping  it  in  repair,  there 
being  actual  losses  to  the  city,  on  all  others,  of  annual  sums 
varying  from  $300  to  $2000.  This  is  unfortunately  not  a 
new  slate  of  things  ;  and  the  more  urgent  is  therefore  the 
necessity  for  the  immediate  adoption  of  some  remedial  mea- 
sures either  by  selling  all  the  markets,  the  proceeds  of 
which  would  go  into  the  sinking  fund,  and  thus  only  indi- 
rectly benefit  the  city,  or  by  new  regulations  which  will 
produce  a  revenue  equal  at  least  to  the  expenses  annually 
incurred  for  their  support  I  may  add,  in  this  connection, 
that  I  learn  from  the  officer  at  the  bead  of  this  department, 
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that  the  revenue  has  slightly  increased  during  the  past  year, 
but  that  it  falls  yet  far  short  of  meeting  actual  expenses. 
The  propriety  of  selling  the  markets,  and  indeed  all  other 
city  property,  has  warm  advocates,  while  the  opponents  of 
the  plan  are  not  less  zealous  in  urging  their  objections.  I 
am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  feel  myself  justified  in  any  special  recommendation 
as  to  the  propriety  or  policy  of  adopting  or  rejecting  either 
proposition  ;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  urging  upon  your 
Honorable  Body  a  careful  revision  of  all  the  laws  affecting 
the  markets,  as  well  as  the  other  city  property  which  is 
alike  unproductive,  and  the  adoption  of  such  a  system  as 
shall  secure  the  city  treasury  from  tiie  large  annual  losses  it 
now  sustains.  I  would  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps  above  men- 
tioned for  more  full  information  on  this  subjecr,  in  which 
the  evils  and  disadvantages  of  the  system  now  in  operation 
are  plainly  and  forcibly  set  forth,  and  the  losses  annually 
sustained  by  the  city  clearly  exhibited.  His  experience 
will  enable  him  to  present  useful  and  valuable  suggestions; 
and  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  forthcoming  report  from  that 
officer,  will  embody  views  and  propositions  as  to  the  regula- 
tions of  the  markets,  &c.,  which  will  receive  your  earnest 
consideration . 

The  complaints  against  the  continuance  of  slaughter- 
houses in  the  populous  parts  of  the  city,  now  of  many  years 
standing,  have  in  no  wise  abated,  and  for  the  sufficient  rea- 
son that  no  remedy  has  been  adopted  for  the  evil.  The 
plan  of  erecting  abattoirs  after  the  mod(»l  of  those  in  the 
suburbs  of  Paris,  has  been  submittccl  and  urged  by  many  of 
my  predecessors  with  an  ability  which  leaves  me  nothing 
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to  add  on  the  subject.  I  desire  to  state,  however,  that  I 
yield  my  hearty  concurrence  to  the  plans  proposed,  the  ne- 
cessity for  which  is  too  apparent  to  require  comment:  and 
I  trust  that  nothing  will  prevent  some  one  of  the  measures 
of  relief  heretofore  proposed  from  bein^  carried  into  practi- 
cal operation  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  in  view  of  the 
magnitude  of  the  interests  involved. 

CLEANING  STREETS. 

Perhaps  no  department  of  the  city  government  has  re- 
ceived more  attention  at  the  hands  of  the  municipal  autho- 
rities than  that  of  "  cleaning  streets  ;"  nor  can  I  recall  any 
to  which  public  notice  has  been  drawn  with  more  persever- 
ing energy.  The  obvious  reason  for  this  is  to  be  found  in 
the  fact,  that  every  member  of  tliQ  community  has  a  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  matter.  Many  experiments  have  been 
made  as  to  the  best  and  most  economical  method  of  per- 
forming this  important  work  ;  but  I  believe  I  echo  the  sen- 
timents of  every  citizen,  in  according  my  commendation  to 
the  system  now  in  operation,  viz  :  That  of  having  the 
streets  cleaned  by  the  city  authorities.  The  very  large 
sums  annually  expended  in  tliis  department  ought,  in  my 
judgment,  to  be  amply  sufficient  to  keep  the  streets  tho- 
roughly cleaned  ;  and  while  I  am  well  assured  that  tax- 
payers, and  all  others  interested,  would  not  object  to  any 
expenditure  within  reasonable  limits,  for  this  purpose,  I 
am  equally  assured  that  no  system,  however  economical  it 
might  se^m  to  be,  would  afford  satisfaction  unless  the  work 
was  thoroughly  performed. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  practice  to  cause  the  large  tho- 
roughfares to  be  scrupulously  cleaned,  while  scarcely  any 
attention  is  paid  to  the  smaller  and  less  frequented,  but 
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most  densely  populated  streets  in  the  city.  The  general 
supervision  and  cleaning  of  the  streets  is  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  a  po- 
liceman being  specially  detailed  in  each  ward  as  inspector  ; 
and  so  far  as  the  police  are  at  all  connected  with  the  opera- 
tions of  this  important  department,  I  trust  they  will  be 
found  fulfilling  their  whole  duty.  The  practice  of  neglect- 
ing the  minor,  but  most  densely  populated  streets,  is  not 
only  grievously  wrong,  and  manifestly  unjust  to  those  re- 
siding therein,  but  is  absohitely  detrimental  to  ihe  health 
of  the  city  ;  for  it  is  an  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  accu- 
mulation of  dirt  in  the  narrow  streets,  inhabited  generally 
by  the  poorer  class  of  our  citizens,  invariably  generates  dis- 
ease ;  and  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  or  contagious 
diseases,  experience  has  demonstrated  that  the  ratio  of  mor- 
tality in  these  locations  is  much  greater  than  in  any  other 
portions  of  the  city,  no  matter  what  may  be  the  character 
of  the  population.  That  our  streets  can  be  kept  clean  has 
been  demonstrated,  on  occasions  when  our  city  has  been 
threatened  or  visitrd  by  an  epidemic;  and  our  citizens,  who 
cheerfully  submitted  to  be  taxed  for  the  heavy  expendi- 
tures of  this  department,  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the 
streets  shall  always  be  rnairtained  in  such  a  condition  ; 
that  no  extraordinary  exertions  shall  be  again  required  to 
meet  any  similar  emergency. 

But  wliilo  the  authorities  are  ready  and  willing  to  per- 
form {•'*  '\  '  :  '^r  power  for  the  attainment  of  an  end  so  de- 
siral)]'\  I  •  cirorl:  must  be  unavailing  unless  they  are  sus- 
tnined  by  se  co-operations  of  our  citizens  in  observing 
:.»:.  -illy  tlie  ordinances  providing  against  the  throwing  of 
|j;u!.  .j^-e,  &c.,  into  the  street;  and  I  trust  that  the  proper 
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officers  will  enforce,  to  the  extreme  of  the  law,  the  penal- 
ties imposed  for  the  violation  of  these  sahitary  regulations. 
I  understand  that  complaint  is  made  that  parties  complained 
of  for  violating  these  ordinances,  and  arrested  hy  police- 
men, are  so  frequently  discharged  without  any  punishment 
whatever  beyond  a  brief  reprimand,  that  the  officers  be- 
come discouraged,  and  hesitate  to  perform  again  the  dis- 
agreeable but  important  duty  of  reporting  or  arresting  par- 
ties guilty  of  similar  offences.  If  these  complaints  arr  v  •  i- 
founded,  and  the  arrests  justly  made,  great  injustice  is  cionj 
not  only  to  the  officers,  who  are  held  respond  'ie  for  the 
proper  and  faithful  discharge  of  their  drty,  hit  .ilsotothc 
city,  for  whose  benefit  these  wise  regulations  \v  Tamed, 
the  observance  of  which  is  so  necessary  to  tlie  health  and 
comfort  of  our  citizens. 

PAVEMENTS. 

The  subject  of  Pavements,  with  special  reference  to  the 
great  thoroughfares,  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  authorities  with  a  view  to  some  radical  change  as  well 
in  the  system  as  the  manner  of  laying  them  down  ;  and 
various  plans  have  been  submitted,  having  those  ends  in 
view.  Some  experiments  have  been  made,  and  in  nearly 
all  cases  the  object,  sought  to  be  obtained,  viz.,  peniumency, 
evenness  of  surface,  and  reasonable  econouKV,  have  not 
been  secured. 

It  is  a  niatter  of  frequent  and  just  complaint  that  the 
great  thoroughfares  are  almost  constantly  obstructed  at  some 
point  by  repairs  to  the  pavements  which  are  in  progress, 
and  such  must  continue  to  be  the  case  until  the  cobble-stone 
pavement  can  be  replaced  by  some  more  durable  and  ser- 
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viceable.  With  reference  to  the  pavement  laid  in  Broad- 
way, from  Chambers  to  Morris  street,  at  a  very  great 
expense,  it  presents  undoubtedly  many  advantages  over 
all  others  yet  tested  ;  but  it  is  not  free  from  defects.  It  is 
exceedingly  expensive,  and  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  where  it  has  become  necessary  to  take  up  any  portion, 
it  cannot  be  relaid  with  the  same  evenness  of  surface.  It 
is  also  constantly  wearing  smoother,  and  accidents  by  the 
falling  of  horses  from  this  cause  are  of  daily  occurrence. 
I  am  informed  by  parties  well  acquainted  with  the  subject 
that  if  the  size  of  the  blocks  could  be  reduced  one-half, 
this  defect  would  doubtless  be  remedied  ;  but  this,  I  learn, 
cannot  be  accomplished  without  adding  largely  to  the 
expense,  which  is  now  much  greater  than  for  any  other 
species  of  pavement. 

But  while  presenting  these  objections  to  this  pavement, 
(and  they  have  long  been  the  subject  of  general  remark,) 
I  am  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
best  ever  in  use  in  this  city,  and  is  kept  clean  with  more 
facility  and  at  less  expense  than  any  other ;  and  so  far  as 
can  be  judged,  it  promises  great  durability. 

I  would  direct  the  attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  to 
the  fact  thai  out  of  the  sum  of  $2,000,000  which  it  is  pro- 
posed to  raise  by  the  issue  of  bonds  for  various  purposes, 
there  is  a  sum  of  $500,000  to  be  expended  on  pavements. 
This  is  in  addition  to  the  amount  which  will  be  expended 
for  the  pavements  on  "  trust  account,^  and  from  the  tenor 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Repairs  and  Supplies, 
made  to  the  Comptroller,  the  inference  is  fair  that  this  sum 
is  to  be  expended  on  the  ^'  Kuss  &  Reid,  or  some  similar 
kind  of  pavement."    I  think  the  appropriation  and  appli- 
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cation  of  so  large  a  lum  for  a  pavement  so^expensive  should 
be  carefully  weighed,  and  I  trust  it  will  not  be  made  until 
experience  has  more  significantly  demonstrated  that  it 
contains  those  requisites  which  it  should  be  our  aim  to 
attain^  viz :  durability  and  true  economy . 

LAMPS   AND   OAS. 

The  operations  of  the  department  having  in  charge  the 
l^hting  of  the  city,  will  be  so  soon  officially  presented  to 
your  Honorable  Body,  that  I  need  not  anticipate  the  report 
from  the  Head  of  that  department  by  presenting  any  statis- 
tical information. 

By  the  terms  of  tlie  contract  with  the  gas  companies, 
they  are  required  to  light  street  lamps  in  every  street  in 
which  mains  are  laid;  and  the  lamps  thus  lighted  are 
entirely  under  their  control,  so  far  as  the  expenses  for  light- 
ing and  cleaning  are  concerned, — all  being  included  in  the 
contract.  By  virtue  of  this  provision,  the  Superintendent 
of  Lamps  and  Gas  has  during  the  past  year  set  about  seven 
hundred  gas,posts.  Apart  from  any  considerations  of  the 
great  advantage  which  gas  has  over  oil  in  point  of 
utility,  a  great  saving  will  be  effected  by  enabling  the 
department  to  dispense  with  a  large  number  of  lamp-light- 
ers now  paid  by  the  city  to  light  and  clean  the  oil 
lamps.  It  is  acknowledged,  however,  that  two  gas 
lamps  give  more  light  than  three  lighted  with  oil, — thus 
making  the  expense  of  gas  less  than  oil )  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  latter  article. 
Every  citizen,  I  am  sure,  would  gladly  witness,  if  it  were 
possible,  and  at  any  expense^  the  immediate  substitution  of 
gas  for  oil  in  every  street  throughout  the  city.     These  views 
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being  entertained  by  the  community  at  large,  the  course  of 
the  department  in  substituting  as  rapidly  as  possible  gas  for 
oil,  meets  my  hearty  approval. 

In  reviewing  the  present  condition  of  the  city,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  congratulating  you  and  our  constituents  on  the 
present  admirable  state  of  the  volunteer  military  force  of 
the  city.  The  excellent  discipline  of  many  of  the  corps, 
the  cheerful  and  zealous  spirit  in  which  all  the  members 
devote  themselves  to  the  laborious  and  expensive  duties 
which  they  have  voluntarily  assumed,  deserve  the  gratitude 
and  respect  of  the  whole  community.  Secure  in  the  pat- 
riotism and  couroge  of  the  citizen  soldiery^  the  cause  of  law 
and  order  can  be  here  maintained  in  any  exigency  without 
legions  of  mercenaries,  such  as  those  by  which  the  peace 
of  the  capitals  of  Europe  is  maintained. 

'  Before  closing  this  communication,  I  would  invite  your 
most  serious  attention  to  the  destitute  condition  of  that  large 
class  of  children  so  forcibly  alluded  to  by  the  Chief  of 
Police  in  his  report  of  last  year.  He  there  Informs  us  that 
more  than  five  thousand  children  were  obtaining  a  misera- 
ble subsistence  by  begging  and  pilfering  about  the  streets 
and  wharves  of  our  city.  This  fact  should  admonish  us 
that  no  state  or  condition  can  be  so  elevated,  os  to  afford 
perfect  security  against  poverty  and  destitution.  It  would 
seem,  then,  but  the  part  of  wisdom,  as  well  as  an  impera- 
tive duty  devolving  on  all,  to  ascertain  and  adopt  the  best 
plan  to  provide  security  and  comfort  for  these  children  of 
misfortune,  who  have  no  power  to  provide  what  is  need- 
ed to  save  them  from  suffering  and  crime, and  prepare  them 
for  usefulness  in  life. 
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To  US,  gentlemen,  in  entruited  the  goverament  of  a  verj 
huge,  populous  and  wealthy  city  ;  and  it  is  our  duty  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  comfort,  health  and  peaceful  enjoyments  of  the 
municipal  rights  of  more  than  half  a  million  of  people.  Let 
QB  do  so,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  these  important 
ends,  and  to  discharge  the  various  duties  which  devolve  on 
us,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  commu- 
nity, so  that  on  our  retirement  to  private  life,  we  may  look 
back  upon  our  official  toils  with  that  satisfaction  which  is 
the  sure  reward  of  a  conscientious^ischarge  of  duty. 

AMBROSE  C.  KINGSLAND. 
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The  following  annual  report  of  the  Croton^  Aqueduct  De- 
partment, was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  J^ew  York: 

The  Croton  Aqueduct  Department  respectfully  presents, 
this  their  annual 

REPORT : 

During-  the  year  past,  the  department  has  settled  and 
extinguished  two  more  of  the  outstanding  claims  against 
the  city,  for  damages  growing  out  of  the  construction  of 
the  aqueduct;  the  first,  a  claim  of  Richard  F.  Carman,  in 
which  a  suit  had  been  commenced  by  him,  compromised 
by  the  payment  of  ten  thousand  dollar?,  and  each  party 
paying  their  own  costs,  those  of  the  city  amounting  to  two 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars ;  the  other,  a  case  of  damage 
to  the  public  highway,  near  Dobbs'  ferry,  alleged  to  have 
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been  caused  by  the  insufficient  size  of  a  culvert,  constructed 
to  pass  a  small  brook  under  the  aqueduct,  occurring,  as  the 
department  was  informed  by  the  claimants, — the  Commis- 
sioners of  Highways  for  the  town  of  Greensburgh, — about 
six  years  since,  and  which,  though  often  urged  for  pay- 
ment, had  been  from  time  to  time  deferred,  as  of  very 
doubtful  validity ;  it  was  thought  advisable  to  close  it  by 
giving  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  rather  than  risk  the 
result  of  a  defence  at  law. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  for  the  information  of  the  Common 
Council,  and  of  the  citizens  generally,  that  there  yet 
remain  other  claims,  chargeable  to  ^^  Aqueduct  Construction 
Account,"  which  (if  sustained)  will  require  large  sums  to 
cancel,  probably  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars. 

The  other  items  of  expenditure  during  the  past  season 
under  the  head  above  mentioned,  consist  of  a  small  addition 
made  to  the  house  of  the  keeper  at  Croton  dam,  to  be  used 
as  a  kitchen  ;  this  was  essential  to  the  proper  accommoda- 
tion and  comfort  of  the  fiimily,  and  was  directed  to  be  done 
by  the  Finance  and  Aqueduct  Committees,  upon  personal 
inspection  and  enquiry,  while  on  the  ground,  at  the  an- 
nual visitation  of  the  Common  Council ;  and  the  bridge  over 
the  river  immediately  below  the  dam,  built  last  fall,  but 
the  bills  not  received  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  the  accounts 
appended  to  the  last  annual  report.  The  iron  railing  on 
the  wing  walls,  at  the  western  end  'of  the  High-bridge, 
has  been  put  up;  the  river  between  two  of  the  piers 
dredged  out,  so  as  to  furnish  at  all  times  of  tide,  a  sufficient 
depth  of  water  to  any  vessel  likely  ever  to  navigate  the 
Harlem  river ;  and  commodious  iron  stairs  have  been 
^  down  the  rocks,  at  the  foot  of  One  hundred  and 
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seFenty-third  street,  to  the  bridge.  This  new  means  of 
Tisiting  it,  available  by  one  of  the  finest  drives  on  the  is- 
land, and  opening  at  various  points  on  Harlem  heights, 
and  from  the  top  of  the  stairs,  a  very  extensive,  and  beau- 
tiful view  of  Long  Island,  and  the  Sound,  will  no  doubt  be- 
come a  place  of  great  attraction,  not  only  to  strangers,  but 
to  our  own  citizens. 

In  the  design  and  erection  of  these  stairs,  the  department 
has  sought  to  exhibit  the  same  character  of  massiveness,  and 
solidity,  which  so  especially  mark  all  the  prominent  features 
of  the  aqueduct,  throughout  its  entire  length.  Schedule 
A,  in  the  appendix,  contains  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
appropriations  and  expenditures,  under  the  head  of  ^^  Aque- 
duct Construction  Account." 

Out  of  the  appropriations  made  for  ^^  Aqueduct  Repairs 
and  Improvements,"  has  been  expended  the  sum  of  $12,- 
697  31,  the  various  items  composing  it  appear  in  sche- 
dule B.  When  it  is  remembered  that  these  outlays  are 
spread  over  a  continuous  line  of  more  than  thirty-three 
miles  of  aqueduct,  constructed  through  much  of  the  dis- 
tance upon  steep  declivities,  where  the  top  soil  is  subject  at 
every  rain  to  be  more  or  less  abraded,  and  washed  away, — 
that  many  of  the  supporting  walls  to  embankments  require 
annual  examinations,  and  repairs  of  slight  injuries,  from  the 
action  of  storms  and  frost, — that  some  of  them'  have  been 
raised,  and  others  require  raising,  more  effectually  to  retain 
the  earth  covering  upon  the  arch  of  the  aqueduct, — ^that 
new  villages  are  being  laid  out  at  various  points  across  the 
grounds  purchased  by,  and  belonging  to  the  city, — houses 
and  other  erections  going  up,  and  trespasses  of  a  most  an- 
noying character  constantly  occurring,  compelling  the 
erection  of  fences ; — ^it  is  thought  that  this  expenditure  will  • 
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not  be  deemed  too  large.  It  has,  however,  been  increased 
by  an  item  not  contemplated  when  the  estimates  for  the 
year  were  submitted  to  the  Common  Council. 

It  was  found  that  the  new  grade  of  the  Fifth  avenue,  and 
the  intersecting  streets  at  the  Distributing  reservoir  on  Mur- 
ray hill,  required  the  excavation  to  be  carried  down  below 
the  foundation  of  the  terrace  walls  on  Fortieth  and  Forty- 
second  streets,  and  in  a  part  of  the  avenue  in  front  of  the 
reservoir,  rendering  it  necessary  to  take  down  and  rebuild 
these  walls*  The  materials  found  in  them,  it  was  expected, 
would  go  far  towards  their  reconstruction,  but  upon  com- 
mencing the  work,  it  was  ascertained  that  they  consisted 
only  of  facing  courses  of  hammer-dressed  stones,  with  a 
back  filling  of  rubble,  and  were  manifestly  incapable  of 
sustaining,  for  any  long  period,  the  embankment  they  were 
designed  to  protect ; — they  are  now  in  course  of  being  re- 
built of  suitable  thickness  and  height,  to  enable  the  depart- 
ment to  carry  out  the  improvements  contemplated  in  the 
finish  of  these  terraces,  which  hitherto  have  exhibited  an 
appearance  of  neglect,  and  nakedness,  discreditable  to  the 
general  character  of  the  work. 

Upon  the  completion  of  these  walls,  it  is  proposed  to  cope 
them  with  thick  flagging,  and  put  a  plain  iron  railing  on 
the  top,  surrounding  the  reservoir,  of  such  height  and  con- 
struction as  thoroughly  to  prevent  intrusion  ;  to  ornament 
and  aborn  these  grounds  between  the  railing  and  the  walls 
of  the  reservoir — a  space  of  twenty  feet  in  width — by  the 
planting  and  cultivation  of  shrubbery  and  flowers.  At  the 
entrance  on  the  Fifth  avenue,  a  pleasing  effect  would  be 
produced  by  the  construction  of  two  small  basins,  with  a 
jet  in  the  centre  of  each.  These  improvements  made,  the 
streets  adjoining  it  planted  with  Elm  trees — for  the  growth 
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of  which  the  soil  is  well  adapted — and  the  public  grounds, 
lying  contiguous  on  the  west,  graded,  fenced  and  planted, 
the  Distributing  reservoir  would  begin  to  assume  that  ap- 
pearance of  neatness  and  care  which  its  commanding  situa- 
tion and  important  character  demand,  and  which  the  vast 
number  of  citizens  and  strangers  visiting  it  have  a  right  to 
expect.  Repairs  to  a  considerable  extent  have  been  made 
upon  it  during  the  summer ;  the  whole  of  the  flagged  ter- 
race on  its  top  has  been  taken  up  and  relaid  ;  so  also  of 
the  roof  over  the  entrance  stairs,  and  on  the  gate-house; 
all  the  wood  work  painted,  and  the  cut  granite  pilaster,  and 
stairway,  thoroughly  cleaned,  re-pointed,  and  made  water 
tight. 

All  the  work  contemplated  in  the  plan  submitted  to  the 
Common  Council  in  December,  1849,  (Document  No.  20, 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,)  under  the  head  of  "  Croton 
water  works  extension,"  has  been  completed,  and  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  will  be  found  in  schedule  C,  hereto 
annexed.  The  means  thereby  acquired  of  throwing  into 
the  Distributing  reservoir,  at  will,  an  additional  thirty-inch 
column  of  water,  is  a  most  important  item  in  maintaining 
at  all  times,  an  efficient  head  for  the  extinguishment  of 
fires,  and  for  the  service  of  consumers  in  the  upper  stories 
of  dwellings  and  manufactories ;  its  beneficial  effects  are 
apparent,  in  the  absence  of  complaint — formerly  of  daily 
occurrence — of  deficient  supplies  in  all  elevated  situations. 

The  appropriation  of  ten  thousand  dollars,  mad>3  by  the 
Common  Council  in  1849,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  thr 
department   to  ccmpile   ^'  Statistical  Tables"   of  all   t 
houses,  buildings,  manufactories,  steam  engines,  and  oti 
particulars,  within  the  water  district  of  the  city,  required  by 

2 


Doc.  No.  2.)  38 

the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  11th  of  April,  1849,  has 
furnished  the  means  to  meet  these  expenditures,  with  a 
surplus  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  returns  to  be  made  by  the 
Captains  of  Police,  of  all  new  buildings  erected  during  the 
current  year,  their  character  and  dimensions,  and  also  to 
copy  the  ward  maps  used  in  the  office  of  the  Receiver  of 
Taxes.  These  maps  are  essential  to  the  Register  of  Water 
Rents  in  the  transaction  of  the  daily  business  of  his  bureau, 
as  without  them  it  would  be  impossible  in  many  cases, 
especially  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  where  the  street  num- 
bers are  very  irregular,  or  entirely  wanting,  satisfactorily  to 
ascertain  the  locality  of  a  building,  or  to  be  reasonably  cer- 
tain of  receiving  payment  upon  the  one  intended.  Even 
with  them,  owing  to  the  great  changes  which  have  taken 
place  since  they  were  originally  constructed,  many  errors 
have  doubtless  occurred,  and  it  is  to  be  expected  that  in 
the  transcripts  of  unpaid  water  rents,  which  the  department 
is  required  to  make  out  and  deliver  to  the  Ward  Assessors, 
other,  and  probably  many  errors  will  be  found.  Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  avoid  these,  by  using  all  the  infor- 
mation in  possession  of  the  department,  or  which  it  can 
readily  obtain.  Schedule  D  contains  the  particulars  of 
expenditures  under  this  head. 

In  "  Water  Pipes  and  Laying,"  the  department  has  done 
a  very  large  amount  of  work,  comprising  nearly  all  the 
lines  contemplated  in  the  working  plan  of  the  year ;  those 
unfinished  have  been  left,  either  in  consequence,  of  some 
impediment  arising  from  the  grading  of  streets,  or  the  con- 
struction of  sewers,  it  being  the  policy  of  the  department  to 
avoid  in  all  cases  the  laying  of  water  pipes  in  streets  where 
sewers  are  about  to  be  built,  till  they  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted.    In  the  progress  of  the  summer's  work,  cases  have 


39  (Doc.  No.  2. 

occurred  requiring  the  distributiug  pipes  to  be  laid  in  locali- 
ties not  contemplated  at  the  commencement  of  the  season  • 
Extensive  ranges  of  private  dwellings,  manufactories  driven 
by  steam  power,  omnibus  stables,  and  other  erections,  re- 
quiring the  immediate  use  of  the  water,  have  been  multi- 
plied in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  to  an  unprecedented  ex- 
tent, and  forced  upon  the  department  the  exercise  of  a 
sound  discretion  in  meeting  their  various  requirements; 
this  discretion  has,  however,  been  confined  within  the  gen- 
eral principle  of  extending  the  water  district  only  in  direc- 
tions where  the  income  to  be  derived  from  consumers  would 
at  least  equal  the  interest  upon  the  outlay.  A  tabular 
statement  of  the  streets  and  avenues  in  which  pipes  have 
been  laid  since  the  last  annual  report,  their  size,  their 
aggregate  length  in  lineal  feet,  the  number  of  stop-cocks 
inserted,  and  of  fire  hydrants  set,  will  be  found  in  the  ap- 
pendix, marked  schedule  G. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  present  area  included 
within  the  water  district,  as  well  as  the  curious  net-work  of 
water  pipes  beneath  the  street  pavements,  at  the  close  of 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  a  map  has  been 
compiled,  lithographed,  and  prefixed  to  this  report ;  the 
entire  length  of  these  (added  to  about  five  miles  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  island,  which  is  not  seen  on  the  map,) 
make  an  aggregate  of  fully  two  hundred  miles ! 

In  April,  as  early  as  the  opening  spring  would  permit, 
the  department  commenced  the  great  work  of  lowering  the 
two  lines  of  mains  on  the  Fifth  avenue,  at  Murray  hill, 
rendered  imperative  by  the  alteration  of  street  grades  in 
that  vicinity,  and  through  which  the  principal  supply  of 
water  to  the  whole  city  is  derived.    In  the  various  e^ti- 
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mates  of  the  cost  of  this  undertaking,  made  by  the  former 
officers  of  the  department,  and  differing  in  amount  from 
sixty  lo  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  dollars,  it  had  al- 
ways been  assumed  that  these  pipes  must  of  necessity  be 
taken  apart,  hoisted  out  of  the  trench,  the  deep-cutting, 
reaching  to  the  depth  of  sixteen  feet,)  excavated,  the  pipes 
lowered  in,  and  the  joints  re-made  and  caulked,  each  con- 
suming at  least  one  hundred  pounds  of.  lead.  To  avoid 
this  enormous  expenditure,  Mr.  Edward  H.  Tracy,  one  of 
the  engineers,  suggested  that  in  his  opinion  it  might  be 
ected  as  safely,  and  at  a  great  saving  of  cost,  without 
3aking  the  continuity  of  the  line,  by  drawing  off  the 
water  from  one  of  the  mains  at  a  time,  and  proceeding  to 
lower  and  finish  that,  while  the  other  was  left,  in  addition 
to  the  new  thirty-inch  line  on  the  Third  avenue,  to  keep 
up  the  daily  supply  of  water  to  the  city.  His  suggestions 
were  approved,  and  adopted  by  the  Board,  and  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  work.  The  course  pursued  by 
him  was  essentially  this :  First,  the  whole  of  both  lines 
were  uncovered,  and  the  water  drawn  off  from  the  westerly 
one,  next  sectional  drifts  underneath,  and  across  both  lines 
were  excavated  to  the  required  depth,  at  distances  of  about 
eight  feet  apart,  and  both  lines  supported  on  independent 
crib  work  of  timber,  carefully  carried  up  from  the  bottom 
of  these  drifts,  and  securely  wedged  ;  so  sustained,  the 
earth  between  these  cribs  was  removed,  leaving  the  pipes 
to  be  supported  by  them  for  a  length  of  several  hundred 
feet  at  a  time  ;  jack-screws  were  then  securely  placed  under 
the  line,  the*crib-work  of  timber  taken  out,  piece  by  piece, 
and  the  pipes  lowered  by  the  screws  to  the  bottom  of  the 
trench.  The  nature  of  the  soil,  an  exceedingly  hard  pan, 
favored  this  mode  of  procedure^as  it  protected  the  men  from 
all  danger  of  its  caving.    About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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laborers  were  employed,  among  whom  the  strictest  discipline 
was  required  and  enforced ;  no  liquors  were  permitted  to 
comeoD  the  ground,  nor  were  the  men  allowed,  during  the 
hours  of  labor,  to  visit  any  place  where  they  could  be 
procured.  Every  precaution  having  thus  been  adopted, 
and  steadily  continued,  the  plan  proved  eminently  success- 
ful ;  early  in  July,  the  whole  was  finished,  nor  had  a  single 
joint  been  broken,  or  pipe  injured  in  the  operation,  while 
our  citizens  scarcely  felt  that  any  work  affecting  their  dnily 
supply  of  water,  had  been  in  process  of  execution .  During 
the  whole  period,  the  engineer  retained  the  power  to  bring 
both  lines  into  operation  within  three  hours,  had  an  exten- 
sive fire  occurred,  to  require  it.  The  entire  cost  was  only 
$12,633  68,  which  would  have  been  lessened  more  than  a 
thousand  dollars,  but  for  a  succession  of  heavy  rains,  which 
greatly  retarded  the  work  by  repeatedly  filling  the  trench. 

While  the  public,  and  the  public  press,  are  ever  ready  to 
visit  the  popular  indignation  upon  the  city  government  for 
alleged  abuses  in  the  extravagant  use  of  the  public  moneys, 
liere  is  at  least  one  case  in  which  responsibilities  of  great 
magnitude  were  assumed  from  motives  of  economy, — res- 
ponsibilities in  the  mode  of  doing  the  work,  through  which, 
had  a  total  failure  happened,  or  a  serious  accident  occurred, 
the  reputation  of  the  department  for  sound  judgment  and 
engineering  skill  would  have  been  fatally  injured. 

The  opportunity  was  taken  while  this  work  was  being 
done,  and  while  in  consequence  these  great  mains  were 
alternately  empty,  to  insert  at  the  intersection  of  the  Fifth 
avenue  and  Twenty-ninth  street,  horizontal  stop-cocks  in 
both  lines,  of  an  improved  construction,  and  in  a  more  per- 
feet  and  thorough  manner  than  they  have  heretofore  been 


Doc.  No.  2.)  42 

set.  A  capacious  and  well-built  vault,  arched,  and  laid  in 
cement,  with  a  convenient  man-hole  inserted,  was  made  to 
enclose  them,  furnishing  perfect  facilities  for  all  future  re- 
pairs, as  well  as  to  open  and  shut  them.  Originally,  in 
laying  down  these  large  mains  of  twenty,  twenty-four, 
thirty  and  thirty-six  inches  diameter,  all  the  stop-cocks, 
with  perhaps  two  or  three  exceptions,  were  made  to  open 
and  shut  vertically.  The  great  danger  of  this  arrangement 
will  be  apparent,  when  it  is  stated  that  the  valves  are  at- 
tached to  the  piston  which  elevates  them,  either  by  an  ordi- 
nary screw-thread,  or  by  rivets  and  bolts,  which  are  acted 
upon  with  great  rapidity  byoxydation,  rendering  it  certain 
that  in  a  few  years,  more  or  less,  this  frail  support  will  be 
eaten  away  by  rust,  and  the  valves  suddenly  fall.  The 
effect  of  an  instantaneous  stoppage  of  a  column  of  water 
thirty-six  inches  in  diameter,  a  mile  or  more  in  length, and 
moving  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour,  can  scarcely  be 
conceived  !  No  pipe  ever  constructed  would  sustain  the  tre- 
mendous reaction  ;  a  rupture  would  inevitable  ensue,  which, 
if  happening  in  the  night,  would  probably  produce  incalcu- 
lable damage  before  the  water  could  be  shut  off;  indeed,  it 
is  not  too  much  to  suppose  that  in  pursuing  its  course  to 
either  river,  it  would  cut  a  ravine  down  to  the  rock,  and 
sweep  away  every  thing  opposing  an  obstacle  to  its  exit. 

The  department  intends,  during  the  next  working  sea- 
son, to  substitute  horizontal  stop-cocks  in  place  of  these 
vertical  ones,  on  the  principal  lines,  as  early  and  as  rapidly 
as  the  means  at  its  disposal  will  permit. 

The  proving  yard  has  been  removed  to  the  plot  of  ground 
assigned  by  the  Common  Council,  at  the  foot  of  Twenty- 
fourth  street  (East  river),  which  has  been  filled  in,  fenced, 


43  (Doc.  No.  2. 

and  extensive  sheds  erected,  for  the  storage  and  protection 
of  the  very  large  amount  of  public  property  necessarily 
kept  on  hand,  to  repair  and  replace  pipes,  curves,  branches, 
sleeves,  stop-cocks,  hydrants,  and  all  other  fixtures  and 
machinery  connected  witli  the  administration  of  the  de- 
partment. 

The  application  of  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House, 
for  a  supply  of  Croton  water  to  the  public  institutions  on 
BlackwelFs  Island,  and  which,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  11th  of  September  last,  was  referreil  to 
this  Board  with  power,  has  received  all  the  attention  which 
the  magnitude  and  character  of  the  work  demand. 

A  copy  of  that  portion  of  the  survey  of  the  East  river, 
lying  between  this  island  and  Black  well's  island,  with  its 
soundings,  was  procured  from  the  Hydrographical  Bureau, 
at  Washington ;  but  upon  examination,  it  was  found  not 
to  be  sufficiently  minute  to  meet  the  objects  of  this  depart- 
ment. Other  soundings  of  the  strait  were  carefully  taken, 
which  resulted  in  showing  that  the  river  at  the  foot  of  Sev- 
enty-ninth street,  offered  the  fewest  obstacles  to  the  under- 
taking, though,  at  this  point,  they  were  found  to  be  many 
and  serious.  The  river  bottom  is  naked  rock,  very  pointed 
and  uneven,  and  the  water  varying  in  depth  from  forty  to 
seventy-four  feet,  with  tides  of  uncommon  rapidity. 

These  circumstances  forbade  the  use  of  metallic  pipes  in 
crossing  the  river,  and  induced  Mr.  Craven,  after  due  en- 
quiry and  consideration,  to  adopt  a  double  line  of  Gutta- 
percha pipes,  each  of  the  diameter  of  two-and-a-quarter 
inches,  as  the  best,  and  perhaps  the  only  means,  of  effect- 
ing the  object ;  as  these  pipes  would  be  sufficiently  flexible, 
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with  anchors  at  short  distances,  to  adjust  themselves  to  the 
inequalities  of  the  bcttom,  and  the  singular  tenacity  of  the 
n)aterial  would  furnish  the  best  protection  against  abrasion 
on  the  rough  and  sharp  rocks  below. 

A  contract  was  accordingly  made  for  the  requisite  length 
of  these  pipes  ;  but  owing  to  an  error  in  the  construction  of 
the  machine  through  which  they  were  passed  in  their  man- 
ufacture— with  which  this  department  had  no  connection — '" 
they  were  found  incapable  of  sustaining  the  required  pres- 
sure of  300  lbs.  to  the  inch,  and  were  therefore  condemned. 
The  experiment,  however,  added  to  the  confidence  before 
felt,  that  these  pipes,  properly  made,  would  meet  and  over- 
come the  difficulties  of  the  enterprise. 

New  pipes  were  therefore  ordered  ;  but  as  some  time 
would  elapse  before  they  could  be  delivered,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  select  the  best  of  those  on  hand,  such  as  were 
found  to  sustain  a  pressure  of  170  lbs.  to  the  inch,  and  put 
across  a  single  line  for  immediate  use.  This  has  been  suc- 
cessfully done,  and  the  water  is  now  delivered  on  Black- 
well's  Island  in  quantities  sufficient  for  ordinary  domestic 
purposes.  This  temporary  line  has  been  loaned  to  the  de- 
partment (not  purchased,)  and  upon  delivery  of  the  new 
pipes,  will  be  taken  up  and  returned. 

Mortified  and  disappointed  as  the  Chief  Engineer  was  at 
the  failure  of  these  pipes  to  sustain  the  proof,  it  is  not,  per- 
haps, to  be  regretted,  as  the  taking  up  of  the  present  line, 
after  four  or  six  months'  wear,  will  enable  him  to  see  what 
damage,  if  any,  it  has  sustained  by  the  shifting  tides  chafing 
it  against  the  rocks  below. 


45  (Doc.  No.  2. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
"Water-Pipes  and  Laying,"  is  appended,  marked  E. 

The  most  unremitting  and  zealous  exertions  of  the  de- 
partment to  abate  the  intolerable  waste  of  water,  have  pro- 
duced an  effect  scarcely  perceptible  to  the  public  eye, 
though  the  daily  returns  from  the  Distributing  reservoir  ex- 
hibit the  trifling  gain  of  an  average  head  of  two  fec^t  above 
that  of  former  summers  ; — the  influent  pipes  to  that  reser- 
voir, with  the  addition  recently  made,  are  now  capable  of 
pouring  into'it  the  prodigious  quantity  of  thirty  millions  of 
gallons  per  day  ;  yet  it  frequenily  happens, — on  Saturday's 
especially, — when  zealous  housewifery  puis  every  street 
washer  in  requisition  (whether  necessary  or  not),  that  the 
reservoir  is  drawn  down  to  half  its  capacity,  equal  to  ten 
millions  of  gallons  more,  and  making  an  aggregate  of  forty 
millions  of  gallons  for  a  single  day's  consumption,  in  a 
population  (within  the  water  district)  of  not  more  than  four 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  persons,  or  ninety  gallons  to 
each  individual ! 

If  this  shameful  and  wicked  waste  of  one  of  the  blessings 
of  Providence,  was  confined  to  the  ignorant,  to  those  pre- 
sumed to  be  unacquainted  with  the  City  Ordinances  regu- 
lating its  use,  or  incapable  of  estimating  the  priceless  value 
of  the  waters  of  the  Crolon,  there  would  be  some  shadow  of 
excuse  ;  but  it  is  not  so;  a  walk  through  ihe  fashionable 
quarters  of  the  city  will  exhibit  as  much  wanton  neglect  of 
the  rights  of  pedestrians,  as  ready,  and  defiant  a  disregard 
of  limitations  to  the  use  of  street  washers,  as  can  be  found 
in  the  suburbs,  and  along  the  wharves,  in  the  unlawful 
opening,  use,  and  abuse  of  the  fire  hydrants.     It  is  in  vain 
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that  this  department  essays  to  stop  the  evil  last  referred  to ; 
it  has  not  tlie  means,  nor  the  number  of  men  at  its  disposal 
to  effect  it,  nor  if  it  had,  would  both  be  sufficient,  without 
the  aid  and  support  of  other  departments  of  the  city  gov- 
ernment.    Tlie  subject  is  aheady  beyond  its  reach,  and  the 
fire  hydrants  within  the  control  of  thousands  of  irresponsible 
persons  outside  of  this  department,  and  over  whom  it  can 
exercise  no  supervisory  power.     The  Aldermen  and  Assist- 
ant Aldermen  can  open  them,  so  may  every  person  em- 
ployed to  sprinkle  the  streets,  every  gang  of  street  sweep- 
ers, the  firemen  (rightfully  and  properly),   the  employees 
at  every  ferry, — at  all  the  wharves  occupied  by  steamboats, 
and  their  barges,  and  at  the  railroad  stations  ;  the  Health 
Wardens  do  it  without  law,  and  not  un frequently  it  is  done 
by  members  of  the  police.     Nor  is  this  all :  the  hundreds 
of  hangers-on  about  engine  houses,  the  volunteers,  the  run- 
ners with  fire  companies,  these  excrescences  upon  that  de- 
partment, have  each  a  wrench  to  open  a  fire  hydrant,  and 
the  spirit  to  show  their  proneness  for  mischief  by  doing  it 
at  all  times,  and  in  despite  of  every  body.     It  is  safe  to  es- 
timate that  these  wrenches  to  open   hydrants  are  in  the 
hands,  or  under  the  control  of  more  than  ten  thousand  in- 
dividuals ! 

The  present  ordinance  imposing  a  fine—upon  conviction 
of  opening  one — not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars,  in  the 
discretion  of  the  magistrate  hearing  the  complaint,  is  found 
to  be  quite  inadeiiuate  to  check  the  evil ;  the  requisite  proof 
is  not  always  attainable,  or  if  obtained,  is  met  by  the  pro- 
duction of  a  permit  from  some  meml>er  of  the  Common 
Council,  who,  though  he  might  himself  open  it,  cannot 
delegate  that  power  to  another,  but  which  must  neverthe- 
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less  be  deemed  sufRcient  to  exonerate  the  oflTendcr.  It  is 
this  perversion  of  the  purposes  for  which  fire  hydrants  were 
erected  that  renders  the  repairs  of  them  so  expensive,  reach- 
ing this  year  $2,472  71,  and  which  is  greatly  beyond  any 
amount  that  in  the  proper  nse  of  them  would  be  necessary. 
Nothing  short  of  making  the  offence  spoken  of  a  misde- 
meanor, subjecting  the  offender  to  imprisonment,  will  ever 
abate  the  evil. 

The  other  source  of  waste  refern^d  to,  namely,  street 
washers,  as  also  tliat  produced  by  leaving  taps  at  wash 
bowls,  and  the  openings  at  water  closets  and  urinals  run- 
ning at  all  times,  day  and  night,  is  sufficiently  within  the 
control  of  this  department,  and  its  powers  will  hereafter  be 
interposed,  it  is  hoped  effectually.  The  delay  has  arisen 
from  the  continued  labors  imposed  upon  the  Board  in  ar- 
ranging the  statistics,  and  carrying  into  operation  the  new 
system  of  water  rates,  leaving  it  no  leisure  to  condense  the 
various  ordinances  of  the  city  government  regulating  the 
use  of  water,  which  it  is  intended  during  this  winter  to  do, 
with  the  addition  of  such  rules  as  have  been  adopted  by 
this  Board,  and  have  them  printed  on  a  single  sheet,  with 
notice  that  the  violation  of  any  of  them  will  subject  the 
offender  to  the  penalty,  first,  of  having  the  water  shut  off, 
and  second,  to  the  payment  of  the  fine  and  expenses  be- 
fore a  supply  will  be  again  furnished.  These  printed 
sheets  will  be  distributed  to  every  building  within  the  water 
district ;  this  done,  no  consumer  can  complain  if  he  finds 
his  offence  followed  by  so  just  a  retribution. 

If  this  Board  could,  by  any  process,  divest  itself  of  the 
consciousness  that  it  is  entrusted  with  duties  connecting  it 
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immediately  with  the  daily  coDvenienccs  and  comforts  of 
every  individual  in  the  city,  and  upon  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  which  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  6o  essentially  depend,  it  could  not  forget  that  the  law 
under  which  it  is  organized  enacts,  that  ^'  They  shall  be  res- 
ponsibk  for  the  supply  of  water ,  and  the  good  order  and  se- 
curity of  all  the  works  from  the  Croton  lake  lo  the  city  in- 
clusive, for  the  exactness  and  durability  of  the  structures 
which  may  be  erected,  and  of  the  daily  work  performed, 
and  for  the  sufficiency  of  the  supply  in  the  pipe  yard  to 
meet  every  casualty,  and  for  the  fidelity,  care  and  attention 
of  all  persons  employed  by  the  department  in  watching  the 
works,  and  in  making  constructions  and  repairs."  Under 
these  direct  and  sufficiently  onerous  responsibilities,  this 
Board  now  warns  the  Common  Council,nnd  through  it 
every  citizen,  that  the  last  drop  of  water  which  the  works  in 
their  present  state  can  supply  is  now  daily  delivered  in  the 
ciiyy — a  supply  more  than  equal  to  any,  and  all  the  legiti- 
mate wants  of  a  population  of  a  million  and  a  half! 

It  is  true  that  a  surplus  is  falling  over  the  Croton  dam 
during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  but  the  High  bridge  across 
Harlem  river  is  between  the  city  and  it,  and  to  increase  the 
quantity  delivered,  new  and  larger  pipes  must  be  substituted 
for  those  now  occupying  that  bridge,  involving  the  expendi- 
ture of  many  thousand  dollars,  and  subjecting  the  city  to 
the  inconveniences  and  possible  danger  of  a  diminished, 
supply,  while  the  work  should  be  in  progress.  It  is,  there- 
fore, the  duty  of  the  city  government,  as  it  is  surely  the  in- 
terest  of  the  tax  payers,  to  compel  the  use  of  present  re- 
sources with  some  little  regard  to  reasonable  economy. 
With  such  economy  the  daily  quantity  is  apply  sujflGicient 
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for  all  domestic  and  manufacturing  purposes  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  to  come  ; — and  the  reserve  in  the  Croton 
rirer,  and  the  numerous  lakes  in  which  it  has  its  sources, 
subject  to  future  control,  enough  for  a  larger  ciiy  than  any 
now  existing  on  the  globe. 

The  entire  collections  for  "  Water  rates,"  for  the  year 
1850,  have  reached  the  sum  of  $449,733  90,  and  those  still 
outstanding  and  uncollected,  it  is  thought,  will  produce 
973,500  00  the  two  sums  exceeding  the  original  estimates 
made  by  the  department,  and  upon  which  the  rales  were 
established  by  an  inconsiderable  difference  only.  Of  these 
collections  $37,971  34,  was  received  by  the  Deputy  Regis- 
ter for  taps,  building  permits,  &c.  By  the  Register  for 
regular  rates,  $313,201  00,  for  interest  on  those  rates  since 
the  first  of  August,  $9,217  97,  and  $89,343  59,  for  miscel- 
laneons  charges. 

A  statement  of  the  collections  for  each  week  of  the  year, 
is  appended,  marked  schedule  J.  The  payments  into  the 
City  Treasury  each  week,  as  per  receipts  of  Shepherd 
Knapp,  Esq.,  City  Chamberlain,  will  be  seen  in  schedule 
K,  and  a  recapitulation  of  the  aggregate  receipts  and  pay- 
ments, under  every  head  of  expenditure,  appears  in  sched- 
ule L,  showing  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  department,  in 
the  Mechanics'  Bank  of  $30,892  97.  It  will  be  remarked 
in  the  examination  of  the  appendix  that  a  surplus  remains 
under  every  head  of  appropriation,  and  that  $1505, 
granted  by  the  Common  Council  at  different  times,  for  spe- 
cific objects,  fire  hydrants,  and  the  laying  of  water  pipes, 
has  not  been  drawn,  but  suffered  to  lapse  in  the  Treasury, 
the  means  of  the  department  permitting  it  to  do  this  extra 
work  without  touching  these  special  appropriations. 
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The  interior  of  the  aqueduct,  in  its  whole  length,  has 
been  twice -examined  during  the  year,  and  found  to  be,  as 
regards  perfection  and  solidity,  all  that  skill  and  care  in  its 
construction  could  secure  ;  it  is  not  doubted  that  it  would 
continue  to  perform  its  work  for  years,  without  the  expen- 
diture of  a  dollar  in  its  interior ;  but  an  anxious  apprecia- 
tion of  the  consequences  that  might  result  from  any  neglect, 
induces  the  department  to  repair  the  minutest  indication  of 
defect  or  decay. 

The  exterior,  however,  demands  constant  attention  and 
continued  expenditures ;  passing  as  it  does  through  much 
of  its  distance  parallel  with  and  near  the  Hudson  river  rail- 
road, large  portions  of  farm  lands  have  been  purchased  and 
laid  off  into  village  lots,  in  many  cases  directly  across  the 
aqueduct  grounds,  and  numerous  rights  of  way  claimed 
and  used.  These,  when  confined  to  the  ordinary  purposes 
of  farmers,  owning  many  acres  of  contiguous  grounds, 
were  infrequent,  and  at  considerable  distances  from  each 
other,  requiring  but  little  labor  to  keep  them  in  order  ;  but 
when  these  lands  are  appropriated  to  village  occupation,  in 
lots  of  fifty  to  a  hundred  feet  in  width,  and  the  owner  of 
each  claiming  an  unobstructed  passage  over  the  aqueduct, 
it  is  equivalent  to  a  loss  of  the  whole  control  of  the  surface, 
and  by  the  destruction  of  the  grass,  subjects  it  to  constant 
wash  and  abrasion  by  rains. 

These  unforeseen  annoyances,  and  the  additional  ones 
of  frequent  inexcusable  and  deliberate  trespasses  in  the 
erection  of  fences  and  buildings,  and  the  laying  out  of 
public  highways  have  given  and  continue  to  give  the  de- 
partment constant  trouble  and  anxiety.     In  one  of  these 
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in  the  Tillage  of  Tarry  town,  marked  as  the  department 
conceived  by  peculiar  circumstances  of  defiance  and  disre- 
gard of  the  rights  of  the  city,  a  fence  of  some  sixty  feet  in 
length  was  directed  to  be  put  up  on  the  line  of  the  aque- 
duct, to  protect  it  from  injury  ;  this  was  done  under  the 
personal  superintendence  and  care  of  the  Chief  Engineer, 
after  a  visit  to  the  ground,  and  examination  by  the  whole 
Board,  and    with    its    unanimous    concurrence.     Within 
twenty-four  hours  after  its  erection,  the  individual  owning 
the  adjoining  ground  had  it  torn  down,  and  the  materials 
cast  in  the  highway  ;  twice  it  was  replaced,  with  no  belter 
resulL     Defeated  in  protecting  the  rights  of  the  city  in  this 
mode,  the  Counsel  of  the  Corporation  was  requested  to 
commence  a  suit  against  the  individual  for  the  trespass. 
The  cause  was  tried  at  the   Westchester  circuit,  held  at 
White  Plains,  in  September,  (McCoun,  Judge,)  and  under 
the  charge  of  the  Court  as  to  the  law  governing  the  case, 
the  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant.     Among  the 
points  so  charged  w^ere  the  following  : — 

**  That  the  Corporation  of  New  York  have  acquired  the 
title  in  fee  to  the  strip  of  land  required  for  the  aqueduct, 
but  it  is  only  a  qualified  fee  for  the  use  and  purposes  of  the 
aqueduct,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  They  having  con- 
structed the  work,  have  no  right  to  use  the  surface  or  the 
soil  as  sites  for  dwellings,  manufactories,  agricultural  or 
gardening  purposes,  or  even  to  let  it  out  for  pasturage ; 
such  a  use  of  the  land  in  some  places  might  require  it  to  be 
walled  in  or  enclosed  by  fences,  but  plaintiffs  have  no  right 
to  fence  or  enclose,  except  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  aqueduct  from  injury.  Owners  of  land 
through  which  it  runs,  have  a  right  of  passage  over  it ; 
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they  did  not  surrender  that  right  when  they  surrendered  the 
use  of  the  strip  of  land,  and  accepted  compensation. 

^^  If  any  passage-way  is  necessary  to  be  constructed  under 
or  over  the  aqueduct,  the  Corporation  arc  to  construct  it  at 
their  own  expense.  When  a  fence  or  wall  is  required  to 
protect  the  works  from  injury,  and  such  decision  is  made 
in  good  faith,  it  must  be  submitted  to.  Has  such  a  decision 
been  made  in  this  instance  ?  The  President  and  Engineer 
determined  to  have  a  fence  made,  and  authorized  Mr.  See 
to  construct  it.  But  did  they  determine  it  to  be  necessary 
in  order  to  protect  the  aqueduct  from  injury  1  This  is  a 
question  for  the  jury  to  determine  by  the  evidence.  From 
all  the  evidence,  tiie  jury  are  to  be  satisfied  that  the  order 
to  fence  was  given  with  the  view,  and  was  based  on  an 
honest  judgment  of  its  ncessity  to  protect  the  aqueduct  from 
injury;  and  the  jury  arc  (o  distinguish  between  such  a 
judgment  on  the  part  of  the  Board  and  Chief  Engineer, 
and  a  mere  arbitrary  exercise  of  power,  to  gratify  a  mere 
pique  on  the  part  of  those  officers,  or  the  Superintendent, 
Mr.  See.  It  makes  no  diflerence,  whether  the  plaintiflfs 
acquired  title  from  Boyce,  by  voluniary  deed  or  by  apprai- 
sal ;  it  was  all  a  proceeding  under  the  laws  of  1834  and 
1836."- 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiflfs  excepted  to  every  part  of 
the  judge's  charge,  and  called  upon  the  Court  to  charge  the 
jury,  "  that  the  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York  had 
acquired  and  held  the  lands  in  question  in  a  private  capa- 
city, and  not  as  a  public  body,  and  that  the  only  evidence 
of  their  determination  of  tiie  necessity  or  propriety  of  erec- 
ting a  fence  which  may  be  demanded,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
acts  of  themselves  and  their  agents.^' 
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The  court  refused  so  to  charge,  and  the  conntel  for  the 
plaintiffi  then  and  there  excepted  • 

That  the  Common  Council  may  distinctly  see  the  whole 
ground  upon  which  these  proceedings,  and  especially  the 
above  exceptions,  rest,  the  ruling  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
(Nelson,  Judge,)  in  the  great  case  of  Bailey  vs.  ihe  Mayor> 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  (3rd 
Hill's  Reports,  p.  539,)  growing  out  of  the  breaking  away 
of  the  Croton  dam,  is  given  in  the  following  extract : 

^^  The  powers  conferred  by  the  several  acts  of  the  legis- 
lature, authorizing  the  execution  of  this  great  work,  are  not, 
strictly  and  legally  speaking,  conferred  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  The  grant  is  a  special  private  franchise,  made  as 
well  for  the  private  emolument  and  advantage  of  the  city, 
as  for  the  public  good.  The  state,  in  its  sovereign  charac- 
ter,  has  no  interest  in  it.  It  owns  no  part  of  the  work.  The 
whole  investment  under  the  law,  and  the  revenue  and  pro- 
fits to  be  derived  therefrom,  are  a  part  of  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  city  ;  as  much  so  as  the  houses  and  lands  be- 
longing to  it,  situate  within  its  corporate  limits." 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  two 
cases,  are  very  nearly  the  antipodes  of  each  other. 

The  proceedings  in  the  case  first  above  mentioned  will  be 
reviewed  by  the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  exceptions  taken  to 
the  Judge's  charge,  in  the  expectation  that  a  different  result 
will  be  reached  ;  but  should  the  ruling  of  the  court  be  afilrm- 
ed,  all  beneficial  control  over  the  aqueduct  grounds  in  the 
county  of  Westchester,  and  also  on  this  island, — acquired 
by  the  payment  of  three  times  their  value, — will  be  effect- 
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ually  lost  to  the  city,  and  this  great  work  be  subjected  to  all 
the  contingencies  of  abuse  and  damage,  which  the  interefti> 
or  the  passions  of  adjoining  owners  may  inflict.  Believing 
thftt  nothing  short  of  the  perfect  and  absolute  ownership  of 
theae  grounds  in  fee  simple,  with  all  the  rights,  privileget 
and  immunities  attaching  to  such  ownership  in  the  hands  of 
a  private  individual,  will  enable  the  city  to  protect  the  great 
interests  involved  ;  this  department,  in  a  special  communi- 
cation to  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  on  the  14th  of  February 
last,  called  its  attention  to  the  subject.  That  communica- 
tion was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws,  but  it  is  believ- 
ed that  no  report  has  yet  been  made.  The  suggestions 
therein  submitted  have  been  strengthened  and  confirmed  by 
subsequent  observation  and  experience,  and  this  department 
respectfully  requests,  that  a  subject  of  so  much  importance 
may  receive  attention  in  time  to  ask,  and  procure  from  the 
legislature  during  its  present  session,  such  powers  as  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  case  may  seem  to  tequire . 

No  direct  progress  has  yet  been  made  in  the  purchase 
of  ground  for  a  new  and  larger  reservoir.  The  necessity  for 
this  work  was  placed  before  the  Common  Council  in  Jnne 
last,  Doc.  No.  41,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department ;  that  no  definite  action 
has  been  had,  seems  to  have  arisen  more  from  a  want  of 

powers  than  a  deficient  appreciation  of  its  necessity.  In  the 
mean  time  real  estate  on  the  island  is  constantly  and  rapid- 
ly rising  in  value,  much  faster  than  the  interest  on  its  cost, 
while  sales  in  single  lots,  and  small  parcels,  is  increasing  the 
number  of  owners,  and  making  it  more  difficult  to  procure 
in  a  body  the  number  of  acres  required.  It  is  respectfully 
suggested  that  the  Common  Council  by  resolution  direct  the 
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Finance  Committee,  the  Comptroller,  the  Croion  Aqnednct 
Committee,  or  this  department,  to  proceed  immediately  in 
the  purchase  of  the  g^roimd  ;  if  there  were  no  other  reason 
Ibr  action,  economy  would  demand  it ;  but  there  are  other 
and  imperative  reasons.  Each  year  will  increase  the  neees- 
tary  consumption  of  water,  and  the  reservoirs  now  bnilt  are 
barely  eqaal  to  furnish  the  wants  of  the  city  for  the  few 
days  that  the  aqueduct  is  drawn  off,  to  permit  extmioation 
and  repairs  of  its  interior ;  nor  can  it  now  be  drawn  off 
without  a  sensation  of  fear  and  anxiety,  which  is  every 
year  renewed  and  increased,  and  if  the  means  of  storing  a 
more  copious  supply  be  not  provided  within  the  next  five 
years,  these  examinations  must  be  abandoned,  or  the  city 
be  without  water  during  a  portion  of  the  lime  they  are  in 
progress. 

The  ^^  Bureau  of  Sewers  and  Drains,"  attached  to  the 
department  has  been  very  actively  employed  throughout 
the  season,  and  a  large  amount  of  work  has  been  accom- 
plished. The'benefits  resulting  from  the  construction  of 
sewers,  in  the  increased  convenience,  cleanliness  and  com- 
fort of  every  dwelling  connected  with  them,  is  becoming 
widely  known  and  appreciated ;  dwellings  so  connected 
are  greatly  preferred  by  tenants,  and  an  advanced  renty 
more  than  equal  to  the  interest  on  the  cost,  readily  obtain- 
ed for  them.  The  period  is  not  distant  when  they  will  come 
to  be  considered  as  necessary  an  appendage  to  every  house, 
as  a  supply  of  water,  and  also  as  the  most  ready  and  cer- 
t^n  means  of  promoting  and  preserving  the  public  health. 

Mr.  Alfred  W.  Craven,  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  de- 
psurtment,  thoroughly  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the 


Doo.  No.  2.)  56 

interetti  involved  in  the  underground  drainage  of  the  city, 
has  devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  subject,  and  the  fruits 
of  his  industry,  though  quiet  and  unpretending,  are  of  a 
most  important  and  enduring  character.  Maps,  showing 
the  area  of  the  basin  to  be  drained  by  any  proposed  sewer, 
are  constructed ;  tables,  giving  the  maximum  quantity  of 
water  which  a  sewer  will  discharge,  of  any  assumed  size 
and  form,  upon  a  determined  angle  of  descent,  have  been 
compiled — and  the  greatest  quantity  of  rain  falling  within 
a  given  period,  ascertained  by  rain-guages,  carefully  ob- 
served through  a  series  of  years.  With  these  necessary 
data  before  him,  it  is  easy  to  adjust  with  great  accuracy,  the 
size  of  every  sewer  to  the  work  it  has  to  perform,  thus 
cheapening  their  construction  in  the  saving  of  materials. 

The  sewers  built  during  the  summer,  are  generally  of 
much  better  workmanship  than  formerly,  the  inspectors 
placed  upon  them  have  been  held  to  a  more  rigid  discharge 
of  iheir  respective  duties,  by  the  almost  daily  personal  visi- 
tations of  Mr.  Craven,  and  thus  forcing  the  contractors  to  a 
closer  compliance  with  the  details  of  their  several  con- 
tracts ;  the  result  has  been,  in  some  cases,  to  produce  work 
of  the  very  best  character — work  which  will  endure  for 
ages. 

The  department  would  suggest  that  in  building  sewers  in 
streets  crossing  the  island,  it  were  well  in  all  cases  to  con- 
nect the  principal  ones,  instead  of  stopping  them,  as  here- 
tofore practised,  within  some  sixty  or  eighty  feet  of  the 
summit  level.  A  strong  wind  blowing  directly  into  the 
mouth  of  any  large  sewer,  for  instance,  that  in  Twenty- 
third  street,  cannot  discharge  itself  through  the  small  open- 
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ingt  left  ID  the  ventilators,  and  as  a  consequence  sometimes 
overcomes  the  resistance  offered  by  the  traps  in  soil  pipes, 
and  pours  into  the  dwelling  volumes  of  fetid  air  ;  this  would 
beeflfectually  obviated  were  there  a  free  passage  opened  to 
it  from  river  to  river. 

Nature  has  furnished  every  facility  to  make  the  construc- 
tion of  sewers  easy,  and  their  operation  perfect.  To  do 
this  only  requires  ordinary  care  and  skill,  in  the  regulation 
of  streets  from  the  summit  to  either  river,  making  the 
grade,  if  possible,  continuous  in  every  street,  and  giving  to 
each  its  independent  sewer  ;  avoiding  the  errors  of  curves, 
and  frequent  connections,  by  which  the  velocity  of  the 
current  is  arrested,  deposits  quickly  formed,  and  constant 
charges  incurred  for  cleaning.  A  straight  sewer  of  proper 
form,  with  an  inclination  of  eight  inches  to  a  hundred  feet, 
would  never  require  the  outlay  of  a  dollar  in  cleansing  it; 
the  receiving  basins  only  would  demand  occasional  atten- 
tion. Old  errors,  as  in  the  grade  of  Canal  street,  the  Col- 
lect grounds,  and  some  otiier  parts  of  the  city,  are  probably 
irreparable ; — if  they  serve  as  cautions  to  prevent  similar 
ones  hereafter,  in  the  upper  and  new  parts  of  the  island, 
they  will  not  have  been  without  their  benefits. 

The  practical  operation  of  the  ordinance  regulating  con- 
tracts, especially  as  affecting  the  construction  of  sewers,  is 
found  to  be  injurious.  Tlio  196th  section  of  the  "  Ordi- 
nance organizing  the  departments  of  the  municipal  gov- 
ernment of  the  city  of  New  York,^'  compels  the  award  of 
all  contracts  "  to  the  lowest  bidder.^^  Under  an  enactment 
so  imperative,  it  has  happened  that  this  department  has 
entered  into  contracts  where  it  was  within  its  knowledge, 
that  the  individual  had  not  the  necessary  mechanical  skill, 
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to  build  a  sewer,  nor  the  money  or  credit  to  purcbaae  a  load 
of  bricks,  or  a  barrel  of  cement.  Trouble,  vexation  and 
delay  necessarily  follow  before  his  sureties  can  be  forced  to 
take  up  and  complete  the  work  ;  the  excavation  having  in 
the  mean  time  been  commenced,  and  carried  just  ftir 
enough  to  make  the  street  impassable,  and  suspend  all 
business  in  buildings  fronting  on  it.  The  sewer  built  in 
Fletcher  street  during  the  past  summer,  is  an  example  ;  so 
slow  was  its  progress  towards  completion  as  to  attract  public 
attention  to  it,  and  call  out  public  denunciations  of  the 
imbecility  and  negligence  of  this  department;  yet  it  had 
done  its  whole  duty  with  promptness  and  energy  ;  the 
difficulty  had  its  origin  in  the  ordinance.  The  part  quoted 
should  be  repealed,  and  the  department  clothed  with  some 
little  discretion,  if  tlie  administration  of  its  affairs  hith- 
erto has  acquired  for  it  any  character  for  honesty  and  trust- 
worthiness. 

Section  504  of  the  same  ordinance,  contains  provisions 
impossible  of  execution.  The  deparlment  can  never 
know  "  that  all  persons  who  have  performed  work  or  fur- 
nished materials  for  the  performance  of  the  contract,  have 
been  fully  paid  therefor,  according  to  their  respective  agree- 
ments with  the  contractor,  before  the  last  installment  due  on 
the  contract  shall  be  paid."  The  President  of  the  depart- 
ment has  expended  much  time  fruitlessly  in  the  vain 
attempt  to  carry  out  the  provision  above  quoted.  Claims 
presented  under  it  are  often  disputed,  and  upon  grounds 
that  may  or  may  not  constitute  a  legal  defence;  he  has 
not,  nor  has  the  Board  over  which  he  presides,  any  judicial 
character;  his  or  its  judgment  is  of  no  binding  force  upon 
the  parties  when  rendered,  and  consequently  no  progress  is 
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mide  towardfl  a  final  adjustment.  Nor  if  the  department 
wai  clotlied  with  these  powers,  would  it  be  possible  to 
ezerdae  them  ;  it  has  not  the  time  to  devote  to  it.  The 
provifion  referred  to  'should  be  repealed  or  essentially  mod- 
ified. 

The  locality  of  the  various  sewers  constructed,  since  the 
last  annual  report,  or  now  being  constructed,  the  length  of 
each,  and  the  aggregate  of  the  whole,  amounting  to  ten 
and  a  quarter  miles,  is  set  forth  in  schedule  F.  The  income 
derived  from  permits  issued  to  make  Connections  with  the 
public  sewers,  amounting  to  818,977  00,  is  particularly  de- 
tailed in  schedule  H  ;  and  the  cost  of  repairing  and  cleaning 
them,  in  schedule  I.  The  department  has  recently  ascer- 
tained, by  a  careful  review  of  the  documents  in  its  posses- 
sion, (not  always  reliable)  that  the  whole  length  of  sewer- 
age now  in  use  in  the  city  reaches  tosevcnty  miles,  making 
the  cost  of  all  repairs  equal  to  $27  22  per  mile,  and 
the  annual  charge  of  cleaning  them,  and  the  receiving 
basins  and  culverts,  $88  77  per  mile.  All  the  large  sewers, 
including  that  in  Canal  street,  have  been  thoroughly 
cleansed  during  the  past  season,,  and  it  is  not  expected  that 
the  annual  cost  of  this  service  will  be  much  increased  for 
some  years  to  come.  A  portion  of  these  sewers  built  in 
yean  past, are  either  altogether  without  man-holes,  through 
which  to  enter,  and  clean  them,  or  they  are  placed  so  far 
apart  as  not  to  furnish  the  required  facilities  for  that  purpose; 
out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  year  1851,  under  the  head 
of  ^^  sewers  and  drains,"  enough  will  be  taken  to  remedy 
come  of  these  defects. 

The  department  has  heretofore  called  the  attention  of 
the  Common  Council,  (Doc.  No.  66,  Board  of  Aldermen,) 
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to  the  propriety  of  a  revision  of  the  present  mode  of  appor- 
tioning assessments  for  the  construction  of  sewers,  and  also 
to  some  incidental  matters  connected  therewith,  susceptible 
of  improvement :  it  now  ventures  to  express  the  hope  that 
the  approaching  session  of  the  Legislature  will  not  be  suf- 
fered to  pass  without  an  effort  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law,  conferring  the  necessary  powers  on  the  municipal 
government. 

At  the  October  sitting  of  the  Common  Council,  the  Al- 
derman from  the  Tenth  Ward  presented  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  referred  to  this 
department : 

"  Whereasy  An  ordinance  was  adopted  by  the  Common 
Council  in  April  last,  establishing  the  rates  of  the  regular 
and  extra  water  rents  to  be  collected  by  the  Crolon  Aque- 
duct Department;  and  whereas,  the  rates  so  fixed  are 
deemed  by  many  asr  unjust  and  unequal  in  their  operations, 
and  onerous  in  their  bearing  upon  the  various  interests 
thereby  affected,  therefore 

'*  Resalvedy  That  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  Board, 

"  Firstj  The  result  of  their  experience  of  the  practical 
operation  of  the  present  ordinance,  fixing  the  various  water 
rates,  and  what  modification,  (if  any)  is  required  in  its 
provisions. 

^^  Sectmdj  Their  opinion  upon  the  propriety  of  abolishing 
all  the  regular  water  rates,  so  that  the  use  of  the  water  may 
be  free  to  all  constmiers  for  domestic  purposes,  charging 
only  for  such  water  as  may  be  used  for  manufacturing  and 
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other   extraordinary  uses.     The  deficiency   between    the 
receipts  and  the  water  debt,  to  be  collected  by  direct  tax. 

"  TAirdy  The  probable  amount  of  revenue  that  will 
rccrue,  under  the  present  ordinance,  for  the  current  year 
for  regular  and  extra  rents. 

"  Fourth^  Any  other  information  the  department  may 
be  in  possession  of  that  may  assist  the  Common  Council  in 
perfecting  some  permanent  system  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, more  equal  in  its  operation  than  the  present  one." 

And  on  the  15th  of  November  last ,  resolutions  of  similar 
import  were  offered  in  the  Board  of  Assistant  Aldermen  by 
the  member  from  the  Eigtheenth  Ward,  and  referred  to  a 
Special  Committee  of  that  Board. 

The  last  resolutions  contained  an  enquiry  not  found  in 
the  first,  namely,  the  expense  of  collecting  these  rates  for 
the  years  1848,  1849  and  1850.  * 

These  resolutions  embrace  so  wide  a  field  of  enquiry  and 
discussioq,  and  involve  so  many  questions  of  finance  and 
expediency,  that  this  Board, — were  they  now  first  propound- 
ed,— ^might  well  feel  great  hesitancy  in  attempting  to  answer 
them.  But  they  are  not  new  ;  scarcely  a  year  has  passed 
since  the  water  was  first  delivered  in  the  city,  that  similar 
propositions  have  not  been  made,  and  to  this  cause,  more 
than  to  all  others,  is  to  ho,  inferred  the  slow  increase  of 
revenue,  hitherto  derived  from  the  department ;  vague  and 
undefined  expectations  having  been  from  year  to  year 
created  that  the  Common  Council  were  about  to  declare  the 
water  free  to  all. 
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A  resort  to  the  public  discussions,  and  the  official  docu- 
ments having  in  view  '^  the  supply  of  this  city  with  pure 
and  wholesome  water,"  for  some  years  preceding  the  com- 
inenccment  of  the  work,  and  during  all  the  time  it  was  in 
progress,  will  show  that  the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  its 
sale,  held  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  reasons  urged  to 
undertake  the  work ;  it  was  not  only  to  meet  the  annual 
interest  of  the  debt  thereby  incurred,  but  was  to  fur- 
nish a  surplus,  which,  converted  into  a  sinking  fund, 
would  in  due  season  extinguish  that  debt,  and  ever  after 
pay  into  the  city  treasury,  a  sum  possibly  sufficient,  nearly 
to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  city  government. 

Upon  this  footing  it  was  that  the  question  "  Water  or 
no  Water"  was  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  spring  elec- 
tion in  1835,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  Every  sub- 
sequent step,  and  every  legal  enactment,  has  proceeded 
upon  the  same  basis.  Had  the  idea  been  then  held  out, 
that  the  water  upon  its  introduction  would  be  /ref,  and  the 
annual  taxes  increased  by  a  sum  equal  to  the  interest  on 
the  debt  thereby  created,  it  is  not  probable  that  a  majority 
of  votes  would  have  been  found  in  favor  of  the  project; 
while  it  is  very  certain  that  the  necessary  laws  authorizing 
the  Common  Council  to  borrow  tiio  money  to  construct  the 
work,  could  not  Iiavc  been  procured  without  a  pledge  of 
these  revenues  as  a  sinking  fund  to  meet  the  final  payment 
of  the  debt. 

In  proof  of  the  expectations  held  out  to  our  citizens  as 
inducements  to  favorable  action  at  the  election  referred  to, 
the  following  extrtict  from  a  report  of  the  Water  Commis- 
sioners, submitted  to  the  Common  Council,  and  by  it  to  the 
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people,  immediately  preceding  that  election,  is  given : 
"  When  the  project  shall  be  completed,  the  eventual  re- 
ceipts will  more  than  pay  the  interest  on  the  capital 
expended,  and  the  annual  cost  of  attending  the  works,  and 
in  due  time  leave  a  surplus  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt 
that  may  be  incurred." 

As  r^ards  the  pledge  of  all  the  revenues  to  the  sinking 
fond  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt,  the  following  further 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  Water  Commissioners,  made  to 
the  Common  Council  in  December,  1842,  is  submitted  : 

"  The  Common  Council,  by  the  law  of  1835,  which  was 
their  first  fiscal  legislation  after  the  electors  had  decided  in 
favor  of  the  work,  in  providing  for  an  issue  of  two  and  a 
half  millions  of  stock,  thought  it  proper  at  the  same  time  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  fund  for  extinguishing  the  princi- 
pal, by  enacting  that  all  the  revenue  to  he  received  for  water 
to  he  procured  by  the  said  workj  and  furnished  to  the  inhabit- 
ants' of  the  city,  shall  be  especially  appropriated  as  a  sink^ 
ingfund  towards  the  redemption  of  the  said  Water  Stock. 
Similar  pledges,  and  in  similar  terms,  are  contained  in  each 
of  the  subsequent  laws  of  May  3d,  1838,  April  23d,  1840, 
and  June  25th,  1841,  under  which  the  successive  issues  of 
stock  were  made,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  (at  that  time) 
to  nine  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars.  The  Legislature  of 
the  state,  in  authorizing  the  city  government  to  create  the 
stock  thus  issued  from  time  to  time^  also  sanctioned  and 
enforced  the  pledges  given  on  the  part  of  the  city  in  the 
law  of  1835  ;  for  in  every  instance  thereafter^  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  granting  the  necessary  power  to  raise  further 
amounts  by  loan,  expressly  enacted  that  all  the  provisions 
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of  the  laws  before  passed,  pledging^  the  faith  of  the  city, 
and  providing  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
stock  issued  by  virtue  thereof,  should  be  applicabie  to  the 
stocks  issued  in  pursuance  of  the  subsequent  acts  of  the 
Legislature." 

A  fair  construction  of  these  enactments  would  seem  to 
require  from  the  city  government  the  imposition  on  and 
collection  from  every  consumer  of  a  fair  equivalent  for  the 
value  of  the  water  delivered  to  him.  Any  other  course 
would  be  an  abridgment  of  the  creditors'  security,  effected 
without  his  consent,  and  his  rights  would  be  as  manifestly 
violated  by  the  evasion  *'  as  by  the  bold  denial  or  avowed 
disregard  of  them.'' 

If  it  were  possible  to  graduate  the  charges  for  water  to 
each  consumer,  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  used 
by  him,  no  one  could  doubt  the  perfect  fairness  of  the  prin- 
ciple, and  universal  assent  aud  satisfaction  would  follow  its 
adoption  ;  but  it  is  not  now,  and  perhaps  may  never  be, 
possible  to  reach  such  precision.  We  can  only,  by  care- 
ful attention  to  the  collection  of  data,  and  by  judicious  re- 
visions of  the  rates  upon  the  footing  of  such  data,  from 
time  to  time,  make  a  nearer  approach  to  it.  To  do  this 
is  evidently  a  duty.  The  Croton  water  is  essentially  a 
merchantable  commodity,  as  much  so  as  flour  or  meat,  and 
it  has  a  fixed,  permanent  and  unchangeable  value,  to  wit, 
the  cost  per  hundred  gallons  of  delivering  it  here.  This  cost 
is  made  up  of  the  interest  of  the  capital  expended  in  the 
construction  of  the  works,  added  to  the  annual  outlay  for 
repairs  and  superintendence  ;  and  being  an  article  of  indis- 
pensable necessity — participated  in  by  every  iahabitant  of 
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the  city,  and  entering  into  the  daily  life  of  each — ^it  would 
seem  to  be  reasonable  and  proper  that  it  should  be  paid  for, 
as  heretofore,  by  those  using  it,  in  proportion,  as  near  as 
may  be,  to  consumption. 

To  strike  out  the  income  now  derived  from  the  regular 
rales — being  about  three-fourths  of  the  whole — and  to  col- 
lect a  like  amount  by  levying  it  annually  on  the  real  and 
personal  estate  subject  to  taxation,  would,  it  is  thought, 
create  inequalities  and  burthens  more  monstrous  than  any 
that  can  exist  under  the  present  system.  It  is  very  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  see  any  relation  between  a  cup  of 
water  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  and  the  amount  of 
that  individual's  estate,  by  which  the  value  of  the  former 
can  be  ascertained  and  adjusted,  Charges  made  upon  such 
a  footing  could  not  be  otherwise  than  erroneous  in  princi- 
ple, and  therefore  most  unjust  in  their  application. 


If  the  mode  of  collecting  the  interest  on  the  water  debt 
by  general  tax  had  been  originally  adopted  and  since  pur- 
sued, erroneous  as  the  principle  is  thought  to  be,  it  would 
have  been  less  objectionable  than  to  introduce  it  now,  as 
instead  of  mitigating  the  burthens  of  water  takers,  it  would 
greatly  increase  those  burthens  to  a  large  proportion  of 
them,  as  will  be  apparent  from  the  following  statement : 

The  income  from  the  water  has  never  equalled  the  inter- 
est on  the  debt,  though  each  successive  year  making  a 
closer  approach  to  it.  The  deficiency,  which  has  been 
supplied  by  general  tax,  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 
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For  nine  years,  equal  to  15  c(s.  per  annum,  and  which  dur- 
ing that  time,  has  paid  a  sum  of  $3,159,028  42. 

Another  year,  at  present  rates,  would  probably  have 
stricken  it  altogether  from  the  general  taxes. 

The  taxes  exhibited  in  the  preceding  table  have  been 
collected  from  water  takers  in  common  with  other  citizens. 
Now  suppose  the  owner  of  a  four  story  house,  or  store  of 
twenty-five  feet  front,  valued  at  $20,000,  to  have  com- 
menced taking  the  water  in  1842  ;  he  would  have  paid  for 
it,  during  these  nine  years,  at  the  rates  established  and  col- 
lected, the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eleven  dollars,  and 
would,  in  addition  thereto,  have  paid  in  his  general  tax  the 
further  sum  of  thirty  dollars  per  annum,  or,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, two  hundred  and  seventy  dollars,  making  the  cost  of 
water  to  him,  forty-two  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents  a  year 
for  the  whole  period. 

The  same  rates,  increased  or  diminished  in  amount  by 
the  value  and  description  of  the.property,  have  been  paid  by 
all  water  takers — cheerfully  and  unrepiningly  paid,  in  the 
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confident  expectation  that  the  period  was  not  distant,  and 
every  year  nearer,  when  the  income  to  be  derived  from  the 
water  would  meet  the  interest  on  the  debt,  and  release  him 
from  this  double  payment. 

Now  at  the  moment  when  this  expectation  is  about  to  be- 
come reah'ty,  it  is  proposed  to  abolish  'these  regular  water 
rates,  insert  an  equal  amount  in  the  general  tax,  and  thus 
more  than  double  the  present  charges  for  water,  for  a  long 
period,  upon  many  thousand  individuals  who  have  hitherto 
borne  the  heaviest  part  of  the  burthen  ! 

The  gross  injustice  of  such  a  procedure  is  sufiiciently  ap* 
parent  from  the  figures  without  comment.  As  a  measure  of 
finance  it  is  also  very  objectionable.  With  a  heavy  debt 
outstanding,  prudence  and  good  faith  alike  require  the  city 
government  to  husband  all  its  resources ;  among  these  re- 
sources, the  Croton  water  holds  the  most  conspicuous  place, 
furnishing  now,  and  for  all  time  to  come,  if  properly  man- 
aged, a  source  of  revenue  least  objectionable  to  the  payer, 
because,  a  tangible,  present,  and  unmistakable  equivalent 
is  received  for  his  money. 

Wherefore  then  voluntarily  relinquish  it?  Equal  now 
upon  the  regular  rates  to  $400,000  00  per  annum,  and 
encreasing  with  the  growth  of  the  city  every  year. 

Expediency  also  forbids  the  proposed  change .  The  inter- 
ests involved  in  the  proper  administration  of  the  varied,  anu 
intricate  duties  of  this  department,  can  only  be  preserved 
and  protected,  by  keeping  them  distinct  and  apart  from  all 
general  matters  pertaining  to  the  city  government.  The 
regular  rates  spoken  of  have  no  certain  or  enduring  charac- 
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ler ; — few  buildingfs  are  williout  some  fixtures  denominated 
extra,  and  for  which  an  additional  charge  is  now  properly 
made; — additions,  and  alterations,  are  constantly  being 
made  in  these  fixtures,  requiring  all  the  vigilance  the  de- 
partment can  exercise  to  prevent  waste,  and  detect  frauds. 
In  levying  the  proposed  tax,  the  assessors  could  not  be  ex- 
pected to  take  note  of  these  changes,  and  adjust  the  rate  in 
reference  to  them, — nor  would  they  be  able  to  do  it  if  re- 
quired of  them ;  while  the  effect  of  transferring  from  this 
department  so  large  a  portion  of  its  duties,  would  be  to  re- 
lieve  it  from  an  equal  amount  of  responsibility,  and  proba- 
bly render  it  careless,  and  inattentive  to  the  residue.  Such 
is  human  nature. 

The  supposition  that  the  convenience  of  the  public  would 
be  promoted  by  relieving  tax  payers  from  the  necessity  of 
calling  at  this  office  to  pay  their  water  rates,  and  again 
upon  the  Receiver  of  Taxes  to  pay  their  general  tax, — 
would  be  realized  to  a  very  inconsiderable  extent  only, — 
so  few  is  the  number  of  buildings  exempt  from  extra  rates. 

The  expenses  of  maintaining  and  conducting  this  de- 
partment would  not  be  materially  reduced  were  the  regular 
water  rates  converted  into  a  general  tux  ; — (he  dismissal  of 
a  few  clerks  in  the  Bureau  of  Water  Rents,  and  a  condensa- 
tion and  transfer  of  the  duties  of  some  other  individuals, 
would  be  the  extent  of  the  reform  in  this  particular,  pro- 
L  ducing  a  saving  of  money  in  salaries,  perhaps  of  four  thou- 
••"ffand  dollars  per  annum,  and  losing  ten  times  that  amount 
in  the  annual  revenue  from  the  water. 

The  expenses  of  the  department  for  salaries  were,  in 
1848,  $18,459  76,  in  1849,  $22,613  28,  and  in  1850,  $22,- 
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478  42.  During  the  period  above  indicated  the  important 
Bureau  of  Sewers  and  Drains  has  been  annexed,  and  the 
income  derived  from  the  department  more  than  doubled. 

Having  thus  reviewed  the  principles  and  stated  some  of 
the  more  prominent  objections  to  the  change  contemplated 
in  the  resolutions  herein  before  quoted,  the  department 
will  only  add  the  thorough  conviction  felt  by  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Board,  that  the  present  system  of  levying  the 
water  rates,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  the  true  one  ;  that  it  should 
be  steadily  and  unwaveringly  pursued,  and  with  the  powers 
reserved  to  the  Common  Council  in  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture creating  the  department  '^  to  modify,  alter,  and  amend 
such  rates  from  time  to  time,"  they  may  be  so  adjusted  as 
fiaaliy  to  satisfy  the  most  perverse  and  querulous  tax  payer. 

The  period  during  which  the  present  rates  have  been  in 
operation, — eight  months, — is  not  sufficient  to  enable  the 
department  to  speak  with  confidence  as  to  all  those  rates, 
but  experience  has  indicated  that  some  of  them  require  re- 
vision and  modification  : — it  is  recommended  that  this  be 
done  by  the  Common  Council  in  time  for  next  year's  col- 
lections. 

In  order  still  further  to  equalize  the  burthens  of  taxation 
imposed  in  consequence  of  the  introduction  of  a  supply  of 
water,  it  is  thought  that  a  specific  tax  should  be  levied  on 
vacant  lots,  and  personal  estate  ;  both  these  have  derived, 
and  will  continue  to  receive  direct,  and  appreciable  bene- 
fits from  this  source.  Even  after  the  income  from  the 
water  shall  have  reached  a  sum  equal,  or  beyond  the  inter- 
est on  the  whole  debt,  the  taxes  indicated  should  be  con- 
doned as  a  legitimate  and  equitable  source  of  revenue. 

6 
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The  law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  18th  of  April ,  1843« 
by  which  a  large  part  of  the  area  of  the  island  was  exempt- 
ed from  taxation  for  the  water  debt,  has  had  a  most  un- 
equal and  therefore  unfair  operation  ; — no  part  of  the  defi- 
ciency of  income,  amounting  in  the  aggregate,  as  hereinbe- 
fore stated,  to  $3,159,028  42,  has  been  levied  upon  thii 
exempt  portion  ; — the  water  pipes  are  now  laid  in  many 
miles  of  streets  within  this  district,  and  the  owners,  and  oc- 
cupants are  consequently  receiving  a  supply  of  water  upon 
terms  much  more  favorable  than  have  been  imposed  upon 
the  lower  wards. 

This  report  has  reached  a  length  so  much  beyond  what 
was  intended,  that  the  department  will  not  extend  it  by 
spreading  at  length  the  grounds  upon  which  a  water  tax 
on  vacant  lots,  and  personal  estate  is  recommended,  (they 
cannot  fail  to  present  themselves  to  every  reflecting  mind,) 
but  leaves  the  suggestion  to  the  wisdom,  and  early  atten- 
tion of  the  municipal  government. 

In  conclusion,  the  department  avails  itself  of  the  lan- 
guage of  a  former  President  of  the  Board,  addressed  to  the 
Common  Council  (Mr.  Van  Schaick)  whose  early  and  un- 
remitting services  in  the  great  purpose  of  supplying  the  city 
with  water,  has  given  him  a  knowledge  of  the  subject  as  a 
whole,  and  in  detail,  not  surpassed,  if  equalled,  by  that  of 
any  other  individual. 

"  The  preservation  of  the  water  rents,  and  of  the  en- 
creasing  revenue  which  is  derived  therefrom,  so  important 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  finances  of  the  city  governmen  , 
and  so  indispensably  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  any 
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eontrol  whatsoever  over  the  consumption,  and  waste  of 
water,  and  the  unlimited  insertion  of  taps  in  the  pipes,  has 
been  frequently  and  fully  argued  in  reports  from  this  de- 
partment. 

"  Whenever  a  new  Common  Council  has  been  elected,  it 
hat  been  necessary  to  oppose  some  apparently  popular 
movement  on  this  subject.  Our  documents  abound  with 
these  discussions,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  arguments 
which  have  been  presented  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  pre- 
sent system  of  collecting  a  revenue  from  the  water,  when 
read  with  attention  and  impartiality,  will  produce  convic- 
tion on  the  mind  of  every  leg^islafor,  who  feels  himself 
bound  by  his  official  station,  calmly  to  investigate  the  jus- 
tice, propriety,  and  necessity  of  the  policy  which  has  been 
adopted.'^ 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  President. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  > 
December  31st,  1850.      ] 
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APPENDIX. 


SCHEDULE   A. 


AQUEDUCT  CONSTRUCTION  ACCOUNT. 


Cr. 


Balance  from  last  year,  unexpended, :  |1 .234  87 

Appropriaiions  of  Common  Council  for  1850, ;  19.890  00 
Aqueduct   Repairs   and  Improvemenis   for . 
advances  to  that  account, |         626  05 


Db. 


Iron  railing  on  wing  walls  at 

High  Bridge, !  $426  00 

Rich'dF.  Carman,  comp.  of  suit,  I  10.000  00 

Costs  paid  on  the  above, |  290  00 

Bridge  at  Croton  dam, i  1 .081  22 

Kitchen  at         do         ,  253  70 

Dredging  Harlem  river  at  High 

Bridge,* 1.215  00 

Stairs,  foot  of  173d  street,  at  do.  2.745  28 

Water  meters, 85  82 

Commissioners  of  highways  at  > 

Dobbs'  ferry, ,  100  00 


$21,760  92 


16.197  02 


Bal •  unexpended  to  next  year, i {  jfe.5o3  90 


*  FvUiar  payments  to  be  made  on  this  aooouit. 
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SCHEDULE   B. 


AQUEDUCT   HEPAIHS  AMD  IMPaOVEBtENTS. 


Cb. 


Unexpended  balance  from  last  year, 
Appropriation  for  18ft0,. 


Da. 


Tazei  on  Aqueduct,  Westches- 
ter County, 

Timber, 

Labor,  mechanics  and  men, . . . 

Tools,  and  repairing  tools, .... 

Hardware, 

Oil, 

Iron  work, 

Lumber, 

Sundries, 

Wagon  hire, 

Cement  and  sand,.. 

Paint, 

Manure, 

Casualties,* 

Grass  seed, 

Transportation, 

Stone  and  brick, 

Law  exp.  for  surveys  and  map. 

Aqueduct  Construction  Acct., 
for  advances, 

Bal.  unexpen,,  carried  to  1851, 


$383 

97 

7.699 

363 

150 

34 

86 

1.053 

409 

189 

84 

112 

128 

75 

52 

121 

1.104 

35 


76 
73 
16 
81 
62 
40 
07 
29 
59 
00 
00 
46 
50 
00 
58 
78 
61 
00 


626  05 


$2,656  62 
20.000  00 

22.656  62 


12.697  31 
$9,959  21 


•  For  ta  oz  kUM  bj  ftUiiiC  into  •  pit  tZMTifted  b J  ft  enlTiii. 
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SCHEDULE    C. 


CBOTON  WATER  WORKS  EXTENSION. 


Cb. 


By  balance  from  1849, 

"  received  from  Wm.  Kemble^  culling  off 

Pip««> 

^^  approprialion  of  Com.  Coun.  for  1850^ 


De. 


Wages  p'd  foremen  and  labor's, 

Cartage, 

Excavation,.. 

Pipes,  branches,  sleeves,  &c.... 

Took  and  repairing, 

Sundry  bills, 

Wagon  hire, 

Pig  lead, 

Coal, 

Air  cocks, 

Stop  cocks, 

Timber  for  bed-pieces, 

Wire-screens,   Receiving  res'r, 

Mason  work,. .  •  • 

Calvert,  79th  st.  and  3d  avenue, 
Stop-cocks,  cor.  5lh  av.,  29lh  si. 
Filling  in  79th  street, 

Bal.  to  credit  of  1861,.  • . . 


ai.925  27 

498  50 

5.442  99 

17.367  81 

107  93 

42  40 

51  00 

1.637  55 

17  00 

58  29 

2.374  31 

79  62 

686  00 

348  62 

107  37 

925  01 

41  38 


$10,678  21 

27  00 
25.600  00 

36.305  21 


31.711  06 
$4,594  16 


Bbc.Vo.i.) 
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SCHEDULE    D 


STATISTICAL  TABLES. 


Cr. 


Balance  from  1849,  unexpended,, 


Dr. 


$3,314  35 


P'd  cl'ks  for  copying,  classifying 

and  arranging  ward  returns,' $1,101  13 

Stationery, ;  92  84 

Wm.  G.  Hunt,  on  acct,  for  raak-: 

ing  ward  maps, 1 .05.7  77 

Unexp'd  bal.,  credit  next  year. 


2.251  74 
$1,062  61 
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SCHEDULE  E. 


WATER   PIPES   AND    LAYING. 


Cr. 


Unexpended  balance  from  1849, 

Appropriation  by  Com.  Council  for  1850,. 

Sundry  special  appropriations  for  hydrants, 

&c., 


Dr. 


Wages  paid  foremen  and  men 

Cartage, .^  • .    

Tapping  pipes, ; 

Fire  hydrants, , 

Repairing  hydrants, ! 

t 

Brass  cocks, I 

Fire  hydrants  and  stop  cockj 

boxes, I 

Branches,  sleeves,  caps,  bends,; 

&c.,.. I 

Water  pipes, : 

Receiving  reservoir, j 

Powder  and   blasting, | 

Pig  lead, 

Tools  and  repairing  tools,. . .  .> 

Office  expenses, , 

Miscellaneous  bills, 

Tappers'  boxes, 


36.591  36 
1.969  47 
3.257  00 
3.127  00 
1.350  91 
2.638  01 

2.243  60 

1.462  21 
50.042  56 
182  15 
281  00 
4.798  16 
898  60 
384  09 
349  93 
605  08 


13.026  24 
140.000  00 

1.605  00 


$154,531  24 


Forward, 

7 


i$110,181  131$  54,531  24 


Doc.  No.  2.) 


78 


SCHEDULE  E.— CONTINUED. 


WATER  PIPES  AND  LAYING. 


Cr. 


Dr. 


Brought  forward, ;$164,531  2^ 


Brought  forward, 

Advertising, 

Stop  cocks, 

Repairing  stop  cocks, 

Rent,  pipe  yard  Greenwich 
lane  to  1st  May, 

Packing  yarn, 

Fuel,  melting  lead  and  black- 
smith shop, 

Office  furniture, 

Engineer's  office, 

Distributing  reservoir, 

Proving  yard, 

Wagon  hire, 

Repairing  free  hydrants, 

Small  castings, 

Paving  sand, 

Excavation  for  water  pipes 
(contracts) 

Basins  in  Stuyvesant  square,.. 

Timber  for  bed  pieces, 


$110,181 

120 

3.730 

1.070 

50 
542 

240 

110 

147 

1.052 

3.848 

367 

47 

3.136 

113 

5.153 

2.346 

30 


13 
98 
00| 
26 

ooj 

28 

44 
85 
81 
96, 

421 
90| 
871 
19! 
19 


90i 
49 
15 


Forward, $132,290  82  $154,531  24 
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SCHEDULE  E.— CONTINUED. 


WATER  PIPES  AND  LAYING. 


Gu 


Di. 


Brought  forward, 


$154,531  24 


Brought  forward, $132,290  bS! 

Omnibus  fare,  laying  pipes  at  j 

Harlem, 47  75 

Lowering   mains    at    Murray 

hai, 12.633  68 

Stationery, 264  6C 

Culverts  at  Fifth  avenue  and 

Forty-sixth  street, ,  142  16 

City  Treasury,  lapsed  appro- i 

.priations, 1  1 .505  OC 


Unexpended  balance  to  1851, 


5146.883  93 


$7.647  31 
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SCHEDULE    F. 


Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers, 
December  31st,  1850. 

Report  of  the  Water  Purveyor,  showing  the  length  and  locality 
of  Sewers,  and  the  number  of  Receiving  Basins  for  which  con- 
tracts have  been  made  by  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department^ 
from  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1850. 


BETWEEN 


2a 


I 


e 


34th  street. . . . 
19th  street. . . . 
Lexington  av. 
31st street.. ..  \ 
Park  place . .  •  i 


2d  avenue.... 
Madison  av.. . 
Delancy  st. .  • . 

4th  street 

Park 

Broadway.... 

4th  street 

3d  avenue.. .. 
34th  street. . . . 
33d  street.... 
lOlh  street. ... 

3d  street 

Gold  street . . . 
Lafayette  place 
29th  street. . . . 

9th  street 

27th  street. . . . ' 
31st.street....  j 
Fletcher  street 


7th  avenue  and  220  feet 

1  St  and  2d  avenues 

30th  street  and  32d  street 

.Sth  and  9th  avenues ... 

Broadway,  to  and  through  Church 

to  Barclay  street 

29th  and  33d  streets 

23d  and  25th  streets 

end  of  sewer  and  bulkhead 

Macdougal  st.  and  Layfayette  place, 
east  side  City  Hall  and  Frankfort  st. 

Pine  and  Cedar  sts 

ivenuc  C  and  340  feet  east 

36th  and  38th  streets 

220  feet  east  7th  av.  and  Broadway. 

Hh  and  6th  avenues 

avenue  C  and  Dry  Dock  street 

near  av.  A  to  west  line  of  av.  A . . . . 

Maiden  lane  and  Piatt  sts 

4th  street  and  Gt.  Jones  street 

Hudson  river  and  10th  avenue 

Broadway  and  4th  avenue. 

8th  av.  and  120  feet  west  6lh  av, . . 

Lexington  av.  and  3d  av 

W^ater  and  Pearl  streets 


220' 
700i 
525; 
860 

668 

1.000 
460 
300 

1.9151 
320  j 
170; 
384; 
455' 
660  j 

1.020- 
403 
130 
247; 
222! 

1.405 
350 

1.630 
400 
239 


6 
1 
4 
12 
1 


1 
1 
2 


2 
2 
1 
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Schedule  F — continued 


BETWEEN 


^.2 


:    6S 


37th  St. and 6th, from  sewer  in  35lh  St.,  through  6th' 

avenue '     av.  and  37th  st.  to  near  5th  av . . . 

ad  av.,39th  stJfr.  36th  st,  thro'  2d  av.  &  39th  st.  to 
and  3d  av. . .  .3d  av.,  &  in  3d  av.  fr.  38th  to  42d  st 

Beach  st from  75  feet  west  of  Hudson  thro' 

Greenwich  to  Hubert  street 

Do I  Hudson  and  Chapel  streets 

Broadway ....  iGrand  and  Spring  streets 

Washington  pi.' Mercer  and  Greene  streets 

30th  street. ...  80  ft.  VV.  of  3d  av .  and  Lex .  av. . .  i 
Crosby  street.,  near  Houston  to  and  thro'  Howard  to 

Broadway | 

42d  street....  il  1th  and  12th  avenues | 

Delancy  street. 'Sheriff  and  Essex  streets 

9th  «treet lav.  A .  and  3d  avenue 

Lexington  av.!28th  and  30th  st.,  and  in  29th  st.. 

t     from  Lexinsfton  to  4th  av 


\ 


30th  street.... 
11th  street.. .. 
William  street. 


Madison  and  4th  av 

Avenue  C  and  Dry  Dock  street .... 

Exchange  place  and  near  Wall  st. . . 

37th  street. . . .  '8th  av.  and  ne<ir  9th  av 

Water  street . .  Maiden  lane  and  Wall  st 

13th  street.... 1 100  ft.  E.  of  6th  av.,  to  and  throu' 

I     8th  av.  and  Janest.  to  Hudson  st. 

4th  street Avenue  H  and  Bowery 

30th  street. . .  .'4th  and  Lexington  avenue 

5th  street ^316  ft.  VV.  of  Av.  D  and  East  river. 

17th  street. . . .  near  2d  av.,  to  and^throu'  1st  av.  to! 

i     18th  street 

Orange  street .  Chatham  and  Cross  sts < 

Avenue  A.. .  .;12th  and  13th  stree.s ; 

Broadway ....  8th  and  9th  streets 

Do '4th  st.  and  Washington  place 

Albany  st .Washington  and  Greenwich  sts. . . . 

2d  avenue ....  6th  and  7th  sts ! 

6th  avenue. . .  from  40th  st.,  to  and  throu'  43d  st.  toj 

near  5th  av | 

Frankfort  st.  •  •  from  Jacob,  to  and  throu'  Cliff  to 

I    Hague  st 


1560 


2550; 


557 


801 
95< 
220 
37b 

2581 

750' 
2.00(' 
2.070 

96( 

395 
442 
148 

700 
460j 

2466! 

'2.884' 
437 
1.259 


i 


885 

450 
199 
200 
285 

ro 

210 
1511 

300 


4 
16 


1 
4 
1 


16 
4 


3 

8 

10 
1 
4 

2 

2 


1 
4 
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Schedule  F— continued, 


!  -a  •     '■ /nM 

nniEET.  BETWEEN  U, «       :    O^ 

.    _.      ..  ._ JS.g    !.sstf  ^ 

Greene  street. .  Clinton  and  Waverly  j)lace 265 

26th  street. . . .  |8th  av.  and  300  ft.  west 350; 

44th  street '8th  and  9th  avs 850, 

Warren  street.  50  ft.  west  of   Broadway,   to  and  >  1A04!       4 

thro'  VV.  Broadway  to  Murray  st.  ) 

Batavia  street.  Roosevelt  and  James  streets 325 

Duane street. .  .from  near  Broadway,  to  and  through  ^ 

West  Broadway /rhomas,  Hudson  ^2600      11 

and  Jay  sts.  to  North  river )  , 

29th  street. . .  •  :5th  and  Madison  avs 460 

William  street. .  Liberty  and  Cedar  sts 129 

37th  street . . ..  Madison  and  5th  avs 385 

6th  street 2d  avenue  and  Bowery >       650        1 

20th  St.,  rebuilt  5th  and  6th  avenues.  /. 970       2 

13th  street....  100  feet  east  of  2d  av.,  to  and  thro'  )  ,-«.p        ^ 

a V.  A.  to  14th  street ) 

Orange  street.  .'Cross  and  Walker  streets 1 .  120       5 

29th  street... .;2d  and  3d  avenues !       614 

7th  St.,  rebuilt.  Avenues  B  and  C !       772;       2 

12th  street. . ..  Avenues  C  and  Drv  Dock  street . . . .  |       440 


Receiv'g  basinicorner  of  Mulberry  and  Grand  st... 

Do.  ! corner  Broadway  and  26th  st 

Do.  ! corner  3d  av.  and  ISth  street ; 

Do.  icorner  Barclav  and  Greenwich  sts. . ! 


1 
2 
2 
1 


Total i56.079|  173 

*  In  addition  to  the  above  there  haa  been  built  at  private  expense  about  1.600  feet 
of  lewer- 

RECAPITULATION. 

Of  sewer  by  contract 56.079  lineal  feet. 

''      at  private  expense.   1.500    ''        '^ 


Total 57.579  feet,  or  more  than  11  miles. 

Receiving  Basins 173 

Culverts  to  do.,  about 4 . 000  lineal  feet. 

JOHN  P.  FLENDER, 
Chief  of  Bureau  Sewera  and  Drains j  and  Water  Purveyor. 
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Schedule  F — continued. 

Statement  of  Ordinances  for  Sewers,  received  by  the  Croton 
Aqueduct  Department,  under  which  work  has  not  been 
commenced. 


^39th  street.. 


1 

•Broome  St..  100  feet  east  of  Broadway  to  Crosby  street. 
•Delancy  st. .  Essex  to  Bowery.  , 

•9th  street. .  .'east  of  3d  av.  to  east  of  4tli  av. 
*38th  street. .:  100  feet  west  of  5th  av.,  to  and  thro'  6th  av. 

to  37th  street. 
100  feet  west  of  5lh  av.,  to  and  thro'  6th  av. 
to  38th  street. 
•4th  street  ...I  Bowery  to  Lafayette  place. 
tl4th  street.. i  10th  to  11th  avenue. 
t2d  avenue. .; 27th  to  28th  street. 
t29th  street. .  .3d  to  2d  avenue. 
{Orange  st, .  .|  Cross  to  Walker  st. 

tl7th  street. .!  100  feet  west  of  6th  av.,  to  and  thro'  7th  av. 

[     to  14th  St. 

*  The  sewen  with  which  these  will  connect,  were  not  completed  in  time  to  admit 
of  their  being  built  before  winter. 

t  Deferred  nntO  afler  regulation  of  the  street. 
X  OidimuKM  receiTed  too  late. 
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SCHEDULE    G 


Bureau  of  Pipes  and  Sewers, 
December  31,  1850. 

Report  of  the  Water  Purveyor^  showing  the  size^  length  and 
locality  of  Water  Pipes ^  laid  from  January  1st  to  Decern^ 
ber  Zlst^  1850,  both  inclusive  : 

FOUR  INCH  PIPE. 

Gay  street,  between  Christopher  and  Fourth  street,  272  ft. 
Birmingham,      "      Madison  and  Henry           "         214 " 
Morris,                "      Washington  and  West      "         238 " 
In  Fullon  Market, 187  " 

Total, 911  ft. 

SIX  INCH  PIPE. 

Manhattan  street,  bet.  Cannon  and  Third  streets,     331  ft. 

Hudson            "  "  12th  and  13th  ''            252 " 

Madison  avenue,  '^  32d  and  34th  "            451  " 

Lexington        "  "  29th  and  32d  "            714 « 

Second             "  "  14th  and  24th  "          2,237 " 

Fourth              "  "  21st  and  24th  "            800 " 

Fifth                "  "  19th  and  30th  "          2,700 « 

Seventh            "  "  22d  and  25lh  *'             842 " 

"               "  "  32dand42d  "         2,400" 

Ninth               "  "  42dand43d  «            340" 

Thirteenth  street,  "  lOih  and  11th  avenues,...     627'* 


Forward, 11,594  ft. 
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Brought  forward, 11,594  ft 

Fourteenlh  street,  bet.  1st  and  3d   avenues,....    1,540" 


Sixteenth         " 
Seventeenth    " 


u 

iC 

ii 


Eighteenth 

Nineteenth 

Twentieth 

Twenty-fourth 

Twenty.fifth   " 

Twenty-sixth  " 

Twenty-seventh 


iC 


Tbirty.first 


a 


a 
a 
a 
a 


Thirty -second  " 


a 


a 
a 


Thirty-third 

ki  a 


a 


a 


Thirty-fourth  " 

a  a 

Thirty-fifth      " 
Thirty-sixth    '' 
Thirty-seventh 
Thirty-ninth    " 
Fortieth  " 

Seventy-ninth 
Eighty-sixth   " 


a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

iC 

a 
a 
a 
a 

(( 
(( 
a 
a 

(• 

a 
a 


A  and  B 
A  and  1st 
Broadway  and  4th 
AandB 
1st  and  2d 
1st  and  2d 
7th  and  8th 
1st  and  A 
10th  and  11th 
1st  and  2d 
lOlh  and  11th 
3d  and  Lexington 
4th  and  Lexington 
9th  and  10th 
Broadway  and  5th 
4tb  and  Lexington 
6th  and  7th 
Broadway  and  5th 
Broadway  and  8th 
10th  and  11th 
3d  and  2d 
Madison  and  4th 
3d  and  2d 

5th  and  8th 
8lh  and  9th 
6th  and  8th 


a 
u 
(( 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 

a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 


680" 
247" 
51" 
672" 
672" 
315" 
800" 
100" 
179" 
281" 
357" 
425" 
238" 
791" 
408" 
196" 
179" 
468" 

1,938  " 
952" 
100" 
125" 
323" 
332" 

3,C26  " 
357" 

1,241  " 


3d  avenue  and  East  river,.  3,000  " 
do.  4th  avenue,     943  " 


Total, 32,530  ft. 
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TWELVE  INCH  PIPE. 

Third  avenue,  between  Seventy-ninth  and  Eighty- 
sixth  streets, • 1,990  ft, 

TWENTY  INCH  PIPE. 

Twenty-ninth  street,  between  Third  and  Eighth 

avenues, 5,000  ft. 

THIRTY  INCH  PIPE. 

Forty-second  street,  between  Distributing  reservoir 

and  Third  avenue, 2,390  ft, 

THIRTY-SIX  INCH  PIPE. 

Fifth  avenue,  between  Fortieth  and  Forty-second 

streets, 640  ft, 

RECAPITULATION. 

4  inch  water  pipe, 911  ft, 

32,530" 

, 1,990" 

5,000" 

2,390" 

640" 


6    «        ♦ 

12  «        * 

20  "        < 

30  "        ' 

36  «        * 

Total, ; 43,461  ft 

or  over  eight  and  one-third  miles. 

JOHN  P.  FLENDER, 

Wattr  Purveyor. 
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SCHEDULE    H. 


WEEKLY  RECEIPTS  FOR  PERMITS  TO  MAKE  CONNECTIONS 

WITH  SEWERS. 

1850.  Jan.  3... 

.   $80  OO' 

Bro't  up, .  99,802  60 

"  10..., 

.   179  OO;  1860.  July  11.... 

260  00 

«  17..., 

.   283  00' 

"  18.... 

320  00 

«  24.  .. 

150  00- 

"  25.... 

230  00 

«  31..., 

.   495  00 

1 

Aug^.  1 . . . . 

370  00 

Feb.  7.... 

90  00 

o. . . . 

480  00 

"  14.... 

90  Ooi 

1 

"  14.... 

438  00 

"  21.... 

,   280  00 

^M .... 

330  00 

"  28.... 

,   415  OOi 

tCy  • ... 

500  00 

Mar.  7..... 

270  OOi 

Sept.  5. . . . 

530  00 

"  14.... 

450  00! 

"  12.... 

410  00 

"  21.... 

510  00 

"  19.... 

.430  00 

"  28.... 

310  00 

"  26.... 

330  00 

Apl.  4.. .. 

390  00 

Oct.  3  •  •  •  • 

250  00 

«'  11..., 

.   270  00 

"  10.... 

392  50 

"  18.... 

,   373  00 

"  17.... 

440  00 

«  25.... 

385  00 

"  24.... 

395  00 

May  2 

,   357  00 

"  31.... 

230  00 

(C    Q 

^  •  •  •  4 

.   565  00 

Nov.  7.... 

221  00 

"  16.... 

867  60 

"  14.... 

265  00 

«  23..., 

.   550  00 

"  21.... 

310  00 

"  30.... 

360  00 

1 

"  28.... 

470  00 

June  6.. .. 

,   390  OOi 

JL^6C*  O  •  •  •  • 

220  00 

«  13.... 

.   583  OOJ 

1 

"  12.... 

326  00 

"  20..., 

.   410  00 

"  19.... 

397  00 

«  27... 

.   380  OOi 

"  26.... 

420  00 

July  5... 

.   320  00 

"  31.... 

220  00 

Carried  up,  $9,802  50; 


#18,977  00 
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SCHEDULE    I 


SEWERS,    REPAIRING    AND   CLEANING. 


Cr. 


Balance  from  last  year,  unexpended, '      $194  75 

Approprialion  by  Common  Council  for  1850,    10,000  00 


Dr. 


Wages  paid  foremen  and  men,. 

Building  man-holes  and  repair- 
ing se  wers, 

Repairing  basins  and  culverts,  . 

Cartage, 

Sundries, 

Tools  and  repairing, 

Engmeering  and  maps, 

New  culvert  corner  Greenwich 
and  Barclay  streets, 

Ventilators, » 


6,213  42 

862  16 
333  10 
9  46 
149  40 
11  84! 
350  00 

180  32 
9  27 


$10,194  75 


Unexpended  balance  to  next  year, $2,075  78 


8,118  97 
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SCHEDULE    J. 


BUREAU     OF     WAXES     RENTS. 


WEEKLY  RECEIPTS   BY    THE    REGISTER  AMD    ASSISTANT   REO- 
ISTER,  FOR   WATER   RATES,  MEW    PERMITS,  TAPS,  ETC. 


1850.  Jan.  3,.. 

«  10,.. 

"  17,.. 

"  24,.. 

«  31,.. 
Feb.  7,.. 

"  14,.. 

"  21,.. 

So,. . 

Mar.  7, . . 

"  14, . . 

"  21,.. 

<^o,. . 

Apl.  4,. . 

«  11,.. 

«  18,.. 

May  !,.• 
«/•  •  • 

"  16,.. 

"  23,.. 

"  30,.. 
June  6,.. 

"  13,.. 

"  20,.. 

«  27,.. 
July  5,.« 


$1,441  72 

2,621  66 

3,599  86 

1,835  50 

1,660  12 

1,993  25 

2,119  99 

963  81 

912  82 

1,700  12 

995  10 

662  76 

853  11 

659  37 

568  16 

1,207  84 

807  75 

570  95 

9,953  86 

8,211  23 

9,529  63 

10,066  31 

8,733  35 

9,488  95 

12,950  24 

17,286  55 

14,130  91 


Carried  up,  tl25,524  92 


Bro't  up,.  $125,524  92 

12,090  75 

24,551  73 

26,128  23 

74,381  75 

13,975  32 

7,728  39 

6,377  26 

7,697  61 

9,173  09 

4,811  86 

6,473  28 

6,526  34 

6,442  20 

6,421  48 

17,....  7,877  79 

24,....  12,469  92 

31, 31,706  28 

Nov.  7, 3,539  69 

"  14,....  4,608  05 
"  21,....  9,018  55 

"  28, 9,525  23 

Dec.  5, 11,153  98 

''  12,....  6,806  99 
"  19,....  6,601  01 
«  26,....  3,604  97 
"  31,....  4,517  23 


Julyll,.. .. 
18,  •  •  • . 

Aug.  1,.. .. 
((      ft 

o, •  .  .  • 
JLcf,  .... 
/u^j  .... 

Sept.  5,.  • . . 

J.  «7,  .... 
<^0,  •  •   .  . 

o, • •  .  . 

10, 


Oct. 

ii 


$449,733  90 
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SCHEDULE    J— CONTINUED . 


INTEREST  RECEIVED  ON  WATER  RATES  FOR  EACH  WEEl 
AFTER  1st  of  AUGUST,  WHEN  5  PER  CENT.  WAS  ADDED, 
AND  AN  ADDITIONAL  10  PER  CENT.ON  IsT  OF   NOVEMBEE. 

1850.    August        8, $467  65 

"    15, 194  93 

«    22, 170  65 

"    29,. 208  20 

September,  5, 208  77 

"        12, 83  95 

"        19, 137  55 

«        26, 169  20 

October,       3, 198  92 

«        10, 183  11 

"        17, 266  87 

"        24, 477  87 

"        31, 1,265  30 

November,  7, 245  10 

"    •    14, 416  31 

«        21, 863  06 

"        28, 894  86 

December,  5, 1,008  57 

"        12, 571  85 

"        19, 565  35 

"        26, 285  95 

"        31, 333  95 

$9,217  97 


§1 


(Doc.  No.-  2. 


SCHEDULE    J.— cowTiifUED. 


REGULAR   WATER    RENTS    UNCOLLECTED. 


WARD. 


ht  Ward,. 
2d       '' 


3d 

(( 

4th 

(( 

5th 

(( 

6th 

(( 

7th 

(( 

8th 

« 

9th 

(( 

10th 

<c 

11th 

(( 

13th 

(( 

14th 

<( 

15th 

(( 

16th 

« 

17th 

« 

18th 

(( 

TENEMENTS. 

AMOUNT. 

227 

$2,958  00 

260 

2,636  00 

245 

2,691  00 

239 

2,245  00 

360 

3,461  00 

286 

2,806  00 

467 

4,303  00 

727 

6,524  00 

662 

5,919  00 

296 

2,484  00 

385 

3,557  00 

232 

2,054  00 

333 

3,249  00 

355 

3,635  00 

987 

9,303  00 

584 

5,826  00 

1043 

10,072  00 

♦73,722  00 

The  Nineteenth  Ward  is  omitted,  as  that  part  of  it  in 
which  water  pipes  are  laid,  is  included  above  in  the  Six- 
teenth Ward. 

The  amount  due  for  extra  rates  cannot  be  estimated  with 
any  certainty,  as  they  can  only  be  ascertained  by  question- 
ing the  occupants  as  they  successively  come  to  pay. 
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SCHEDULE  K. 


WEEKLY  PAYMENTS  INTO  THE  CITY  TREASURY,  PER  RE- 
CEIPTS OF  SHEPHERD  KNAPP,  ESQ.,  CITY  CHAMBERLAIN; 
DUPLICATES    FILED  WITH  THE  COMPTROLLER  : 


1850. 

Jany.  3, 1,521 

"       10, 2,800 

«       17, 3,882 

«      24, 1,985 

"      31, 2,155 

Feby.  7, 2,083 

"       14, 2,209 

"      21, 1,243 

«      28, 1,327 

March?, 1,970 

«       14, 1,445 

"      21, 1,172 

"      28, 1,163 

April    4, 1,049 

"      11. 838 

«       18, 1,580 

"      25, 1,192 

May     1, 927 

"        9 10,518 

«       16, 9,078 

«      23, 10,079 

"      30, 10,426 

June    6, 9,123 

"       13, 10,071 

«      21, 13,360 

«      27, 17,666 


Brought  up... $120,876  51 
72  I  July     5, 14,450  91 


"      25.......     27,999  21 

Aug.     1.......     74,751  75 


a 


(C 


(C 


(( 


^ept. 


66 

86 

50 

12 

25 

99 

81- 

82. 

12 

10 

76 

11 

37 

16 

84 

75 

95 

86 

73 

63 

31; 

35' Dec. 

95:1 


"      11, 12,340  75 

"       18, 24,871  73 


U 


a 


cc 


Oct. 

it 


n 


(C 


Nov. 

a 

a 
u 


u 


24,; 
55' 


Carried  up,... 1 120,876  51 


u 


(( 


a 


8, 14,922  97 

15, 8,361  S2 

22, 6,877  91 

29, 8,405  81 

5, 9,911  86 

12, 5,305  81 

19, 7,040  83 

26, 7,025  54 

3, 6,891  12 

10, 6,997  09 

17, 8,584  66 

24, 13,342  79 

31, 33,201  68 

7, 4,005  79 

14, 5,289  36 

21, 10,191  61 

28, 10,890  09 

5, 12,382  55 

12, 7,704  84 

19, 7,631  75 

26, 4,310  92 

31, 5,071  18 

1479,638  24 
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BOWLIXG    GREEN   FOUNTAIN. 


Original  nppropiiation  by  Common  Council,..,.!  $2000  00 
Additional         ''  "  "  ...'      523  03 


Paid  Fisher  &  Bird  for  marble  work..j$1775  00 
"   Brick I     19335 

i 

"   Cement 

"   Sand 

*•    Masons  and  Laborers 

Stop-cock  box  &  carpenters'  work. 
Copper  pipe,  nuts,  bolts,  lead  tubes 
Plumbing  work 

"   Cast  iron  swans 

"   Carting  away  rubbish 

"   Re-cutting  coping  for  basin 

"  Repairing  tools,  $4  63;  Paint  $9  97 

**   Sundries 


$2523  03 


<i 


C( 


(( 


SEWER  FR05f  CITY  HALL  TO  FRANKFORT  STREET. 


Appropriation  made  by  Common  Council 


Paid  Andrew  Kennedy,  per  contract  for 
sewer 

Paid  A.  Kennedy  for  drain  under  City 
Hall,  to  make  connections  with  wa- 
ter closeta,  &c 

Balance  of  appropriation  lapsed  in  city 
treasury 

9 


1760  04 


204  SO 


45  76 


$1000  00 


11000  00 
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SALARIES. 


By  requisilions  on  Complroller,  for  j'ear  1850, 


li 


a 


ti 


it 


To  Nicholas  Dean,  President, 
"  Theo.  R.  Dj  Forest,  Com'r, 
«  Alfred  W.  Craven,  Chf  En. 
"  Edw.  H.  Tracy,  Eng  neer, 
Revo  C.  Hanfce,  Register, 
Jno.  P.  Flender,  Wat.  Pur. 
Wm.  Fardon,  Ass't  Reg, 
Henry  L.  Robertson,  Clerk 

to  President, 

"   Alexander  F.  Dodge,  Sower 

Contract  Clerk, 

"   Edm.  E.  Dean,  Gen.  Cl'k, 
"   Wm.  V.  Le  Count,  Clerk 

to  Register, 

John  M.  Morenusy      do   7 
Seymour  V.  Moody,    do 
"   Gilbert  H.  White,        do 
Thomas  Hook,  do 

John  J.  Concklin,  Messen'r, 
John  D.  Vanburk,        do 

to  Engineer's  office,  • .  •  • 
Jas.  Gulick,  for'n  Prov.  Y'd, 
**   Daniel  Adamson,  Sup't  at 
Croton  dam, 


(C 


u 


u 


u 


it 


ii 


(( 
u 
il 
li 
u 
li 

II 

II 

li 

mos. 
il 

II 

lyr. 

u 
il 

It 


$2,000  00 
2.000  00 
2.000  00 
2.000  00 
1.500  00 
1.500  00 
1.000  00 

1.000  00 

1.000  00 
500  00 


22.478  4& 


500  00 
291*69 
291  69 
291  69 
291  69 
470  00 

216  00 
626  00 

600  00 


Carried  forward 18.078  76 


95 
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SALARIES — CONTINUED. 

'Rrniicrht  forwnrH 

A     A     A      A 

18.078  76  22.478  42 

— ©■•- "1 

To  Jas.  Scott,  do  at  Sing  Sing, 

•     •     *      • 

lyr, 

548  00 

iC 

BerM  See,  do  Tarrytown, 

ii 

470  00 

cc 

Jas.  Bremner,  do  Dobbs'  F'y 

it 

470  00 

C( 

Abm.  ScuddeJ,do  Yonkers, 

ii 

470  00 

ii 

J.  L.  Berrian,  do  Ford'm, 

ii 

470  00 

M 

Jacob  Moore,  do  High  Bg'c, 

ii 

470  00 

l( 

John  GrCiiry,  Keeper,  Rec'g 

Reservoir, 

ii 

730  00 

u 

Simeon    Pomerov    do  Dis- 

tributing  Reservoir,.  ..10 

mos, 

608  34 

(C 

•Hiram  A.  Maynard,  do  2 

ii 

121  66 

ti 

♦W.  Hodgkinson,  Clerk,  1 

ii 

41  66  22.478  42 

! , 

*  Not  DOW  in  the  service  of  the  repartment. 
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SCHEDULE   L. 


GENERAL    HECAPITULATIQM. 


F»d  to  Citj  Cbunburloin  for  rcceipla,  ■ .  ■ 


AqiMdn«tR«p*iraudIiBp'maiU,bil.  IS49. 
ApptopriMioD,  IHO 


ApptopriMioD, 

DiabanemmM 

BlaUiticil  TsUe*.  Mum  1U9, . . 


SiUriM  Teednd  of  Comptrolln' 

P.idin  ISSO, 

UDvipnuIsd,  dopoutcd  in  HMhinic*'  Buk, 


449.733  »)'■ 
9.217  9; I 
1.709  37,^79.6: 


S.696S2 
2.69TS1 


9.9Mn 

i.oesn 


DOCVMENT    No.    S. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  8,  1851. 


The  following  annual  communication  from  the  Counsel 
to  the  Corporation,  respecting  the  Law  Department,  wai 
received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


OrFiCE  OF  Counsel  to  the  Corpo&atiok, 

January,  6th,  1851. 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council : 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  section  432,  of  the 
revised  ordinances,  I  herewith  transmit  the  annual  commu- 
nication from  this  department,  containing  a  statement  of 
the  business  transacted  therein,  and  its  present  condition. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Publi :  Administrator  is  by  or- 
dinance directed  to  be  made  to  your  Honorable  Body,  and 
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will  fully  inform  you  of  the  transactions  of  the  past  year,  in 
that  bureau. 

The  business  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Corporation  Attorney 
is,  I  believe,  performed  with  entire  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
munity, and  I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  in  regard  to  it. 

The  schedules  hereto  annexed  contain  the  list  of  suits 

« 

now  pending,  in  the  charge  of  this  department,  and  a  state- 
ment of  those  tried  or  argued  during  the  past  year ;  the 
present  condition  of  them,  and  the  number  of  new  suits 
commenced  since  my  last  annual  report. 

I  have,  from  time  to  time,  during  the  past  year,  commu- 
nicated to  the  Common  Council  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
in  all  important  cases,  and  in  many  instances  the  opinion  of 
the  court. 

I  have,  therefore,  but  little  to  add  in  relation  to  the  gene- 
ral business  of  the  department. 

The  amounts  of  recoveries  against  the  city,  for  the  last 
jrear,  have  been  small,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  sche- 
dules, compared  with  the  amounts  claimed. 

The  suits  of  John  Leveridge,  Esq.,  James  T.  Brady, 
Esq.,  and  Willis  Hall,  Esq.,  have  been  settled  by  the 
Comptroller,  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  the  Common 
Council. 

The  Supreme  Court  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  two  remain- 
ing fire  suits,  pending  in  that  state,  have  rendered  a  deci- 
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sion  in  favor  of  the  Corporation,  but  the  same  have  been 
appealed  by  the  opposite  party.  A  favorable  decision  from 
the  court  of  last  resort  is  confidently  expected. 

The  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of  James  W.  Smith, 
ag'ainst  the  Corporation,  have  betm  set  aside,  and  upon  prin- 
ciples which  forbid  the  expectation  of  any  recovery  in  that 
suit. 

The  state  have  settled  with  the  citj  of  New  York,  in  put' 
suance  of  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  for  'the 
taxes  imposed  on  the  Mutual  Insurance  Companies,  and 
the  city  have,  therefore,  no  further  interest  in  the  suits 
which  have  been  pending  to  test  the  liability  of  those  com- 

panies  to  taxation.  The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
settling  that  liability^  has  not  been  appealed '  from,  and 
is,  therefore,  to  be  taken  as  the  law  of  the  land. 

In  1846,  Stephen  Clark  and  others,  recovered  a  judg- 
ment against  the  Corporation  for  over  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  which,  with  interests  and  costs,  now  amount  to 
about  seventy  thousand  dollars.  The  case  was  carried  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  who  affirmed  this  judgment. 

It  has  been  taken  by  me  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
was  argued  in  that  court  by  James  T.  Brady,  Esq.,  who  was 
formerly  counsel  in  the  cause,  and  well  acquainted  with 
the  facts  and  points  therein ;  and  in  December  last  the 
judgments  given  against  the  Corporation  were  reversed  and 
set  aside. 


iSiW^^^ 
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The  case  of  Gabriel  Furman  and  othen,  against  the  Cor- 
poration, was  argued  at  the  last  December  term  of  the  Su- 
perior Court,  and  a  decision  may  be  expected  during  this 
month. 

I  believe  no  case  of  any  considerable  importance  has, 
during  the  past  year,  been  decided  against  the  Corporation. 

A  case  is  now  pending  in  the  Court  of  Appeals,  between 
the  Corporation  and  one  of  our  citizens,  to  test  the  consti- 
tutionality of  our  present  assessment  laws.  I  am  sparing 
no  effort  to  have  the  case  argued  at  the  present  term  of  that 
court,  as  it  is  of  equal  importance,  alike  to  the  Corporation 
and  to  the  citizen,  that  this  question  should  be  speedily  put 
at  rest. 

Assocm  as  a  decision  is  rendered  I  shall  communicate  the 
same  to  the  Common  Council. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  respect, 

HENRY  E.  DAVIES. 
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THE  TITLES  OF  THE    SUITS   NOW   PENDING    IN   THE    COURT    OF 

APPEALS    ARE    A8    FOLLOWS   : 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants, 

ads. 
StepheA  Clark  and  others,  Respondents. 

James  Conner,  Appellant, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondent. 

Simon  P.  Huff,  Appellant, 

vs. 

Shepherd  Knapp,  Chamberlain,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

Respondent.  * 

Stanley  H.  Fleetwood,  Appellant, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

Samuel  Osgood,  Appellant, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

• 

William  W.  Dyckman,  Appellant, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New- York,  Respondents. 

Heloise  D.  Chegaray,  Appellant, 

vs. 
Joseph  Jenkins,  Respondent. 
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Isaac  Adriancc,  Appellant, 

ads. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants, 

ads. 
James  Lloyd,  Respondeni. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York  and  others.  Appellants, 

ads. 
Cyrus  W.  Field,  Respondent. 

William  C.  Hay  ward  and  others.  Appellants, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 


THE   TITLES   OF   THE   SUITS   NOW  PENDING  IN   THE    SUPREME 

COURT   ARE   AS   FOLLOWS  : 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
Solomon  Tompkins. 

Same, 
ads. 
Robert  Tompkins. 

Same, 

vs. 

John  Bailey. 

Same, 

ads. 

John  McCheiley. 
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Same) 

ads» 

George  Hall. 

Same, 

adSs 

The  Hamilton  Manufacturing  Company. 

Same, 
y  ads. 

Morris  Randall. 

Cornelius  W.  Lawrence,  impl'd,  &c., 

ads. 
The  American  Print  Works.    ^ 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  Naw  York, 

ads. 
William  E.  Meeks. 

Same, 
ads. 
Mathew  Mitchell. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Bailey,  senr. 

Same, 
ads. 
Amos  Tompkins,   William   Palmer,   James  C.  Foster, 
Commissioners  of  Highways  of  the  town  of  Yorktown. 

Same, 
ads^ 
Abraham  Bailey. 
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Same, 
ads. 
Ellen  Bailey. 

Same, 
ads. 
John  Tompkins. 

Same, 
ads.  • 

John  White. 

Same, 
ads. 
^      Andrew  Lockwood. 

Same, 

ads. 

Thomas  Scott. 

Same, 

ads. 

Gulian  C.  Verplanck. 

Same, 

ads. 

Samuel  B.  Reeve. 

Same, 

ads* 

Edward  Price. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

ads. 
Eenry  Parish. 
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The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

ads. 
Philip  G.  Von  Wyck. 

Same, 
ads. 
John  H.  Newman. 

Same, 
vs. 
Abijah  G.  Benedict. 

Same, 
ads. 
Francis  Skiddy  and  William  Skiddy. 

Same, 

ads. 

Molt  S.  Cannon. 

Same, 
ads, 
Lawrence  and  others,  administrators,  &c. 

Same, 

ads. 

William  B.  Townsend. 

Same, 

vs, 

Jacob  Acker. 

Same, 
vs, 
Jabez  C.  Howe. 
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Same, 

ads. 

The  People  ex.  rel.  Andrew  Smith. 

Same, 

ads* 

Emily  McGrath,  admx.|  &c. 

Same, 

ads* 

Winnefred  Mott. 

Thomas  Kelly, 

ads. 

Garret  H.  Stryker. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Lynch. 

Same,  defendant  in  error, 

ads. 

Henry  Meiggs,  plaintifT  in  error. 

Same, 
ads. 
James  Ainslie  and  others. 

Edward  Fox, 
ads. 
Maria  De  Varaigne. 

The  Mayor,  &c.  of  New  York, 

ads. 
John  Le  Conte. 
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Same, 

ads. 

Edwin  F.  Corey. 

Same, 

ads. 

The  People  ex.  rel.  Stephen  Wray. 

Same, 
ads. 
The  People  ex.  rel.  Mosea  Tucker, 

Same,  % 

ads. 
The  People  ex.  rel.  Lewis  Beach. 

Same, 

ads. 

Matthew  Donaldi. 

Andrew  H.  Mickle  and  Wm.  A.  Walker, 

ads. 
Wm.  B.Astor,  Washington  Irving,  James  Gallatin.  John  J. 

Astor  and  Daniel  Lord . 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others, 

ads. 
George  Rapclye  and  John  Purdy. 

Cornelius  Vanderbilt, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c,  of  New  York. 

Leonard  Kirby,  Tarrant  Putnam,  Martin   HofTman  and 

William  E.  Howland, 

agst. 

The   Mayor,  &c.,  of  the   city   of  New  York,   George   F. 
Clark,  Robert  T.  Haws,  Moses  W.  S.  Jackson,  Edmund 
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Griffin,    Jacob  F.  Oaklf\v,   Joseph  R.  Taylor,  Calob  S. 

Woodhull,  Ezra  N.  Berrein,  Marcellus  EcUs  and  Charles 
Crane. 

Edmund   Morewood,    Wni.  B.  Astor,    Edward  G.  Mcsier, 
John  Ferguson  and  Geor<;:e  F.  Talhnan, 

nfrst. 
The  Mayor,  &,c.,  of  New  York. 

The  Atlantic  MuKial  Insurance  Co. 

agsf. 
William  F.  Havcmeyer  and  Joseph  Jenkins. 

Willis  Hall, 

vs. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 

York . 

John  B.  Lenoie, 

afrst. 

The  Mayor,  &c.j  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

agst. 
Nathan  Cobb, 

Charles  J.  Holt, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Mary  Ann  Hnll  and  others, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  and  others. 
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Charles  Brown, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Abel  T.  Anderson  and  Isaac  A.  Johnson, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Margaret  A.  Sigler,  administratrix,  &c., 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Alfred  G.  Benson  and  others, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  and  others. 

The  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Willis  Hall, 
vs. 
Same. 

Joseph  L.  White, 
vs. 
Same. 

Willis  Hall 

agst. 

Same. 


i 
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THE  TITLES   OF   THE  SUITS    NOW    PENDING    IN   THE  SUPERIOR 

COURT  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

Alcxaoder  M.  C.  Smith,  Respondent, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants. 

Eugene  Lenlilhon,  Respondent, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants. 

Charles  G.  Grifferd,  Appellant, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

Jamos  W.  Smith,  Respondent, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants. 

Eliza  Moore,  Respondent, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Appellants. 

Augustus  K.  Gardner,  Respondent, 

vs. 
The  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Appellants. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

vs. 
James  Rice  and  others,  Appellants. 

John  B.  Ilaskin,  Respondents, 

VS' 

The  Mayor,  &cr,  of  New  York,  Api>ellants. 
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Lewis  B.  GrifTerd,  Appellants, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  Respondents. 

Alexander  Young,  Appellant, 

vs. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors,  &c.,  Respondents. 

Hezekiah  C.  Douglass, 
ads. 
Edward  Post. 

Same, 

ads. 

John  Barry. 

Same, 

ads. 

Archibald  Watt. 

James  H.  Dilks, 
ads. 
Elizabeth  Herring. 

Elijah  Fisher, 
ads. 
*  Same. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ad^. 
William  Bulkley. 

Same, 

ads. 

A  guste  Wilkerring. 
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Same, 

ads. 

Moses  Tucker  and  Aaron  B.  Hays. 

Same, 

ads. 

John  J.  Palmer. 

Same. 

ads. 

Hiram  Curtis. 

Same, 

ads. 

Henry  Boyland. 

Same, 

vs. 

Calvm  Oakes,  Henry  Brevoort  and  Jacob  Oakes. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Palmer. 

Same, 
ads,  , 

Henry  Boyland, 

Same, 

ads. 

Smith  W.  Anderson. 

'Same, 
ads. 
Job  Haskell. 
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Same, 
vs. 
-  Joseph  P.  Flynn. 

Same, 

ads. 

Richard  Mulvany. 

The  Board  of  Education,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
James  T.  Brady. 

The  Mayor,  ^^c,  of  New  York, 

vs. 
William  A.  Cromwell  and  Henry  S.  WoodnifT. 

Same, 

adss 

John  Kelly. 

Same, 

ads. 

William  Wain  Drinker. 

Same, 
ads. 
James  M.  Murray. 

Same, 
ads. 
Monmouth  B.  Hart. 

Same, 
ads. 
Edwin  F.  Corey. 
3 
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Same, 
ads, 

William  W.  Drinker; 

Same, 
ads. 
William  H.  Shepard  and  others. 

Same, 

ads. 

Edmund  R.  Sherman. 

Same,  1  On  appeal 

ads.  V  from  Marine 

Edwin  F.  Corey.         J  Court. 

Same, 

ads. 

Jedediah  Rogers,  David  Green  and  Nathaniel  L.  Hubbard. 

Same, 

ads. 

Walter  Hycr. 

Same, 

ads. 

Peter  Rowe. 

Same, 

ads. 

Elihu  L.  Baxter. 

(Lemuel  G.  Evans, 

ads. 

Joseph  T.  Gilbert,  Jr.,  and  others* 
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William  F.  Havemeyer  and  others, 

ads. 
Joseph  T.  Gilbert  and  others. 

Same, 
ads. 
William  Milne  and  George  Stewart. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Conner. 

Talman  J.  Waters  and  Oliver  Charles, 

ads. 
William  Wall  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

vs. 
Jacob  S.  Piatt  and  others. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same. 
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Same, 

vs. 
Same. 


Same, 

vs. 
Same. 

Same, 

vs. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 
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Satne^ 
w. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 
vs. 
Same. 

Same, 

vs. 
Same. 

Same, 

vs. 

Same. 


John  Carlin  and  another, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Stephen  Wra} , 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New-York. 

Stephen  Whitney, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Moses  Y.  Beach, 
The  Mayor,  4x.,  of  New  York. 
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George  Hutson  and  wife, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

James  McNcspic, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Alexander  McCurdy, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Phebe  A.  I.  Johnson, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Gottlieb  Gent, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Stacy  Pitcher, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Joseph  Shilton  and  others, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

vs. 
Staccy  Pitcher  and  others. 

Henry  Brevoort  and  another, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  et  al. 
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Same, 

Same. 


Michael  Heukel,  adm'r,  &c.,  of  Albert  Heukel,  deceased, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Michael  Heukel,  adm'r  of  Conrad  Heukel,  deceased, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Robert  Parsons, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York  and  others. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
Gabriel  Furman. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
William  Douglass. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
John  L.  Browe'r. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, ' 

ads. 
Robert  Tillotson. 
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THE  TITLES    OF    CAUSES    NOW    FENDING   IN   THE   COUBT  OF 

COMMON   PLEAS. 

John  W.  Hubbell, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Maria  D.  Varaigne, 

vs. 

Eben  Goodwin. 

Henry  Harris  and  wife, 

vs. 

Michael  Cullem. 

Charles  H.  Marshall, 
vs. 
Frederick  L.  Vultee  and  Benjamin  £.  Guion. 

Thomas  Barlow,' 
^"^--.-^  vs. 

^         JBdnprd  Dowdican. 

Greorge  Iiitson, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  l*w  York. 

Herman  Schleswighei 
vs. 
John  Russell. 
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John  W.  Brown,  Patrick  McCourt  and  John  Trac  *  ^ 

ads. 
Stewarl  Allen. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
Nicholas  Rogers. 

Same, 

ads. 

James  Ryder,  Samuel  H.  Cunningham  and  Edw'd  Black. 

Same, 
ads. 
Jame^  Kearnan. 

Same, 

vs. 

Thomas  Allaire. 

Same, 

ads. 

Eliza  B.  Jumel.l 

Andrew  H  •  Mickle, 

ads. 
Joseph  B.  Pollard. 

In  the  matter  of  the  application  of  John  A.  Stewart. 

ads. 
Jonathan  Hunt. 

The  Mayor,  &c  • ,  of  New  York, 

ads. 
Cornelius  Allison. 
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Samey 
ads. 
Jedediah  Rogers,  David  Greea  and  Nathaniel  L.  Hubbard 

Same, 
ads. 
Walter  Hyer. 

Same, 

ads 

Aaron  Vanderbilt. 

Same, 

ads. 

Antonio  Battistine. 

Same, 

ads. 

Aaron  Vandervoot. 

Same, 
ads. 
Peter  Rowe. 

Same, 
ads. 
Elihu  L.  Baxter. 

Same, 

ads. 

William  Harris. 

Same. 

ads. 

Hiram  Pack . 
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David  G.  Stearn, 

agst. 
Hugh  Kearney. 

'    Benjamin  J.  Carr, 
vs. 
The  Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

John  Green, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

Thomas  E.  Frith, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 


OF  THE  SUITS  IN  THE  SUPERIOR  COURT,  THE  FOLLOWING  HATE 
BEEN   DISPOSED    OF   DRUING.  THE'pAST   YEAR. 

John  Q.  Jones, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Amount  claimed,  $407  93.    Discontinued  by  plaintiff. 

Alexander  M.  C.  Smith, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Tried — Verdict  for  plaintiff  $407  93.     Argued  at  Genera  i 

Term.    Judgment  not  yet  rendered. 
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Michael  Kennedy, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Amount    claimed     $1200  00.       Tried — Jury    disagreed. 

Tried  again.     Verdict  for  plaintiff  $1000. 

Eugene  Leotilbou, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c„  of  New  York. 

Tried— Verdict  for  plaintiff  $977  81.     Appealed  and  not 

yet  argued. 

William  C.  Emmett, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Amount  claimed  $2500.     Tried — Verdict  for  Corporation. 

Charles  G.  Griffin, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Amount  claimed  $10,000.  Tried — Verdict  for  Corporation. 

James  W.  Smith, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Tried — Verdict  for  plaintiff  $6,651  77.     Appealed.     Ques- 
tion of  law  raised.     Decided  in  favor  of  Corpora- 
tion.    New  trial  ordered. 

Eliza  Moore, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Tried — Verdict  for  plaintiff  84,820  46,  and  an  annuity  for 

$803  41.     Appealed,  and  not  yet  decided. 
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Willis  Hall, 

VS. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
DiscoDtioued   by   plaintiff,   under    direction   of    Common 

Council. 

Augustus  K.  Gardner, 
vs. 
The  Board  of  Health,  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Tried— Verdict  for  plaintiff*  $591  29.     Appealed.     Judg- 
ment for  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York., 

vs. 
James  Price  and  others. 
Tried— Verdict  for  Corporation  $3,854  71.     The  defend- 
ants have  appealed  • 

William  Lam  bier, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Injunction   claimed.     Argued   on   appeal.     Judgment  in 

favor  of  Corporation. 

Heloise  D.  Chegary, 
vs. 
Joseph   Jenkins. 
Injunction  claimed,  and  damages  to  amount  of  $500,     Ar- 
gued on  Appeal.     Judgment  for  Corporation. 
Represented  by  Jenkins. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

vs. 

Jacob  S.  Piatt  and  others. 

Tried — verdict  for  defendants.     Appealed  to  general  terra. 
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The  Mayor,  &c,  of  New  York, 

vs. 

m 

Isaac  Adriance. 
Injunction  claimed,  and  unconsiitntionality  of  assessments. 

Tried — Verdict  for  Corporation. 

Appealed  ;  judgment  affirmed. 
Appealed  to  the  Court  of  Appeals — not  yet  decided. 

Stephen  Whitney, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Tried.     Verdict,  pro  forma,  for  plaintiffs.     Appealed. 

Allen  M.  SnifTen, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Argued,  on  appeal ;  judgment  against  Corporation.  Modified. 

Allison  Nash, 

m 

VS. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Argued,  on  appeal — judgment  for  plaintiff,  $728  11. 

Samuel  W.  Thompson, 

VS. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Argued.     Trial  granted  to  Corporation  on  feigned  issues  ; 
tried  before  jury;  verdict  in  favor  of  plaintiff.     Cause 
not  yet  decided. 

Henry  Palliet, 
vs. 
George  Youngs  and  William  Youngs. 
Cause  argued.    Decision  in  favor  of  plaintiff. 
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Gabriel  Furman,  executor,  &c., 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
^\rgued ;  decision  not  yet  given. 

Ernest  Fiedler. 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Argued  ;  judgment  for  Corporation . 

Alexander  Youngs, 
vs. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
Cause  tried.     Verdict  in  favor  of  defendants. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

vs. 
The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
Discontinued  by  plaintiffs. 


IN  THE    COURT   OF  APPEALS,  THE  FOLLOWING    CAUSES    HAVE 

BEEN    ARGUED    OR   DECIDED. 

David  T.  Halstead,  appellant. 

asrst. 
The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents. 
Argued,  and  decided  in  favor  of  Corporation. 
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The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  appellants. 

ads, 
.    Stephen  Clark  and  others,  respondents. 
Argued,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  Corporation,  and  new 
trial  granted.  • 

Frederick  L.  Vultee  and  Benjamin  L.  Guion,  appellants, 

ads. 
Charles  H.  Marshall. 
Argued.     Decision  in  favor  of  the  Corporation,  represented 
by  appellants,  and  new  trial  granted. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  plaintiffs  in  error, 

vs. 
Stephen  Wbjtney,  defendant  in  error. 
Decision  in  favor  of  Corporation,  and  new  trial  granted. 

Israel  Bower,  appellant, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents* 
Argued,  and  judgment  for  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  appellants, 

ads. 

Hiram  Pack,  respondents. 

Argued,  and  decision   in  favor  of  Corporation,  and  new 

trial  granted. 

Waldron  B.  Post,  appellant,  * 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents. 

Appeal-— -discontinued  by  appellant. 
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Stephen  Whitney,  appellant, 

ads. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  N(*\v  York,  respondents. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  (he  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  lespondents, 

Gilbert  I);iv!<,  ;i|  peUant. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

v: 
Charles  Hillsburgh,  appellan'. 
Argued  and  judgment  rendered  for  tlie  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 
^  Zebedee  Ring,  appellan'. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

Thomas  Lyon,  appellant. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  ifcc,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 

John  Sinclair,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  rcspondjnts, 

vs. 
The  President  and  Company  of  the  Mechanics'  and  Trad- 
ers' Bank,  appellants. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 
5 
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The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

James  Rowe,  appellant. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 

William  C.  Taylor,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 

Thomas  H.  Mills,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 
Theodore  Crane,  appellant. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

^The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

'VS. 

Thomas  Burns,  nnd  John  Wright,  appellants. 
Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

The  Mayor,  &.c.,  of  New  York,  respondents, 

vs. 
Edgar  M.  Brown,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

Same,  respondents, 

vs. 

Michael  Dougherty,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 
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Same,  respoDdeots, 
vs, 
John  A.  Burtus,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

Same,  respondents, 
vs. 
Michael  Dougherty,  appellant. 

AjTgued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

Same,  respondents, 
vs. 
The  Screw  Dock  Company,  appellants. 

^  Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 

Same,  respondents. 
vs. 
John  Allstyne,  appellant. 

Argued,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  Corporation. 


IV    THE    COMMON    PLEAS,    THE    FOLLOWING    CAUSES    HATE 

BEEN   TRIED. 

Noah  Norris, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Cause  tried — verdict  for  plaintiff,  $173  46« 
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0 

Thomas  Bygate, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

Cause  tried — verdict  for  plaintifFj  $250. 

John  \V.  Hubbell, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &:c.,  of  New  York. 

Cause  tried — verdict  for  plainiilf,  $90 — questions  of  law 

reserved  for  argument. 

James  Lloyd, 
vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Cause  tried — verdict  for   plaintiff,   Si  15.     Appealed   and 
argued  on  appeal.     Judgment  aflirmed.     Appealed 

to  Court  of  Appeals. 

William  Harris, 
vs. 
The  Mayor,  Su*.,  of  New  York. 

Claim,  $2000.     Cause  tried  .i  second  time.     Jury  again 

disagreed. 

Charles  II.  Marshall, 
vs. 
Vultee  and  Guion. 
Cause  tried — no  decision  given  ;  questions  of  law  reserved 
or  argument. 
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W  THE    SUPREME    COURT   THE    FOLLOWING  CAUSES    HAVE 

BEEN    DISPOSED    OF  : 

James  S .  West, 

vs.  (/ 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Discontinued  by  plaintiff. 

Leonard  Kirby  and  others, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York,  and  others.     1/ 

Argued — decision  not  yet  given. 

Injunction  claimed. 

Edward  Morewood  and  others, 

vs.  y 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Tried  on  issues  of  fact. 
Verdict  for  plaintiffs,  on  certain  questions  submitted  to  jury. 

Motion  for  new  trial  pending. 

The  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 

vs. 
The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Injunction  prayed  for.     Argued  on  appeal. 
Judgment  for  Corporation,  denying  injunction. 

John  L.Harris  and  James  L.  Robertson, 

vs. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 

Verdict  for  plaintiffs,  §337  50. 
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Leonard  Kelly, 

vs.  y 

Denis  Carolin.  \ 
Complaint  dismissed. 


Willis  Hall, 

vs.  \/ 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York. 
Discontinued  on  settlement  of  claim. 

The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York, 

vs.  ^, 

Nathan  Cobb. 
Cause  tried — verdict  for  defendant. 
Appealed,  and  not  yet  decided. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  8,  1851. 


The  followiog  commiinicniion  from  ihe  Stroei  Commission- 
er, being  n  sinlement  of  (he  buf^iness  of  the  Street  De- 
pnrtnieot  during  (he  yenr  1850,  Icgeiher  wiih  snggesiions 
for  (he  improvement  of  ihe  drparlmrni,  was  received, 
laid  oo  (he  table  and  ordere4  to  be  printed* 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Strret  Dkpartmcivt,  ) 
Junimry  4ih,  }86J.    S 

To  the  HonorqhU  Common  Council : 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  the  provisxns  of  the 
.iirnd< d  charter,  I  prest nt  the  following  statemint  of  flie 
afliiirs  of  the  Street  De|)arinieoi,  duiing  Uw  yueLt  1860 
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with   some  suggestions  in  relation   to  the  improvement 
thereof. 

The  collections  of  assessoients,  and  (he  redemption  of 
property  sold  for  unpaid  assessments,  exhibit  a  decided  im- 
provement over  the  results  of  former  years. 

The  amonnt  returned  by  the  Collector  of  Assessments* 
and  paid  into  the  city  treasury,  since  December  31st,  1849, 
is  $653,765  50. 

The  amount  of  moneys  paid  in,  for  the  redemption  of 
property  sold  for  assessments,  is  $58,919  50. 

The  disposition  of  owners  of  property  in  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  city,  to  regulate  and  improve  the  same,  has 
been  unprecedenledly  great,  and  is  shown  in  the  following 
statement  of  improvements,  ordered  under  ordinances  of 
the  Common  Council,  during  the  year  : 

Streets  and  avenues  regulated,. 84,440  feet. 

"         "        **      curb  and  gutter  stones  set,  83,560   " 

«         "         "      paved a..  25,480  " 

«         "         "      Macadamized, 7,380   " 

*«        "        "      side-walks  flagged, 290,000sp.ft. 

The  vacant  lots  fenced|  and  sunken  lots  filled,  are  not 
enumerated. 

Among  the  prominent  improvements  ordered  and  in 
progress,  may  be  noted — 

Regulation  of  Second  avenue,  from]  Twenty-eighth  to 
One  hundred  and  twenty-third  street. 
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Paving  of  Third  avenue,  from  Twenty-eighth  to  Forty- 
fourth  street. 

Regulation  of  Fourth  avenue,  by  arching  over  Harlem 
railroad  track,  at  Murray  hill. 

Regrading  and  regulating  of  Fifth  avenue,  from  Thirty- 
fourth  to  Forty-second  street,  and  regrading,  and  setting 
carb  and  gutter  stones  on  streets  between  Thirty  fourlh 
and  Forty-second  streets,  and  Fifth  and  Seventh  avenues. 

Regulation  of  Sixth  avenue,  to  Fifty-seventh  street, 
nearly  completed. 

Paving  Seventh  avenue^  to  Thirty  fourth  street— com- 
pleted. 

Regulating  Seventh  avenue,  to  Fifty-ninth  street — pro- 
gressing. ^ 

Paving  Eighth  avenue,  to  Fiftieth  street,  and  flagging, 
to  Fifty-third  street. 

The  contract  for  regulating  Eighth  avenue,  from  Fiily- 
ninth  to  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  street,  is  now  nearly 
completed. 

Ninth  avenue,  regulating  curb  and  gutter  and  Macadam- 
izing, from  Forty-second  to  Fifty- first  street. 

Tenth  avenue,  curb  and  gutter  and  Macadamizing,  from 
Forty-second  10  Forty-sixih  street,  and  paving  to  Thirty- 
third  street,  and  flagging  to  Thirty-sixth  sireat. 

The  regulating  of  this  avenue,  to  Eighty-sixth  street,  is 
now  completed.  ^ 

Eleventh  avenue,  regulating,  from  Thirty-third  to  Forty- 
third  street. 
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IMiirteentli  uVentl^j  or  oxierior  line  on  the  North  river, 
extension  of  bnlkhrad,  from  Thirieenih  street  down  10 
G«insevoort  si  reel. 

Brondivny,  rrgiilnting,  from  Tliiriy-fouitli  to  Setenty** 
first  street. 

The  streets  n^gnliiting  nnd  ordered  to  be  rrgnlated,  nmny 
of  which  are  important  from  their  extent,  I  hove  not 
thought  necessary  to  S|)ecify  ;  but  ns  on  illustioiion  of  ihe 
initgniiiide  of  the  iiiipiovements  in  piogrtss,  refer  to  the 
K^gregale  of  work,  ns  aliove  set  forth. 

Tf»e  piers  ordered  I  uilt,  continctcd  for  during  the  year 
J85'J,  are  as  follows  : 

Pier  ftiot  o^38th  street,  East  river,  contract  price,   t  5,444 

**         **      23d         "             "                      "  6,882 

"        «      43d         ''     North  river,            "  6,639 

**         '^      Hammond  street,  North  rfver,   "  4,296 

Bnlkliend  foot  of  Walnut  street.  East  river,  ^^  2,959 

PkMr  foot  Cl.'irkwin  street,  N.  R.,  rebiiihiing  ^^  3,998 

"     No  41,  North  river,  foot  Canal  street,  "  22,975 

"     foot  Twenty-eighth  street.  East  river,  "  7,850 

**     foot  Beekman  street,                  "          "  5,300 

*^     No.  18,  North  river,  footCorilondi  st.  *^  8,750 

^*     ft>qt  Hammond  sin^et,  building  L.       ''  1,360 

«    tlo.  43,  North  river, "  2,506 

**            44j            "         «  8,060 

«            37,  E;ist  river,  "  8,686 

"            38,            *'         "  11,200 


# 


Th^  pieiH  ordered  built,  and  cnnCmcr<*d  for  in  1849,  and 
finished  during  the  year  )8&3,  arc  as  follows : 
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Pier  foot  Cliirktoti  street,  North  river,  extensfen. 

"      "     Crdnr  "  "  '* 

"      "     Beekman     "  East  river,  *' 

«      "     WalDiu       «  "         east  side,      " 

"      «    Walnut       "  "         west  side,      « 

*•  No.  8,  East  river,  «• 

• 

There  are  on  city  ond  trust  nccounls  four  hnndrecl  nnd  fifiy 
accotiiiis  open  on  ledgers  of  (lie  department  ;  and  in  this 
connection,!  would  again  resprctfnlly  urge  upon  the  Com- 
mon Council  the  proprifty  of  appointing  a  hook  keeper  for 
the  Strrel  Department.  The  duties  of  book  keeper  are 
now  discharged  by  the  Deputy  Street  Commissioner,  con- 
fining him  closely  to  the  books  and  accounts,  and  prevent- 
ing thereby  attention  on  his  pait  to  the  genernl  business  of 
the  department,  and  from  assisting  the  Street  Commissioner 
ID  such  duties.  The  business  of  the  department  has  in- 
cre«ised  so  much  of  late,  that  constant  out-door^supervision 
or  examination  is  required  from  the  head  of  the  depart- 
meni,  while  at  the  same  time  the  of&ce  dutif^s  are  more 
than  sufficient  to  occupy  the  attention  of  (hat  officer.  The 
appointment  of  a  book-kee|>er  would  ennble  (he  Deputy  to 
assist  llie  Street  Commissioner  in  such  general  out-door  ex- 
aminalions  or  in-door  occupations  as  might  be  expedient. 

The  clerks  allowed  to  the  department  are^few  for  the 
bnsiaess  transacted,  being  only  four  in  number,  as  follows: 
Redemption  Clerk,  Contract  Clerk,  Map  Clerk  and  Clerk 
to  the  Street  Commissioner,  the  aggregate  salaries  amount- 
ing to  $2,850.  The  bills  rendered  for  inspectmg  sewer 
contracts,  and  payments  to  sewer  contractors,  are  made  and 
entered  upon  (he  books  of  (be  S(reet  Department ;  and  I 
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am  of  opinion  that  the  addition  of  a  book-keeper  to  the 
force  of  clerks  is  required  by  the  most  urgent  necessity. 

The  Bureau  of  Assessors  of  ihe  Street  Department^  have 
been  fully  occupied  during  the  year,  wiih  the  business 
confided  to  them ;  the  result  of  their  labors  is  hereto 
attached. 

In  the  definition  of  duties  of  officers  of  ihe  Bureau  for 
the  Collection  of  Assessments,  some  changes,  in  my  opin- 
ion, are  required,  either  by  amendment  of  the  existing 
ordinances,  or  by  enactmput  of  the  State  Legislature.  At 
present  all  the  assessments  upon  confirmaiion  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  are  directed  to  be  collected  by  Abner  Sanfordf 
Collector  of  Assessments,  and  the  lists  are  by  him  divided) 
as  equally  as  may  be,  among  his  deputies ;  for  the  collection 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  assessments  phiced  in  the  hands 
of  the  deputies,  no  additional  provision  is  required  :  but  in 
cases  of  the  return  of  delinquents  preliminary  to  a  sale  for 
unpaid  assessments,  the  law  requires  that  the  Street  Com- 
missioner shall  be  furnished  with  affidavits  from  the  person 
appointed  to  collect  the  same,  that  a  demand  has  been 
made  by  him  twice  of  the  parties  assessed  for  the  sums  due. 

This  affidavit,  in  opinion  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpora- 
lion,  cannot  be  made  or  furnished  by  the  deputy  collector, 
but  can  only  be  made  in  compliance  with  law,  by  Abncr 
Sanford,  the  person  named  as  collector  by  the  Common 
Council.  This  construction  of  the  statute,  has  made  it 
necessary  to  defer  the  advertisement  of  sale  of  properly  for 
unpaid  assessments,  (which  should  have  been  published  in 
compliance  with  the  ordinances  on  first  Monday  of  Decem- 
ber last)  until  the  collector  shall  have  made  the  demand 


141  (Doc.  No.  4. 

required,  ard  farDisbed  the  Street  Commisrioner  with  the 
necessary  affidavits.  This  unexpected  diil}  on  the  part  of 
the  Collector  of  Assessment,  odds  much  to  the  otherwise 
laborious  occupations  of  that  officer.  The  returns  of  delin- 
quents are  unusually  large,  corresponding  with  the  increased 
business  on  trust  accounts;  and  n)ake  two  hundred  and 
Uiirty-eight  closely  written  sheets,  or  thirty-two  pages  in 
type  of  the  ordinary  pamphlet  form. 

Under  the  old  organization  of  the  departments,  the  as- 
sessment lists  were  directed  to  be  collected  by  the  deputy 
collectors,  and  their  names  embraced  in  the  resolution  of 
confirmation  by  the  Common  Council,  and  if  so  placed  for 
the  future,  the  difficulties  alluded  to  might  be  avoided  ;  this 
will  require  a  change  of  the  present  ordinances,  or  the  evils 
might  be  remedied  by  legislative  enactment  authorizing 
the  deputy  collectors,  under  the  ordinance,  to  perform  the 
duties  required. 

The  subject  of  allowance  of  fees  to  collectors  of  assess- 
ments on  the  interest  collected  by  them,  requires  to  be 
more  clearly  defined,  the  allowance  by  ordinance  for  such 
collections,  is  fixed  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  returned  ;  the  deputies  making  the  return  of  inter- 
est to  the  collector,  insist  that  the  full  amount  is  their 
peculiar  perquisite,  while  the  Collector  of  Assessments 
daims  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  proportion  thereof.  I  think 
it  pro|>er,  to  avoid  diffiulties  on  this  score,  to  define  by  ordi- 
nance the  rights  of  the  respective  parties  to  such  perquisites 
or  fees. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  allow  to  the 
Collector  of  Assessments,  an  assistant  or  clerk  to  attend  to 
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the  entries  of  aaseatmeno  nnci  paymenls  therpon,  on  the 
recQiiif  of  the  biiienu.  This  duty  is  exceedingly  heavy, 
ftud  the  assistance  named,  cannot  safely  be  longer  deferred. 
A  coinmnnicHlioo  from  the  head  of  the  bureau  in  relation 
\0  this  subject,  is  hereto  attuclu^d.  Suggestions  have  been 
made  to  the  Common  Council,  at  variotis  times,  in  regard 
to  the  propriety  of  ciianging  the  mode  of  payments  to  con- 
tractors upon  assessment  accounts.  The  present  system 
requires  the  contractor  lo  wait  until  the  moneys  are  collec- 
ted under  the  assessment,  and  upon  most  contracts  a  \urge 
faahtnce  is  withheld,  until  a  sale  for  unpaid  assessments 
takes  place,  resulting  in  higher  prices  to  be  paid  by  parties 
interested  in  the  property  improved,  and  from  the  delays 
attending  the  contirmaiion  and  collection  of  assessments^  it 
frequently  a  source  of  loss  and  embarrassment  to  the  con- 
tractors. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  an  advance  of  three  hundred  thon- 
sand  dollars  will  be  ample  to  meet  [all  demands  in  cash  on 
these  accounts  for  the  future,  if  payable  in  installments  as 
the  work  progresses ;  the  collections  made  under  assess- 
ments as  received,  to  be  added  to  the  funds,  and  again 
advanced  as  required. 

By  a  recent  decision  of  the  Superior  Court,  in  the  case  of 
Smith  against  the  Corporation,  it  is  asserted  that  the  Com- 
mon Council  have  the  right,  upon  the  presentation  to  them 
by  the  execiuive  ofRcer  having  the  sulgect  in  charge,  of 
estimates  by  him  received,  for  the  iierformnnce  of  work 
ordered,  to  decide  whether  or  not  sucli  work  shall  be  con- 
tiacted  for  upon  the  bids  received;  this  compcb  the  Street 
Commissioner  to  defer  executing  a  contract  imiil  the  action 
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of  the  Common  Council  thereon  is  known,  nnd  renders  it 
desirable  chat  such  nclion  should  be  as  prompt  as  circum- 
siaoces  will  permit. 

The  repairing  of  side-walks  nnd  curb  and  gutters,  is  a 
subject  of  some  iinporinncc>,  nnd  the  present  regnbition  of 
the  department  in  rehuion  thereto,  is  inndeqiiiite  to  the 
public  necessities.  The  Street  Coinmissioner,  under  a 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  is  nuihorized  to  nppoint 
an  inspector  of  side-w.-ilks  and  curl)  and  gniier  stones,  whose 
duly  is  to  exnnn'ne  nnd  notify  owners  of  property  of  neces- 
sary repairs  ;  but  from  the  extent  of  ground  to  l)e  visited, 
ibis  duty  is  imperfecily  performed.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
at  least  four  persons  could  he  employed  on  this  work,  with 
great  advantage,  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  pedes- 
trians ;  and  would  recommend  that  the  Street  Connnissioner 
be  authorized  to  employ  three  additional  inspectors,  and  to 
divide  the  city  into  four  districts  for  liieir  supervision,  and 
discharge  of  this  necessary  duty. 


I  would  again  urge  upon  the  Common  Council  the  pro- 
priety of  increasing  the  width  of  the  carriage-way  of  Broad- 
way, below  the  Park,  by  reducing  the  width  of  the  side- 
walks and  rounding  the  corners  of  the  intersecting  streets  ; 
the  |Tess  of  travel  and  difliculties  of  transit  being  iipon  the 
carriage  way,  and  not  upon  the  side- walks,  a  reduction  of 
a  few  feet  in  the  widih  of  the  side-walks,  would  be  found 
to  he  a  material  benefit.  In  this  connection,  I  would  stale 
that  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  wilt  he  found  necessary  at  an 
early  day  to  cut  another  portion  from  the  lower  end  of  the 
Park,  for  the  convenience  of  the  general  travel ;  and  ihis 
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will  be  eminently  necessary,  in  case  any  considerable  niini» 
•berofthe  omnibuses,  now  running  upon  Broad  wo  y,  sliouU 
be  restricted  to  this  point  ns  a  terminus  of  their  routes* 

All  of  which  is  respecl  fully  submitted. 

JOHN  T.  DODGE, 

Street  Commissumer, 


-"y  t<»'^yy>fvyvvyvy>^  **  y"  *■""  *» 


Assessment  Lists  Confirmed,  from  the  31st  day  qv 
December,  1849,  to  the  Present  Date. 

Flagging  Fifth  avenue,  from  Twenty-first  to  Twenty- 
fourth  street. 

Regulating  and  paving  Gbuverneurslip  and  South  street) 
from  Walnut  to  Montgomery  street. 

Sewer  in  Pearl  street,  from  Fulton  to  Beekman  street. 

Paving  Fourth  avenue,  from  Twenfy-eighlh  to  Thirty- 
third  street. 

Setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging  Forty-fourth  street, 
between  Ninth  and  Tenth  avenues. 

Culvert  and  basin,  corner  Bowling  Green  and  Whitehall 
street. 

Sewer  in  Bowery,  from  Grand  to  Broome  street. 
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BMitt  and  culvert,  comer  of  Barclay  and  Greenwkh 
•Ireels. 

Regulating  and  paving  Thirtieth  street,  from  Seventh  to 
Eighth  avenue. 

Paving  Seventeenih  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenne. 

Culverts  nnd  basius,  corners  of  West  and  Cortlandt  streets. 

Regrading  and  repaving  Front  street,  from  Roosevelt  to 
Dover  street. 

Regulating  Forly-fourtli  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 
avenues. 

Sewer  in  Broome  street,  from  Varick  street,  seventy  feet 
east. 

Fencing  lots  on  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-fifth  streets, 
and  Fourth  nod  iMadison  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Greene  street,  from  Waverley  place  to  Fourth 
street.  • 

Flagging  Twenty-second  street,  from  Second  to  Third 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Twenty-sixlh  street,  from  Second  avenue  thr6e 
hundred  feet  west. 

Culvert  and  basin,  corner  of  Sullivan  and  Grand  streets. 

Regulating,  curb  and  gutter,  flagging  and  paving  Eigh- 
teenth street,  from  the  First  to  the  Secoud  avenue. 

Repaving  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  iu  Anthony  street, 
from  Centre  to  Elm  street. 

Regulating  Thirty-seventh  street,  between  Second  and 
Third  avenues. 

ISewer  in  Fulton  street,  from  Broadway  to  ftnss  pavement. 
Sewer  ia  Avenue  A,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  street. 
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Regiiliiiing,  nnd  selling  curb  and  gnfier  in  Twenty-sixth 
street,  from  Ninih  to  Tenth  avrniic. 

Sewer  in  Tliirtyihird  sUcet,  between  Sixth  ond  Eighth 
avenues. 

Fencing  lots  south  side  Ninth  street,  between  First  nod 
Second  nvennes. 

Regulaiing,  (saving  nnd  flagging  Twenty-second  street, 
between  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Anthony  street,  fron)  Centre  to  Elin  stieet. 

Sewer  in  Sixth  avenue,  from  Tweuiy-fonrth  to  Twenty- 
seventh  street. 

Flagging   sd<*-vvalks,   Madison   aventie,  from   Twenly-^ 
e'ghlh  to  Thirty-second   street  ;    also,  in    Third   avenue, 
from  Thirtieth  to  Foiiy-founh  .Mreet 

Setting  i'uib  and  gutter  in  Fortieth  street,  from  Third  to 
Fourth  avenue.  , 

•  Flagging  side-walks.  Seventeenth  street,  between   First 
avenue  and  Avenue  A. 

Sewer  in  Third  i; venue,  from  Twenty-eighth  to  Thirty- 
second  street. 

I^ewer  in  Division  street,  from  Snflfolk  to  Clinton  street. 

Flagging  Twelfth  street,  fiom  First  to  Thiid  avenue. 

Cross-walks,  corner  Eighth  avenue  and  Greenwich  lone. 

Basin  nnd  culvert,  corner  Centre  and  Leonard  streets. 

Sewer  in  Twenty-ihird  street,  fiom  Lexitigton  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Sewer   in   Anthony  street,   fiom   Broadway   to  Chapel 
street. 
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Rpgrnding  and  paving  Washington  street,  between  Bank 
and  Beihiine  streets. 

Sewer  in  Tweniy-seveuih  street,  from  Third  lo  Lexing- 
ton avenue. 

Sewer  in  Nineteenth  street,  from  Eighth  avenue  to  Hud- 
son river. 

Sewer  in  Sixth  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Thirty-first 
street,  and  through  Thirty-first  street  to  near  Broadway. 

Sewer  in  Seventeenth  street,  from  Second  avenue  to  one 
hundred  niid  ten  feet  eiisterly  of  Third  avenue. 

Regnhiling  nndrepaving  West  street,  from  Barclay  to 
Corllnndt  street,  and  so  much  of  Vesey,  Fuhun  and  Dey 
streets  as  is  affected  thereliy. 

Basins  nnd  culverts  in -Vesey  street,  near  West;  also, 
sluices,  drains  and  culverts,  corner  Dey  and  West  streets. 

Regnlaling  Eighty-sixth  street,  from  Third  avenue  to 
East  river. 

Sewer  in  Broome  street,  from  Columbia  street  to  East 
river. 

Sewer  in  Amity  nnd  Great  Jones  streets,  from  Sixth  ave- 
nue CO  Bowery. 

Sewer  in  Eleventh  street,  from  Sixth  to  Seventh  nvenue. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Graiid  to  Canal  street. 

Regulating  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Tliirty-ninth 
•ireei,  from  Seventh  to  Eighth  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Amity  to  forty-five  feet  south 
of  Fourth  street. 

Flagging  side-wnlks  in  East  Twenty-eighth  street,  be- 
tween Second  and  Third  avenue9< 
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Sewer  in  Houston  street^  from  Mulberry  afreet  to  Broad- 
way. 

Sewer  in  Tenth  street,  from  the  Fourth  to  the  Seedod 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Greenwich  street,  between  Morris  and  Edgar 
streets. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-second  street,  from  Lexington  to  Third 
avenue;  also  through  Second  and  Thiid  avenues,  aod 
Thirty-third  and  Thirty -fourth  streets. 

Sewer  in  Fourteenth  street,  from  Sixth  to  Eighth  avt- 
nue. 

Paving  Twenty  sixth  street,  from  Second  avenue  to  Eotl 
river. 

Cross-walks,  corner  Fifth  avenue  and  Twenty-third 
street. 

Grading  and  seiting  curb  and  gutter  in  Twenty-third 
street,  from  Tenth  avenue  lo  Hudson  river. 

Paving  Fortieth  street,  from  Tiiird  to  Fourth  avenne. 

Regulating,  selling  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Thirty, 
third  street,  from  Ninth  to  Eleventh  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Fifth  avenue,  from  Twenty  eighth  to  Twenty- 
ninth  street. 

Regulating,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  graveiifi|( 
Thiny-sevenili  street,  from  the  Tenth  to  the  Eleventh 
avenue. 

Regulating  and  Macadamizing  Fifiy-fourth  street,  frOm 
Fifth  avenue  to  Broadwny. 

Regulating  Forty-third  street,  from  Tenth  to  Twelfth 
avenne. 
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RegnlatiDgand  aeUing  curb  nnd  guUer  in  Twcnty-aeventh 
Hreel,  from  Tenlh  to  £leven(h  avenue. 

Paving  Twenty-sevenih  street,  from  Broadway  to  Fourth 
arenue. 

Paving  Twenty-sixth  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  avenue. 

Regulating,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging  Lez- 
lAgtoD  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Foriy-second  street. 

Basins  and  culverts,  corner  Broadway  and  Twenty -sixth 
street. 

Basin  and  culvert,  corner  Grand  and  Mulberry  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty 
iixUi  streets,  Broadway  and  Fifth  avenue. 

Curb  and  gutter  and  flagging  side-walk  in  Downing 
street,  54  to  64. 

Well  and  pump,  corner  Forty-first  street  and  Seventh 
avende. 

Well  and  pump  in  Fifty-fourth  street,  between  Sixth 
and  Seventh  avenues. 

Deepening  well  and  new  pump  in  Thirty-fourth  street, 
between  Seventh  and  Eighth  avenues. 

Well  and  pump,  corner  Forty-fourth  street  and  Ninth 
avenue. 

Regulating  Thirty-ninth  street,  from  Eighth  to  Ninth 
avenue. 

Regulating,  resetting  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging  Fifth 
•venue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Thirty-fourth  street. 

Regulating,  setting  and  resetting  curb  and  gutter,  and 
rebuilding  basins  and  luan-hoh  s  in  Madison  avenue,  from 
Thirtieth  tp  Forty-firat  street ;  also,  Thirtieth,  Thiriy-firtf, 
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Thirty-second,  Tfiirly-ihird,  Tliiriy-fonrlh,  Thirty-fifth, 
Thiriy-sixih,  Thirty-sevenili,  T!)iriy-eighth,  Thiriy-ninib, 
and  Fortieth  streets,  from  the  Founh  to  the  Fifth  avenue. 

Reguhiting  nnd  setting  curb  ant)  gutter  in  Thirty -seventh 
street,  between  Seventli  avenue  nnd  Broadway. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-first  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  avenue. 

Well  and  pump  in  Thirty-fifth  street,  near  Second 
avenue. 

Fencing  lots  on  Second  avenue,  from  Twelfth  to  Thir- 
t2enth  street. 

Well  nnd  pump,  corner  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh 
street  and  Sixth  avenue. 

/  Sewer  in  Madison  avenue,  from  Thirty-seventh  to  Thir- 
ty-third street. 

Grading  Forty-first  street,  between  Broadway  and  Sixth 
avenue. 

Grading  Fifty-third  street,  between  Bloomingdale  and 
Eighth  avenue. 

Well  and  pump  on  Bloomingdale  road,  between  One 
hundred  and  sixth  and  One  hundred  {\m\  seventh  streets. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  corner  Broad  and  Marketfield  streets. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  cast  side  Broadway,  near  Twentieth 
street. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Twenty-sevrnih  street,  between 
Second  nnd  Third  avenues,  and  First  nnd  Second  avenues. 

Fencing  vacnnt  lots  en  Twmtv-first,  Twentv-second 
and  Twenty-third  streets,  between  Third  nnd  Lexington 
avenues. 
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Well  and  pump,  corner  N.'nib  avenue  and  Forty-second 
street. 

Flagging  side-walks,  Twenty-fourtli  street,  from  First  to 
Second  avenue. 

Flagging  side-walks,  Tenth  street,  from  Avenue  A  to 
First  avenn.*. 

Flagging  side-walks.  Twenty-sixth  street,  from  First  to 
Third  avenue. 

Flagging  side-wulks,  Twenty-first  street,  from  Second  to 
Third  avenue. 

Flagging  side-walks,  Twenty-fifth  street,  from  Second  to 
Third  avenue. 

Flagging  side-walks.  Tenth  street,  between  Avrniics  C 
and  D. 

Filling  and  regulating  Seventeenth  street,  between  First 
avenue  and  Avenue  B. 

Paving   Thirteenth    street,    between    First  and  Second 
avenues. 

Paving   Twentieth   street,    between    First  and  Second 
avenues. 

Regulating,  paving  and  souing  curb  and  gutter  stones  in 
First  avenue,  from  Thirteenth  to  Tweniyeiglah  street. 

Flagging  Eighth  avenue,  from   Forty-fourth   to  Fiftieth 
street . 

Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Seventh  avenue,  nenr  Eighteenth 
street,  and  on  E  ghteinih  strrct,  near  Seventh  nvcnne. 

Fencinir  vncant  lots  on  Seventh  street,  between  First  and 
Second  avt  nncs. 

3 
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Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Twenfy-eighth  street,  between 
Second  and  Third  avenues. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Tivenly-first  street,  between  Se- 
cond and  Third  avenues,  and  on  Second  avenue,  between 
Twenty-first  and  Tweniy-second  streets. 

Resetting  curb  and  guiier,  and  repaving  Twentieth  street^ 
from  Fourth  avenue  to  Broadway. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-second  street,  between  Fourth  and  Lex-> 
ington  avenues. 

Setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Thirty-ninth  street, 
between  Third  and  Fourth  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-fourth  street,  fro-n  200  feet  easterly  of 
Seventh  avenue  to  Seventh  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Fourth  street,  from  Avenue  C  340  feet  east. 

Sewer  in  Lexington  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Tbiily- 
second  street. 

Cross-walk  at  intersection  Hudson  street  and  Abingdon 
square. 

Regulating  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Twenty-ninth 
street,  between  Second  and  Third  avenues. 

Regulating  Forty-fourth  street,  between  Third  and 
Fourth  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Third  avenue,  from  Thirty-third  to  Thirty-sixth 
street. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-sixth  street,  from  50  feet  east  of  Third 
avenue,  to  and  through  Second  avenue  to  Thirty-fourth 
street. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Cedar  to  Pine  street. 

Regulating  Eleventh  avenue,  froui  Forty-sixih  to  Forty- 
eighth  street. 
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Sewer  in  Tv^eDty-seventh  street,  from  Second  to  First 
avenue. 

Paving  Twenty-fourth    street,    from  First  to   Second 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Nineteenth  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Church  street  and  Park  place,  from  Broadway 
to  Barclay  street. 

Regulating  and  Macadamizing  Forty-eighth  street,  from 
Eighth  to  Tenth  avenue. 

Cross-walk  Tenth  street,  intersection  Dry  Dock  street. 

Cross-walk    Thirteenth    street,    Greenwich   avenue  to 
Eighth  avenue. 

Flagging  side-walk,  corner  Amity  and  Wooster  streets. 

Regulating,  paving  and  flagging  Twenty-ninth  street, 
from  Ninth  to  Eleventh  avenue. 

Regulating  Eleventh  avenue,  between  Foriy-third  and 
Fony-sixth  streets. 

Well  and  pump  in  Ninety-fifth  street,  between  Fifth  and 
Sixth  avenues, 

Regrading  and  repaving  Broome  street  sh'p,  from  Man- 
gin  street  to  bulkhead  at  East  river. 

Regulating,  paving  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  stones  in 
Thirty-ninth  street,  between  Broadway  and  First  avenue. 

Flagging  Nineteenth  street,  between  Broadway  and  the 
Sixth  avenue. 

Flagging  Thirty-sixth  street,  between  Ninth  ond  Tenth 
avenues. 

Flagging  Twenty -sixth  street,  between  First  and  Second 
avenue?* 
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FInirging  Firsi  iivenue,  between  Thirteenth  nnd  Twentjr- 
e'sfiith  sirt-els. 

Si'wor  in  Di  Inncry  streei,  from  old  sewer  to  East  river. 

Khigt^ing  side-Wiilk  Thiitirth  streei,  between  Eighth  and 
N  mil  avi  niir>. 

St»wer  in    Madison   nvcniif",   between  Twenty -fifth  and 

Tw4n(y-ihird  sIhtis. 

Re^ulni  ngr   and   trradingr   Tliirty-sixtli    street,    between 
Sevinili  an«l  Eghth  avcniifs. 

Kegnlaiing  and  setting  curb  and  gu'ter  Twenty-ninth 
street,  bi-twcen  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues. 

Fhit^ging   Nini'leenth   street,  between  Fifth   and  Sixth 
avenues. 

Regulating  and  paving  Fonrth  avenue,  from  Thirty-third 
to  Thirtv-loiirth  street . 

m 

Fl.igging  side  walk  in   Twentieth  street,  between  First 
and  Second  avenues. 

Covering  gutter  wiiii   iron  plates,  corner  Tin'rd  avenue 
and  Ninth  strret. 

Flagg.ng  aide-walk  in  Fifty-first  street,  five  hundred  feet 
we'jt  'I'liird  avenue. 

Sewer  in   Third  ^treet,  across  Avenue  A. 

Regiihitiug  and  seitng  curb  and  gutter  stones  in  Thirty- 
eighth  sirfei,  between  ihe  Third  iind  Lexington  avenues. 

Flagffing  side-walk  in   Twenty-eiglith  street,   between 
Second  avenue  and  East  river. 

Rrgidating   and    selling   ciKb    and    gutter   in    Madison 
ttrei't,  lieiWiTU  James  and  Rnos<'veIt  ^treets. 

y*      ''Hg  side-walk  in  Mangin  street,  between  Dehiocey 
ton  streets. 
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Rpgnlating',  setting  curb  and  gutter  and  paving  Avenue 
A,  from  Fourteenth  to  Twenty-third  street. 

Regrading  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Forly-fifth 
street,  from  Eighth  lo  Ninth  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Tenth  street,  from  Avenue  C  to  Dry  Dock 
street. 

Paving  Thirty-seventh  street,  from  Ninlli  to  Tenth 
avenne. 

Sewer  in  Gold  street,  from  Maiden  lane  to  Plntt  street. 

Regulating  Tweniieth  street,  from  First  avenue  to  East 
river. 

Regulating,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  paving  and  flagging 
Tweniy-sevenih  street,  between  First  and  Second  avenues. 

Regulaiing,  pnving,  setting  anil  resetling  curb  and  gutter 
stones,  and  flogging  in  Twenty-seventh  street,  between 
First  ami  Second  avenues. 

Bulkhead  and  filling  at  Delancey  street  slip. 

Filling  sunken  lo«s  hefwem  Thirty-fifth  and  Tliirty* 
sixth  streets,  and  Fifih  and  Sixth  avenues, 

Cross-walks  around  Union  park. 

Regulaiing  Thiriy-fifth  street,  between  Lexington  and 
Second  avenues. 

Rrgulating  Forty-fifih  street,  between  Second  and  Third 
avenues. 

Sewer  in  Ninth  street,  from  Broadway  to  the  Fourth 
avenue . 

Sewer  in  Albany  street,  frgm  Greenwich  to  Washington 
street. 

Sewer  in  Eleventh  street,  from  Dry  Dock  street  to  Ave- 
nue C. 
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Sewcr  in  Avenne  A,  from  Twelfth  to  Thirteenth  street. 

Sewer  in  Thirtieth  sheet,  from   Fourth    to  Lexington 
avenue. 

Flagging  in  Twenfy-sixih  iind  Tweniy-si^venth  streets, 
between  Sixth  nnd  Seventh  avenues. 

Flagging  Fifth  avenue,  between  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
streets. 

Flagging    Ruigers    slip,    between   Water    and  South 
streets. 

Filling  sunken   lots  between   Thirty-fifth   and   Thirty- 
eighth  streets,  and  Second  avenue  and  East  river. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth 
streets,  and  Avenues  A  and  B. 

Regulating    and    grading    Forty-fifth    street,   between 
Fifth  avenue  and  Bloomingdale  road. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  in  Cherry  and  Water  streets. 

Paving  and  flagging  Thirty-second  street,  between  Broad- 
way and  Fourth  avenue. 

Flagging  Thirty-sixth  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 
avenues. 

Sewer  in  Washington   place,  from  Mercer  to  Greene 
street. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Spring  to  Grand  street. 

Sewer  in  W^illiam  street,  from  Wall  street  to  Exchange 
place. 

Sewer  in  Beach  and  Greenwich  streets,  from  Hudson  to 
Hubert  street. 

Flagging  side-walk  in  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  the 
Fourth  and  Lexington  avenues. 
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Flogging  tide-walks  ^in  Twenfy-sixth  slreef,  between 
Niolh  and  Tenth  avenues. 

Regulating  ond  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Forty-fourth 
street,  from  Third  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Paving  Twenty-eighth  street,  between  Sixth  and  Sev- 
enth avenues. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and 
Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  Band  C  and  Ninth 
and  Tenth  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  C  and  D,  and  Ninth 
and  Tenih  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and  Elev- 
enth and  Twelfth  streets. 

Filling  sunken   lots   between   Aventies  B  and   C,  and  . 
Seventh  and  Eig*!th  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and 
Eighth  and  Ninth  streets. 

Sewer  in  Fletcher  street,  from  Penrl  to  Water  street. 

Flagging  side-walks,  corner  Grand  and  Chrystie  streets. 

Widening,  flngging  side-walks,  and  setting  curb  and  gut- 
ter in  Thirty-fourth  street,  between  Eighth  avenue  and 
Broadway. 

Setting  curb  and  gutter,  nnd  flagging  side-walks  in  For- 
tieth street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues. 

Reg'ulating,  paying,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging 
Fourteenth  street,  from  First  lo  Second  avenue. 

Flagging  Avenue  A,  from  Fourteenth  to  Twenty-third 
street. 

Sewer  in  Lafayette  place,  from  Fourth  to  Great  Jones 
street. 
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Sewer  in  Fourih  street,  from  Lafnyette  place  to  Sixth 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Tliiid  avenue,  from  Thirly-sixlh  to  Thirty- 
eighth  street. 

Regulating  Avenue  B,  between  Thirteenth  and  Eigh- 
teenth streets. 

Fining  and  regulating  Seventeenth  street,  from  Avenue 
B  to  East  river. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-first  street,  from  Third  to  Lexington 
avenue. 

Sewer   in   Thirtieth   street,   from   Third   to   Lexington 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Twenty-ninth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to 
Hudl^on  river. 

Regulating,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Thirty- 
first  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues. 

Regulating,  flagging,  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Forty- 
third  street,  between  Ninth  avenue  and  Hudson  river. 

P.iving  Seventh  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Forty-third 
street. 

Regrading  and  paving  South  street,  from  Pike  to  Catha- 
rine street. 

Widening,  regulating  and  grading  Bloomingdale  road, 
from  Seventh  avenue  to  Fiftieth  street. 

Regulating  and  grading  Forty-ninth  street,  from  Bloom- 
ingdale road  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  in  Twentieth  street,  between  Nintli 
and  Tenth  avenues. 

Sewer,  regulating,  and  curb  and  gutter  in  Twenty-eighth 
street,  from  Secund  avenue  to  East  river. 


ocvmEivT  No.  a. 


BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 


J\NUARY  8,  1851. 


The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Administrator, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


To  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

The  Public  Administrator  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  state  of  New^York,  hereby  submits  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  1850,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1851,  including 
the  balances  in  his  hands  standing  to  the  credit  of  tlie 
several  estates,  on  the  books  of  his  office. 


Doc.  Nq.  4.)  152 

Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Tweniy-eighth  street,  between 
Second  and  Third  avenues. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  on  Twenty-first  street,  between  Se- 
cond and  Third  avenues,  and  on  Second  avenue,  between 
Twenty-first  and  Twenty-second  streets. 

Resetting  curb  and  gutter,  and  repaving  Twentieth  street^ 
from  Fourth  avenue  to  Broadway. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-second  street,  between  Fourth  and  Lex- 
ington avenues. 

Setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Thirty-ninth  street, 
between  Third  and  Fourth  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-fourth  street,  from  200  feet  easterly  of 
Seventh  avenue  to  Seventh  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Fourth  street,  from  Avenue  C  340  feet  east. 

Sewer  in  Lexington  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Tbiily- 
second  street. 

Cross-walk  at  intersection  Hudson  street  and  Abingdon 
square. 

Regulating  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Twenty-ninth 
street,  between  Second  and  Third  avenues. 

Regulating  Forty-fourth  street,  between  Third  and 
Fourth  avenues. 

Sewer  in  Third  avenue,  from  Thirty-third  to  Thirty-sixth 
street. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-sixth  street,  from  50  feet  east  of  Third 
avenue,  to  and  through  Second  avenue  to  Thirty-fourth 
street. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Cedar  to  Pine  street. 

Regulating  Eleventh  avenue,  from  Forty-sixth  to  Forty- 
eighth  street. 
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Sewer  ia  Tweoty-seventh  street,  from  Second  to  First 
avenue. 

Paving  Twenty-fourth    street,    Arom  First  to   Second 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Nineteenth  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Church  street  and  Park  place,  from  Broadway 
to  Barclay  street. 

Regulatings  and  Mncadamizingf  Forty-eighth  street,  from 
Eighth  to  Tenth  avenue. 

Cross-walk  Tenth  street,  intersection  Dry  Dock  street. 

Cross-walk    Thirteenth    street,    Greenwicli   avenue  to 
Eighth  avenue. 

Flagging  side-walk,  corner  Amity  and  Wooster  streets. 

Regulating,  paving  and  flagging  Twenty-ninth  street, 
from  Ninth  to  Eleventh  avenue. 

Regulating  Eleventh  avenue,  between  Forty-third  and 
Forty-sixth  streets. 

Well  and  pump  in  Ninety-fifth  street,  between  Fifth  and 
Sixth  avenues. 

Regrading  nnd  repaving  Broome  street  slip,  from  Man- 
gin  street  to  bulkhead  at  East  river. 

Regulating,  paving  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  stones  in 
Thirty-ninth  street,  between  Broadway  and  First  avenue. 

Flagging  Nineteenth  street,  between  Broadway  and  the 
Sixth  avenue. 

Flagging  Thirty-sixth  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth 
avenues. 

Flagging  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  First  and  Second 
aTeoue£« 
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Fln/jging  First  u venue,  between  Thirteenth  and  Twenty- 
eighth  sirt-els. 

Sewer  in  Di  Inncey  streef,  from  old  sewer  to  East  river. 

Flagging  side-Wiilk  Thirtieth  street,  between  Eighth  and 
N^nifi  avt  niifs. 

Sewer  in   Madison  nvenno,  between  Twenty -fifth  and 

Twcnty-ihird  stnuMs. 

Rr^nlat  ngr   and   grading   Thirty-sixtli    street,    between 
Severn h  and  Eighth  avenues. 

Kegulaiing  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  Twenty. ninth 
street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues. 

Fi.»t»ging   Nineteenth   street,  between  Fifth   and  Sixth 
avenues. 

Regidatingand  |)aving  Fourth  avenue,  from  Thirty-third 
to  Thirtv-fourlh  streel . 

Flagging  side  walk  in  Twentieth  street,  between  First 
and  Second  avenues. 

Covering  gutter  with   iron  plates,  corner  Third  avenue 
and  Ninth  street . 

Flagging  Slide-walk  in  Fifty-first  street,  five  hundred  feet 
we'jt  Third  avenue. 

Sewer  in   Thud  ^treet,  across  Avenue  A. 

Regulating  and  setfng  curb  and  gutter  stones  in  Thirty- 
eighth  street,  between  the  Third  and  Lexington  avenues. 

Flagffing  side-walk  in   Twenty-eiglith  street,   between 
Second  avenue  and  East  river. 

Regulating   and    setting   ctnb    and   gutter   in    Mudison 
street,  between  James  and  Roosevelt  btreeis. 

Fhigging  side-walk  in  Mangin  street,  between  Delnocey 
and  Rivington  stieets. 
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Rfgiilnting,  setting  curb  and  gutter  and  paving  Avenue 
A,  from  Fuiirteenth  to  Twenty-third  street. 

Regruding  and  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Forty. fifth 
street,  from  Eighth  to  Ninth  avenue. 

Sewer  in  Tenth  street,  from  Avenue  C  to  Dry  Dock 
street. 

Paving  Thirty-sevcnih  street,  from  Ninth  to  Tenth 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Gold  street,  from  Maiden  hme  to  Piatt  street. 

Regulating  Twentieth  street,  from  First  avenue  to  East 
river. 

Regulating,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  paving  and  flagging 
Twenty-seventh  street,  between  First  and  Second  avenues. 

Regulating,  paving,  setting  and  resetting  curb  and  gutter 
stunes,  and  flagging  in  Twenty-seventh  street,  between 
First  anil  Second  avenues. 

Bulkhead  and  filling  at  Delancoy  street  slip. 

Filling  sunken  lots  hetweon  Thirty-fifth  and  Thirty- 
sixth  streets,  and  Fifth  and  Sixth  avenues, 

Cross-walks  aroimd  Union  park. 

Regulating  Thirty-fifth  street,  between  Lexington  and 
Second  avenues. 

Regulating  Forty-fifth  street,  between  Second  and  Third 
avenues. 

Sewer  in  Ninth  street,  from  Broadway  to  the  Fourth 
avenue . 

Sewer  in  Albany  street,  frgm  Greenwich  to  Washington 
street. 

Sewer  in  Eleventh  street,  from  Dry  Dock  street  to  Ave- 
nue C. 
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Sewer  in  Avenue  A,  from  Twelfth  to  Thirteenth  street. 

Sewer  in  Thirtieth  street,  from   Fourth   to  Lexington 
avenue. 

Flagging  in  Twcnfy-sixih  and  Twenty-seventh  streets^ 
betwren  Sixth  nnd  Seventh  avenues. 

Flagging  Fifth  avenue,  between  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
streets. 

Fliigging    Ruigers    slip,    between   Wafer    and   South 
streets. 

Filling  sunken   lots  b3tween   Thirty-fifth   and   Thirty- 
eighth  streets,  and  Second  avenue  and  East  river. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth 
streets,  and  Avenues  A  and  B. 

Regulating    and    grading    Forty-fifth    street,   between 
Fifth  avenue  and  Bloomingdale  road. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  in  Cherry  and  Water  streets. 

Paving  and  flagging  Thirty-second  street,  between  Broad- 
way and  Fourth  avenue. 

Flagging  Thiriy-sixth  street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth 
avenues. 

Sewer  in  Washington  place,  from  Mercer  to  Greene 
street. 

Sewer  in  Broadway,  from  Spring  to  Grand  street. 

Sewer  in  William  street,  from  Wall  street  to  Exchange 
place. 

Sewer  in  Beach  and  Greenwich  streets,  from  Hudson  to 
Hubert  street. 

Flagging  side-walk  in  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  the 
Fourth  and  Lexington  avenues. 


167  (Doc.  No.  4. 

Flogging  side-walks  ^in  Twenfy-sixth  street,  between 
Ninth  and  Tenili  avenues. 

Regulating  nnd  setting  curb  and  gutter  in  Foriy-fourth 
street,  from  Third  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Paving  Twenty-eighth  street,  between  Sixth  and  Sev- 
enth avenues. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and 
Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets. 

FilUng  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  Band  C  and  Ninth 
and  Tenth  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  C  and  D,  and  Ninth 
and  Tenih  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and  Elev- 
enth and  Twelfth  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets. 

Filling  sunken  lots  between  Avenues  B  and  C,  and 
Eighth  and  Ninth  streets. 

Sewer  in  Fletcher  street,  from  Penrl  to  Water  street. 

Flagging  side-walks,  corner  Grand  and  Chrysiie  streets. 

Widening,  flagging  side-walks,  and  setting  curb  and  gut- 
ter in  Thirty-fourth  street,  between  Eighth  avenue  and 
Broadway. 

Setting  curb  ond  gutter,  and  flagging  side- walks  in  For- 
tieth street,  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  avenues. 

Regulating,  paying,  setting  curb  and  gutter,  and  flagging 
Fourteenth  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 

Flagging  Avenue  A,  from  Fourteenth  to  Twenty-third 
street. 

Sewer  in  Lafayette  place,  from  Fourth  to  Great  Jones 
street. 
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Sewer  in  Fourth  street,  from  Lafayette  place  to  Sixth 
avenue. 

Sewer  in   Thiid  avenue,  from   Thirty-sixth  to  Thirty- 
eighth  sheet. 

Regulating  Avenue  B,  between  Thirteenth  and  Eigh« 
teenth  sheets. 

Fining  and  regulating  Seventeenth  street,  from  Avenue 
B  10  East  river. 

Sewer  in  Thirty-first  street,  from  Third  to  Lexington 
avenue. 

Sewer   in   Thirtieth   street,   from   Third   to   Lexington 
avenue. 

Sewer  in  Twenty-ninth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue  to 
Hndjon  river. 

Regulating,  selting  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Thirty- 
first  sheet,  between  Elgliih  and  Ninth  avenues. 

Regulating,  flagging,  curb  and  gutter,  and  paving  Forty- 
third  Sheet,  between  Ninth  avenue  and  Hudson  river. 

Piiving  Seventh  avenue,  from  Thirtieth  to  Forty-third 
street. 

Regrading  and  paving  South  street,  from  Pike  to  Catha- 
rine street. 

Widening,  regulating  and  grading  Bloomingdale  road^ 
from  Seventh  avenue  to  Fiftieth  street. 

Regulating  and  grading  Forty-ninth  street,  from  Bloom- 
ingdale road  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Fencing  vacant  lots  in  Twentieth  street,  between  Ninth 
and  Tenth  avenues. 

Sewer,  regulating,  and  curb  and  gutter  in  Twenty-eighth 
street,  from  Secund  avenue  to  East  river. 


nocvHEiVT  ifo.  a. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  8,  1861. 


The  following  Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Administrator, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  ofJfew  York  : 

The  Public  Administrator  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
the  state  of  New^York,  hereby  submits  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  his  office,  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  1850,  to  the  first  day  of  January,  1851,  including 
the  balances  in  his  hands  standing  to  the  credit  of  the 
several  estates,  on  the  books  of  his  office. 
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Report  of  the  Expensss  of  Admivisteation  upov  all 

Estates,  for  the  year  1850. 

Surrogate's  fees,  advertising,  collecting,  cartage,  • 
Apprasers'  fees,  printing,   clerk  hire,  agents' 
bills,  and  all  charges  and  expenses  in  securing 
the  effects  of  all  estates,  and  administering  the 
same |3336  97 


The  aggregate  of  commissions  and  unclaimed 
balances  paid  by  the  Public  Administrator  into 
the  city  treasury,  December  31,  1850/ $4779 

The  number  of  estates  in  the  course  of  ad- 
ministration, January  1,  1850 217 

The  number  of  estates  taken  charge  of  by  the 
•Public  Administrator,  during  1850 117 

Total 834 

JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Admittistratar. 
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Report  of  Suits  pending. 

Estate  £lam  Bliss. — A  suit  against  this  estate  for  the  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage.  The  Public  Administrator 
is  a  party  defendant. 

**  GrORDON  Watt, — A  suit  for  the  construction  of  a 
willy  and  sale  of  property.  The  Public  Adminis- 
trator is  a  party  defendant. 

» 

"  Duncan  McEwing. — A  suit  for  the  recovery  of 
money,  in  which  the  Public  Administrator  is  de- 
fendant. 

^^  Samuel  L.  Carter. — A  suit  for  the  recovery  of  a 
note,  and  account,  wherein  the  Public  Adminis- 
trator is  defendant. 

"  Henrt  C.  Scott. — Foreclosure  suit — ^The  Public 
Administrator  is  defendant. 

JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

Public  Administrator  m 
ffew  Yarkj  January  3,  1850. 
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REPORT  OF  BALANCES 
Standing  to  the  credit  of  the  following  Estates,  unclaimed  by  kin 
or  otherwise,  and  paid  into  the  City  Treasury,  December  31 , 
1850,  by  James  S.  Thater,  Public  Administrator. 


Amount  forward. .  • . $2770  54 

■STATE 

ESTATE 

Ellen  Higgins 

$34  52 

William  Wilkinson. 

20  16 

Judah  Levy 

70  69 

Peter  Jacobs 

42  84 

James  Mackay 

18  76 

John  Osbom 

32  24 

James  Yt  illiams .  • .  • 

22  31 

Josiah  Nesbitt 

77  83 

Charles  Davis 

1150  35 

Adam  Radal 

5  88 

Lambert  W.  Fell. . . 

6  40 

John  Watkins. ..... 

115  28 

Robert  Miller 

155  26 

Caspar  Ispharding.  • 

32  38 

Henry  Norton 

964  95 

Joanna  McCarthy  • . 

10  26 

James  King 

52  02 

Edward  Lane 

74  35 

Dennis  Delaney .... 

4  45 

Daniel  Ennis 

10  33 

John  Bradley 

4  28 

Hugh  Campbell «... 

4  07 

John  Johnson 

4  54 

Carl  Brochart 

8  48 

John  Boylston 

4  58 

Mrs.  Fitzgerald*. .. 

13  80 

JohnO'Niel 

41  20 

Cath'ne  McMurray . 

169  75 

Henry  Slate 

4  85 

John  Fuller 

3  31 

William  Hobgen  • .  • 

12  48 

Robert  Bradbury.  •  • 

11  41 

Jacob  Thompson  •  • . 

10  99 

John  Rose 

5  57 

Hans  A.  Fries 

9  62 

Thomas  Filand.... 

33  63 

William  Peterson.  •  • 

39  45 

Andreas  Christiansen 

58  35 

John  B.  D.  Webster. 

18  70 

Agatha  Lange 

5  00 

John  Smith, 2d.. .. 

73  71 

Ellen  Cosgrove.... 

4  12 

John  H.  Rogers .  • . . 

38  99 

Bridget  Dobson .... 

39  35 

Thomas  Hardy 

28  44 

N Malone. . . 

17  42 

13566  35 


$2770  54  , 

JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

PubKc  Admimstraior. 
PubHe  Admm$iraior^9  Pficty 
New  YarkyJm.  By  ISdl. 
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STATEMENT  OF  BALANCEwS 

Charged  to  the  Corporation,  December  31,  1850,  being  amount 
of  expenses  incurred  over  receipts,  in  the  following  estates , 


Amount  forward .  • 

.   119  70 

KSTATS 

ESTATE 

Thomas  Clark. •.. 

.     23  26 

Edward  O'Connor. 

.       0  60 

James  Kain 

6  00< 

Frederick  Deyaux . 

.     12  35 

Antoinette  Brayton 

7  25 

Catharine  Duffin . . 

0  46 

Saldon  Huntington. 

.       9  40 

Michael  Bailey  . . . 

1  37 

James  Carroll 

.     58  34 

Mary  J.  Kelly.... 

.       0  90 

Edward  Campbell . 

5  40 

Johann  Siebs 

0 

1  00 

Charles  Carroll. . . . 

9  40 

Hannah  Parker  • . . 

1  00 

John  Downey 

.       0  65 

John  J.  Schultz  • . . 

1  90 

$119  70 

$139  28 

JAM] 

ES  S.  THAYER, 

PubHc  Adminiatrator. 

New  York,  January  3,  1851. 
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The  Corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  acconnt 
with  James  S.  Thayer,  Public  Administrator. 


I860. 
Jan.  81 
Feb.  14 
Feb.  28 


Mw. 
April 

my 


June 
Aug. 

Oct. 


Not. 
Deo. 


To  paid  for  carrying  in  eoal 

adv.  anniiarrep*t  in  Express. . 

M.  Buckmao 

three  months'  rent 

for  ooal»  Ito 

for  ohairs  and  oil  cloth 

adv.  report  in  Azgns 

three  months'  office  rent 

for  Aimitnre  and  boxes 

for  posta^^  &o 

for  deamng  and  labor 

for  painting  signs 

three  months'  office  rent 

for  tin  box 

notices  to  hotels  and  boarding 

houses 

for  paper  badcet 

Wobd  &  Mabbatt 

balances  of  estates  where  ex- 
penses are  more  than  receipts 
Snepherd  Knapp,  Citj  Trea- 
surer, balance  of  Commis. . . 
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252 

40 

87 

6 

9 

100 

87 

8 

3 

8 

6 

87 

2 

100 

0 

18 

188 

1212 


I 
25 
60! 
60 
50 
26' 
75 
OOj 
60' 
60 
601 
90 
25. 
60 
60 

00 
76 
60 

I 

I 
28 

87; 
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PuBUO  AiMinrinEATOR'8  Office,  > 
New  York,  January  8, 1861.        5 


1860,  December. 
By  commissions  on 
moneys  reoeiTed  by 
Jamks  S.  Thates, 
Public  Administra- 
tor ,daring  the 
1860 


2018  80 


2018  80 


JAMES  S.  THAYER, 

FubHc  AdminUtraior. 


City  and  County  of  New  York,  $$. 

James  S.  Thater,  Public  Adminstrator.in  the  city  of  New 
York,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  according  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge,  information  and  belief,  the*  annexed  account  contains 
a  true  statement  of  the  moneys  received  for  commissions  and  ex- 
penses ;  and  of  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  in 
each  case  in  which  the  Public  Administrator  has  taken  charge  oC 
and  collected  any  effects,  or  in  which  he  has  administered  upon 
any  estate  daring  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty, 


181  (Doc.  No.  6. 

with  the  name  of  the  deceased,  his  addition  and  place  of 
residence^  at  the  time  of  his  death,  if  known,  and  the  country 
or  phu^e  from  whence  he  came,  if  a  non-resident  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

JAMES  S.  THAYER,  PubHc  Administratar . 

Sworn  before  me,  January  > 
6th,  1851.  \ 

Geo.  Ireland,  Jr.,  Commissioner  of  Deeds 
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BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  9,  1861. 
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The  following  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  ' 
Lamps,  on  lamps  and  gas,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  Jfew  York: 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring me,  from  time  to  time,  to  communicate  with  the 
CTommon  Council,  I  submit  to  your  Honorable  Body  my 
annual  report  on  Lamps  and  Gras. 

There  has  been  erected  and  lighted,  during  the  last  year, 
seven  hundred  gas  lamps,  which,  with  those  before  erected, 
make  the  number  amount  to  five  thousand  five  hundred 
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and  seventy  ;  during  the  same  year  we  have  set  seven 
hundred  and  thirty  oil  posts,  and  there  is  now  six  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-two  oil  lamps,  making  the  whole 
number  of  public  lamps  twelve  thousand  three  hunred  and 
two,  which  will  be  Inrgely  increased  during  the  present 
year.  I  would  recommend  the  passage  of  resolutions  at  an 
early  day  to  light  up  all  the  streets  with  oil,  that  have 
already  been  applied  for,  above  the  gas  district,  in 
order  to  enable  the  assessors  to  tax  the  property  this  jear 
that  will  be  benefited  by  this  improvement.  The  Man- 
hattan Gas  company  have  not  only  expended  the  six 
thousand  dollars,  which  their  contract  requires  of  them,  in 
laying  mains,  continuing  northerly  across  the  city  from 
Grand  street,  their  place  of  beginning,  but  they  have  laid 
nearly  as  much  more  in  the  upper  wards,  and  I  feel  confix 
dent  that  in  a  few  years,  their  entire  district  will  be  lighted 
with  gas. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  streets  and  parts  of« 
streets  where   the  Manhattan  and  New   York   companies 
have  laid  mains  the  past  year : 

THE  FOLLOWING   MAINS   HAVE  BEEN    LAID  BY  THE    MANHAT- 
TAN GAS  LIGHT  COMPANY,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1850. 

Twenty-first  street,  from  Eighth  to  Ninth  avenue. 
Great  Jones  street,  from  Lafayette  place  to  Bowery . 
Twentieth  street,  between  First  and  Second  avenues. 
Thirteenth  street,  between  First  and  Second  avenues. 
Mercer  street,  between  Bleecker  and  Amity  streets. 
Twenty-third  street,  west  of  Tenth  avenue,  316  feet. 
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Twenty-fifth    street,   between    Lexington    and  Fourth 
avenues. 

Fourteenth  street,  both  sides,  between  First  and  Second 
avenues. 

Twenty-third   street,    south   side,  between  Second   and 
Third  avenues. 

Fifth  avenue,  both  sides,  from  Twenty-third  to  Thirtieth 
street. 

Twenty-third  street,  south  side,  from  Fourth  to  Lexing- 
ton avenue. 

Second  avenue,  east  side,  from  Twentieth  to  Twenty- 
first  street. 

Sixth  avenue,  west  side,  from  Twenty-fourth  to  Twenty- 
sixth  street. 

Twenty-eighth  street,  east  of  Broadway,  279  feet. 
Twenty -ninth  street,  west  of  Broadway,  162  feet. 

Twenty-first  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 
Nineteenth  street,  from  Second  to  Third  avenue. 

Twenty-ninth  street,  west  of  Ninth  avenue,  180  feet. 
Twelfth  street,  from  Broadway  to  Fourth  avenue. 

Thirteenth  street,  from  Second  to  Third  avenue. 
Sullivan  street,  from  Amity  to  Bleecker  street. 
Ninth  street,  from  Broad  to  Fourth  avenue* 

Nineteenth  street,  from  First  to  Second  avenue. 
Broadway,  from  Thirtieth  to  Thirty-second  street. 

Thirty-second  street,  from  Broadway  to  Fifth  avenue. 
Twentieth  street,  from  Ninth  avenue,  east,  360  feet. 
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Twentieth  street,  from  Tenth  avenue,  west,  198  feet. 

Stanton  street,  from  Norfolk  street,  west,  135  feet. 

Twenty-sixth  street,  from  Madison  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Fifth  avenue,  east  side,  from  Nineteenth  to  Twentieth 
street. 

Avenue  A,  east  side,  from  Third  to  Fifth  street. 

Avenue  A,  west  side,  from  First  to  Seventh  street. 

Twenty-seventh  street,  west  of  Eighth  avenue,  278  feet. 

Twenty-sixth  street,  west  of  Eighth  avenue,  216  feet. 

Twenty-eighth  street,  from  Fourth  to  Lexington  avenue. 

Bank  street,  from  Fourth  avenue  to  Factory  street. 

Twenty-third  street,  south  side,  from  Second  avenue, 
east,  342  feet. 

Twenty-third  street,   north   side,   from   Third  to  First 


avenue. ' 


First  avenue,  west  side,  from  Twenty-third  street,  north, 
150  feet. 

Fourtli  avenue,  west  side,  from  Twentieth  to  Twenty- 
first  street. 

Fourth  avenue,  west  side,  from  Twenty-fourth  to  Twen- 
ty-fifth street. 
Twentieth  street,  from  Broadway  to  Fifth  avenue. 

Thirtieth  street,  from  Third  to  Fourth  avenue. 

Thirty-first  street,  west  of  Eighth  avenue,  288  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  mains  were  laid, 
during  the  last  year. 

Washington  street,  from  Charlton  to  Gansevoort. 
Congress  street,  from  King  to  Hamersley . 
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Jersey  street,  from  Crosby  to  Mulberry. 


Mott 

u 

Spring  to  Houston. 

Elizabeth 

ii 

do.            do. 

Chrystie 

ki 

Broome  to  Rivingtoo. 

Forsyth 

iC 

do.             do. 

Eldridge 

i*. 

do.             do. 

Orchard 

(; 

do.             do. 

Ludlow 

a 

do.             do. 

Essex 

a 

do.             do. 

Rlvington 

iC 

Norfolk  to  Pitt. 

Suffolk 

n 

Broome  to  Rivington. 

Clinton 

(( 

do.             do. 

Attorney 

i,i 

do.     to     Delancey. 

Ridge 

M            t 

bb 

do.     to     Rivington. 

Willett 

b; 

do.     to     Delancev. 

The  following  main  pipes  have  been  laid  by  the  New 
York  Gas  Light  Company,  during  the  year  1850  : 

In  West  street,  from  Courllandt  to  Duane 2,319  feet. 

In  Chambers  street,  from  Greenwich  to  West. . .    593 

Id  South  street,  from  Fulton  to  Beekmnn 165 

In  Madison  street,  from  Pike  to  Montgomery. .  .1,975 
In  Pike  street,  from  East  Broadway  to  Clierry..  1,000 
In  Cherry,  from  Sailors'  Home  to  Rutgers  street. .  858 
In  Old  William,  from  near  Franklin  to  Duane. .    580 

In  Fletcher,  from  Water  to  Pearl 277 

In  Peck  slip,  from  Front  to  South 200 

In  Gold,  from  Frankfort  to  near  Fulton 830 

In  Henry,  from  Rutgers  to  Grand 2,614 

In  Front,  from  Whitehall  to  Coenties  slip 732 

In  Coenties  slip,  from  Water  to  Front 211 

In  Water,  from  Whitehall  to  Broad 400 
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In  Roosevelt,  from  Water  to  Front 215  feet. 

In  Rector,  from  Greenwich  to  Trinity  place. . . .    215  ** 

In  Trinity  place,  from  Rector  to  Station  house  ••      79  " 

In  Essex,  from  Grand  to  Division 834  ^' 

In  Chrystie,  from  Grand  to  Division 1,368  " 

In  Beckman,  from  Water  to  South 441  " 

In  Washington,  from  Robinson  to  Chambers....  768  " 

In  Hudson,  to  form  connection 186  '^ 

Total 16,860  feet. 

Equal  to  3^  miles. 

Resolutions  have  been  passed  by  the  (^ommon  Council  to 
light  up  most  of  the  streets  in  the  New  York  Gas  Light 
company's  district,  but  by  their  present  contract  they  are 
only  compelled  to  light  the  streets  wherein  their  mains  are 
aid,  therefore  you  will  perceive  that  West,  South  and  many 
other  streets  or  parts  of  streets  where  there  are  few  or  no 
private  takers  of  gas,  cannot  be  lighted  unles  a  new  contract 
is  made.  The  Chief  of  Police,  in  his  last  report,  dwells  at 
length  on  the  necessity  of  lighting  the  docks  and  the  nar- 
row streets,  which  would  prevent  the  numerous  thefis  and 
loss  of  life  that  now  occurs  in  consequence  of  darkness. 
(To  meet  this  demand.)  In  the  proposed  contract  the  com- 
pany are  compelled  to  lay  mains,  and  light  up  all  the  streets 
fronting  on  the  docks  in  their  district,  at  once,  and  in  addi- 
tion thereto,  six  thousand  dollars  worth  of  mains  arc  to  be 
laid  within  the  present  year,  wherever  the  Corporation  may 
direct,  and  the  same  amount  annually,  until  the  whole  dis- 
trict is  lighted.  If  gas  mains  were  laid  in  the  streets  front- 
ing on  our  docks,  I  could  light  them  to  the  entire  satisfac- 
tion and  security  of  the  public,     fiut  this  never  can  be 
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done  with  oil  lamps.  Lamp  posts,  set  on  the  bulkheads 
and  docks,  would  not  stand  one  week  on  an  average.  We 
have  tried  the  experiment,  and  the  result  was  as  I  have 
stated.  Under  all  the  circumstances,  I  can  see  no  other 
course,  if  we  intend  to  light  the  lower  portion  of  our  city, 
but  to  enter  into  a  new  contract.  It  must  be  obvious  that 
Mayor  Woodhull  had  not  read  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee  on  Gas,  or  if  he  had,  he  did  not  fathom  its  mean- 
ing, and  the  nature  of  the  contemplated  contract.  The 
report  shows  that  the  company  have  now  th£  exclusive  moa- 
oply  of  laying  the  mains  in  the  city  below  Grand  street j  for 
more  than  two  years,  and  unless  a  new  contract  is  made 
there  will  be  no  more  mains  laid  by  the  company.  I^ 
would  be  reckless  to  continue  to  lay  down  gas  pipes,  which 
would  be  almost  a  total  loss  at  the  expiration  of  the  con- 
tract. The  company  have  over  one  million  of  dollars  now 
invested,  which  is  as  much  as  ought  to  be  expected  of  them 
to  risk  under  presei^t  circumstances.  In  fact,  unless  their 
contract  is  renewed,  instead  of  their  expending  more  money 
in  this  way,  they  ought  to  prepare  to  wind  up  their  affairs, 
and  the  city  should  at  once  make  preparations  to  provide 
for  itself;  for  with  the  whole  remaining  time  of  the  con- 
tract, and  an  outlay  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  they  would 
Dot  be  able  to  afford  the  means  now  possessed  by  the  com- 
pany to  light  the  city.  I  am  aware  that  the  Common 
Council  have  been  urged  to  embark  in  the  business  of  man- 
ufacturing gas,  and  I  am  gratified  that  it  has  met  with  no 
iavor ;  for  I  am  satisfied  that* the  streets  could  not  be  lighted 
with  gas  made  by  the  Corporation,  without  costing  one-third 
more  than  we  are  now  paying.  It  is  urged  that  gas 
should  be  supplied  for  our  citizens  as  well  as  water ;  by 
no  means.     The  water  is  provided  by  our  Maker,  and  had 
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only  to  be  turned  down  hill  into  our  city  ;  while  gas  ean 
only  be  supplied  by  chemical  operations  and  torturing 
different  materials,  requiring  an  immense  amount  of  capital, 
agency  and  labor  to  conduct  the  same.  And  gas,  after  it 
is  manufactured,  is  very  difficult  to  control  and  liable  to 
great  waste,  in  various  ways,  equal  to  20  per  cent.,  unlen 
the  strictest  supervision  is  constantly  kept  over  it.  Besides, 
the  manufacturing  of  gas  would  be  by  no  means  as  profit- 
able as  many  other  projects  that  have  been  urged  upon  the 
Common  Council,  in  particular  the  insuring  of  property. 
This  has  much  to  commend  it  to  you  favorable  considera- 
tion, as  the  city  now  furnish  all  the  water  and  apparatus 
for  putting  out  fires,  together  with  the  enormous  sums  re- 
quired  for  engine  houses  and  appropriations  for  the  Fire 
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Department,  and  to  manage  the  business  of  insurance, 
would  be  much  more  simple  and  easily  conducted  than 
making  of  gas,  and  would  yield  an  immense  revenue.  But 
no  matter  how  great  the  prospect  of  gain  to  be  derived  from 
this  or  any  other  scheme,  I  trust  the  Common  Council  will 
create  no  more  departments  ;  there  is  quite  power  enough 
in  those  already  in  existence,  and  to  enter  into  gas  manu- 
facturing would  add  largely  to  our  army  of  laborers  and 
office  holders.  The  Corporation  should  embark  in  no 
business  that  can  be  conducted  by  individuals  or  associate 
enterprise  ;  in  most  of  these  projects,  it  would  cost  the  city 
from  one-quarter  to  one -half  more  to  carry  them  out,  as 
they  are  now  performed,  and  the  services  rendered  would 
be  less  satisfactory  to  the  tax  payers.  One  objection  of 
the  Mayor's  to  the  contract,  was  on  the  ground  of  extra 
expense,  estimating  it  at  twelve  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  Before  the  present  contract  expires,  he  says,  *'  I 
cannot  in  the  proposed  contract  discover  any  substantial 
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eqnnralent.'^  I  do  not  see  how  he  could  be  ignorant  of 
the  great  advantages  guaranteed  by  the  contemplated  con- 
tract to  the  city.  In  the  first  place,  he  knows  that  the 
price  of  oil  is  constantly  advancing,  and  although  the  oil 
lamps  were  lighted  last  year  for  twelve  dollars  per  lamp, 
the  last  contract  for  oil  was  one  hundred  and  nineteen  cents, 
and  at  that  price,  the  oil  lamps  cannot  be  lighted  less  than, 
fifteen  dollars  per  lamp ;  and  the  Mayor  must  have  known 
that  in  substituting  gas  posts  for  the  oil,  one-fourth  less  lamps 
are  required  by  the  ordinance.  This  fact  should  have  taught 
hioi,  that  instead  of  a  loss  to  the  city  of  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  remainder  of  the  contract,  it  will 
be  a  gain  of  more  than  that  sum  to  the  city,  and  afford  double 
the  light  now  obtained  from  oil  lamps  ;  in  fact,  if  our  streets 
were  properly  lighted  with  gas,  there  would  be  more  safety 
for  persons  and  property  than  there  is  at  present,  even  if 
one-third  of  the  police  were  dispensed  with,  which  would 
be  a  saving  to  the  city  of  over  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  annually.  In  addition  to  the  above  con- 
sideration, the  contract  requires  them  to  use  new  burners, 
to  consume  not  less  than  three  feet  of  gas  per  hour  for 
each  lamp,  and  the  company  will  not  realize  more  than 
ten  dollars  per  lamp,  after  paying  for  lighting,  &c.,  which 
IS  one-third  less  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  gas ;  the  re- 
maining one-third  is  allowed  to  the  city  for  the  privilege 
of  taking  up  pavements  and  use  of  the  streets  in  laying 
thdr  mains.  But  one  of  the  best  features  of  the  proposed 
contract  is,  that  it  destroys  the  present  monopoly  held  by 
the  company,  in  laying  mains  to  light  the  city,  and  affords 
the  city  and  individuals  an  opportunity  to  provide  their 
light  in  any  way  they  think  most  advantageous,  even  -the 
city  is  obliged  to  pay  for  no  more  lamps  than  they  require 
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to  be  lighted  ;  and  if  the  contract  should  be  made,  and  a 
better  and  cheaper  light  offers,  I  should  consider  it  my  duty 
not  to  require  the  company  to  light  a  public  lamp,  and  the 
companies  would  cheerfully  acquiesce.  In  fact,  the  New 
York  Gas  company,  if  the  contract  is  made,  would  be 
willing  to  give  the  Corporation  several  thousand  dollars 
annually,  to  be  released  from  that  portion  requiring  them 
to  light  the  public  lamps.  Thus,  you  will  perceive,  that  it 
is  entirely  optional  with  the  city,  to  use  their  gas  or  not ; 
by  contracting  as  proposed,  you  are  throwing  open  the  ^ 
doors  for  any  company  who  can  afford  better  and  cheaper 
light.  But  the  Mayor  tells  you  that  ^^  It  does  not  seem  to 
be  expedient  that  any  Common  Council  should  assume  to 
legislate  for  succeeding  Common  Councils  for  so  long  a 
period  in  advance."  Trn3y  a  novel  idea,  when  it  only 
contemplates  to  make  a  contract  to  continue  as  long  as  the 
Manhattan  Gas  company,  which,  when  entered  into  on 
precisely  the  same  terms,  was  not  opposed  in  the  least. 
Would  any  sane  individual  or  association  contract  for  one 
or  two  years,  where  there  was  to  be  an  outlay  of  millions? 
This  is  a  monstrous  doctnne,  and  would,  if  carried  out, 
cripple  all  improvements  requiring  a  length  of  time  to  com- 
plete them.  If  the  Mayor  holds  to  this  belief,  why  did  he 
sign  the  Union  ferry  resolutions,  a  few  days  since,  contract- 
ing for  ten  years,  at  a  loss  of  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  the  city,  ns  compared  with  other 
offers  from  responsible  parties  ?  This  ferry  busines  requires 
but  little  time  to  prepare  for  operations,  and  can  be  discon- 
tinued without  loss,  as  the  boats  could  be  used  on  other  fer- 
ries. Another  objection  is,  that  the  present  Common  Coun- 
cil cannot  bind  their  successors.  If  so,  why  does  the  Mayor 
object  to  the  length  of  time  named  in  the  contract?    The 


193  (Doc.  No.  6 . 

city  derives  immediate  benefit,  and  the  loss,  if  any,  must 
fall  on  the  company.  The  last  and  least  excuse  for  the 
veto  was,  ^'  that  there  is  no  penalty  if  the  conipany  does 
not  faithfully  perform  the  contract."  With  all  due  defer- 
ence to  this  opinion,  I  think  any  failure  to  perform  to  the 
letter  of  their  agreement  would  vitiate  the  contract ;  and 
we  have  but  little  to  fear  from  this  source.  After  all,  I  can 
see  no  weight  in  this  objection,  or  just  ground  for  a  veto. 
The  press  are  crying  out,  that  if  this  ^'  infamous  contract " 
is  passed  the  tax  payers  will  be  robbed.  I  should  like  to 
be  informed  who  and  what  portion  of  our  citizens  and  tax 
payers  are  to  be  robbed  ?  If  this  contract  is  entered  into,  I 
have  shown  that  at  least  five  hundred  thousand  persons 
will  be  required  to  pay  less  taxes  and  obtain  more  than 
doable  the  amount  of  light ;  and  the  question  is,  shall  they 
be  subjected  to  heavier  taxes  for  almost  worthless  oil  lamps 
than  they  would  be  required  to  pay  for  gas,  and  have  tbe 
city  properly  lighted?  I  trust  they  will  not  be  kept  in 
darkness  to  gratify  only  about  four  thousand  gas  takers. 
If  tbe  Corporation  should  commence  the  business  of  legisla- 
ting for  private  interests  they  would  find  enough  to  do ; 
there  is  no  doubt  but  there  is  extortion  in  our  city  in  most 
of  the  necessaries  of  life.  I  cannot  perceive  that  the  loaf 
of  bread  is  a  penny-weight  heavier  than  when  flour  was 
ten  dollars  per  barrel.  But  the  genius  of  our  government, 
and  its  institutions  is,  and  should  be,  to  leave  as  much  as 
possible  to  the  people,  especially  so  far  as  private  interests 
in  purchasing  and  contracting  are  concerned,  and  I  rejoice 
that  your  Honorable  Body  have  taken  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  I  should  not  have  dwelt  so  long  on  the  method  of 
lighting  the  public  lamps,  as  the  old  Board  understood  the 
subject,  and  passed  the  contract  by  almost  an  unanimous 
vote  ;  but  have  extended  my  report  in  order  that  tbe  new 
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membeni  may  be  fully  informed  before  they  are  called  upon 
to  act  upon  this  subject.  From  the  first  day  that  I  entered 
on  the  duties  of  my  office,  I  have  advocated  lighting  the 
public  lamps  with  gas,  as  it  is  the  only  practicable  means 
at  present  afforded  my  department  to  light  the  city  in  a 
creditable  manner.  And  I  conceive  it  my  duty  as  a  public 
officer,  to  light  the  streets  in  the  best  way,  and  at  the  least 
possible  expense  ;  and  I  have  no  fears  that  any  responsible 
editor  or  citizen,  who  will  examine  carefully  and  impartially 
my  reports  on  this  subject,  will  differ  from  me  essentially, 
or  impugn  my  motives.  I  have,  in  common  with  many 
of  my  fellow  citizens,  a  large  interest  in  the  property  and 
welfare  of  our  city,  and  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  sustain 
its  honor,  and  secure  the  safety  of  life  and  property,  by 
lighting  the  streets  in  the  most  perfect  manner.'  As  respects 
the  crimination  and  recrimination  of  the  private  gas  takers 
and  those  who  furnish  them,  I  have  nothing  to  say  further 
than  that  the  gas  companies  have  performed  their  contracts 
to  the  letter  with  my  department,  since  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  be  at  its  head.  But  I  have  no  partiality  for  any 
of  these  soulless  corporations,  and  would  not  recommend 
the  city  to  use  them  further  than  their  convenience  and  in- 
terest required.  I  have,  and  shall  continue  to  watch  them 
with  a  careful  eye,  and  should  be  most  happy  to  have  any 
tax-payer  in  our  city  look  at  the  statement  of  the  accounu 
between  them  and  the  city,  and  then,  if  one  individual 
thinks  that  the  gas  company  has  or  can  overreach  me  in 
the  fulfillment  of  their  contract  in  lighting  the  city,  I  will 
resign  my  place  most  cheerfully  into  abler  hands. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS, 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDEEMEN. 


JANUARY  10,  1851. 


The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  transmiiling  a  letter  from  Capt.  Hovey,  of  the 
packet  ship  Devonshire,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  reso^ 
ludons  and  gold  hox  presented  by  the  Common  Council, 
for  his  humanity  and  gallantry  in  saving  from  imminent 
peril  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the  ^'  Helena  Sloman,'' 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office,  ) 

New  York,  January  10,  1851.  J 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  : 

Gertlcmen  : — I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter 
from  my  predecessor,  addressed  to  Capt.  Hovey,  of  the 
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packet  ship  Devonshire,  nccompnnying  the  resohitiont 
passed  by  your  Honorable  Body,  and  the  gold  snuff  box 
presented  by  the  Corporntion,  for  his  humnniiy  and  gal- 
lantry in  saving  from  impending  destruction  the  passengers 
and  crew  of  the  ^^  Helena  Sloman." 

I  enclose  also  the  mnnly  and  eloquent  reply  of  Captain 
Hovcy,  whose  sentiments  reflect  ns  much  honor  to  his 
heart,  as  his  courage,  coolness  and  humanity  have  added 
new  lustre  to  his  character  as  a  man. 

A.  C.  KINGSLAND,  Mayor. 


Mayor's  Office,         } 
New  York,  January  4,  1851.  J 

Capt.  Henry  R.  Hovey, 

Master  of  the  ship  Devonshire  : 

Sir  : — In  behalf  of  the  city  of  New  York,  I  have  tho 
honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  accompanying  resolu- 
tions, adopted  by  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  this 
city. 

I  have  also  the  honor,  in  their  behalf,  of  presenting  to 
you  a  gold  box,  as  a  further  mark  of  the  appreciation  by 
the  Corporation  of  (he  city  of  New  York  of  your  humane 
and  heroic  conduct  in  rescuing,  at  the  imminent  peril  of 
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▼oar  own   life    and   the  lives  of  your  Doble  crew,  the 
panengers  aod  crew  of  the  Helena  Sloman. 

I  cordially  unite  with  the  Common  Council  in  the  high 
appreciation  entertained  by  them,  and  I  believe  by  our 
fellow  citizens  generally,  of  your  humane  efforts,  and  those 
of  your  officers  and  crew,  throughout  tliis  perilous  scene. 

I  am,  with  high  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  WOODHULL, 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Kew  York. 


New  York,  January  6th,  1851. 

To  THE  Hon.  Caleb  S.  Woodhull, 

Mayor  of  the  city  ofJVew  York  : 

Dear  Sir  : — This  morning  I  had  the  honor  to  receive 
from  the  Corporution  of  New  York,  a  vote  of  thanks, 
beautifully  engrossed  and  placed  in  a  frame,  and  a  gold 
box,  accompanied  by  a  very  polite  note  from  yourself. 
For  these,  allow  me  to  express  to  you  and  the  honorable 
Corporation  my  most  sincere  thanks. 

In  my  efforts  to  save  the  passengers  and  crew  of  the 
"Helena  Sloman,"  I  only  performed  my  duty,  and  was 
amply  repaid  in  being  the  instrument  of  Providence  in 
saving  the  lives  of  so  many  unfortunate  fellow  beings. 


Doc.  No.  7.)  198 

I  hope  the  generous  notice  taken  of  tiiis  act  by  the  Cor* 
porntion  of  this  large  nnd  pros[>erons  city,  may  prove  to 
others  ihat  the  sailor's  toil  nnd  danger  does  not  always  pass 
unnoticed,  nnd  stimulate  them  to  render  every  assisiance  in 
their  power  (o  (heir  fellow  creatures  in  distress  ;  a  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  all  men,  nnd  one  which  he  who  goes  out 
upon  the  trackless  waters  should  least  forget. 

Again  thanking  tlie  Corporation,  through  you,  for  their 
valuable  expressions  of  regard,  which  will  ever  be  treasured 
by  me  and  mine,  I  remain,  with  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  R.  HOVEY. 
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BOARD    OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  10,  1861. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Streets 
and  Lamps,  in  relation  to  cleaning  streets,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE.  Clerk. 


Department  of  Streets  and  Lamps, 

January  4th,  1851. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council  : 

Gentlemen  : — I  herewith  transmit  to  you  my  annual 
report  on  cleaning  streets.  In  the  first  place,  I  submit  the 
statistical  information  as  furnished  me  by  the  present  able 
and  efficient  Superintendent  of  Streets.  The  amount  of 
appropriations  for  cleaning  the  streets,  for  the  year  ending 
December  31,  1850,  was  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
dollars. 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been  expended  the  , 

sum  of • $158,637  68 

Moneys  received  for  manure  and 

-dirt ;.....$33,36!?64 

From  public  yard 1 ,292  94     34,655  58 

Making  the  net  cost  of  cleaning  the  city..  ..$123,982  10 
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The  followmg  lable  shows  the  number  of  days'  work 
done  on  the  streets  of  the  different  wards  ;  the  number  of 
loads  of  manure  ;  the  number  of  loads  of  dirt ;  the  amount 
paid  for  sweeping,  and  the  amount  paid  for  carting.  And 
also,  the  cost  per  load  in  the  different  wards  for  collecting 
the  manure  and  dirt  in  heapsy  ready  for  the  cartmen. 


! 
i 

m 

H' 

. 

NiiBib«r  of 

Niuabor  of 

Nnmbor  of 

Amoimt  psid  to 

m 

Q 

4iqri  worked. 

bttilOfifaBW* 

l«Mi«  of  Dirt. 

Siroopon. 

QHtBMII, 

M 

III 

1 

3.584i 

13.769 

9.869 

$3,584  50 

$2,552  70 

15i 

2 

2.888i 

8.946 

4.026 

2,888  25 

2,071  19 

22} 

3 

2. 723 J 

13.037 

5.438 

2,723  50 

2,779  36 

HI 

4 

2.786i 

9.715 

7.106 

2,786  25 

2,020  38'  16' 

6 

2.4581 
3.054| 

11.026 

2.678 

2,458  50 

1,684  37 

18 

6 

7.650 

5.972 

3,054  25 

2,212  90 

22; 

7 

2.637 

10.862 

3.273 

2,637  25 

1,754  00 

18} 

8 

2.767i 

10.647 

2.418 

2,767  25 

1,949  98 

21i 

9 

2.532} 

17.576 

3.507 

2,532  25 

2,955  62 

12 

10 

1.8l5i 

7.312 

429 

1,815  25 

1,253  94   23  > 

11 

3.121 

12.200 

5.268 

3,121  00 

2,147  05    17J 

13 

1.999 

11.999 

358 

1,999  00 

1,491  21    16f 

14 

2.872i 

9.452 

2.350 

2,872  50 

2,381  80 

24| 

15 

2.089} 

5.995 

6.471 

2,089  25 

2,305  72 

19} 

16 

2.671} 

6.662 

17.613 

2,671  25 

3,163  11 

11 

17 

3.206 

6.023 

15.631 

3,206  00 

3,430  79 

14 

18 

2.4461 

332 

17.544 

2,446  75 

2,477  74 

13' 

54.653 

163.203 

108^851 

54,653  00 

$38,631  86 

54,653  00 

$85,284  86 
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There  has  beeo  carted  from  the  city  in  ashes  and  garbage 
187,492  loads,  as  follows : 

First  Ward,     ...  13,052  loads. 

Second  «...  9,910  « 

Third  «          ...  9,722  « 

Fourth  ««      .        .        .  10,109  " 

Fifth  «          ...  12,025  « 

Sixth  «...  11,200  « 

Seventh  «...  15,370  « 

Eighth       .  «       .        .        .  15,669  « 

Ninth  «          ...  13,984  « 

Tenth  «...  9,788  « 

Eleventh  «<          .        .        .  13,237  « 

Thirteenth  «...  10,782  « 

Fourteenth  «...  10,877  « 

Fifteenth  «...  7,469  « 

Sixteenth  «...  7,716  « 

Seventeenth  «...  11,877  « 

Eighteenth  «...  4,705  « 

187,492    " 
Making  187,492  loads  at  a  cost  of  |52,202  35.* 

Whole  number  of  loads  carted  from  the  streets  of  the 
city  in  manure,  dirt  and  ashes  is  : 

Manure, 163,203 

Dirt, 108,851 

Ashes  and  garbage, 187,492 

Making  a  total  of 459,546  loads. 

*  TbiM  isrteooirtiln  dnblo  loadi— •qml  to  two  mmmaa  lotdf. 
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To  avoid,  as  much  as  possible,  any  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, during  the  winter  and  early  part  of  the  spring  I 
carted  many  thousand  loads  of  manure,  in  an  almost  fluid 
state,  from  the  streets  ;  so  much  so,  that  it  could  not  be 
heaped  at  the  dumping  grounds  ;  consequently,  it  was  sent 
to  the  public  parks  and  to  Blnckwell's  Island,  without 
charge  ;  and  in  many  instances  I  have  had  to  let  it  go  for 
rubbish,  and  pay  boats  to  take  it  away  • 

The  First,  Second,  and  Third  Wards,  require  more  labor 
in  proportion  to  their  size,  and  the  amount  of  dirt  collected, 
than  the  other  wards,  on  account  of  the  carts,  &c.,  filling 
the  streets,  and  preventing  the  men  from  working  to  ad- 
vantage. 

The  disproportion  of  days'  work  to  loads  drawn,  in  seve- 
ral of  the  wards,  is  in  part  owing  to  their  locality  and  grade, 
character  and  density  of  its  inhabitants,  The  more  ashes 
and  garbage  that  is  thrown  on  the  street  the  less  manure  is 
obtained,  and  at  more  expense.  Much,  however,  depends 
on  the  efficiency  of  the  inspectors,  and  their  selection  of 
sober  and  able-bodied  men  to  do  the  work ;  together  with 
the  care  taken  by  the  police  in  preventing  ashes  and  garb- 
age from  being  thrown  on  the  street.  I  am  sorry  to  have 
to  report  the  almost  entire  failure  of  the  proper  department 
to  enforce  the  law  ^^  to  prevent  ashes  and  garbage"  being 
thrown  on  the  streets.  An  arrest  seldom  takes  place  for 
the  violation  of  this  (to  the  city)  important  law^  and  when 
an  arrest  is  made,  the  policemen  say,  that  the  magistrates* 
in  many  cases,  do  not  enforce  the  penalty  ;  and  the  const- 
quenee  is,  that  the  ashes  on  many  of  our  streets  show  that 
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the  law  is  not  regarded.  It  is  clear  that,  unless  this  law  be 
rigidly  enforced,  it  will  be  impossible  to  keep  the  streets  in 
a  condition  of  cleanliness  that  will  be  conducive  to  the 
health  and  comfort  of  our  citizens,  and  creditable  to  those 
who  have  this  matter  in  charge. 


The  complaints  that  have  come  to  me  from  the  public 
prints  or  individuals,  have,  for  the  most  part  (when  there 
was  cause  of  complaint)  been  from  this  cause.  I  have 
known  streets  to  be  swept  through,  and  by  the  time  the 
men  had  finished  their  work  on  it,  the  part  where  they 
commenced  would  look  as  though  it  had  not  been  swept 
for  a  month — and  no  doubt  some  city  item  would  honestly 
state  such  to  be  the  fact. 


So  far  from  its  being  true  that  the  larger  thoroughfares 
are  scrupulously  cleaned,  while  the  smaller  and  less  fre- 
quented streets  are  neglected,  that  exactly  the  reverse  is  the 
fact,  unless  the  main  thoroughfare  gets  dirty  oftener  than 
the  less  frequented  street,  which  is  sometimes  the  case.  I 
have  endeavored,  and  shall  still  try  to  clean  where  there 
is  most  dirt,  without  regard  to  location. 


Much  of  the  matter  thrown  on  the  streets  is  in  a  state  of 
fermentation  and  decomposition  before  it  is  broug^ht  out, 
and  a  few  hour's  sun,  in  the  hot  season,  completes  the  work. 
Add  to  this  the  great  mistake  that  has  been  made  in  the 
grade  of  our  city,  especially  in  those  parts  where  the  popu- 
lation ia  the  densest,  giving  but  little  or  no  descent  to  the 
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street  to  take  off  the  water,  it  has  to  stand  and  fester,  nntil 
the  broom  is  brought  and  it  is  swept  in  the  cart. 


There  is  a  law  of  the  Common  Council  to  compel  oon^ 
tractors  of  pavements  and  sewers,  to  clean  up  the  sand  and 
dirt  after  the  work  is  done,  to  my  satisfaction,  and  for  which 
they  are  to  have  my  certificate  before  they  can  be  paid.  I 
have  not  been  called  on  for  the  first  certificate  during  the 
year,  and  whether  the  contractors  have  been  paid  or  not  ig 
more  than  I  can  say.  I  have  cleaned  off  dirt  and  sand, 
amounting  to  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  and  have  sued 
some  of  the  bills,  but  have  found  it  a  losing  concern,  and 
shall  be  compelled  to  let  the  city  pocket  the  expense,  un- 
less the  proper  department  enforce  the  law  so  far  as  not  to 
pay  unless  they  have  my  certificate.  It  has  been  urged  by 
some  that  there  is  a  law  that  forbids  the  withholding  of  the 
payment  after  the  pavement  or  sewer  is  completed. 
Whether  this  is  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  to  my  mind 
it  is  clear,  that  if  the  above  clause  was  inserted  in  all  con- 
tracts made  for  sewers  and  pavements,  it  would  be  a  part 
of  the  agreement,  and  the  parties  would  be  bound  by  it. 


The  free  hydrants  are,  to  some  extent,  a  source  of  ex- 
pense, the  small  fountains  in  porter  and  other  houses,  are 
more,  and  mannfactories  and  distilleries  are  much  g^reater. 
The  water  from  these  sources  freeze  in  winter,  and  become 
dangerous  to  man  and  beast,  and  is  a  cause  of  moch  labor 
and  expense  m  cutting  it  away.  Much  of  this  might  be 
obviated,  if  tbo  laws  were  enforced  by  the  proper  an. 
thoriiies. 
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ADOiher  prolific  source  of  expeme  throughout  the.city, 
but  especially  in  the  outside  wards,  is  caused  by  cellar  dig- 
gers and  builders.  The  carts  used  have  been  generally  in- 
sufficient in  size  and  tightness,  the  result  of  which  is,  the 
.dirt  and  sand  is  scattered  from  the  cellar  to  the  place  of 
deposit.  Owing  to  this,  many  streqts  cannot  be  kept  clean 
under  any  circumstance.  Then  again,  they  dump  the 
.sand  and  dirt  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  lotito  be  built  on, 
and  generally  much  more  than  one  front  is  used  for  that 
purpose.  The  dirt  is  allowed  to  get  across  the  street  and 
ia  the  opposite  gutter;  in  dry  weather  it  is  ground  into 
dust  by  the  carriages,  and  in  wet  weather,  the  mud  is  drag- 
ged for  many  rods.  A  large  portion  of  the  cleaning  in  the 
upper  wards,  is  caused  by  the  above  • 


Many  of  the  complaints  of  dirty  streets,  have  been  in 
consequence  of  the  length  of  time  taken  to  complete  the 
sewers.  First,  the  pavement  is  taken  up  and  laid  on  the 
lateral  streets,  near  the  line  of  the  sewer.  Then  the 
trench  has  to  be  dug«  necessarily  causing  much  inconveni- 
ence-to the  neighborhood  and  the  public.  After  the  sewer 
is  built,  the  trench  has  to  be  filled  up  and  rammed  down, 
then  repaved  ;  after  this  is  done,  the  owner  or  occupants  of 
buildings  begin  to  connect  with  the  sewer.  This  breaks 
up  the  pavements,  and  makes  more  dirt.  Then  they  re- 
pave,  and  when  this  is  done,  instead  of  being  able  to  clear 
up,  the  work  has  just  commenced.  For  the  stages  and 
other  carriages  roll  out  the  new  pavement,  and  up  comes 
the  dirt.  Then  the  Superintendent  of  Pavements  has  to 
lake  possession,  and  more  dirt  and  sand  is  brought,  on,  thus 
taking  the  best  part  of  the  year  before  the  street  is  in  as 
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good  condition  at  it  was  at  the  time  the  sewer  was  com- 
menced • 


The  incumbrances  on  the  public  streets,  slips,  piers  and 
bulkheads  is  enormous.  If  a  reasonable  rent  was  paid  for 
the  public  property  used  by  private  persons,  I  think  it 
would  amount  to  a  half  a  million  of  dollars.  This  has  be- 
come a  matter  of  great  importance.  I  know  not  whether 
it  would  be  sound  policy,  in  a  commercial  and  business  city 
like  ours,  lo  enforce  the  law  to  the  letter ;  and  if  it  is,  how 
can  it  be  done  1  A  lot  of  one  hundred  acres  would  not  hold 
the  incumbrances,  if  piled  to  the  height  of  twenty  feet,  and 
this  would  be  a  large  Corporation  yard.  Yet,  I  think  the 
estimates  within  the  real  amount.  I  have  endeavored, 
when  complaints  have  been  made,  or  when  the  incumbrance 
has  really  been  a  nuisance,  to  remove  them. 

I  concur  in  the  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  report, 
and  in  addition,  would  call  the  attention  of  your  Honorable 
Body  to  some  of  its  most  important  features.  It  shows, 
that  in  the  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth  and  Eighteenth  Wards, 
there  has  been  drawn  but  thirteen  thousand  and  seventeen 
loads  of  manure  last  year ;  and  in  the  same  period,  fifty 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  eight  loads  of  dirt  have 
been  carted  from  these  wards.  If  the  carts  that  draw  cellar 
dirt,  &c.,  were  tight,  and  a  tail  board  as  high  as  the  rest  of 
the  box,  and  if  they  would  not  overload  their  carts,  it  wonid 
relieve  this  department  of  more  than  one-half  of  the  expense 
of  drawing  dirt.  I  would  recommend  that  the  ordinance 
relative  lo  dirt  carts,  be  so  amended,  as  to  relieve  us  of  the 
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expense  and  nuisance  now  created  by  dirt  being  scattered 
over  the  streets. 


The  complaints  against  builders  encumbering  the  city, 
not  only  in  front  of  their  own  premises,  but  allowing  their 
dirt,  rubbish,  &c.,  to  cover  the  streets  around  their  build* 
ings  while  they  are  in  process  of  erection,  and  not  cleaning 
it  off  after  the  buildings  are  finished,  is  a  great  evil,  and 
causes  much  expense.  Many  of  these  builders  have  been 
reported  to  the  proper  department,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  arrested  ;  but  tardiness  of  the  law,  or  lenity  of  ^the 
oflScers  of  justice  is  such,  that  but  little  has  been  done  to 
abate  the  matter  complained  of.  If  the  ordinances  cannot 
be  enforced,  let  them  be  repealed  ;  it  is  mortifying  to  those 
officers  who  enter  complaints,  to  be  sneered  at  and  derided 
by  those  who  have  been  complained  of  for  breaking  the 
laws. 

The  recommendnfions  of  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  in  his 
message,  respecting  the  obstructions  in  the  streets,  when 
paving  and  sewering  the  same,  requires  particular  attention  ; 
and  by  revising  some  of  the  ordinances  and  enforcing  all, 
it  would  not  only  add  materially  to  the  comfort  of  our 
citizens  and  to  the  credit  of  the  city,  but  greatly  lessen  the 
expenses.  The  enforcing  strictly  of  the  ordinance  which 
makes^it  a  misdemeanor  to  throw  ashes,  rubbish  and  garbage 
into  the  streets,  would  tend,  more  than  anything  else,  to 
promote  the  cleanliness  and  health  of  our  city.  If  it  was 
considered  a  cause  sufficient  to  suspend  a  policeman  who 
allows  any  of  these  substanc<  s  to  be  habitually  thrown  in 
the  streets  on  bis  beat,  tlie  streets  ^ould  soon  be  dean,  and 
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%U  good  oUisens  would  cheerfully  aid  us  in  briogiDf  about 
10  desirable  a  result.  It  must  be  gratifying  to  our  citiaens 
to  have  the  streets  cleaned  better  and  cheaper  than  in 
former  years.  It  has  cost  about  six  thousand  dollars  less 
in  1850  than  in  1836 ;  at  that  time,  there  was  only  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  miles  of  paved  streets  to  clean,  now 
there  are  over  one  hundred  and  seventy  ;  then,  there  was 
not  half  the  present  number  of  inhabitants  ;  consequently, 
not  more  than  half  the  dirt,  ashes  and  garbage  as  at  this 
time,  and  the  manure  was  good.  We  have  now  only  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  three 
loads  of  indifferent  manure,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-three  loads  of  dirt, 
ashes  and  garbage  • 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS. 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps. 


DOCVnEIVT   IVo.    9. 


BOARD  Of  ALDERME]^, 


JANUARY  9,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Srreels  nnd 
Lamps,  in  rejaiiun  lo  the  !-h*  lie  nnrkcis,  was  received, 
luid  on  the  (able  and  orde  .  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honorable  Common  Council 

of  tlie  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

Gentlemen  : — By  section  293  of  the  ordinances  regu- 
lating ihe  departments  of  the  City  Government,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  recommend,  from  time  to  time,  such  changes 
and  improvements  in  the  public  markets  as  the  interests  of 
our  citizens  require.  In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that 
Es8(*x  ni.'trket  was  in  good  repair,  but  doing  little  busi- 
Essex  market  there  was  no  pros{)ect  of  much  increase,  nnd 
recommended  the  sale  of  a  portion  of  the  ground.     I  am 
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still  of  the  opinion  that  the  entire  front  on  Grand  ttreet, 
between  Elssex  and  Ludlow  streets,  to  the  depth  of  one 
hundred  feet,  onglit  to  be  disposed  of.  There  is  ample 
room  00  the  remaining  lots  for  market,  police  court  and 
Superintendent  of  Sireets.  The  value  of  the  lots  that 
might  be  sold  is  about  $50,000,  and  if  this  ground  was  im* 
proved  it  would  add  (o  the  value  of  the  adjacent  property. 
There  would  be  an  amount  of  laxes  payctble  annually  to 
the  city,  on  the  same,  equal  to  ihe  present  rent  of  the 
market.  The  net  receipts  for  1849,  was  $1,545  64;  for 
1850,  there  has  been  paid  for  butchers'  stalls,  $910  76,  for 
market  fees,  $1,044  12,  showing  an  increase  over  the  last 
year  of  $109  24.  Union  market  has  yielded,  for  1850, 
from  butchers'  stalls,  $191;  do.  market  fees,  $318  84; 
total  receipts,  $C09  84,  being  a  trifle  less  than  the  last  year. 
Thus  you  will  perceive  that  there  is  but  little  change  in  ibis 
market,  and  it  is  of  small  value  for  market  purposes.  The 
building  accommodates  the  Eleventh  District  Police,  and  I 
can  see  nothing  to  recommend  lo  your  notice  in  regard  to 
this,  unless  your  Honorable  Body  should  think  best  to  let 
those  doing  business  there  pay  for  liieir  stands  quarterly, 
and  take  charge  of  the  market,  and  dispense  with  the  ser- 
vices of  the  clerk,  as  there  is  now  scarce  enough  collected 
to  pay  him,  and  for  cleaning  the  market. 

ToMPKixs  Market  has  yielded  a  rent  from  butchers' 
stalls,  of  $449  28  ;  for  market  fees,  $921,  being  an  increase 
of  $209  99,  over  the  last  year.  This  market  does  but  a 
small  business.  Your  Honorable  Body,  agreeable  to  roy 
recommendation  in  last  year's  report,  have  granted  the 
Harlem  Railroad  Company  the  privilege  of  laying  down  a 
tract  in  Sixth  street,  to  the  rear  of  this  market;  but  it  was 
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aotgiveo  them  in  time  to  Iny  their  rails  (his  fall.  They 
have  assured  me  that  it  shall  be  done  early  in  the  spring. 
And  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  this  market  will  be 
made  to  pay  interest,  when  this  is  done,  nnd  aflbrd  accom- 
modntioD  to  a  large  portion  of  the  citizens  of  the  adjacent 
wards. 

CcvTRE  Market  has  improved  in  the  refits;  there  has 
been  paid  for  butchers'  stalls,  $1,673  68;  market  fees, 
$2,895  09 :  total  receipts,  $4,570  77,  being  an  increase  of 
$603  47,  over  the  last  year.  I  can  see  no  particular 
change  to  recommend  in  the  management  of  this  market. 

Clinton  Market  is  in  good  repair,  and  has  been  much 
improved  by  building  theshedsonSpringsireet,  and  has  also 
advanced  largely  in  receipts  since  my  last  annual  report, 
and  is  doing  a  healthy  business.  Receipts  from  butchers' 
tCalb,  $1,602  36  ;  market  fees,  $3,399  52  ;  total,  $5,001  8S, 
being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  $1,904  72.  The 
country  market  has  been  leased  to  the  Hudson  River  RaiU 
road  Company,  for  $1,500  per  annum,  which  sum  added 
to  the  increased  receipts  almost  pays  interest  on  the  value 
of  the  property  and  expense  of  sustaining  the  market. 
Th?re  should  be  ferry  boats  run  from  Jersey  city  to  this 
market.  It  would  bring  from  tl  ;  railroads  that  terminate 
there,  large  quantities  of  vegetables  and  market  produce, 
which  would  increase  extensively  the  receipts  of  the  mar- 
ket. This  ferry  would  also  be  a  great  convenience  to  peo- 
ple living  up-town,  who  desire  to  travel  south  and  west  on 
these  railroads. 

FuLTOir  Market  has  undergone  considerable  repairs,  and 
tLe  business  facilities  are  much  improved,  but  the  receipts 
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were  lessened  materinlly,  while  the  improvrmeiifs  wen 
going  on,  notwiihatnnding  ttiis  the  rrceipis  from  bntchert' 
stalls  are  $3,358  42  ;  iiKirket  fees,  $8,599  41,  cellar  and 
house  rent,  $8,283  16  ;  totHJ  rec4>ipts,  $20,240  99,  increase 
over  last  year,  $4,529  74.  I  atirihiite  iiuich  of  this  increan 
to  the  change  that  has  been  made  by  the  present  efficient 
clerk  of  the  market.  When  I  came  into  office  there  wnsa 
Clerk  and  deputy  clerk  in  this  market,  with  salaries  and 
houses,  amoimiing  to  $1,250  per  annum.  On  my  recom- 
mendation the  Common  Cohncil  passed  a  resolution  to  ap- 
point hut  one  clerk  in  this  market,  with  n  salary  of  $800| 
and  no  perquisites,  and  the  receipts  satisfy  me  that  it  is  not 
only  a  saving  in  salaries,  but  there  has  been  more  efficiency 
and  system  in  the  management  of  the  market  ihun  here- 
tofore. 

Jej^frbsox  Market. — The  receipts  from  butchers'  sinlla 
are  $611  76 ;  uuirkei  fees  $d8o  ;  total  receipts,  $1696  76, 
being  an  increase  over  the  last  year  of  $160  23.  But  the 
business  must  continue  to  be  light  at  this  market,  »s  it  hu 
no  facilities  to  procure  marketing  from  niilroadsor  boats,  on 
account  of  its  inhmii  location.  There  is  no  prospect  of  re- 
quiring the  vacnnt  giounl  foi  market  pin  prises.  I  recom- 
mended the  disposal  of  i  .  oumi  in  my  last  report,  and 
still  hope  that  it  will  be  duuj. 

GouvERNEUR  M^^RXET  amouufs  to  nothing  in  pointof  re- 
ceipts, which  are,  fiom  all  sources,  $161  51.  Expenses  of 
Clerk  and  sweeping,  ^425,  being  a  loss  of  $263  49  to  the 
city,  annually,  without  including  the  rent  of  ground  or 
Jbmldiug.     I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  rid  the  city  of 
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the  tenriees  of  a  clerk  to  collect  the  fees  from  throe  bntch- 
era,  and  trust  ttiat  he  will  not  he  retained.  If  thcnmrkei  is 
to  be  rehuilt  for  the  Si^venlh  District  Police,  and  (he  first 
floor  appropriated  for  market  purposes,  it  will  prohahly  be 
(he  best  disposition  that  can  he  made  of  the  premises.  But 
even  then  the  business  will  be  small,  and  will  not  require 
the  services  of  a  clerk,  as  the  rent  of  the  stalls  should  be 
paid  quarterly  to  the  Collector  of  the  City  Revenue. 

Catharine  Market  has  yielded  a  small  additional  in- 
come, to  wit,  from  buicluiV  stalls,  $1,770  60  ;  market  fees, 
$2,880  04;  total  receipts,  $4,150  64;  increase,  $439  42. 
The  buildings  are  in  tolerable  repair,  and  nochanje  can  be 
advantageously  made  in  the  nuinagemeni  of  this  market. 

FiAKKLiiv  Market  has  been  used  as  a  station  liouse  by 
die  First  District  Police,  but  as  they  are  now  permanently 
provided  for  in  another  place,  some  disposition  shoidd  bo 
made  of  the  premises.  The  receipts  from  butchers'  stalls 
are  $299  52;  ujarkei  fees,  303  75;  cellar  rent  $1,537  50, 
^ing  an  increase  of  $  12  82.  It  is  obvious  that  the  build- 
ing sliould  be  leaseil  for  a  term  of  years,  reserving  a  portion 
of  the  first  floor  for  those  doing  business  there,  if  they  can- 
not be  persnaded  to  leave  the  market.  If  the  market  is 
given  up  it  might  be  better  to  sell  the  ground,  but  I  leave 
this  for  your  deliberation. 

Washington  Market.— The  revenue  of  this  market 
has  increased  materially  during  the  lost  year.  There  has 
been  paid  for  butchers'  stalls,  $3,431  33  ;  market  fees, 
$29,131  13;  cellar  rent,  $1,396  00 ;  total,  $33,958  46  ; 
showing  an  increase  of  $7,929  07.     The  building  is  in  a 
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miserable  condition,  and  noi  worth  repairing;  In  my  last 
reporu  I  reconfimended  (he  filling  out  into  the  North  river 
on  the  westerly  side  of  West  street,  in  front  of  the  present 
market.  This  extension  and  filling  up  would  cost  nothin^y 
as  the  city  has  dirt  and  ashes  that  has  to  be  freighted  at 
great  expense  ;  it  would  be  a  source  of  gain  to  have  this 
place  tor  a  dumping  ground.  The  docks  adjoining  this 
ground,  and  to  be  extended  out  several  hundred  feet,  which 
would  give  a  good  slip  for  fish  cars  and  market  boats.  The 
present  ground  on  the  westerly  side  of  West  street,  is  almost 
equal  in  quantity  to  the  site  of  the  old  market ;  and  by  fill* 
ing  out  further,  there  might  be  erected  a  market,  with  one 
story  and  attic,  for  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $16,000,  that  would 
be  far  more  extensive  and  convenient  than  the  present 
market  ever  was.  The  only  objection  to  building  the  new 
market  west  of  West  street,  is,  that  the  business  could  not 
be  carried  there.  Why  not,  as  well  as  when  it  was  re- 
moved from  Greenwich  to  Wasiiingion  street  ?  There  it 
not  much  risk  of  business  leaving  this  place,  if  the  market 
I  propose  is  built  before  the  old  one  is  torn  down.  But  if 
the  old  one  is  to  be  taken  down,  and  a  new  one  of  four  or 
five  stories  erected  on  the  site,  there  is  every  probability  of 
the  marketing  that  now  centers  there  being  diverted  into 
other  channels.  The  friends  of  a  new  market  on  the  old 
site  say,  that  they  intend  to  build  by  sections  and  not  in- 
terrupt the  business  of  the  market,  while  this  building  is 
being  erected.  This  they  will  find  impossible,  and  must 
prove  a  failure.  I  stated  in  my  late  report,  that  equal 
justice  to  our  citizens  required  that  this  market  should  not 
be  enlarged  or  diminished  ;  but  it  would  be  far  better  to 
build  on  the  new  ground  at  an  early  day.  And  when  the 
building  is  completed,  dispose  of  the  site  of  the  old  market, 
which  is  worth  over  $300,000. 
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I  called  on  your  Honorable  Body  last  year,  to  give  to 
my  department  permission  to  eiinnlize  the  market  rents 
and  fees,  and  where  they  were  much  too  low,  to  have  the 
power  to  increase  the  rales.  This  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
with  A  confidence  truly  gratifying  to  me,  granted  ;  biu  the 
Board  of  Assistants  refused  to  concur,  and  have  suffered 
the  markets  to  be  continued  on  at  the  old  rates,  ihus  taxing 
thousands  to  sustain  them  who  never  go  inside  of  a  market, 
and  to  whom  they  are  no  benefit.  The  butchers  hold  stalls 
in  our  markets,  who  pay  from  8  lo  35  cents  per  day.  And 
the  rent  of  the  fish  stands  are  also  fixed  by  ordinance  at  6 
cents  per  day,  or  36  cents  per  week,  and  they  pay  no  fees 
for  Sunday  ;  yet  the  markei  has  to  be  cleaned  after  them 
on  that  day.  To  show  that  this  is  a  losing  business,  I  will 
give  you  an  illustraiiun.  In  Clinton  market,  last  year,  the 
Corporation  erected  on  the  south  west  corner  an  addition, 
at  an  expense  of  $1,0G0,  and  assigned  it  for  a  fisi)  market. 
There  are  now  16  stands,  and  16  fishermen  pay  daily  96 
cents  for  (heir  market  acconrunodation.  In  addition  to  fur- 
nishing room  for  their  stands,  we  liave  to  provide  gas  light, 
Croton  water.  Clerk  to  superintend  and  to  collect  the  fees, 
also  to  sweep  out  the  market  and  cart  the  filth  and  rubbish, 
and  dump  it  off  the  dock.  Thus  you  will  perceive  that 
they  do  not  pay  half  the  actual  cost  to  the  city,  and  not 
one-tenth  that  the  premises  would  let  for,  if  I  could  be 
allowed  to  use  them  for  other  purposes.  And  this  is  the 
case  as  respects  the  rents  in  ihis  branch  of  business  in  most 
of  our  public  markets.  I  require  of  the  clerks  of  the  mar- 
kets a  statement  of  each  day's  receipts  from  the  several 
sources,  of  rent,  and  number  of  stalls  and  stands  occupied, 
and  how  many  are  vacant.  Pay  is  required,  whether  the 
stand  is  occupied  or  not ;  and  if  the  rent  is  not  paid,  the 
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stnnd  18  declared  vacant  and  let  to  another.  The  efiect  of 
(he  above  requistion,  has  been  to  increase  largely  the 
receipts  from  the  public  markets. 

In  these  measures  of  reform  I  have  been  sustained  by  the 
clerks  of  the  sev(M'al  ninrkets.  Most  of  whom,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  are  discharging  their  duty  to  my  entire  saiisfactioD| 
and  creditable  to  themselves.  I  am  pleased  lo  be  able  Co 
state,  that  private  enterprise  is  about  to  accomplish  wHat 
has  been  so  long  desired,  'i'here  is  erecting  on  the  North 
river  out  of  town,  abaittorsfor  the  slaughtering  of  animals 
for  our  city  consumption.  There  are  now  nearly  completed 
43  buildings,  and  it  is  intended  to  ferry  the  cattle  coming 
fium  the  south  and  west  across  the  river,  from  tlie  opposite 
shore  to  the  slaughter-houses,  where  the  meat  to  supply 
our  community,  can  be  dressed  for  much  less  than  what  it 
now  cost ,  an  1  without  annoyance  to  our  city.  This 
is  the  way  that  Puiis,  London  and  many  other  cities  are 
supplied.  The  cattle  are  slaughtered  out  of  town,  and  sold 
in  markets  by  those  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  dressing 
them.  And  I  am  credibly  informed  that  neither  Paris  or 
London  have  as  much  public  market  accommodation  at 
New  York.  There  is  at  present  three  hundred  and  five 
licensed  market  butchers  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-four 
licensed  shop  butchers.  The  Superintendent  of  Markets 
has  been  vigilant  in  collecting  their  Icense  money,  and 
there  has  been  paid  into  the  city  treasury  the  last  year, 
three  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars,  being  an 
increase  over  the  year  before  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-six 
dollars.  These  markets  are  on  the  increase  ;  in  fact  the  Fif- 
teenth, Sixteenth  and  Eigl>t(*enth  Wards,  with  a  population 
of  107,0Q8  inhabitants,  and  $46,260,289  of  real  estate,  liave 
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not  a  public  market,  nnd  are  satisfied  to  let  marketing  regu- 
late itself,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  increase  of  the  market 
rents  for  1850,  over  that  of  the  preceding  year : 


Washington, 

Fnlton, 

Catharine,.. 
Clinton,.  •  •  • 

Centre, 

Jefferson,.  • . 
Tompkins,.. 

Union, 

Franklin, ... 


f  26,029  39 

15,711  25 

3,711  22 

3,097  16 

3,967  30 

1,436  53 

1,160  29 
514  36 

2,097  95 

1,545  64 


INCREASE.       LOSS. 


$33,958 
20,240 
4,150 
5,001 
4,570 
1,596 
1,370 
509 
2.140 
1,954 


46 
99 
64! 

88l 

771 
76| 
28i 

84' 

771 

88! 


17,929  07! 

4,529  741 
439  42 

1,904  72; 
603  47 
160  23 
209  99 


$4  52 

42  82, 
409  24 


i  $59,271  09|  $75,495  271  $16,228  70 
Net  increase, I  $16,224  IS 

i 

The  above  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS, 
Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps. 
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BOARD   OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1851. 


>  >%/-^./^,~  .■vy\.»>./v/- 


The  following  coinmnnicntion  was  received  from  ihe  Comp- 
troller, in  answer  to  n  resolution  calling  upon  him  for 
iDforniafion  in  reference  lo  moneys  expended  for  Com- 
mon  Schools,  was  received,  laid  cu  the  table,  and  direct- 
ed to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  Office, 
New  Jork,  January  11,  1851. 

To  the  Honorabk  the  Board  of  .Aldermen. 

Gentlemen  : — In  complinrce  with  the  annexed  resolu- 
tion, I  herewith  furnish  your  Board  with  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  drafts  made  upon  the  Comptroller, 
since  the  first  of  January,  1850,  the  dates  of  said  drafts,  and 
the  purpose  for  which  said  drafts  was  made. 
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The  Comptroller  IS  also  requested  fo  stnte  "whether,  in  hit 
opinion,  be  is  bound  by  nny  laws  now  in  existence,  lo  pay 
all  drafts  made  upon  liim  by  said  Board  of  Education,  pre- 
vious  to  appropriations  having  been  made  by  ihe  Common 
Council?'^ 

By  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  an  act  of  the  Legislatine 
of  ihe  state  of  New  York,  entitled  "  An  act  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  common  school  education  in  the  cify  and 
county  of  New  York,"  passed  May  7,  1844,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  tlie  Board  of  Supervisors  to  raise  and  collect  by  tax 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  said  city  and  county,  certain  speci- 
fied sums,  for  the  support  and  encouragement  of  common 
schools. 

It  is  also  made  the  duty  of  the  Supervisors  to  raise  and 
collect,  as  aforesaid,  "such  further  sum  as  may  be  necei* 
sary  for  the  erecting,  purchase  or  leasing  of  school-houseSi 
and  procuring  the  cites  therefor,  and  the  fitting  up  thereof.*' 


Sections  eighth  and  ninth  of  said  act  provide  for  the 
tablishmcnt  "  of  a  school  or  schools  in  any  of  the  wards  of 
the  city,  when  decided  to  be  nceessnry,  by  the  Board  of 
Education,  and  to  procure  a  school- house,  by  leasing  (he 
same,  or  by  purchasing  a  site  and  erecting  a  building  there- 
on ;"  and  "  fhe  expense  of  establishing  and  organizing  any 
school,  as  above,  shall  be  levied  ond  raised  by  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  pursuant  to  section  five  of  said  act." 

Section  ten-th  authorizes  "  the  Board  of  Education  to  ap- 
ply (o  tliQ  Board  of  Supervisors,  or  the  Common  Council, 
for  such  sums  as  ibey  shall  requii*e  by  virtue  of  tbe  ninih 


221  (Doc.  No.  10. 

Mclion;  to  hire  nnd  purchase  sites  and  erect  buildings,  or 
to  fill  up  and  properly  organize  the  same ;  and  said  Board 
of  Supervisors,  or  the  Common  Council,  sluill  raise  tha 
lame  as  provided  for  by  section  fifth  of  said  act«'' 

Section  twelfth  of  said  act  requires  that  "  any  deficiency 
(0  meet  the  necessary  legal  expenses  of  either  of  the 
schools  or  societies  provided  for  by  snid  act,  shall  be  sup^ 
plied  by  the  Common  Council,  in  anticipation  of  the  annual 
tax  for  the  support  of  common  schools  •'' 

Section  fifteenth  makes  it  the  duty  of  '^  the  Board  of  Edn- 
catioa  to  report  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors^  annually,  an 
estimate  of  the  probable  amount  wiiich  will  be  required  to 
be  raised  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
current  annual  expenses  of  common  school  instruction,  and 
whether  more  or  less  than  the  oue-twentielU  of  one  per 
cent.)  ia  addition  to  an  equal  amount  with  the  state  quota, 
will  be  necessary.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of^  Supervisors,  or  the  Common  Council,  on  their  applica* 
tioo^  to  raise  the  necessary  amount.^'  ^ 

By  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  it  would  appear  that  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  or  Common  Council,  are  required  to 
raise  and  collect  the  necessary  amount,  including  certain 
specified  sums,  as  determined  by  the  Board  of  Education^ 
to  meet  the  current  annual  expenses  of  common  school  in-^ 
siruction  in  this  county,  and  also  such  further  amounts  ^'  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  erection,  purchase  or  leasing  of 
•chool-houscs,  and  procuring  the  sites  therefor,  and  the  fit* 
iiog  up  thereof.''  The  erection,  purchase  and  leasing  of 
school-houses,  and  procuring  the  sites  therefor,  &c»|  to  b^ 
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determined  by  the  Board  of  Education,  or  in  case  of  refer- 
ence, 10  the  Snperintendi'nt  of  Common  Schools,  by  iha^ 
oflicer. 

They  are  niso  required  lo  r(  ise  any  deficiency  to  meet  the 
necessary  legal  expenses  of  the  schools,  &c.,  as  may  be  pro- 
perly certified  lo  ihe  Common  Council,  by  the  Board  of 
Education. 

By  subsequent  nets  of  the  Legislature  (he  Bonrd  of  Suiier- 
visors  are  also  required  to  raise,  annually,  hy  tax,  such  sum 
(not  to  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars)  as  the  Board  of 
Education  shall  by  resolution  declare  lo  l)e  necessary,  id 
addition  to  other  menus  which  may  be  appropriated  to  them 
therefor,  for  the  uminlenance  and  support  of  the  "  Free 
Academy;  and  such  further  sum  of  money  (not  exceeding' 
fifteen  thousand  dollars)  as  the  Board  of  Education  sliaTI 
certify  to  the  said  Board  of  Supervisors,  for  the  organization 
and  support  of  evening  public  schools. 

« 

By  refeiring  to  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled,  "An 
act  more  eflTeciually  to  provide  for  common  school  educa- 
tion in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,"  passed  April  11, 
1849,  it  will  up})ear  that  ''  on  the  requisition  of  the  Board 
of  Education  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  by  reso- 
lution, certified  by  ihe  President  and  Clerk  of  said  Board,  to 
have  been  duly  passed,  the  Comptroller  of  the  city  shall 
deposit  with  the  Chamberlain  of  snid  city,  to  the  credit  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  such  sum  ns  the  said  resolution 
shall  specify  to  be  necessary  to  uutke  payuents  required  lo 
be  made,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  hereby 
amended." 
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Such  moneys,  when  so  deposited,  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Chamberlain  of  llie  city,  only  upon  drafts  drawn  upon  him 
piirsnanl  to  a  ^'  resohilion  of  the  Board,  signed  by  the 
President,  and  countersigned  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Board/' 
|inyablc  to  the  order  of  the  commissioners,  trustees  or  per- 
sons entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

The  said  Board  of  Education  are  required  to  transmit, 
quarter  yearly,  to  tile  Common  Council,  a  detailed  state- 
ment in  writing,  of  the  amount  of  moneys  deposited  to 
their  credit  during  the  quarter,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
and  the  purposes  for  which  the  same  have  been  expended. 

At  may  be  proper  here' to  add,  that  by  the  provisions  of 
the  amended  charier,  ^'  no  moneys  shall  be  drawn  from  the 
city  treasury,  except  the  same  shall  have  been  previously 
apportioned  to  tiie  purpose  for  which  it  is  drawn,"  &c. 

The  Comptroller,  therefore,  will  be  required  to  limit 
the  amount  drawn  from  the  treasury,  upon  the  requisitions 
of  the  Board  of  Education,  to  the  anioimts  appropriated  by 
the  Common  Council,  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
to  be  applied. 

JOSEPH  R.  TAYLOR, 

ComptroUcr. 
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REQUISITION 

To  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the  Board  of  ElducatioDi  warmat 
drawn  in  favor  of  S.  Knapp,  Treasurer. 


1860,  ; 

Jan.  1.  To  supply  deficiency  6th  ware! 

[school'  |1,556  54' 


7lh  ward  do  . 


76d  02 


lllh        "       i      1,480  10; 


14lh  "  j  1,752  95 
Support  of  new  school  in  18th  ward. . .  1,275  00 
Erection        ''  -"      9th      "     ...I    1,5070  00 


John  McKeen,  county  sup't,  per  Board;  , 

of  Supervisors > 

Jan.  14.  H.  P.  Poet,  Pres't  Deaf  and 

Dumb  Inst.,  from  Oct.  31,  to  Dcc.j 

31,  1849 , 

Jan  28,  Erecting  and  fittinn:  up  school  ;  | 

house  No.  24,  12th  ward". !         888  26! 

Books  and  stationery • . . .  i         603  73 

Additional  building  and  fitting  up  school! 

No  1 j         375  74| 

Furnaces,  school  No.  4,  14th  ward. . . .  |  873  y6j 
Deficiency  to  meet  cxpcnccs.  No.  20. 

15lh  ward !      1,374  88! 

Deficiency  to  meet  expenses.  No.  23  !  j 

8lh  ward '         760  39i 

\  amount  of  appropriations  for  schools.  51,459  82 
Free  academy 5,000  0( 


$22,000  61 
88  00 

520  00 


Feb.  25.  Deficiency  to  meet  expense.<> 

of  schools  17th  ward 

Masons'  and  carpenters'  bills,  18lh  do. 

March  1.  James  F.  Chamberlain,  sup't 
Inst,  for  Blind,  annual  amount 


413  7f 
394  11 


Carried  forward 


61,336  78 


807  85 
620  00 


i  185,373  24 
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RrXAPITULATION — CONTIKUED. 


Amountl)rought  forward 

March  25.  Deficiency  4th  ward  schoolb 

"       12lh         " 
I^.  Y.  society  for  promotion  edu.  among 

cord  children 

Painting  ward  school,  1 1th  waad 


April  1.  H.  P.  Peet,  Pres't  Deaf  and 
Dumb,  board  and  tuition  to  Ist  April. 

April  22.  Third  amount  appropriation.^ 
schools 

Support  Free  academy 


908  C!r| 
1,373  Ofi\ 

I 

83  2s! 

373  7S! 


$86,373  24 


2,738  67 
520  00 


>  I 


May  20.  Deficiency /or  school  No.  19.; 

13th  ward > 

hcidental  expenses  and  clerk  hire  oi 

Board  of  Education ' 

Tax  on  9th  ward  school-house.  Green  ' 

which  avenue 

Counsel  fees  in  examining  titles ' 

July  1 .  H.  P.  Peet,  Deaf  and  Dumb  In  [ 

stitution,  l>oard  and  tuition,  16  pupil. ! 
Purchase  of  site  for  school  in  Allen  st.  ' 

10th  ward 

Alterations  in  school-house  44  and  4(  I 

Trinity  place I 

Purchase  of  lease  to  complete  site  for 

school  at  Manhattanville ! 


68,947 

21 

6,000 

0( 

1,231 

3t 

2,500 

oc 

60 

3c 

186 

Oi 

73,947  27 


11,000  OC 


3,976  69 
520  00 


1 


2,C00  OC, 
1,600  OC 


July  29.  Third  amount  appropriated  foi  i 

schools 1    68,947  27 

Rent  of  buildings  occupied  for  schools. .  |      2,703  25 
Purchase  of  lot  in  Allen  st.,  10th  ward.. 
Paint  and  repairs,  ward  school  No.  16. 

Seventh  ward ; 

Repairs  to  school  No.  20,  15th  ward. . ! 


14,600  00 


3,000  00 

450  OC 
600  0( 


County  SupH  of  common  schools 
Carried  forward 


76,700  52 
366  00 


257,742  39 
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Recapitulation— CONTINUED. 


Amount  brought  forward | 

Aug.  26.  Alterations  to  school,  No.  25, 


18th  ward. 


2,800  OC 
Alterations  to  school  No.  3,  10th  ward.-      1,488  0( 


1.8000  0( 


Oct.  7.  Erection  of  school -house  in  Al- 

len-.street 

Evening  schools I    1,5000  0( 

Furnishing  and    fitting  up  school  No.! 


257,742  39 


28,  12th  ward 


800  0( 


H.  P.  Peet,  Pres't  Deaf  and  Dumb  In-; 

stitute,  board  and  tuition,  and  cloth-'  1 

ing  16  pupils ; { 

Nov.  14.  Third  amount  appropriation.s  I 

for  schools 68,94'^  2:? ' 

Free  academy 

Deficiency  ward  schools,  6th  ward. ... 


5,000  0(  I 

667  77: 


Dec.  2.  Alterations  and  repairs  to  school- 
house  No.  42  and  44  Trinity  place. . . 

Salary  of  teachers  and  other  expenses, 
school  No.  14,  1st  ward 


941  5( 
523  0( 


Dec.  31 .   For  fitting  up  Free  academy'      1,000  OC 
Society  for  promotion  of  education  amongj 

colored  children !         653  04 


4,288  00 


33,800  00 


880  00 


74,G15  06 


1,464  50 


1,653  04 


Amount  originally  appropriated ■  315,000  OC 

Additional  appropriations  in  November.!    60,000  OC 


=  375,000  OC  I  374,442  99 


DOCVnENT    No.    11. 


BOAED    OF    ALDEEMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1851. 


The  following  communication  was  received  from  the 
Comptroller,  transmitting  the  quarter  yearly  report  of  the 
City  Chamherlain  up  to  31st  December,  1850,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  OmcE, 

New  York,  January  13th,  1851. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

I  herewith  submit  a  copy  of  the  account  current  of  the 
moneys  received  and  paid  by  the  Chamberlain  of  the  city, 
on  account  of  the  Corporation  for  the  quarter  preceding  the 
first  day  of  January,  1851;  also  a  copy  of  the  certificate 
of  the  cashier  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  showing  the  amount 
standing  to  the  credit  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  Commis* 


Doc.  No.  11.)  228 

sioners  of  the  Sinking  Fun^  on  the  31st  day  of  December, 
ber,  1850. 

Respectfully  yours, 

JOSEPH  R.  TAYLOR, 

ComptrMer. 

Mechanics'  Bank,     ) 
New  York,  Dec.  31si,  1850.  $ 

I  hereby  certify  that  after  the  close  of  business  this  day 
the  balances  hereinafter  named  were  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  following  accounts,  viz: 

To  the  credit  of  the  "  City  Treasury,"  three  hundred 
and  ninety -five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  dol- 
lars and  thirty-six  cents  ($395,818  36),  including  in  such 
balance  the  sum  of  thirty-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  which,  although 
in  the  cnsioc'y  of  the  bank  on  that  day,  was  received  at  too 
late  an  hour  to  be  credited  upon  its  books. 

To  the  credit  of  the  "  Cor/  v  issioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund," 
four  hundred  and  eighty  four  thousand  seven  hundred  apd 
thirty -eight  dollars  and  twenty-two  cents  (^$484,738  22). 

And  to  the  credit  of  "  Interest  on  Fire  Loan,"  belonging 
to  the  Commissiouers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  twenty-one 
thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty-tliree  dollars  and  fifty- 
three  cents  ($21,453  53). 

Signed 
F.  W.  EDMONDS,  Cashier. 
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BOARD    OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  14,  1851. 


The  following  communication  from  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  transmitting  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  vs.  Nathan  Cobb, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


OrFicE  or  Counsel  to  the  Co&Po&ATioif, ) 

January  15th,  1851.  ) 

To  the  Honorable  Common  Council : 

I  herewith^  transmit  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  Second  Judicial  District,  in  the  case  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  &c.,  against  Nathan  Cobb,  brought  to  test  the 
right  of  the  Corporation  to  enclose  with  a  fence,  the  grounds 
owned  by  the  city  and  purchased  for  the  construction  of 
the  Croton  aqueduct. 
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The  importnnce  of  this  decision  to  the  interest  of  that 
great  work,  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  late  report 
from  the  Crotoo  Aqueduct  Department,  on  pages  63  and  54. 

I  have  ihe  honor  to  be,  with  respect, 

Yours, 

HENRY  E.  DAVIES. 


SUPREME  COURT. 


The  Mayor,  &c.,  of  New  York 

vs. 
NtHhnn  Cobb. 


By  the  Court — Barculo,  Justice.  These  propositions 
seem  to  be  quite  clear. 

First. — The  plaintiffs  have  the  right  to  fence  any  part 
of  the  aqueduct  in  their  discretion,  and  their  acts  are  con* 
elusive  as  I o  the«  propriety  of  so  doing.  This  right  does 
not  depend  upon  the  statute  requiring  it  to  be  done  at  their 
expense,  but  existed  prior  to  that  statute. 

Second. — The  right  is  subject  to  the  duty  of  erecting  and 
sustaining  convenient  passes  across  or  under  the  aqueduct, 
wherever  it  intersects  land  belonging  to  an  individual  for 
the  farming  and  other  purposes  of  the  land,  by  section  4^ 
of  the  act  of  1836.— Laws  of  1836,  page  709. 
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2%tfd«— -The  defendant  not  owning  both  sides  of  the 
aqueduct,  his  land  is  not  intended  within  ihe  meaning  of 
the  act,  and  he  is  not  entitled  to  any  passes  across  or  under 
the  aqueduct  by  virtue  thereof. 

Fourth. — Defendant's  right  of  crossing  the  locus  in  quo^ 
must  depend  upon  the  common  law  doctrine  in  regard  lo 
ways  of  necessity,  and  must  be  sustained  by  proof  that  he 
has  no  other  reasonable  mode  of  passing  to  the  public 
highway  • 

Fifth. — If  there  is  a  highway  laid  out  and  opened,  as 
appears  by  the  map,  contiguous  to  the  south  side  of  the 
defendant's  lot,  he  has  no  right  to  cross  where  the  fence 
was  erected,  and  is  a  trespasser  in  so  doing. 

Sixth. — Even  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  defendont  had  a 
right  to  cross  the  nquedurt,  lie  was  not  justified  in  removing 
the  whole  line  of  the  fence  for  that  purpose. 

Seventh. — The  Judge  at  the  circuit  entertained  incorrect 
views  of  the  law,  and  submitted  the  case  erroneously  to  the 
jury. 

Eighth. — The  Judge  erred  in  charging  the  jury,  that  it 
was  for  them  to  consider  whether  the  order  to  fence  was 
based  on  an  honest  judgment  of  its  necessity  to  protect  the 
aqueduct  from  injury. 

Jfinth. — The  erroneous  charge  has  probably  produced 
an  erroneous  verdict,  and  a  new  trial  should  therefore  be 
granted. 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  17,  1851. 


The  following  law  on  assessments,  relative  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  as  reported  by  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  Common  Council  to  digest  (he  laws  of  tiie  state 
relative  to  the  city,  was  received,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  Department,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  H(marable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  City  of  Jfew  York  : 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  your  Hon- 
orable Body,  adopted  in  1849,  to  digest  the  laws  of  the 
state  relative  to  the  city  of  New  York,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Commissioners  of  Codification,  appointed  by  the  state, 
respectfully 
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REPORT : 

That  immediately  upon  their  appointment  they  repaired 
to  the  city  of  Albany,  to  confer  with  the  Slate  Commission- 
ers, and  after  several  interviews  with  them,  it  was  finally 
arranged  tiiat  the  undersigned  should  codify  and  digest  all 
the  laws  of  the  state  relating  particularly  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Slate  Commissioners  for  their 
approval,  and  to  be  by  them  submitted  to  the  Legislature 
for  its  action.     The  undersigned  distributed   among  them- 
selves the  laws  of  the  state,  relating  to  the  city,  for  codifi- 
cation and  digest,  and  each  of  the  undersigned  proceeded  to 
the  labor  so  distributed.     Several  of  the  most  important 
laws  relating  to  the  city  have  been  entirely  re-written  and 
digested,  but  owing  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  State  Cora- 
mission,  and  the  repeal  by  the  Legislature,  at  its  last  session, 
of  the  act  appointing  the  State  Commissioners  of  the  Code, 
the  undersigned  have  been   much  embarrassed  as  to  their 
future  action.     It  is  quite  manifest   to  them  that  an  entire 
revision  and  codification,  relating  to  the  city,  as  originally 
contemplated,  cannot  now  be  attained .      They  do  not  think 
it  practicable  to  obtain  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Legisla- 
ture sufiiciently  for  the  revision  and  re-enactment  of  all  the 
laws  of  the  state  relative  to  the  city  of  New  York.     The 
undersigned  believe,  however,  that  it  is  yet  in  their  power 
to  render  essential  service  to  the  ciiy,  by  a  collection  and 
compilation  of  all  the  laws  of  the  state  relating  to  the  city, 
and  which  they  propose,  with    the   approbation   of  your 
Honorable  Body,  should  be  immediately,  on  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  present  Legislature,  published  in  a  separate 
volume. 
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The  laws  relating  to  assessments  in  the  city  of  New 
fork  being  complicated  and  needing  revision,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  undersigned,  and  in  reference  to  which  more  particu- 
larly they  were  appointed,  have  been  carefully  examined, 
and  thoroughly  digested.  The  result  of  their  labors  in  re- 
ference to  these  important  laws  is  herewith  submitted  for 
the  examination  and  approval  of  your  Honorable  Body, 
and  if  they  shall  receive  that  approval,  that  the  same  may 
be  transmitted  to  the  Legislature,  at  its  present  session,  to 
be  enacted  into  a  law.  The  undersigned  confidently  be- 
lieve that  the  proposed  law  will  correct  the  abuses  in  refer- 
ence to  assessments,  which  have  caused  so  much  complaint, 
and  ensure  certainty  and  economy  in  that  branch  of  the 
public  business.  The  undersigned  also  propose  to  com- 
plete, and  in  a  short  time  submit  to  your  Honorable  Body 
for  examination  and  approval,  a  digest  of  the  laws  relajing 
to  the  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  that  the  same  may  be  acted  upon  at  the  present  ses* 
sion  of  the  Legislature. 

The  undersigned  believe  that  if  the  views  contained  in 
this  communication  shall  receive  the  sanction  of  your  Hon- 
orable Body,  and  action  thereon  be  had  by  the  Common 
Council,  within  a  short  time,  that  their  labors  may  be  com- 
pleted within  six  months  from  this  time. 


HENRY  E.  DA  VIES,  )  Commissioners  to  digest 
JOHN  EWEN,  >  laws  ofthe  state  relative 

SAxMUEL  A.  CRAPO,  )  to  the  dty  ofJfew  York. 


Dated  New  York,  January  17,  a.  d.  1851. 
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§  1 .  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  make  and  paas 
such  by-laws  or  ordinances  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time 
deem  necessary  and  proper,  for  the  building  of  common 
sewers,  drains  and  vaults  in  any  part  of  the  said  city,  and 
for  the  pitching,  regulatingi  and  paving  of  the  avenues  and 
streets  thereof;  for  the  digging  and  constructing  of  any 
well  and  pump  in  any  street  or  road  of  the  said  city  ;  and 
for  the  raising,  reducing,  levelling  or  fencing  in,  of  any 
vacant  or  adjoining  lots ;  or  for  the  filling  up,  draining  and 
regulating  of  any  grounds,  yards  or  cellars,  within  the  said 
city,  that  may  be  sunken,  damp  or  unwholesome ;  or  which 
they  may  deem  proper  to  fill  up,  drain,  raise,  lower  or  reg- 
ulate; and  also,  for  causing  to  be  filled  up  all  such  lots  of 
ground,  in  the  said  city,  adjoining  the  Hudson  river,  the 
East  river,  or  Sound,  or  the  Harlem  river,  as  they  may, 
from  time  to  time,  think  proper  to  be  filled  up  with  whole- 
some earth  or  other  solid  materials,  so  far  into  the  said 
rivers  as  they  shall,  from  time  to  time,  deem  expedient : 
and  for  compelling  the  proprietors  of  such  lots  to  make 
suitable  bulkheads  on,  adjoining,  or  opposite  to  such  lots ; 
and  to  raise  and  fill  up  the  same  with  such  materials,  and 
in  such  manner,  and  within  such  times,  as  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct. 
And  also,  for  filling  up,  altering  and  amending,  of  all 
public  slips,  in  the  said  city,  and  the  building  of  the  neces- 
sary bulkheads  connected  therewith,  at  such  times  and  in 
such  manner  as  they  shall  deem  proper;  and  for  the  filling 
up  or  altering  and  amending  of  all  sinks  and  privies, 
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within  the  said  city;  and  for  directing  the  mode  of  con- 
structing them,  and  for  abolishing  tlie  same  where  they 
may  think  it  necessary. 

§  2.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Commonalty,  in   all   cases   to   cause   all  the 
improvements  or  work  mentioned  in  ihe  preceding  section, 
or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  executed  and  done  at  their  own 
expense  on  account,  of  the  persons  respectively  upon  whom 
the  same  may   be  assessed,  prior  lo  ihe  inaking  of  the  as- 
sessment, and  cause  a  just  and  equitable  assessment,  thereof 
to  be  made  among  and  upon  the  owners  or  occupants  of  all 
the  houses  ahd  lots,  or  vacant  lots  and  lands  under  water, 
deemed  benefited  thereby,  in  proportion,  as  nearly  as  may 
be,  to  the  advantage  which  each  shall  be  deemed  to  liave  ac- 
quired.   And  in  the  case  of  the  filling  up,  altering  or  amend- 
ing of  a  public  slip  ;  one-third  of  the  expense  attending  the 
same  shall  be  borne  by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty, and  the  residue  by  persons  whose  property  in  the 
vicinity  may  be  deemed  to  be  benefited  thereby,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  benefit  received  ;  or  the*  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  may,  in  lieu  of  such  assessment  require  all 
such  improvements,  except  the  building  of  common  sewers 
and  drains,  wells  and  pumps,  the  pitching,  regulating  and 
paving  of  streets,  and  the  filling  up,  altering  and  amending 
of  public  slips,  to  be  done  by,  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
owners  of  the  property  affected  or  to  be  benefited  thereby, 
within  the  times  appointed  by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  for  that  purpoi^,  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  any  one  case. 

§  3.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  all  cases  where 
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they  shall  deem  it  necessary  or  useful,  to  cause  to  be  open* 
ed  any  street,  avenue  square,  or  public  place,  or  aoy  par* 
ticulnr  part  or  section  of  any  street  or  avenue,  laid  out  by 
the  Commissioners  of  Streets  and  Roads,  in  said  city,  un- 
der and  by  virtue  of  the  act,  entitled  "  An  Act  relative  to 
improvements,  touching  the  laying  out  of  streets  and  roads  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  April 
3,  1807 ;  and  whenever,  and  as  often,  also,  as  it  shall,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
be  necessary  or  desirable,  for  the  pubh'c  convenience  or 
health,  to  lay  out,  form,  and  open  any  street  or  streets,  or 
public  place  or  places  in  any  part  of  the  said  city  not  laid 
out  into  streets,  avenues,  squares  and  public  places,  by  the  said 
Commissioners  of  Streets  and  Roads,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  act  aforesaid  ;  or  to  (txtend,  enlarge,  straighten,  alter,  or 
otherwise  improve  any  street  or  streets,  or  part  of  a  street,  or 
public  place  or  places,  already  laid  out,  or  hereafter  to  belaid 
out,  and  formed  or  opened,  in  any  part  of  the  said  city  not 
laid  out  into  streets,  avenues,  squares  and  public  places,  by 
the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  to  order  and  direct  the 
same  to  be  done,  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  done  accord- 
ingly, in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  most  advisable  ; 
notwithstanding  it  may  become  necessary,  for  that  purpose, 
to  remove  any  building  or  buildings,  or  take  any  lands, 
tenements,  hereditaments  or  premises  whatsoever. 

§  4.  If  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall 
require  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  or  premises, 
of  any  person  or  persons,  or  body  politic  or  corporate,  for 
any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  section, 
the  same  may  be  taken  and  appropriated  to  such  use  ;  but 
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eoDipensatioii  and  recompense  shall  be  made  to  such  parties 
and  persons  respectively,  in  the  manner  for  that  purpose 
hereinafter  provided. 

4  5.  For  the  purpose  of  making  the  estimates  and  assess- 
mentSy  in  all  of  the  cases  of  improvements  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  a  Board  of  Commissioners  shall  be  established, 
who  shall  make  all  such  estimates  and  assessments,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  in  this  act.  Said  Board  shall  consist  of 
tiiree  discreet  and  proper  persons,  residents  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Superior  Court 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June, 
A.  D.,  1851. 

§  6.  The  Commissioners  first  appointed,  shall,  imme- 
diately after  their  appointment,  be  classified  by  lot,  to  be 
publicly  drawn  by  the  Clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  in  presence  of  the  Mayor  and  Register  of  said  city; 
and  a  certificate  of  said  drawing  and  classification  shall  be 
signed  by  said  Clerk  and  Register,  and  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  said  Superior  Court.  The  classes  shall  be 
numbered  one,  two  and  three,  according  to  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  each  ;  and  the  class  having  the  shortest  time  to 
serve,  shall  be  numbered  one  ;  and  the  term  of  the  Com- 
missioner drawn  in  class  number  one,  shall  end  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-two;  in  class  number  two,  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three ; 
and  in  class  number  three,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four. 

^  7.  Whensoever  and  as  often  as  any  vacancy  shall  oc- 
cur by  reason  of  death,  resignation,  expiration  of  term  of 
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office,  or  otherwise,  of  any  such  Commissioner,  the  said 
Superior  Court  shall  make  an  appointment  to  supply 
such  vacancy;  and  the  Commissioner  so  appointed  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  the  Commis- 
sioner whose  place  is  supplied,  or  for  three  years,  should  the 
vacancy  occur  from  expiration  of  the  term  of  office  of  the 
previous  incumbent.  The  said  court  shall  have  power  to 
remove  any  Commissioner  from  office  for  misconduct  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  but  a  copy  of  the  charges  made 
against  such  Commissioner,  shall  be  served  upon  him,  and 
an  opportunity  given  him  to  be  heard  in  his  defence. 

§  8.  The  salaries  of  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  said  c  ty  and  county 
before,  and  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
when  they  shall  enter  upon  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  which  shall  not  be  increased  or  diminished  during  the 
term  for  which  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  they  shall  re- 
ceive no  other  compensation  for  their  services. 

§  9.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  keep  their  office  in 
some  part  of  the  City  Hall  of  said  city,  to  be  provided  by  the 
Common  Council  thereof,  and  the  same  shpll  be  kept  open 
daily,  between  the  hours  of  10  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m.  They 
shall,  before  entering  upon  the  performance  of  their  duties^ 
severally  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
the  Mayor,  or  some  person  authorized  by  law  to  administer 
oaths,  faithfully  to  perform  the  trusts  and  duties  required  of 
them  by  this  act,  which  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  filed  ia 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  Superior  Court. 

§  10.  All  estimates  and  assessments  which  shall  have 
been  com  menced,  prior  to  the  said  first  day  of  June  f<nr 
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iDj  improvement  authorized  by  law,  may  be  completed 
by  the  Commisaioners  or  Assessors  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  pass- 
ed; but  such  estimate  and  assessment  shall  be  advertised 
and  confirmed  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  in  re- 
ference to  the  estimates  and  assessments,  to  bo  made  by  the 
Commiasioners  created  by  this  act. 

§  11.  The  said  Commissioners  created  by  this  act,  shall 
enter,  or  cause  to  be  entered,  in  books  to  be  provided  for 
that  purpose,  a  full  and  complete  copy  of  all  reports  or  as- 
sessments made  by  them,  and  confirmed  by  the  said  court, 
or  by  the  said  Common  Council,  as  is  hereinafter  provided, 
which  books  shall  be  open  to  public  inspection. 

^  12.  The  said  Commissioners  may  appoint  one  or  more 
clerks  to  assist  them  in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  but 
their  number  and  the  compensation  to  be  allowed  to  them, 
shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said  Board  of  Supervisors.  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and 
Assessment,  to  administer  oaths  in  all  cases,  in  any  matter 
appertaining  toany  estimate  or  assessment  for  any  improve- 
ment, authorized  by  this  act,  or  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office. 

§  13.  Whenever  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty shall  require  any  of  the  operations  or  improve- 
ments mentioned  in  the  3d  section  of  this  act,  and  shall, 
by  resolution  or  ordinance,  require  the  said  Commissioners 
to  carry  the  same  into  effect,  it  shall  be  tbe  duly  of  the  said 
Commissioners  to  cause  all  such  surveys,  maps,  profiles, 
plant  and  other  things  as  they  may  judge  necessary,  to  be 
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made,  done  and  prepared  for  their  use.  and  to  proceed  to 
make  a  just  and  equitable  estimate  and  assessment  of  tbe 
loss  and  damage  to  the  respective  owners,  lessees,  partm 
and  persons  respectively  entitled  unto  or  interested  in  tbe 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  premises  so  required 
for  such  operation  or  improvement,  and  a  just  and  equitable 
estimate  and  assessment  also  of  the  benefit  and  advantage  of 
such  improvement  to  the  respective  owners,  lessees,  parties 
and  persons  respectively  entitled  unto  or  interested  in  the  res- 
pective lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  premises,  not 
required  for  such  operation  or  improvetnent,  but  fronting 
thereon,  orfbeingin  the  vicinity  thereof,  which  thesaid  Com- 
missioners may  deem  to  be  benefited  by  such  oi>eration  or 
improvement,  in  respect  to  the  respective  estates  and  interests 
of  such  said  owners,  lessees,  parlies  and  persons  respectively 
so  entitled  unto,  or  interested  in,  such  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments  and  premises,  to  be  benefited  by  such  opera- 
tion or  improvement. 

§  14.  Thesaid  Commissioners,  in  making  their  estimate  and 
assessmeniof  the  benefit  and  advantage  which  mayaccrneto 
lands  and  tenements,  with  respect  to  any  of  the  operations  or 
improvements  mentioned  in  this  act,  shall  not  be  confined 
to  any  definite  limits,  but  shall  be  and  hereby  are  authoriz- 
ed to  extend  such  estimate  and  assessment,  to  any  and  all 
such  lands  and  tenements  as  they  may  deem  to  be  benefit- 
ed by  the  said  operation  or  improvement,  and  which  they 
may  judge  expedient  to  include  in  their  report  or  estimate 
and  assessment  in  the  premises ;  provided,  that  in  all  and 
every  case  of  opening,  regulating,  or  otherwise  improving, 
any  street  or  avenue,  or  part  or  section  of  any  street  or 
avenue,  laid  out  by  the  aforesaid  Commissioners  of  Streets 


S45  (Doc.  No.  18. 

and  Roads,  the  said  CommissioDers  of  Estimates  and  Assess- 
meni  shall  not  be  at  liberty  to  extend  such  estimate  and 
assessment,  of  the  benefit  and  advantage  thereof,  to  any 
lands  or  tenements  lying  on  either  side  of  such  street  or  ave- 
Doe,  and  beyond  half  the  distance  of  the  next  street  or 
avenue  thereto. 

§  15.  Itsliall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commissioners,  in 
all  cases,  to  report  fully  and  separately  in  their  estimate 
and  assessment,  the  amount  of  loss  and  damage,  and  of  ben- 
efit and  advantage,  to  each  and  every  owner,  lessee,  party 
and  person,  entitled  unto,  or  interested  in  any  lands  or  ten- 
ements required  for  the  purpose  of  any  such  operation  or 
improvement,  or  which  may  be  deemed  to  be  benefited 
thereby. 

§  16.  The  said  Commissioners,  in  reporting  any  estimate 
and  assessment  in  respect  to  any  improvement  or  operation 
mentioned  in  this  act,  shall  in  such  report  describe  the 
lands  and  tenements  respectively  which  may  be  assessed  for 
any  such  improvement  or  operation,  by  the  numbers  of  such 
premises,  as  they  appear  on  the  map  or  maps  of  the  Com- 
missioners accompanying  such  report,  and  by  the  names 
of  the  owners,  as  far  as  they  can  ascertain  the  same,  and 
in  case  of  occupancy,  by  the  name  of  at  least  one  of  the 
occupants  of  the  prenuses  so  occupied;  and  no  further  de- 
scription  of  such  lands  and  tenements  shall  be  necessary. 

§  17.  Whenever  an  estimate  and  assessment  for  loss  and 
damage,  and  for  benefit  and  advantage,  shall  be  made 
by  the  said  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  same  person  or 
persons,  no  interest  shall  be  demanded,  from  such  person  Or 
persons,  upon  the  amount  assessed  for  benefit  and  advan- 
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tage,  except  upon  the  excess  of  the  amount  of  such  beneii 
and  advantage,  over  the  amount  of  such  loss  and  damage. 

^  18.  The  said  Commiasioncrs,  in  estimating  the  com- 
pensation and  recompense  to  be  awarded  for  loss  and  dam- 
age, to  the  owners  and  others  interested  in  the  lands  and 
tenements  required  for  any  operation  or  improvement,  shall 
report  the  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  loss  and  damage 
of  the  respective  owners  of  the  fee  or  inheritance  of  such 
lands  and  tenements  respectively,  and  also  of  the  owners 
of  the  leasehold  estates  or  other  interests  therein  separate- 
ly. But  in  every  case  where  the  owners  and  parties 
interested,  or  their  respective  estates  and  interests  in  the 
lands  or  tenements  required  for  any  improvement,  or  which 
mn}^  be  assessed  for  benefit  and  advantage  on  account  of 
the  same,  are  unknown  or  not  fully  kriown  to  said  Com- 
missioners, it  shall  ]ye  sufficient  for  them  to  estimate  and  as- 
sess, and  to  set  forth  and  stale  in  their  said  report  in  gen- 
eral terms,  the  respective  sums  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to 
or  by  the  owners  and  proprietors  generally  of  such  lands 
and  tenements,  and  parties  interested  therein  for  the  loss 
and  damage,  or  for  the  benefit  and  advantage,  as  the  case 
may  be,  to  such  owners,  proprietors  and  parties  interested, 
in  respect  to  the  whole  estate  and  interest  of  whomsoever 
may  be  entitled  unto,  or  interested  in,  the  said  lands  and 
tenements  respectively,  by  and  in  consequence  t.f  the  said 
operation  or  improvement,  without  specifying  the  nam  s  or 
estates,  or  interests  of  such  owners,  proprietors  and  parties 
interested,  or  of  any  or  cither  of  them. 

§  19.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioner 
of  Estimate  and  Assessment,  to  allow  any  sum  or  compjn- 
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Mlioo  whatsoever)  for  any  building  or  buildings,  which  at 
toy  tinae  subsequently  to  the  filing  of  the  maps  mentioned 
ID  the  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  relative  to  improvements  touch- 
ing the  laying  out  of  streets  and  roads  in  tlie  city  of  New 
York,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  April  3,  1807,  may 
hate  been  built,  placed  or  erected,  or  which,  at  any  time 
hereafter,  may  be  placed  or  erected  in  part,  or  in  whole,  on 
any  such  street,  avenue,  public  square,  or  place,  laid  out 
by  the  said  Commissioners  of  Streets  and  Roads,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  the  last  mentioned  act ;  but  compensation 
ind  recompense  shall  be  made  to  the  owners  thereof,  and 
parties  interested  therein,  for  all  buildings  and  improve- 
ments erected,  placed  or  made,  wholly,  or  in  part,  on  any 
sach  street,  avenue,  square,  or  public  place,  so  to  be  open- 
ed, at  any  time  before  the  filing  of  the  maps  aforesaid,  of 
the  said  Commissioners  of  Streets  and  Roads. 

^  20,  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Estimate  and  Assessment,  if  they  shall  deem  it  just  and 
equitable,  under  the  circumstances  to  do  so,  but  not  other- 
wise, to  assess  any  part,  not  exceeding  one  third  part  of  the 
estimated  value  of  any  such  building  or  buildings,  but  not  of 
any  other  property  taken  for  such  improvement,  upon  the 
said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  And  provided,  also,  that  if  it  should  become  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  laying  out,  and  forming  or  extend- 
ing, enlarging,  or  otherwise  improving  nny  street  or  public 
place  in  any  part  of  the  snid  city  of  New  York,  not  laid 
out  into  streets,  avenues,  squares  nnd  public  places  by  the 
said  Commissioners  of  Streets  and  Roads  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  nnder  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  last  mentioned  act,  to 
remove  any  building,  or  buildings,  it  shall  and  may  be  law* 
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ful  for  the  said  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  Ai 
ment,  at  their  discretion,  if  they  shall  deem  it  equitable 
and  just  to  do  so,  but  not  otherwise,  to  assess  any  part 
not  exceeding  one-third  part  of  the  estimated  value  of  sach 
building  or  buildings,  upon  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

§  21.  If  any  lands  or  tenements  belonging  to  the  mid 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  or  wherein  they  may 
be  interested,  shall  be  required  for  any  of  the  operations  or 
improvements  authorized  by  the  3d  section  of  this  act,  dt 
shall  be  benefited  by  any  operation  or  improvement  author- 
ized by  this  act,  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonal- 
ty, shall  be  entitled  to  compensation  and  recompense  for 
the  loss  and  damage  they  may  sustain,  and  shall  be  bound 
to  allow  and  pay  for  the  benefit  and  advantage  they  may 
be  deemed  to  acquire  thereby,  in  like  manner  as  other  owners 
and  proprietors  of  lands  and  premises;  and  the  said  Com- 
missioners of  Estimate  and  Assessment,  are  hereby  directed 
in  each  and  every  such  case,  to  estimate  and  asaens  such 
loss  and  damage,  or  benefit  and  advantage,  upon  the  prin- 
ciples and  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned ;  and  to 
report  the  sum  or  sums  which  in  their  opinion  ought  to  be 
allowed  and  paid  to,  or  be  paid  by,  the  said  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty,  for  the  said  loss  and  damage,  or  for 
the  said  benefit  and  advantage,  as  (he  case  may  be,  by  and 
in  consequence  of  any  such  operation  or  improvement. 

§  22.  Tiie  Commissioners  in  making  any  estimate  and 
assessment  for  the  expense  of  any  operation  or  improve- 
ment authorized  by  this  act,  shall  in  no  case  assess  any  real 
estate  more  than  one  half  the  value  thereof,  as  last  valued 
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by  Che  aMessora  of  the  ward  in  which  the  same  may  be 
situated. 

§  23.  In  making  all  assessments  authorized  by  this  act,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Commissioners  to  include  in 
each  assessment  such  just  and  reasonable  amount  as  shall 
be  authorized  by  the  said  Superior  Court,  or  the  said  Com- 
mon Council,  as  the  case  may  be,  for  all  necessary  services 
and  expenses   attending  any    such   assessment,  including 
a  proportionate  share  of  the  salaries  of  the  said  Commis- 
dooers  and  their  clerks.     All  the  moneys  which  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall  pay,  disburse  and 
expend,  or  become  liable  or  bound  to  pay,  disburse  and  ex- 
pend, in  discharge,  or  on  account  of  the  sums  or  estimates 
of  compensation  and  recompense,  that  may  be  reported  by 
the  Commissioners,  in  favor  of  the  respective  persons  and 
parties  deemed  to  be  cniiiled  (hereto;  and  all  such  other 
expenses,  disbursements  and  charges,  also,  as  may  arise  or 
take  place,  by  and  in  consequence  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  in  respect  to  any  operation  or  improvement  authorized 
by  this  act,  shall  be  reimbursed,  and  paid  to  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  by  the  parties  and  persons  in- 
terested and  entitled  as  owners  or  otherwise  unto,  and  in 
the  lands  and  tenements  deemed  to  be  benefited  thereby ; 
but  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  relieve 
the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  from  the  pay- 
ment of  any  assessment  which  may  be  imposed  upon  them, 
on  account  of  property  belonging  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  deemed  to  be  benefited  by  the  improve- 
ment. 

§  24.  The  report  of  any  estimate  and  assessment,  for  any 
operation  or  improvement  authorized  by  any  part  of  this 
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act,  when  completed,  shall,  together  with  the  map  or  maps 
accompanying  the  same,  and  also  all  the  affidavits  and 
other  documents  used  by  the  said  Commissioners  in  prepar- 
ing such  report,  be  deposited  in  the  office  of  said  Commis- 
sioners, for  the  inspection  of  whomsoever  it  may  concern. 

§  25.  The  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Estimate  and 
Assessment,  in  the  case  of  any  operation  or  improveraent| 
referred  to  in  the  3d  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  made  to 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York  ;  and  in  case 
of  any  improvement  referred  to  in  the  1st  and  2d  sections  of 
this  act,  their  report  shall  be  made  to  the  Common  Council 
of  said  city  ;  and  upon  the  coming  in  of  said  reports,  signed 
by  the  said  Commissioners,  the  said  Court  or  Common 
Council  shall,  by  rule  or  order,  after  hearing  any  matter 
which  may  be  alleged  against  the  same,  either  confirm  the 
said  report,  or  refer  the  same  to  the  said  Commissioners  for 
revision  and  correction  ;  and  tiie  said  Commissioners  shall 
return  the  same  report,  corrected  and  revised,  or  a  new  re- 
port made  by  them  in  the  premises,  to  the  said  Court  or 
Common  Council,  as  the  case  may  be,  without  unnecessary 
delay;  and  the  same  being  so  returned,  shall  be  confirmed 
or  again  referred  by  the  said  Court  or  Common  Council,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  as  right  and  justice  shall  require,  and  so 
from  time  to  time,  until  a  report  shall  be  made  or  re- 
turned in  the  premises,  which  the  said  Court  or  Common 
Council  shall  confirm. 

§  26.  Such  reports,  when  so  respectively  confirmed  by 
the  said  court  or  Common  Council,  as  the  case  may  be, 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive,  as  well  upon  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  as 
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upon  the  owners,  lessees,  persons  and  parties  interested  in 
and  entitled  unto  the  lands  and  tenements  mentioned  in 
said  report;  and  also  upon  all  other  persons  whomsoever, 
and  upon  tbe  lands  and  tenements  therein  referred  to  and 
described. 

§  27.  The  said  Commissioners  shall  give  public  notice  of 
the  completion  of  every  estimate  and  assessment,  and  the 
day  on  which  their  report  will  be  presented  for  confirma- 
tion to  the  said  Superior  Court,  or  the  said  Common  Coun- 
cil) as  the  case  may  be,  and  that  the  same  has  been  depos- 
ited in  the  office  of  the  said  Commissioners,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  all  persons  whose  interests  may  be  afTected 
thereby.  Such  notice  shall,  in  the  case  of  an  assessment 
for  any  operation  or  improvement  authorized  by  the  third 
section  of  this  act,  be  published  daily,  in  two  of  the  daily 
newspapers,  printed  and  published  in  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  during  thirty  successive  week  days  ;  and  in  the 
case  of  an  assessment  for  any  of  the  operations  or  improve- 
ments authorized  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  such  notice 
shall  be  published  for' ten  days  in  two  such  daily  newspapers ; 
and  in  all  cases  of  assessments,  a  copy  of  the  notice,  in 
handbills,  shall  be  posted  up  in  three  conspicuous  places 
adjacent  to  the  property  aflfected  by  the  improvement. 

§  28.  The  notice  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  sec- 
tion, shall  also  describe,  in  brief  terms,  the  limits  embraced 
by  the  said  assessment,  and  shall  contain  a  request  for  all 
persons  whose  interests  may  be  aflfected  by  such  estimate 
and  assessment,  and  who  may  be  opposed  to  the  same,  to 
present  their  objections,  in  writing,  to  the  Commissioners, 
within  thirty  days  after  tbe  dale  of  such  notice.  Any  person  or 
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persons  whose  rights  may  be  affected  thereby,  may,  within 
thirty  days  after  the  first  publication  of  said  notice,  state 
his,  her  or  their  objeclions  to  the  same,  in  writing,  to  the 
said  Commissioners,  who  shall,  in  such  case,  reconsider 
their  estimate  and  assessment,  or  ihe  part,  or  parts  thereof, 
so  objected  to  ;  and  in  case  the  same  shall  appear  to  re- 
quire correction,  but  not  otherwise,  they  shall  and  may  cor- 
rect the  same  accordingly ;  and  if,  after  examining  such 
objections,  the  Commissioners  shall  not  deem  it  proper  to 
alter  their  estimate  and  assessment,  or  having  altered  it, 
there  shall  still  be  objections  to  the  same,  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  present  such  objections,  with  their  report  to  the  said 
court,  or  said  Common  Council,  as  the  case  may  be. 

§  29.  Upon  the  application  of  any  person  whose  rights 
may  be  affected  by  any  estimate  or  assessment,  verified  by 
the  oath  or  affirmation  of  such  applicant,  or  of  his  agent, 
stating  that  any  person  residing,  or  being,  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  is  a  material  or  necessary  witness  for 
such  applicant,  and  that  such  person  refuses  voluntarily  to 
app'.^ar  before  the  said  Commissioners,  to  testify  or  affirm  to 
such  matters  as  he  may  know,  touching  such  estimate  and  as- 
sessment, any  one  of  the  justices  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  may  issue  a  subpoena  imder  his  hand,  re- 
quiring such  witness  to  appear  before  said  Commissioners,  at 
their  said  office,  and  testify  to  such  matters,  touching  the  said 
estimate  or  assessment,  at  such  time  as  the  said  justice  may 
designate  in  such  subpcena.  And  every  person  who,  being 
served  with  such  subpoena,  shall,  without  reasonable  cause, 
refuse  or  neglect  to  appear,  or  appearing,  shall  refuse  to 
answer,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  touching  the  mattert 
aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  to  the  party  injured,  one  hundred 
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dollara,  and  may  also  be  committed  to  prison  by  the  justice 
who  issued  such  subpcena — there  to  remain  until  he  shall 
submit  to  answer,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  as  aforesaid. 
The  testimony  of  such  witness,  when  given,  shall  be  re- 
duced to  writing,  in  the  presence  of,  and  be  sworn  or  af- 
firmed to,  before  the  said  Commissioners. 

§  30.  In  any  proceeding  under  and  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
before  the  said  Superior  Court,  or  any  Court  to  which  an 
appeal  may  have  been  made,  all  motions  therein  shall  be 
upon  previous  notice  of  at  least  eight  days,  of  the  time, 
place  and  object  of  such  proceeding  or  motion,  to  all  par- 
ties, or  their  agents,  or  attorneys,  who  may  have  objected 
to  such  estimate  and  assessment,  and  who  shall  reside,  or 
have  a  known  place  of  business  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Service  of  such  notice  shall  be  made  personally  or  by  leaving 
the  same  at  such  residence  or  place  of  business. 

§  31.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty, 
may,  at  any  time  previous  to  the  confirmation  of  any  report 
by  the  said  court,  discontinue  all  further  proceedings  rel- 
ative  to  said  improvement,  without  the  necessity  of  an  ap- 
plication to  said  court  for  leave  so  to  do. 

§  32.  On  the  final  confirmation  of  a  report  in  respect 
to  any  operation  or  improvement  mentioned  in  the  3d 
section  of  this  act,  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Ccm- 
monalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  shall  become  rnd 
be  seized  in  fee  of  all  the  lands  and  tenements  in 
said  report  mentioned,  that  shall  or  may  be  required  for 
such  operation  or  improvement  ;  the  same  to  be  ap- 
propriated, converted  and  used  for  such  said  purpose 
accordingly.    And  thereupon  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
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aod  Commonalty,  or  any  persoa  or  persons  acting  cmder 
their  authority,  may  immediately,  or  at  any  time  or  timeB 
thereafter,  take  possession  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
without  any  suit  or  proceeding  at  law  for  that  purpose. 

§  33.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  shall 
hold  such  street,  avenue,  square,  or  place  in  trust,  never- 
theless, to  be  appropriated  and  kept  open  for  ever,  in  like 
manner  as  the  other  public  streets,  avenues,  squares,  aod 
places  in  the  said  city,  are,  and  of  right  out  to  be ;  Provi- 
ded, that  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  may 
permit  any  building  which  shall  be  either  partly,  or  wholly 
included,  within  the  limits  of  any  such  street,  avenue,  pub- 
lic square,  or  place  laid  out  by  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Streets  and  Roads  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  remain  un« 
removed  for  such  time  or  times,  as  they  shall  think  proper. 
But  no  person  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  any  award  for  loss 
and  damage,  on  account  of  any  such  building  during  the 
period  it  shall  remain  in  the  street,  avenue,  square  or  place 
so  opened,  nor  any  interest  upon  such  award  during  such 
period. 

§  34.  In  all  cases  where  the  whole  of  any  lot  or  parcel 
of  land,  or  other  premises  under  lease,  or  other  contract, 
shall  betaken  for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  sections  of  this  act,  all  the  covenants,  contracts  and  en- 
gagements between  landlord  and  tenant,  or  an>  other  con- 
tracting parties,  touching  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  shall, 
upon  the  confirmation  of  such  report  in  the  premises  res- 
pectively, cease  and  determine,  and  bcal»solutely  discharg- 
ed. And  in  all  cases  where  part  only  of  any  lot  or  parcel 
of  land,  or  oUier  premises  so  under  lease,  or  other  contract 
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■hall  be  so  taken  for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the 
said  3d  section,  all  contracts  nnd  engagements  respecting  the 
same,  shall  upon  the  confirmation  of  such  report  in  the 
premises,  cease,  determine  and  be  absolutely  discharged  as 
to  the  part  thereof  so  taken,  but  shall  remain  valid  nnd  ob- 
ligatory as  to  the  residue  thereof.  And  the  rents,  consid- 
erations and  payments  reserved  or  payable,  and  to  be  paid 
for  or  in  respect  to  the  same,  shall  be  apportioned  so  that 
the  pari  thereof  justly  and  equitably  payable,  or  that 
ought  to  be  paid  for  such  said  residue  thereof,  and  no  more 
sbaii  be  demanded  or  paid,  or  recoverable  for,  or  in  respect 
of  the  same. 

§  35.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  may 
by  ordinance  or  resolution  suspend  the  opening,  enlarging, 
altering  or  otherwise  improving  of  any  street,  road,  avenue, 
or  public  place,  for  such  time  or  times  as  they  may  think 
proper,  not  exceeding  fifteen  months  in  the  whole,  after  the 
confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  said  Commissioners  of 
Estimate  and  Assessment.  And  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty,  shall  within  four  calendar  months,  after 
the  time  so  fixed  by  them  for  carrying  into  effect  such  im- 
provement., pay  to  the  respective  persons  and  bodies  politic 
or  corporate,  mentioned  or  referred  to  in  tiie  said  report,  in 
whose  favor  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  shall  have  been  es- 
timated and  reported  by  the  said  Commissioners,  the  re- 
spective sum  or  sums  so  estimated  and  reported  in  their  fa- 
vor respectively. 

§  36.  In  case  of  neglect  or  default  in  the  payment  of  the 
sum  or  sums,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  the  respective  person 
or  persons,  or  party  or  parties,  in  whose  favor  the  same  shall 
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have  been  80  reported,  his,  her  or  their  executors,  admiais* 
trators  or  successors,  at  any  time  or  times  after  applicalioa 
first  made  by  him,  her  or  them,  to  the  said  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonahy  in  Common  Council  convened,  for 
payment  thereof,  may  sue  for  and  recover  the  same,  with 
lawful  interest,  from  and  after  the  said  application  therefor, 
and  the  costs  of  suit  in  any  proper  form  of  action  against 
the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  in  any  conrt 
having  cognizance  thereof,  and  in  which  it  shall  be  suffi- 
cient 10  declare,  generally,  for  so  much  money  due  to  the 
plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  therein,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  for  pre- 
mises taken  for  the  purposes  herein  mentioned ;  and  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  to  give  any  special 
matter  in  evidence  in  such  action.    And  this  act  and  the  re- 
port of  the  said  Commissioners,  with  proof  of  the  right  and 
title  of  the  plaintiff  or  plaintiffs  to  the  sum  or  sums  de- 
manded, shall  be  conclusive  evidence  in  such  suit  or  ac- 
tion* 

§  37.  Whenever  the  owners  and  proprietors  of  any  such 
lands,  tenements,  hereditaments  and  premises  so  taken  for 
any  of  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  the  party  or  parties,  per- 
son or  persons  interested  therein,  or  any  or  either  of  them, 
in  whose  favor  any  such  sum  or  sums,  or  compensation, 
shall  have  been  so  reported,  shall  be  under  the  age  of 
iwent  y- one  years,  non  compos  mentis  feme  covert,  or  absent 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  also  in  all  cases  where  the 
name  or  names  of  the  owner  or  owners,  parlies  or  persons, 
entitled  unto  or  interested  in  the  lands,  tenements,  heredi- 
taments or  premises  that  may  be  so  taken,  for  any  of  the 
purposes  aforesaid,  shall  not  be  set  forth  or  mentioned  in 
the  said  report,  or  where  the  said  owners,  parties  or  per- 
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•cms  respectively,  being  named  therein,  cannot,  upon  dili- 
gent inquiry  be  found,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor 
Aldermen  and  Comraonalfy  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  men* 
tioned  in  the  said  report  payable,  or  that  would  \ye  coming 
to  such  owners,  proprietors,  parties  and  persons  respective- 
ly, to  the  Chamberlain  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be  se- 
cured, disposed  'of  and  improved,  as  the  snid  Superior 
Court  shall  direct,  and  such  payment  shall  be  as  valid  and 
eflTectual,  in  all  respects,  as  if  made  to  the  said  owners,  pro- 
prietors, parties  and  persons  respectively  themselves,  ac- 
cording to  their  just  rights,  if  they  had  been  known  and 
had  all  been  present,  of  full  age,  dis  covert  and  compos 
mentis.  Upon  payment  of  any  such  sum  or  sums  to  the 
said  Chamberlain,  the  Street  Commissioner  or  other  officer 
of  the  Corporation  of  said  city,  by  whom  such  payment 
shall  be  made,  shall  forthwith  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
said  Superior  Court. 

38.  In  every  case  where  any  such  sum  or  sums,  or  com- 
pensation, so  reported  by  the  said  Commissioners,  in  favor 
of  any  p*>rson  or  persons,  or  parly  or  parties  whatsoever, 
whether  named  or  not  named  in  the  said  report,  shall  be 
paid  to  any  person  or  persons,  or  party  or  parties  whomso- 
ever, when  the  same  shall  of  right  belong,  and  ought  to 
have  been  paid  to  some  other  person  or  persons,  or  party  or 
psnies,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  or  persons,  party  or 
parties,  to  whom  the  same  ought  to  have  been  paid,  to  sue 
for  and  recover  the  same,  with  lawful  interest  and  costs  of 
suit,  as  so  much  money  had  and  received  to  his,  her  or 
their  use,  by  the  person  or  persons,  party  or  parties  respect- 
ively to  whom  the  same  shall  have  been  paid. 
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§  39.  In  case  the  awards  and  expenses  should  in  any 
case  of  an  estimate  and  assessment  confirmed  by  the  mid 
court,  be  found  to  exceed  the  amount  that  may  be 
upon  the  parties  and  persons,  lands  and  tenements, 
by  the  Commissioners  in  the  premises  for  the  benefits  arising 
from  any  operation  or  improvement  mentioned  in  the  3d 
section  of  this  act,  such  excess,  together  with  the  charges 
for  the  collection  of  the  hereinafter-mentioned  assessment 
shall,  and  may  be  estimated  and  assessed  upon,  and  among 
all  the  owners  and  occupants  and  parties  seized  or  possessed 
ofy  or  interested  in  the  lands  and  tenements,  not  included  in 
the  report  of  said  Commissioners,  but  which  may  be  bene- 
fited by  the  said  improvement,  in  proportion,  as  nearly  as 
may  be,  to  the  advantage  which  each  may  be  deemed  to 
acquire  thereby.  And  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  may  refer  it  to  the  said  Commissioners  to  make 
such  estimate  and  assessment ;  and  the  said  Commissioners, 
after  having  made  such  estimate  and  assessment,  shall  certify 
the  same  and  make  a  report  thereof  in  writing,  to  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  and  the  same  when 
ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Common  Council  of  said  city, 
shall  be  binding  and  conclusive  upon  the  parties  and  persons 
so  assessed  respectively,  and  upon  all  other  persons  whom- 
soever, in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  included  in 
the  estimate  and  assessment  confirmed  by  the  said  court, 
provided  however,  that  no  part  of  such  said  jsums  so  to  be 
estimated  and  assessed  by  the  said  Commissioners,  shall 
be  assessed  upon  any  party  or  persons  whomsoever,  for,  or 
on  account  of  any  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  or  pre- 
mises included  in  the  aforesaid  report  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Estimate  and  Assessment,  confirmed  by  the  said  court. 
But  if  any  such  party  or  person  shall  be  entitled  unto,  or 
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ioteraHed  id,  any  other  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments, 
or  premises,  not  ineluded  in  the  aforesaid  report,  confirmed 
by  said  court,  and  which  may  be  deemed  to  be  benefited 
4UI  aforesaid,  such  party  or  person  shall  be  assessed  therefor, 
ia  proportion  to  the  advantage  deemed  to  be  acquired  in 
fefpeet  to  the  same. 

« 

§  40.  In  any  case  in  which  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Cdmmonalty  shall  have  determined  to  alter  the  regulation 
of  any  street  or  avenue,  or  other  public  place,  already 
•graded,  in  accordance  with  a  previously  established  regula- 
tion, the  said  Commissioners  shall,  in  making  their  assess- 
iDent  for  the  expense  of  such  regrading,  in  accordance  with 
such  new  r^ulaiion,  take  into  consideration  the  loss  and 
damage  which  may  be  sustained  by  the  owner  or  proprietor 
of  any  lot  or  piece  of  land,  or  building  or  improvements 
thereon,  afiected  by  such  regrading,  and  include  the  same 
in  the  amount  of  such  assessment,  as  a  part  of  the  expense 
of  making  such  improvement.  And  the  amount  of  such 
loss  and  damage,  shall  be  awarded  and  paid  to  the  owner 
or  owners  of  such  lands  and  tenements,  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  other  awards  for  loss  or  damage  mentioned  in  this  act. 
And  all  the  provisions  of  this  act  relating  to  such  other 
awards,  shall  apply  to  the  awards  authorized  to  be  made 
by  virtue  of  this  section  • 

§  41.  The  amount  of  every  expense  which  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall  have  incurred,  by  or  with 
respect  to  any  improvement  or  operation,  and  the  amount  of 
every  assessment,  authorized  by  any  part  of  this  act,  from 
the  date  of  the  confirmation  thereof,  shall  be  a  lien  and 
real  incumbrance  upon  the  houses  and  lots  and  other  lands, 
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in  respect  to  which  such  expense  shall  have  been. incurred, 
or  such  assessment  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  raade^  and 
shall  bear  lawful  interest  until  paid,  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  preference  over  all  other  incumbrances  upon  the  same. 
And  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall 
have  full  power,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  levy  and  col* 
lect  every  assessment  authorized  by  any  part  of  this  act, 
with  lawful  interest,  as  aforesaid,  and  all  reasonable  costs 
and  expenses  attending  such  proceedings,  by  distress  and 
sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  proprietors  or  oc- 
cupants of  the  property,  upon,  or  by  reason  of  which, 
any  sum  of  sums  shall  have  been  assessed ;  or  the  pay* 
ment  thereof,  with  lawful  interest  and  costs  of  suit,  may  be 
enforced  in  like  manner,  as  if  the  said  houses  and  lots,  or 
other  lands,  were  morignged  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty  for  the  payment  thereof.  The  moneys 
collected  on  such  assessments  shall  be  respectively  applied 
towards  the  expense  of  making  the  operations  or  improve- 
ments for  which  the  assessments  were  respectively  laid. 
The  suid  lien  upon  any  lands  or  tenements,  on  account  of 
any  expense  or  assessment  authorized  by  any  part  of  this 
act,  shall  not  be  impaired  or  affected  by  reason  of  any  mis- 
nomer or  mis-description  of  the  owner  or  owners,  occupant 
or  occupants  of  any  such  lands  or  tenements,  or  of  any 
party  or  parties  interested  in  or  entitled  thereunto. 

§42.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  may, 
in  lieu  of  the  proceedings  authorized  in  the  last  preceding 
section,  recover  from  the  owner  or  owners,  occupant  or  oc- 
cupants, of  the  respective  lands  and  tenements  assessed, 
the  respective  sums  or  assessments,  with  such  lawful 
interest  as   aforesaid,  and  costs  of  suit,  or  from  any  or 
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eiiber  of  the  said  parties  without  joining  any  other,  or 
ocbers,  of  them,  by  action,  in  which  it  shall  be  sufficient 
to  claim  generally  for  so  much  money  due  to  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  by  virtue  of  this  act ; 
and  any  matter  may  be  given  in  evidence  under  such  gen- 
eral declaration  :  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  affect  any  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant,  or 
any  other  contracting  parties,  respecting  the  payment  of 
any  such  assessment  or  charges  ;  but  they  shall  be  answer- 
able to  each  other  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  provisions 
in  this  act  contained,  concerning  the  same,  had  never  been 
made.  And  if  any  money  so  assessed,  be  paid  by, 
or  collected  or  recovered  from  any  person  or  ]>erson8 
when  by  agreement,  or  by  law,  the  same  ought  to  have 
been  borne  or  paid  by  some  other  person  or  persons,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  person  or  persons  paying  the  same, 
or  from  whom  the  same  shall  be  recovered  by  distress,  suit 
or  otherwise,  to  sue  for  and  recover  the  money  so  paid  by, 
or  recovered  from  him  or  them,  with  interest  and  costs,  as 
so  much  money  paid  for  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons, 
who  ought  to  have  paid  the  same ;  and  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners,  with  proof  of  payment,  shall  be  conclu- 
sive evidence  in  such  suit* 

§  43.  Whenever  any  assessment  upon  any  lands  and  ten- 
ements in  the  said  city,  hath  heretofore  been,  or  hereafter 
shall  be  made  and  confirmed,  according  to  law,  and  the 
amount  of  such  assessment  hath  not  been,  or  shall  not  be 
collected  ;  and  any  person  authorized  by  the  said  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  to  receive  and  collect  the 
the  same,  shall  make  affidavit  of  his  demanding  the  money 
two  several  times  of  the  person  or  persons  assessed,  who 
may  reside  in  said  city,  and  of  at  least  two  of  the  oc- 
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cupantfl  thereof  (if  the  same  be  occDpied)  and^^bat  they 
have  neglected  or  refused  to  pay  the  same,  or  shall  make 
affidavit  that  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  such  lands  or  ten- 
ements, cannot  upon  diligent  enquiry,  be  found  in  the  said 
city,  and  that  he  has  made  such  demands  of  such  occa- 
pants,  then,  and  in  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfal 
for  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  or  the 
Street  Commissioner  of  said  city,  to  take  order  for  advertia- 
ing  the  said  lands  and  tenements,  or  any  of  them  for  sale. 
And.it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Street  Commissioner  to 
advertise  all  the  said  lands  and  tenements  lying  contiguous  to 
each  other,  and  belonging  to  the  same  owner,  unless  front- 
ing on  different  streets  or  avenues,  in  one  parcel,  nnless 
otherwise  requested  by  such  owners. 

§  44.  The  advertisement  or  notice  of  such  sale  shall  be 
published  once  in  each  week,  for  three  months,  in  at  least 
ten  of  the  daily  newspapers  printed  and  published  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  (provided  such  number  be  published 
during  such  period)  one  of  which,  shall  contain  a  par- 
ticular and  detailed  statement  of  the  property  to  be  sold 
for  assessments;  or  the  said  detailed  statement  shall  be 
printed  in  a  pamphlet,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Street 
Commissioner,  in  which  case  the  pamphlet  shall  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Street  Commissioner's  officfi^ia  tlie  city  of  New 
York,  and  also  with  the  Receiver  'Taxes,  and  shall  be  deliv- 
ered to  any  person  applying  '*  -.  The  advertismentor 
notice  provided  for  in  thi*-^*"®"^^'^*  ■::^pect  to  the  sale  of 
premises  as  aforesaid,  shi  J.  ^"^"S^CliK?  that  the  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  assessment  a*;  ownership  of  the  property  assess- 
ed, is  published  in  one  oi  the  daily  newspapers,  naming  the 
same,  or  in  a  pamphlet,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  w^here  the 


968  (Doc.  No.  18. 

pamphle  i  are  deposited,  to  be  delivered  to  any  person  ap- 
plying for  the  same. 

§  45.  By  such  advertisement,  the  owner  or  owners  of 
such  lands  and  tenements,  respectively,  shall  be  required  to 
pay  the  amount  of  such  assessments  so  remaining  unpaid, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  seven  per 
cent,  per  anDum,from  the  time  of  the  confirmation  thereof, 
to  the  time  of  payment,  with  the  charges  of  such  notice  and 
advertisement,  to  the  person  appointed  by  the  Mayor,  Al 
derinen  and  Commonalty  to  collect  the  same  ;  and  notice 
shall  be  given  by  such  advertisement,  that  if  default  shall 
be  made  in  such  payment,  such  lands  and  tenements  will 
be  sold  at  public  auction,  at  a  day  and  place  therein  to  be 
specified,  for  the  lowest  term  of  years,  at  which  any  person 
or  persons  shall  offer  to  take  the  same,  in  consideration  of 
advancing  the  said  assessments  and  the  interest  thereon,  as 
aforesaid,  to  the  time  of  sale,  together  with  the  charges 
of  the  above  mentioned  notice  and  advertisement,  and  all 
other  costs  and  charges  accrued  thereon. 

§46.  If,  notwithstanding  such  notice,  the  owner  or 
owners  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  such  assessment  with 
interest  as  aforesaid,  and  the  chai|uss  attending  such  notice 
and  advertisement,  then  it  shall  r^Naay  be  lawful  to  and 
for  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermeir^^^^  ^  commonalty,  or  the 
Street  Commissioner  of  said  cif^^*^^'  ause  such  lands  and 
tenements  to  be  sold  at  public  "*^.&on  for  a^term  of  years 
for  the  purpose,  and  in  the  ma'iii  ^V,  expressed  in  the  said 
advertisement,  and  such  sale  shall  be  made  on  the  day  for 
that  purpose  mentioned  in  said  advertisement,  and  shall  be 
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coDtiniied  from  time  to  time,  if  necessary,  until  all  the  lands 
and  tenements  so  advertised  shall  be  sold. 

§  47.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall 
give  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  of  any  such  lands  and 
tenements  a  certificate,  in  writing,  describing  the  lands  and 
tenements  so  purchased,  the  term  of  years  for  which  the 
same  shall  have  been  sold,  the  sum  paid  therefor,  and  the 
time  when  the  purchaser  will  be  entitled  to  a  lease  for  the 
said  lands  and  tenements. 

§  4S.  The  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  or  said 
Street  Commissioner,  shall  give  notice  of  such  sale,  having 
been  made,  in  such  form  as  they,  or  said  Street  Commission- 
er of  said  city  may  deem  best  calculated  for  the  purpose,  by 
publishing  the  same  in  one  of  the  daily  newspapers,  printed 
and  published  in  ihe  city  of  New  York,  at  least  twice  in  each 
week,  for  six  weeks  successively  ;  and  that  unless  the  lands 
and  tenements  sold  be  redeemed  by  a  certain  day,  they  would 
be  conveyed  to  the  purchaser.  The  first  publication  of 
such  notice  shall  be  made  at  least  six  months  before  the 
expiration  of  two  years  after  any  such  sale. 

§  49.  If  the  person  claiming  title  to  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments, or  some  one,  on  his  or  her  behalf,  shall  not,  within 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  aforementioned  certificate, 
pay  to  the  Street  Commissioner  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
for  the  use  of  the  purchaser,  his  executor,  administrators  or 
assigns,  the  sum  mentioned  in  such  certificate,  together 
with  the  interest  thereof,  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  per  cent, 
per  annum,  from,  the  date  of  such  certificate ;  and  also,  the 
cost  of  the  redemption  notice  or  advertisement,  for  the  use 
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of  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty — the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  shall,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  said  two  years  from  the  time  of  sale,  execute  to  the 
purchaser,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  a  lease, 
under  the  common  seal  of  the  said  city,  of  the  lands  and  ten- 
ements so  sold,  for  such  term  of  years  as  the  same  shall  have 
have  been  sold  ;  and  such  lease  shall  be  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  sale  was  regular,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

§  50.  Such  certificates  of  sale  shall  be  made  and  deliv- 
ered  to  the  purchasers,  without  charge.  No  charge  shall 
be  included  in  ihe  amount  for  which  the  property  shall 
be  sold  for  the  second  advertisement  and  lease,  but 
the  expense  of  the  former  shall  be  paid  by  the  owner 
at  the  time  of  redeeming,  or  by  the  purchaser  when 
be  shall  receive  a  lease.  The  expense  of  drawing  and 
executing  a  lease  shall  be  paid  by  the  purchaser,  at  the 
time  of  receiving  tlie  same,  and  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  fifty  cents. 

§  51.  The  rate  of  interest  to  be  allowed  to  the  purcha- 
ser, at  the  time  of  redemption,  on  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  shall  be  fourteen  per  cent,  per  annum  ;  but  no 
interest  shall  be  calculated  upon  a  less  portion  of  time  than 
one  quarter  of  a  year ;  and  in  all  cases  where  the  property 
shall  be  redeemed  during  any  fractional  part  of  a  year,  the 
interest  shall  be  calculated  so  as  to  include  the  quarter  in 
which  such  redemption  simll  be  made  ;  the  time  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  day  of  sale. 

§  52.  In  all  cases  where  pieces,  parcels,  or  lots  of  land 
shall  have  been  sold  for  assessments,  and  any  person^shall 
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claim,  to  redeem  any  portion  of  the  same  within  the  tinM 
limited  for  redemption,  he  shall  be  permitted  to  do  so,  on 
paying  an  apportionment  of  the  assessment,  for  which  the 
property  was  sold  ;  together  with  the  interest  on  the  samei 
and  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  expenses.  The  appor- 
tionment to  be  made  by  the  Street  Commissioner. 

§  53.  Nothing  contained  in  the  43d  section  of  this 
act,  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  Street  Commissioner 
from  selling  separately,  any  houses  and  lots,  or  other  lands, 
lying  contiguous  to  each  other,  and  belonging  to  the  same 
owner,  which  shall  have  been  advertised  in  one  parcel ; 
and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  same  separately,  as 
the  same  may  have  been  assessed. 


§  54.  In  all  cases  of  lands  or  tenements  sold  for 
ments  in  the  said  city,  and  conveyed  in  the  man- 
ner hereinbefore  provided,  the  grantee  to  whom  the  same 
shall  have  been  conveyed,  or  the  person  claiming  under 
him,  shall  serve  a  written  notice  on  the  person  last  assessed 
as  owner  of  such  lands  or  tenements,  if  he  shall  reside  or  have 
a  place  of  business  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  upon  the  per- 
son occupying  such  lands  or  tenements,  in  case  of  occupancy, 
stating  in  substance  the  sale  and  conveyance,  the  person  to 
whom  made,  and  the  amount  of  consideration  money  men- 
tioned in  the  conveyance,  with  the  addition  of  forty-two 
per  cent,  on  such  amount  as  the  said  lands  or  tenements 
were  struck  off  for,  at  the  time  of  the  sale  ;  and  the  further 
addition  of  the  sum  paid  for  the  lease,  and  advertisement ; 
and  stating  also,  that  unless  such  consideration  money  and 
the  said  forty-two  per  cent.,  together  with  the  sum  paid  for 
the  lease  and  advertisement,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Street 
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Commiiiicmery  for  the  benefit  of  the  purchaser,  or  his 
assignee,  within  six  months  after  the  service  of  such  notice, 
that  the  said  conveyance  will  become  absolute,  and  the 
owner  and  the  occupant,  and  all  others  interested  in  the 
said  lands  or  tenements,  be  barred  from  all  right  or  title 
thereto,  during  the  term  of  years  for  which  such  lands  or 
tenements  shall  have  been  conveyed.  Such  hoticc  shall 
be  served  personally,  or  by  leaving  the  same  at  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  the  occupant  or  person  last  assessed  as  owner, 
with  any  person  of  suitable  age  or  discretion,  belonging  to 
his  family  • 

§56.  The  person  who  shall  have  been  last  assessed,  as 
owner,  by  the  assessors  of  the  ward  in  which  the  property 
shall  be  situate  at  the  time  when  such  notice  shall  be 
actually  given  by  such  grantee,  shall  be  deemed  the  person 
last  assessed  as  owner,  in  the  meaning  of  this  act. 

§  66.  The  owner  or  occupant,  or  any  other  person,  may, 
at  any  time  within  the  six  months  mentioned  in  such  no- 
tice, redeem  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  by  paying  such 
purchase  money,  with  the  addition  of  forty-two  per  cent, 
thereon,  and  the  amount  that  shall  have  been  paid  for  the 
lease  and  redemption  notice  ;  and  every  such  redemption 
shall  be  as  effectual  as  if  made  before  the  ^conveyance  of 
the  lands  or  tenements  sold. 

§  57.  In  every  case,  the  lessee,  or  the  person  claiming 
under  him,  in  order  to  complete  his  title  to  the  land  con- 
veyed, shall  file  with  the  Street  Commissioner  the  affidavit 
of  some  person,  who  shall  be  certified  as  credible  by  the 
officer  before  whom  such  affidavit  shall  be  taken,  that  such 
notice  as  is  above  required  was  duly  served,  specifying  the 
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mode  and  time  of  service ;  and  a  copy  of  such  notice  shall 
be  attached  thereto. 


^  68.  If  the  Street  Commissioner  shall  be  satisfied  by  such 
affidavit,  that  the  notice  has  been  duly  served,  and  if  the 
moneys  required  to  be  paid  for  the  redemption  of  such  land 
or  tenements  shall  not  have  been  paid,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, he  shall  certify  to  the  fact,  and  the  conveyance  shall 
thereupon  become  absolute,  and  (he  owner  or  occupant,  and 
all  others  interested  in  the  said  lands  or  tenements,  shall  be 
barred  of  all  right  and  title  thereto  during  the  term  of  years 
for  vehich  the  same  shall  have  been  conveyed.  And  such 
grantee  or  grantees,  his,  her,  or  their  executors,  administra- 
tors and  assigns,  shall,  by  virtue  thereof,  and  of  this  act, 
lawfull^^  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  lands  and  tenements  in 
the  said  lease  mentioned,  for  his,  her  or  their  own  proper 
use,  against  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  and  all  claiming 
under  him,  her  or  them,  until  the  term  in  such  lease  men- 
tioned shall  be  fully  complete  and  ended. 

§  69.  The  lessee  or  lessees,  his,  her,  or  their  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  remove 
all  the  buildings  and  materials  which  he,  she,  or  they  shall 
erect  or  place  thereon,  during  the  said  term,  within  one 
month  after  the  expiration  of  said  term  ;  but  leaving  the 
lands  and  tenements,  with  the  streets  fronting  the  same,  in 
the  order  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Conunon 
Council. 

^  60.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Commonalty,  to  take  and  pursue  all,  or  either,  or  any 
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of  the  remedies  authorized  by  this  act,  for  the  collection  of 
any  assessmeDt  imposed  by  virtue  thereof. 

§  61.  Id  all  cases  where  mortgngees,  owners,  or  lessees  of 
real  estate  sold  for  any  assessment  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
their  assignees,  personal  representatives,  or  persons  other- 
wise interested  in  the  lands  or  tenements  so  sold,  shall  61e 
in  the  Register's  office  of  said  city,  within  twcnty-onc  months 
after  such  sale,  a  me  morn  nd  urn  of  such  mortgage,  fee,  or 
lease,  containing  a  brief  abstract,  designating  the  property, 
with  the  street  number,  (if  there  \)c  one,)  or  such  other  de- 
finite description  or  diagram,  as  will  enable  the  Street  Com- 
missioner to  designate  the  said  premises  upon  the  ward  maps 
of  the  city,  or  assessment  maps,  with  the  name  and  resi- 
dence of  such  mortgagee,  owner,  lessee,  assignee  or  p.Tsonal 
representative,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Street  Commis- 
sioner, within  twenty-two  months  after  such  sale,  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  such  mortgagees,  owners,  lessees  or  persons 
otherwise  interested,  their  assignees  or  personal  representa- 
tives, by  sending  to  them  a  statement  of  tlieir  property  sold, 
or  a  printed  list,  describing  all  the  real  estate  sold  for  assess- 
ments and  unredeemed.  Such  statement  or  printed  list 
shall  name  the  street  or  avenue  on  which  tjie  property  may 
be  situated,  the  side  of  the  street  or  avenue,  and  between 
what  streets  or  avenues,  with  the  map  or  street  numbers  of 
the  property,  and  in  whose  name  assessed,  together  with 
the  term  of  years  and  amount  for  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  sold,  and  the  day  or  days  on  which  the  time  limited 
for  the  redemption  of  the  property  will  expire,  with  a  no- 
tice, that  unless  the  property  shall  be  redeemed,  on  or  by 
such  days,  by  the  payment  of  the  sums  for  which  the  same 
was  sold,  with  all  interest  and  expenses  allowed  by  law. 
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that  leases  will  be  given  to  the  purchatera,  in  aecordaaca 
with  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided :  and  it 
shall  not  be  necessary  for  the  Street  Commissioner  to  give 
any  other  or  further  notice  to  the  persons  aforesaid  than  is 
in  this  section  provided  • 

§  62.  Such  notice  shall  be  given  by  putting  the  same  in 
the  post  office,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  directed  to  such 
owners,  mortgagee,  lessee,  assignee  or  personal  representa- 
tives, with  such  description  and  place  of  residence  as  shall 
be  contained  in  such  memorandum. 

§  63.  An  affidavit  of  the  service  of  such  notice  as  is  above 
required  made  before  any  officer  authorized  to  take  affidavits, 
to  be  read  in  a  court  of  record,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
said  Register  of  Deeds,  or  a  certified  copy  thereof,  under  the 
signature  of  such  register,  shall  be  evidence  of  the  fact  of 
the  service  of  such  notice. 

§  64.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Register  of  Deeds, 
to  keep  in  his  office  a  book,  alphabetically  arranged,  for  the 
registering  of  all  such  memorandums  as  aforesaid,  which 
book  sliall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  person  desiring  to 
examine  the  same.  The  said  Register  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  twcuty-five  cents  for  registering  each  memorandum 
as  above  provided. 

§  65.  Mortgagees  or  their  assignees,  or  their  personal  rep- 
resentatives, who  shall  redeem  the  property  sold  from  the 
eflfect  of  such  sale,  shall  have  a  lien  on  such  property  for  the 
amount  paid,  with  the  interest,  which  may  thereafter  ac- 
crue thereon,  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annvim,  in 
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Ilka  manner,  as  if  the  same  badil  been  included  in  such 
mortgage. 

§  66.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Street  Commissioner  of 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  any  sale  of  lands  or  tenements 
for  assessments  in  the  said  city,  authorized  by  this  act,  to  bid 
in  for  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the^said  city, 
every  lot  of  land  and  premises  by  them  put  up,  for  which  no 
person  shall  otfer  to  hid,  and  certificates  of  such  sale  shall  be 
made  by  the  said  Street  Commissioner,  which  shall  describe 
the  lands  purchased,  and  s[)ecify  the  term  of  years  for  which 
the  same  shall  iiave  been  sold,  and  the  time  when  the  said 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  will  he  entitled  to  a 
lease  of  such  lands  and  tenements.  Such  purchases  shall  be 
labject  to  the  same  right  of  redemption  as  purchases  by  in* 
dividnals  ;  and  if  the  lands  or  tenements  sold  shall  not  be 
redeemed,  or  shall  not  have  been  assigned  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided, the  said  Street  Commissioner  shall  execute  a  lease 
therefor,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  in  him  vested  by  this 
act,  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  in  the 
same  form  and  with  the  same  effect  as  in  the  cases  of  leases 
to  individuals. 

§  67.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Street  Commission- 
er, in  all  cases  of  purchases  of  land  by  the  said  Mayor,  Al- 
dermen and  Commonalty  for  assessments,  to  assign  any  and 
all  of  such  purchases  to  any  person  who  shall,  at  any  time 
within  one  year  from  the  time  when  such  purchases  were 
made,  offer  to  take  the  same  upon  their  paying  to  the  said 
Street  Commissioner,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty,  the  purchase  money,  with  seven 
per  cent,  interest  thereon. 
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§  68.  The  persons  receiving  the  assignments  mentioned 
in  the  last  preceding  section,  shcdl  be  entitled,  upon  the 
redemption  of  the  property,  to  receive  the  amount  paid  by 
them  to  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty,  with 
interest,  from  the  time  of  such  payment,  at  the  same  rate, 
and  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  they  had  purchased  the  pro- 
perty at  a  sale  for  assessments. 

§  69.  In  all  cases  of  lands  and  premises  purchased  by  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  for  assessments,  in  which' 
the  same  shall  not  have  been  assigned,  as  provided  in  the 
67th  section  of  in  this  act,  any  person  may  redeem  the  same 
previous  to  the  time  when  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty shall  be  entitled  to  a  lease  of  such  lands  and  pre- 
mises by  paying,  in  the  manner  provided  by  this  act,  for 
the  use  of  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty, 
the  purchase  money,  with  seven  per  cent,  interest  thereon, 
together  with  any^  expense  which  shall  have  accrued  since 
the  sale. 


DOCVIHENT    IVo.    14. 


BOARD    OF    ALDEEMEN, 


JANUARY  22,  1851. 


The  following  ordinance  was  presented  by  Alderman  Shaw, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


AN  ORDINANCE 


TO   ESTABLISH    A    BDBEAU    IN    THE    STBEET   COMMISSIONEB's 


_  .-  » 


DEPARTMENT. 


§  1.  There  shall  be  a  bureau  in  the  Street  Commissioner's 
Department,  to  be  called  ^^  The  Bureau  of  Railroads,"  the 
kcad  of  which  shall  be  called  the  Superintendent  of  Rail- 
fcads,  who  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  making,  regulating 
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and  repairing  such  railroads  as  my  be  ordered  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  and  of  performing  such  duties  in  relation  to 
railroads  already  eslahlished  by  law,  as  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, from  time  to  time,  may  by  ordinance  direct. 

§  2.  Before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  the 
Superintendent  of  Railroads  shall  execute  a  bond  to  the 
Corporation,  with  one  or  more  surities,  to  be  approved 
by  the  Comptroller,  in  the  penal  sum  of  thousand 

dollars,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  du- 
ties of  his  office. 

§  3.  He  shall  make  all  estimates  required  for  the  con- 
struction of  such  railroads  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Com- 
mon Council,  oversee  and  superintend  the  building  of  the 
same;  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  moneys  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  and  report  the  same,  under  oath,  to  the 
Comptroller,  once  in  each  month ;  all  expenditures  for  la- 
bor and  materials  in  the  construction  of  railroads,  shall  be 
made  under  contracts,  to  be  submitted  to  and  approved  of  by 
the  Common  Council.  And  it  shall  be  his  duty,  generally, 
to  execute  the  ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  Common 
Council,  applicable  to  railroads.  .* 

§  4.  When  a  railroad  shall  be  ordered  to  be  built  over  a 
line  of  streets,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to 
report  to  the  Common  Council  the  length  of  the  line,  the 
form  of  the  rail  best  adapted  to  the  line ;  the  mode  of 
building;  the  amount  of  materials,  and  the  probable  cost; 
the  probable  amount  of  travel  over  the  same,  and  all  such 
other  facts  as  may  enable  the  Common  Council  to  judge  of 
the  expediency  of  prosecuting  the  work.     And  when  ih6 
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road  shall  be  determined  on,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  adver- 
tise for  proposals  for  building  the  same,  upon  specifications 
approved  by  the  Common  Council.  And  when  the  rail- 
road shall  be  completed  and  accepted  by  him,  it  shall  be  his 
duty  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  equiping  and  using  the 
same,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  Common 
Council  may  determine ;  but  in  any  offers  which  shall  be 
made  for  the  use  of  said  roads  preference  shall  be  given  in  all 
cases  in  the  offers  so  made,  to  persons  interested  in  any  lines  of 
omnibus  injuriously  effected  by  the  building  of  said  road. 


DO€VMEIVT   No.     IS. 


BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  22,  185U 


The  following  report  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board,  with 
ordinance  modifying  the  water  rates,  was  received,  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


To  the  Honorable  t/ie  Common  Council 

of  tfie   City  of  Jfew  York. 

The  Croton  Aqueduct  Department  in  reply  to  a  resolution 
of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  ''  That  it  be  referred  to  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  to  report  to  this  Board  such 
modifications  and  amendments  to  the  present  Croton  water 
rates  as  may  be  deemed  advisable,  to  still  further  equalize 
the  burthens  of  such  taxation,  as  soon  as  convenient," 
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RESPECTFULLY  PRESENT 

The  accompanying  ordinance  reducing  the  rales  charged 
for  Croton  water. 

In  the  changes  and  modifications  submitted,  the  depart- 
ment has  sought  to  remedy  such  objections  to  the  existing 
scale,  as  their  short  experience  of  its  operation  has  most 
prominently  disclosed; — this  has  shown  that  dwelling 
houses  have  hitherto  borne  the  heaviest  part  of  the  burthen, 
and  on  these  a  reduction  biis  been  made  throughout, — 
bringing  the  charges  down  to  a  point  lower  than  at  any 
previous  period  since  the  introduction  o(  the  water,  and  as 
low  as  the  average  of  rates  in  Boston,  notwithstanding  the 
cost  of  the  works  there  has  been  but  one-third  of  the  sum 
paid  here  to  introduce  our  supply. 

A  reduction  has  also  been  made  in  the  charge  for  horses 
at  omnibus,  livery,  and  private  stables  ;  this  has  been  done 
in  consequence  of  a  prohibition  issued  by  the  department, 
forbidding  the  use  of  a  hose  in  washing  off  carriages,  and 
playing  on  horses'  legs,  heretofore  one  of  the  most  annoying 
and  striking  sources  of  waste  ;  leaving  the  proprietors  to  use 
as  much  water  as  they  please,  in  the  old  mode  of  washing 
with  brooms  and  sponges.  ' 

The  charge  for  persons  beyond  fifteen,  as  a  family  occu- 
pying a  house,  has  also  been  reduced  one-half,  bringing  it 
down  to  twenty-five  cents  each,  for  the  persons  composing 
the  additional  families, — the  efifect  of  which  will  be  to 
reheve  the  poorer  classes  essentially.  The  department 
would  gladly  have  mitigated  even  this  charge,  were  it  not 
that  it  would  oflTer  a  direct  premium  to  the  cupidity  of  land- 
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lords  by  inducing  them  to  crowd  into  a  single  house,  or  upon 
one  lot,  an  amount  of  population  seriously  endangering  the 
public  health,  as  well  as  tliat  of  the  inmates, — a  practice 
which  has  heretofore  been  carried  to  an  extent  almost  in- 
credible. 

In  the  olher  items  of  miscellaneous  rates  it  is  not  deemed 
expedient  at  present  to  make  any  changes.  By  the  existing 
ordinance  the  department  is  clothed  with  such  discretionary 
powers  in  regard  to  these  rates,  as  enables  it  to  make  a 
satisfactory  adjustment  in  all  cases  of  doubt,  nor  is  it 
believed  that  these  rates  are  now  higher  than  the  actual 
cost  of  delivering  the  water  renders  necessary. 

The  various  reductions  herein  proposed,  if  adopted  by 
the  Common  Council,  will  lessen  the  annual  income  from 
Croton  water  about  forty-five  thousand  dollars, — but  with 
the  increase  of  buildings  during  the  past  year,  now  charge- 
able with  the  rates,  and  other  new  sources  of  revenue  from 
manufactories,  steam  engines,  &c.,  added,  it  is  thought 
that  the  aggregate  amount  collected  for  1851,  will  still 
reach  the  sum  furnished  to  the  Comptroller,  and  upon 
which  his  estimates  for  the  year  has  been  made  up,  to  wit, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  : — any  reduction  below  this, 
would  necessarily  embarrass  the  treasury,  and  leave  a 
deficiency  of  ^taxes  to  be  charged  over  to  the  following 
year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

NICHOLAS  DEAN,  President. 

Croton  Aqueduct  Department, 
January  21st,  1851. 


Doc.  No.  15.]  280 


AN  ORDINANCE 

ESTABLISHING  A  SCALE  OF  WATER  RENTS  FOR  THE  CROTON 

AQUEDUCT  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Mayor ^  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  Jfew 
York,  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  : 

That  the  annual  regular  rents  to  be  collected  by  the  Cro- 
ton  Aqueduct  Department,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

On  all  tenements  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the 
law  of  April  11,  1849,  having  a  front  width  of  sixteen 
feet  and  under,  and  of  not  more  than  one  story  high,  the 
sum  of  four  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the 
^um  of  five  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the 
sum  of  six  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the 
sum  of  seven  dollars ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  widlh  of  not  more  than 
eighteen  feet,  and  over  sixteen,  and  of  not  more  than  one 
story  high,  the  sum  of  five  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  two 
stories  high,  the  sum  of  six  dollars  ;  of  not  more  than  three 
stories  high,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars  ;  of  not  more  than 
four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  eight  dollars ;  and  of  five 
stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty  feet,  and  over  eighteen,  and  of  not  more  than  one 
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story  high,  the  sum  of  six  dollars ;  of  not  more  than  two 
stories  high,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars ;  of  not  more  than 
three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  eight  dollars ;  of  not  more 
than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars  ;  and  of  five 
stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty-two  feet  six  inches,  and  over  twenty  feet,  and  of  not 
more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars;  of  not 
more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  eight  dollars  ;  of  not 
more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars ;  of  not 
more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  and  of 
five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
twenty-five  feet,  and  over  twenty-two  feet  and  six  inches, 
and  of  not  more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  eight  dol- 
lars ;  of  not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  nine 
dollars ;  of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of 
eleven  dollars  ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum 
of  twelve  dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
thirty  feet,  and  over  twenty-five  feet,  and  of  not  more  than 
one  story  high,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars ;  of  not  more  than 
two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  eleven  dollars ;  of  not  more 
than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  twelve  dollars  ;  of  not 
more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars ; 
and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  fourteen  doU 
lars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
thirty-seven  feet  six  inches,  and  over  thirty  feet,  and  not 


Doc.  No-  15.)  282 

more  than  one  story  high,  the  sura  of  twelve  dollars ;  of  not 
more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  thirteen  dollars ;  of 
not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fourteen  dol- 
lars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
dollars ;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of  six- 
teen dollars. 

On  all  tenements  having  a  front  width  of  not  more  than 
fifty  feet,  and  over  thirty-seven  feet  six  inches,  and  of  not 
more  than  one  story  high,  the  sum  of  fourteen  dollars ;  of 
not  more  than  two  stories  high,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars ; 
of  not  more  than  three  stories  high,  the  sum  of  sixteen  dol- 
lars ;  of  not  more  than  four  stories  high,  the  sum  of  seven- 
teen dollars;  and  of  five  stories  high  and  over,  the  sum  of 
eighteen  dollars. 

In  the  apportionment  of  regular  rents  upon  a  dwelling 
house,  the  family  or  families  occupying  the  same,  to  num- 
ber not  more  than  fifteen  persons  ;  for  every  ten  persons  be- 
yond that  number,  an  additional  rent  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  year  shall  be  charged. 

The  rent  of  all  tenements  which  shall  exceed  in  width 
fifty  feet,  shall  be  the  subjects  of  special  contract  with  the 
Croton  Aqueduct  Board. 

And  do  further  ordain^  That  the  extra  and  miscellaneous 
rates  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit  : 

Bakeries — In  the  average  daily  use  of  fiour,  fur  each  bar- 
rel)  the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  annum. 
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Bathihg  Tubs  in  private  bouses,  beyond  one,  at  tbree  dol- 
lars per  annum  eacb,  and  five  dollars  per  annum  each, 
in  public  houses,  boarding  houses,  bathing  establish- 
ments and  barbers'  shops. 

BoA&DUTG  Schools  shall  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  from 
fifteen  to  fifty  dollars  each  ;  and  school  houses,  at  the 
rate  of  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  each  per  annum. 

Building  Purposes — For  each  one  thousand  bricks  laid, 
the  sum  of  ten  cents  per  thousand. 

Cow  Stables — For  each  and  every  cow,  the  sum  of 
«eTenty-five  cents  per  annum. 

Fountains — Ordinarily  used  three  hours  per  day — ^for  a 
period  of  not  more  than  four  months  in  the  year,  shall 
be  charged  as  follows  :  a  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  jet, 
the  sum  of  seven  dollars  per  annum  ;  for  a  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  jet,  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  per  annum  ; 
for  a  one-quarter  of  an  inch  jet,  the  sum  of  forty  dol- 
lars per  annum,  for  a  one- half  inch  jet,  the  sum  of 
ninety  dollars  per  annum  ;  and  for  an  inch  jet,  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  No  fountain  shall  be 
permitted  on  any  premises  where  the  water  is  not  taken 
for  other  purposes,  and  to  an  extent  sufficient  for  those 
purposes  ;  and  if  the  water  from  the  jet  or  fountain  be 
permitted  to  flow  into  premises  adjacent  to,  or  in  the 
neighborhood  where  it  may  be  used  for  other  purposes, 
the  supply  shall  he  stopped  nnd  the  amount  of  pay- 
ment forfeited. 

Horses,  Private — For  two  horses  there  shall  be  charged 
the  sum  of  six  dollars  per  annum ;  and  for  each  addi- 
tional horse,  the  sum  of  two  dollars. 
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Horses,  Liteet — For  each  horse  up  to,  and  not  exceeding 
thirty  in  number,  the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents 
each  per  annum ;  and  for  each  additional  horse,  the 
sum  of  one  dollar. 

Horses,  Omnibus  and  Cart — For  each  horse  the  sum  of 
one  dollar  per  annum. 

Horse  Troughs — For  each  trough,  on  sidewalks,  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  per  annum. 

Hotels  and  Boardino  Houses  shall,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  rate  for  private  families,  be  charged  for  .each 
lodging  room  at  the  discretion  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board. 

Porter  Houses,  Taverns  and  Groceries  shall  be  charged 
an  extra  rate  of  from  three  to  thirty  dollars. 

Printing  Offices  shall  be  charged  at  such  rates  as  may. be 
determined  in  the  discretion  of  the  JCroton  Aqueduct 
Board. 

Refectories  shall  be  charged  at  such  rates  as  may  be 
determined  in  the  discretion  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board. 

Slaughter  Houses  shall  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  from 
ten  to  twenty  dollars  per  annum  each. 

Steam  Engines  shall  be  charged  by  the  horse  power,  as 
follows,  for  each  horse  power  up  to,  and  not  exceeding 
ten,  the  sum  often  dollars  per  annum  ;  for  each  exceed- 
ing ten,  and  not  over  fifteen,  the  sum  of  seven  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  each  ;  and  for  each  horse  power  over 
fifteen,  the  sum  of  five  dollars. 
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SnssT  Washers — For  each  street  washer  on  the  side- 
walk,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  annum. 

Water  Closets — For  every  water  closet  beyond  one,  the 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  per  annum. 

All  manufacturing  and  other  business  requiring  a  large 
supply  of  water,  are  to  be  charged  therefor,  per  one 
hundred  gallons,  on  the  average  estimated  quantity  during 
the  year ;  the  year  to  be  estimated  at  three  hundred  days, 
as  follows : 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  two  hundred  gallons 
per  day,  or  less,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  one  hundred 
gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  from  two  hundred  to 
three  hundred  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  four  cents  per 
one  hundred  gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  from  three  hundred  to 
one  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  three  and  a  half 
cents  per  one  hundred  gallons. 

When  the  quantity  used  averages  from  one  thousand  to 
two  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  three  cents 
per  one  hundred  gallons. 


When  the  quantity  used  averages  from  two  thousand  to 
ten  thousand  gallons  per  day,  at  the  rate  of  two  cents  per 
one  hundred  gallons. 

2 
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When  the  quantity  used  exceeds  ten  thousand  galtoBs 
per  day,  the  price  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Board,  but  id  no  case  at  less  than  one  cent  per  one  hundred 
gallons. 

All  matters  not  herein  before  embraced,  are  reserved  for 
special  contract,  by  and  with  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Board  • 

All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances,  inconsistent  with 
this  ordinance,  are  hereby  repealed. 


||«€IIHENT    IV*.    16. 


BOARD  or  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  22,  1851. 


->./N^V.'    '^/•\y\,n>AK^t'\^\  -x.Xr'k—i 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  recom- 
mending that  a  ferry  lease  be  granted  to  John  Jay  Smith 
and  William  B.  I>raper,  fVom  the  Battery  to  Governor's 
Island,  during  the  continuance  of  the  World's  Fair,  to 
be  held  on  Governor's  Island  in  1852,  was  received,  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Mayo&'s  Offics,         ) 
December  3,  1850.  $ 

To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council: 

GEHTiJUfSN  :-7l  have  received  the  accompanying  com- 
moiubation  from  Messrs.  Smith  and  Draper,  in  relation  to 
a  grand  ^^  World's  Indu0trial  Fair,"  proposed  to  be  held  in 
tUft  coaniry  in  18&2.     They  h«ve  stle^ed,  tim  city  m  the 
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place  best  adapted  to  the  purpose.  The  goveroment  of  the 
United  States  has  granted  (Governor's  Island  whereon  to 
erect  a  suitable  building,  which  will  cover  an  area  of 
ground  about  equal  to  that  of  the  great  fair  to  be  held  in 
London.  In  order  to  communicate  with  the  city  conve- 
niently,  they  ask  the  privilege  of  a  ferry  from  the  Battery, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Whitehall,  for  the  conveyance  of  visiton 
to  and  from  the  ground. 

I  commend  the  subject  to  your  attention,  in  the  full 
belief  that  it  will  receive  your  friendly  aid  and  co-operation, 
together  with  all  reasonable  facilities  which  may  be  desired. 

C.  S.  WOODHULL. 


New  York,  Nov.  30,  1850. 

To  his  Honof'  the  Mayor j  and  the  members  of  the 

Common  THouncil  of  the  city  of  Jfevo  York : 

Gentlemen  : — Having  visited  Europe  during  the  present 
year,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  different  govern- 
ments, to  hold  a  grand  '^  Industrial  Exposition  of  the 
World,"  in  this  country,  in  1852 ;  and  having  also  fixed 
upon  this  great  commercial  city,  as  the  place  best  adapted 
for  such  a  purpose,  we  respectfully  solicit  your  countenance 
and  aid  on  the  matter,  in  view  of  the  immense  advantages 
which  must  accrue  to  the  interest  of  all  classes  of  our 
citizens.  The  government  of  the  United  States  has  granted 
to  D8  "Governor's  Islatid,"  for  the  purpose  of  erecting 
thereon  a  suitable  building  for  the  exposition  ;  and  to  enable 
ut  to  communicate  with  the  city,  in  a  convenient  and  proper 
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manner,  we  now  ask  of  you  to  grant  us  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  a  ferry  from  the  Battery,  agreeing,  on  our  part, 
to  place  everything  back  again  into  its  original  shape,  as 
wxm  as  practicable  after  the  closing  of  the  said  exposition. 
This  ferry  we  propose  to  make  use  of  for  foot  passengers 
only,  requiring  therefor  no  carriages  to  enter  the  Battery. 

We  are,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

JNO.  JAY  SMITH, 

of  Philadelphia. 

WM.  B.  DRAPER, 

ofJSTew  York. 
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The  Committee  on  Ferries,  to  which  was  referred  the 
annexed  petition  of  Messrs.  Smith  and  Draper^  praying  for 
the  exclusive  privilege  of  a  ferry  between  the  Battery  aad 
Governor's  Island,  during  the  continuance  of  the  contem- 
plated Industrial  Exposition  of  the  World,  to  be  held  in  this 
country  in  1852,  and  the  annexed  communication  of  the 
Hon.  Caleb  S.  Woodhull,  then  Mayor,  transmitting  and 
recommending  the  same,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  the  object  solicited 
by  said  petition,  commends  itself,  in  the  strongest  manner, 
to  the  favor  of  the  Board . 

The  place  of  holding  one  of  the  series  of  these  expected 
world-gatherings,  must  be  a  matter  of  intense  interest  to 
the  country  selected  as  its  theatre.  Every  great  commercial 
point  on  the  Atlantic  coast  would  naturally  look  with  ear- 
nestness to  the  selection,  and  enter  with  energy  into  the 
competition . 

But,  in  the  present  case,  the  extraordinary  facilities  pre- 
sented by  the  city  of  New  York — the  beautiful  and  conve- 
nient spot,  which,  through  the  favor  of  the  General 
Government,  has  been  freely  dedicated  for  the  purpose, 
and  the  vigorous  and  successful  eflforts  of  the  petitioners, 
have  caused  the  selection  to  fall  upon  the  lovely  island 
that  adorns  our  harbor,  as  the  most  appropriate,  accessible 
and  advantageous  position  for  the  display  of  the  fabrics  of 
the  world. 
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The  advantages  which  must  result  to  this  metropolis 
from  the  coocentration,  hefe,  during  the  protracted  session 
of  the  fair,  of  the  millions  of  people  from  every  part  of 
Christendom,  which  t])e  event  will  call  together,  must  be 
obvious  to  all. 

Your  Committee  can  imagine  no  interest,  occupation, 
profession,  or  business,  which  such  an  Industrial  Exposi- 
tion would  be  likely  to  injure — none,  indeed,  which  would 
not  be  materiall}'  benefited  by  it. 

The  project  meets  with  no  opposition ; — all  are  in  its 
favor.  It  has  the  approbations  of  all  the  great  minds  of 
the  country,  and  must  pour  its  benefits  into  every  class. 

This  subject,  it  seems  to  your  Commitlece,  should  com- 
mand the  deepest  interest  of  this  Board.  We  should  meet 
it  promptly  and  liberally,  as  a  duty  we  owe,  not  only  to  the 
petitioners,  who  have  exerted  themselves  so  strenuously  on 
behalf  of  this  city,  but  to  every  inhabitant  of  this  islabd, 
and  to  every  citizen  of  this  Republic. 

We  should  not,  it  appears  to  us,  treat  this  subject  as  our 
every  day  contracts  of  ferries,  or  gas,  or  cleaning  streets, 
but  as  an  extraordinary  event,  bringing  with  it,  and  in  its 
wake,  extraordinary  consequences — standing  aloof  from 
politics — embracing  every  interest  within  the  circle  of  its 
favors — pouring  streams  of  wealth  into  our  city  and  country 
— directing  to  us  the  attentions  of  the  people  of  every 
civilized  nation — aflbrding  the  opportunity  of  presenting  to 
the  scientific  world  the  products  of  our  country,  and  the 
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results  of  that  ingenuity  for  which  the  American  people  are 
so  celebrated — and  making  Governor's  Island  the  great 
central  point,  from  whence  will  radiate  knowledge,  science, 
manufacturing  skill,  artistic  power  and  mechanical  ingenu- 
ity, through  every  portion  of  the  great  confedercay. 

Your  Committee  thereupon  recommened  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  Messrs  John  Jay  Smith,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  William  B.  Draper,  of  this  city,  have  the  exclusive 
right  to  establish  a  ferry,  and  that  they  run  thereon  good, 
safe,  and  substantial  steamboats,  from  some  point  on  or 
near  the  Battery  to  Governor's  Island,  to  be  used  as  a  foot 
passenger  ferry  only,  during  the  continuance  of  the  World's 
Fair,  contemplated  to  be  held  on  Governor's  Island,  in  the 
year  1852,  and  for  no  longer  ;  the  precise  point  of  landing 
at  the  Battery  to  be  hereafter  designated  ;  and  that  the  fare 
on  said  f^rry  be  fixed  at  a  ]>rice  not  exceeding  three  cents 
for  each  passenger.  And  that  the  Comptroller  be  charg- 
ed with  the  preparation  and  execution  of  the  necessary 
papers  for  the  establishment  thereof. 

JOS.  BRITTON,  I  Committee 

GEO.  H.  FRANKLIN,  J  on  Ferries. 


UOCVIIIEIVT    No.     17. 


BOAED    OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  23,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sewers,  upon 
Document  No.  55,  referred  to  it  September  4,  1850,  was 
received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Sewers,  to  which  was  referred  a  com- 
munication from  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department  (Doc. 
No.  55,)  submitting  propositions  for  certain  alterations  in 
the  mode  of  levying  assessments  for  the  construction  of 
sewers,  and  also  in  the  time  and  manner  of  paying  con- 
tractors for  building  them,  beg  leave  respectfully  to 

REPORT : 

Thai  they  have  carefully  considered  the  varioas  sugges- 
tions contained  in  that  communication,  and  are  of  opinion 
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that  their  adoption  would  benefit  the  public,  b/  effecting 
an  important  reduction  in  the  cost  of  sewers.  The  rapid 
extension  of  these,  and  the  increasing  demand  for  their 
construction,  indicates  very  clearly  that  ere  long  they  will 
be  required  in  almost  every  street  of  the  city,  and  imposes 
upon  the  Common  Council  the  duty  of  devising  all  means 
of  lessening  the  burthens  thereby  charged  upon  owners  of 
real  estate.  With  this  subject,  the  public  convenience  and 
general  health  of  the  city  are  so  intimately  connected,  that 
it  would  seem  to  be  proper  for  the  public  treasury  to  con- 
tribute a  portion  of  the  expense,  and  that  if  the  construction 
of  the  receiving  basins  connected  with  each  sewer,  hereafter 
built,  were  charged  upon  it,  it  would  probably  be  no  more 
than  a  fair  proportion,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about 
one  thousand  dollars  for  each  mile  of  sewer  put  down. 

Your  Committee  approve  of  the  proposition  to  pay  con- 
tractors upon  sewers  for  their  work,  as  soon  as  it  is  completed 
and  accepted,  especially  as  no  loss  would  thereby  accrue  to 
the  treasury,  and  prompt  payment  would  cheapen  the  cost, 
by  increasing  competition,  and  saving  the  contractor  from 
the  payment  of  interest. 

The  reasons  set  forth  in  the  document  referred  to,  for 
limiting  the  assessment  to  the  lots  fronting  on  the  sewer, 
appear  to  your  Committee  to  be  founded  in  justice  ;  and  if 
thus  levied,  the  whole  subject  would  be  so  simplified  that 
the  assessment  could,  in  every  case,  be  made  up  under  the 
direction  of  the  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct 
Department,  without  cliarge,  saving  thereby  the  fees  now 
paid  to  the  Board  of  Atsessors;  nor  do  your  Conuniltee 
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see  any  good  reasons  why  these  assessments,  and  in  fact 
all  assessments,  could  not  be  collected  by  the  Receiver  of 
Taxes. 

Your  Committee  conceives  that  every  suggestion  tending 
to  simplify  the  public  business,  und  introduce  economy  in 
its  transaction,  is  entitled  to  the  careful  consideration  of  the 
Common  Council,  and  if  found  to  be  reasonable  and  prac- 
ticable to  its  co-operation  and  support. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  application  be  made  to 
the  Liegislature,  at  its  present  session,  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  in  relation  to  sewers  in  this  city,  containing  the  fol- 
lowing provisions  : 

First.  The  contractor  to  receive  pay  for  his  work  imme- 
diately on  its  completion,  by  requisition  drawn  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  Upon  the 
Comptroller. 

Second.  The  construction  of  receiving  basins  to  be  a 
charge  upon,  and  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public  treasury. 

Third.  The  balance  of  the  cost  of  every  sewer  contract- 
ed for  after  the  passage  of  such  law,  together  with  the  in- 
tersections, culverts  and  man-holes,  to  be  assessed  only  on 
the  lots  fronting  on  it,  in  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  square 
feet  in  each  lot. 

Fourth.  That  the  apportionment  be  made  in  the  Bureau 
of  Sewers  and  Drains,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct  Department,  and  be  by 
him  certified  to  the  Common  Council. 
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Fifth.  That  when  such  assessment  shall  have  been  exam- 
ined and  adopted  by  the  Common  Council,  and  approved 
by  the  Mayor,  a  warrant  issue  to  the  Receiver  of  Taxes, 
directing  him  to  collect  the  amount  from  the  individuals 
assessed,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  city  treasury. 

To  carry  out  these  views,  the  annexed  resolution  is 
offered : 

Resolvedj  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Laws, 
to  prepare  and  submit  the  draft  of  a  law  embodying  the 
foregoing  suggestions,  if  they  deem  it  necessary,  to  enable 
the  Common  Council,  if  the  same  shall  be  approved,  to  ap- 
ply to  the  Legislature,  at  its  present  session,  for  the  pas- 
sage thereof. 

GEO.    H.   FRANKLIN,  )  Commtitee 
W.  A.  DOOLEY,  \         on 

JED.  MILLER,  S     Sewers. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  23,  1861. 


The  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and 
Supplies,  for  the  year  1850,  was  received,  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  ) 
New  York,  January,  20,  1851.         J 

To  the  Hanorabk  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  city  charter,  and  an  ordinance  organizing  the  depart- 
ments of  the  Municipal  Government  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  an  annual  report  of  expenditures,  in  detail,  of  the 
several  bureaux  in  Department  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  of 
the  said  city,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1850,  is 
^espectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  ADAMS, 
Commissioner  <i/  Repairs  and  SuppKes. 


Doc.  No.  18.)  298 

The  expenditures  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Bmldings,  (at 
set  forth  in  schedule  A,)  for  the  year  1850,  is  $66,889  91, 
this  shows  a  decrease  of  expenditures  against  1849,  of 
$11,790  09,  notwithstanding^tfae  targe  amount  of  $15,184  93, 
was  paid  for  new  copper  roof,  repairing,  ventilating,  clean- 
ing and  painting  (he  old  City  Hall. 

The  Fire  Department  also  shows  (see  schedule  B)  a  de- 
crease of  expenditures  for  the  year  1850,  against  1849,  of 
$18,856  59. 

The  expenditures  for  roads  and  avenues,  for  the  year 
1850,  (see  schedule  C,)  amounts  to  $44,385  11,  this  shows 
an  increase  of  $17,260  40,  over  that  of  1849,  the  increase 
of  expenditures  in  this  department  is  occasioned  by  newly 
Macadamizing  a  great  portion  of  the  Third  avenue  and 
Bloomingdale  road,  building  wall  in  Seventy-ninth  street, 
between  the  Third  and  Fourth  avenues,  opening  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-third  street,  as  a  common  country  road, 
from  the  Tenth  avenue  to  the  High  bridge  ;  also,  for  work- 
ing One  hundred  and  tenth  streei,  as  a  common  country 
road,  from  the  Third  avenue  to  Bloomingdale  road ;  and 
for  grading  the  Fifth  avenue,  from  One  handred  and  ninth 
Co  One  hundred  and  twentieth  street,  as  a  common  country 
ro«d. 

Street  paving  (ne  ichedule  D))  during  the  past  year, 
$5^002  08  hat  been  paid  for  paving  over  sewers  after  con- 
tractors; $37,750  50,  for  the  Rnss  pavement;  $4,570  for 
the  Perrine  pavement ;  $3,887  77  for  the  Pinkerton  pave- 
ment, and  $2,956  53  for  repairing  and  resetting  curb  and 
gutter  in  South,  Fulton  and  Beekman  streets,  in  front  of 
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and  aboat  Fulton  market,  this  amount  deducted  from  the 
appropriation  leaves  but  $67,833  12|,  for  repairs  to  streets. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  streets  and  pavements  are  sprinkled  by  the  water 
carts,  as  they  use  such  a  quantity  of  water  as  to  cause  the 
streets  to  be  very  muddy,  and  in  many  instances,  when  the 
streets  have  been  newly  paved,  they  put  such  quantities  of 
water  on  the  same  as  to  cause  the  pavement  to  settle,  or 
throw  the  cobble-stones  out  of  their  place .  To  remedy  this 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  compelling  those  carts  to 
get  their  water  from  the  river  to  sprinkle  streets,  as  it  would 
make  them  more  careful  of  it,  and  they  would  use  no  more 
than  was  actually  nece&sary  to  lay  the  dust.  I  feel  confi« 
deot  that  if  the  above  suggestion  should  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, it  would  be  a  great  saving  to  the  street  expenses. 

I  will  also  invite  your  attention  to  another  suggestion,  ai 
the  city  has  been  to  a  great  expense  in  putting  a  new  cop- 
per roof  upon  the  old  City  Hall,  I  would  recommend  that  a 
resolution  be  passed  by  your  Honorable  Body,  prohibiting 
all  persons  going  on  said  roof,  except  the  bell-ringen  and 
Keeper  of  the  City  Hall. 
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SCHEDULE    A 


BUREAU  OF  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

POLICE  STATI0M8. 

First      Ward.— Paid  for  sundry  bills $2,006  73 

Second        "         "            "          "  434  49 

Third          "         "           "          " 2,858  76 

Fourth         "         "            "          " 710  66 

Fifth            '*         "            "          « 102  08 

Sixth           «♦         "            "          «  580  44 

Seventh       "         "            "          « 127  44 

Eighth         "         «            «          " 1,045  86 

Ninth          "         «            "          " 1,140  16 

Tenth          "         «            "          « 363  14 

Eleventh     "         "            "          «  256  11 

Twelfth       "          "            *'          " 452  56 

Thirteenth  «         "            "          "  315  09 

Fourteenth  «         "            "          "  134  26 

Fifteenth      "         «            "          "  220  07 

Sixteenth     «         "            "          " 194  34 

Seventeenth"         "            "          "  75  36 

Eighteenth"         «            "          " 23123 

Nineteenth"         «            "          " 22  73 

Paid  for  sundry  bills,  Chiefs  office, 58  74 

"     weighing  coal, 27  87 

"    Blankets 42  56 

"     Pails, 4125 

"     Soap, 35  24 

"     Dark  lanterns, i'JJb  00 

«     Wood, 127  13 

"     Lime, 9  37 

$11,738  57 
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RXPAIBS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

Paid  for  Fumices  for  the  Hall  of  Records, $573  63 

"    Repairs  to  the  old  City  Hall, 16,184  93 

"     Stoves,  &c., 644  21 

'^     Cleaning  offices, 43  14 

"     Affidavits,  &c., , 10  31 

"     Repairs  to  new  City  Hall, 47  51 

"     Mason  work, 851  72 

"     Weighing  coal, 113  36 

'*     Surveying  and  plans, 203  00 

"     Plumbing, 1,412  10 

^*    Staves  for  the  Common  Council, 110  00 

^^    Castors  for  tea  room  of  the   Common 

Council, 60  00 

"    Powder, 32  60 

"    Lime, • .  10  60 

"    Furniture, 700  50 

*^     Water  kegs, 12  50 

'*    Lead  line, 5  50 

"     Brushes, 21  76 

"    Towels, 10  27 

**     Charcoal, 72  00 

"     Candles, 170  56 

"     Platform  scales, 25  00 

^^     Window  shades, 35  75 

^^     removing  liberty  poles, 85  00 

*^     Repairing  clocks, 43  00 

^^     Wooden  ware,. 61  56 

**     Hardware, 200  92 

<^     Painting, 360  66 

Forward $20,991  88 
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REPAIRS  AVD  SUPPLISS*— -COVTINUED. 

Brought  Forward, $20,991  88 

Paid  for  Sheriff's  staves, 53  00 

"     Mats, 34  50 

"     Wood, 361  44 

^^    Sawing  wood, 17  75 

"     Birch  brooms, 22  83 

"     Iron  safes, 1,486  10 

"    Iron  work, 463  78 

"    Carpenter  work, 4,632  28 

"    Gate  keeper, 390  00 

^'    Spittoons, 12  00 

"     Glazing, 149  24 

"    Soap, 86  39 

"     Cartage, 38  03 

"     Brooms, 84  00 

"     Carpets, 944  76 

^^     White  washing, 16  00 

'^    Lamps  and  oil, 16  60 

$29,800  48 


LANDS  AND  PLACES. 

Paid  for  Painting, $12  74 

^^    Pumping  out  the  cistern  in  the  Park,..  5  12 

*'    Iron  work, 1  83 

'^     Carpenter  work, 535  45 

$555  14 


Ms  (0dc.  lfo»  iS. 

PUdfbr  Repairev.w«.««« « $6,361  68 

«     Cleaning, 801  12 

"     Cartage, 54  77 

"    Painting, 30  91 

**    Carpenter  work, 88  47 

^     Mason  work, 31  64 

«     Fillingin, 15  30 

♦7,373  79 


MARKETS. 

Paid  for  Plans  and  profiles, 920  00 

**    Glazing, 606  06 

"     Carpenter  work, 3,671  66 

"     Brooms, 7  62 

''    Painting, 409  33 

^^     Mason  work, 4,259  14 

"    Stoves,  &c., 231  32 

"    Plumber, 120  14 

«    Cartage, 11  02 

"     Ironwork, 3  18 

"     Repairing  roofs, 220  74 

"     Hose, 396  38 

$9,864  64 
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Paidfinr  Plumbing, $31  71 

"    Glazing, 11  76 

"     Cartage, 9  52 

"     Wood, 107  04 

^^     Carpenter  work, 1,540  27 

^^    Stoves,  &c, 334  38 

"    Furniture, 1,169  75 

"     Whitewashing, 31  00 

^^    Mason  work, 221  03 

"     Coal, 38  50 

"    Iron  work 879  00 

**     Spittoons, 24  00 

^^     Plans  and  specifications  , 30  00 

"     Carpets, 422  87 

"    Painting, 320  62 

^^     Cleaning  Court  rooms, 40  12 

$5,211  56 

The  following  amounts  were  paid  by  the  Comptroller^  viz  : 

PaidforCoal, $1,913  65 

^^     Carpenter's  work  and  materials,. .  •  •  •  •         271  50 
^^     Mason  work  and  ^<         170  68 

$2,355  83 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  year  1850,  $66,889  91 
The  appropriation  for  the  year  1850,  was,.  •  •  .$68,000  00 
Unexpended  of  the  appropriation  of  1850, $1,110  09 

Cb. 

Paid  to  the  City  Chamberlain  for  old  copper,  old 

pumps,  &c., $5,257  83 
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SCHEDULE     B. 

BUREAU  OF  FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

Paid  for  E  ngines, $4,705  70 

"    Hosecarls, 6,485  67 

«•     Hose, 6,240  07 

<<     Hook  and  ladders, 290  08 

«     Ironwork, 785  25 

"    Painling  and  glazing, 2,010  08 

^*    Election  for  Assistant  Engineers, 150  00 

"     Manilla  rope, 69  26 

««     Neat's  foot  oil, 198  95 

<^    Stoves,  &c., 863  12 

^'     Repairing  tin  roofs  and  leaders, 306  81 

^^    Keys  and  locks, 15  38 

"    Wrenches, 12  23 

«     Pails, 875 

^^     Expense  of  taking  firemen  to  Newark 
and  back,  (they  started  to  go  to  the 

large  fire  in  Philadelphia,) 10  00 

*    Axes, 55  75 

^<    Leather, 364  28 

Chairs, 8  13 

^^    Whitewashing, 10  00 

^^    Tables  for  the  Firemen's  Hall, 22  00 

Cartage, 889  44 

Carpenter  work, 4,823  27 

Expenses  of  Committee  on  Fire  De- 
partment,   217  60 

Forward, ^....$28,541  20 

2 
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Brought  forward, |28,541  20 

Paid  for  Plans  and  Surveys, 160  60 

"     Mason  work, 2,748  72 

"     Wood, 175  31 

"    Labor, 1,90120 

"    Fire  alarm  bells, 2,369  47 

"  .Weighing coal, 31  75 

'*     Iron  picks, 15  00 

•   ^'  *  Signal  lanterns  and  trumpets, 310  61 

'      "    Coal, 1150 

t. .    '^     Cleaning  oflSce,  free  stamps,  &c.,.  •  •  •  23  90 

$36,289  26 

The  following  amounts  were  paid   by  the  Comptroller, 
viz : 

Paid  for  rent  of  lots  and  buildingrs, $5,193  22 

\^    T.  Howe,  purchase  of  lot  in  Ludlow  st.  100  00 

^^     J.D.Harris  &  Co.,  coal,.. 434  54 

^^    Ringing  fire  alarm  bell  in   Twenty- 
second  street : 572  00 

^^     Ringing  fire  alarm  bell  in  Stanton  st,.  5  00 

<<     Engines, i 2,090  00 

"     Hose  carts,., 75  00 

$  8,469  76 

Total  amount  of  expenditures  for  the  year  1850  $44,759  02 

The  appropriation  for  the  year  1850,  was $45,000  00 

Unexpended  of  the  appropriation  of  1850..  ••       $240  98 

Cr. 

Paid  to  the  City  Chamberlain  for  old  engines,        $661  00 
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SCHEDULE    C. 

BUREAU  OF  ROADS  AND  AVENUES. 

Paid  for  labor $16,836  94 

"    Stone 17,353  46 

<<    Blacksmith  work 65  39 

^^    Building  stone  wall  in  Seventy-ninth 

St.,  between  Fourth  and  Fifth  avs.         282  80 

"     Gravel 2,470  24 

"  Working  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
third  street  as  a  common  country 
road,  from  t^ie  Tenth  avenue  to  the 

Croton  Aqueduct 511  32 

^*    Exjiense  of  Committee  on  Roads  and 

Avenues • w  .•••.••  •  62  81 

'^  Working  One  hundred  and  tenth  street 
as  a  common  country  road,  from 
the  Third  avenue  to  the  Blooming- 
dale  road •  •  •  •  •      4,546  41 

^^  Grading  the  Fifth  avenue,  from  One 
hundred  and  ninth  to  One  hundred 
and  twentieth  street,  as  a  common 

country  road 2,035  14 

^^     Surveying  and  profiles 220  60 

Total  amount $44,385  11 


Kf    \J    XX 


BUREAU  OF  STREET  PAVING. 

Paid  for  Riiss  Pavement $37,750  60 

"     Perrine        "     4,670  00 

«     Pinkerton    "     3,887  77 

^^     Horse  feed  at  Corporation  yard,, 164  82 

"     Toolcarts, 16  00 

^^     Repairing  harness, •  •  •  •  7  96 

"     Paint, 4  92 

"     Brooms, 8  00 

<'     Surveying, 61  00 

^^     Repairing  and  resetting  curb  and  gut- 
ter in  South,  Beekman  and  Fulton 

streets,  at  Fulton  market, •      2,966  63 

"     Land, 5,995  40 

"    Labor 63,482  83 

<<    Blacksmith  work,. 923  84 

''    Stone, 12,180  42 

$122,000  00 
Appropriation  for  the  year  1860, $122,000  00 

Cr. 

Paid  to  the  City  Chamberlain  for  old  stone,  &c.  .91,115  64 
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BOARD  OF  ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Law  De- 
partment, relative  to  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury, 
was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  the  Law  Department,  to  which  was 
referred  the  presentment  of  the  Grand  Jury,  made  at  the 
January  term  of  the  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  1851, 
for  the  purpose  of  reporting  upon  such  parts  thereof  as 
were  properly  within  the  province  of  this  Committee,  and 
*  of  assigning  the  other  parts  thereof  to  the  appropriate  Com- 
mittees, respectfully 

REPORT : 

1.  That  the  portion  of  said  presentment  which  relates  to 
the  manner  in  which  prisoners,  awaiting  trial  atthe  Halls 
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of  Justice  are  detained,  would  seem  to  be  more  especially 
within  the  Alms  House  Department;  the  Board  of  Gov- 
ernors of  which  is,  by  law,  vested  with  fnll  and  absolute 
control  and  direction  of  all  the  prisons  in  the  county. 
Your  Committee,  concurring  fully  in  the  views  entertained 
and  expresed  by  the  Grand  Jury  on  this  subject,  therefore 
recommend  that  that  part  of  the  said  presentment  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Governors  of  the  Alms  House. 

2.  The  next  subject  which  the  Grand  Jury  have  thought 
proper  to  preseni,  is  that  of  lottery  gambling.  The  species 
of  lottery  gambling  which  the  jury  have  deemed  the  most 
dangerous  and  prolific  of  evil,  is  that  of  the  sale  of  poli- 
cies, in  the  purchase  of  which  it  is  stated,  five  thousand 
dollars  are  daily  expended  in  this  city.  That  this  is  an 
evil  of  great  magnitude,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity require  its  speedy  extinction,  there  can  be  no 
doubt. 

It  is  clear,  too,  that  the  disastrous  efifccts  of  this  species 
of  gambling,  fall  most  heavily,  if  not  entirely  upon  those 
who  are  least  able  to  sustain  them. 

But,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee,  no  new  law  is 
needed  on  th3  subject.  The  law  is  ample,  now,  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  offence.  What  is  required  is  an  enforce- 
ment of  the  enactments  which  already  exist.  These, 
strictly  carried  out,  will  soon  put  an  end  to  the  practice 
complained  of. 

The  law,  as  at  present  existing,  forbids  the  setting  up  or 
proposing  any  money,  goods,  chattels  or  things  in  action  to 


311  (Doc.  No.  19. 

be  laffled  for  or  distributed  by  lot  or  chance — forbids  raf- 
fling— makes  all  contracts  relating  thereto  void — declares 
every  lottery,  ^ame  or  device  of  chance,  in  the  nature  of 
a  lottery,  except  such  as  have  been  authorized  by  law, 
unlawful — establishes  a  penalty  for  opening,  setting  on 
foot,  carrying  on,  promoting,  or  drawing  pubhcly  or  pri- 
vately, in  any  lottery  or  game,  or  for  printing,  writing,  or 
publishing  notices  thereof,  or  for  selling  or  procuring  tick- 
ets therein,  or  for  offering  for  sale  any  property  dependent 
CD  the  drawing  of  any  lottery,  or  for  insuring  tickets  in 
any  lottery,  with  other  prohibition  and  guards ;  and  makes 
it  the  duty  of  presiding  judges  to  charge  every  Grand 
Jury  to  enquire  into  all  violations  of  the  laws  against  lotte- 
ries, and  against  the  unlawful  selling  of  tickets  in  lotteries. 

It  is  difficult  for  legislation  to  go  further.  The  sale  of 
these  policies,  domestic  or  foreign,  is  emphatically  forbid- 
den, and  the  penalties  for  the  violation  of  the  law  in  this 
respect,  are  sufficient,  if  enforced,  to  terminate  the  evil. 


The  Grand  Jury  complain  of  *'  another  system,  which, '^ 
they  say,  "  has  to  some  extent  grown  up  amongst  us,  and 
is  pronounced  by  competent  judges,  to  be  in  violation  of 
the  law,  viz:  the  sale  of  lands  and  the  distribution  of  per- 
sonal property  by  lottery,  which  would  appear  to  be  as 
gross  a  violation  of  the  law  as  lotteries  for  money." 

If  this  is  a  violation  of  the  law,  then  what  is  required,  is 
not  the  enactment  of  a  new  law,  but  the  enforcement  of 
the  old  one. 
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But  no  facts  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  your  Com" 
mittee,  which  shows  that  this  latter  practice  has  reached  an 
extent  which  makes  it  dangerous  or  particularly  to  be 
feared. 


3.  The  remaining  subject  complained  of  by  the  Grand 
Jury,  is  the  unsafe  manner  in  which  buildings  are  erected 
in  this  city  ;  the  particular  defect  therein  alluded  to,  being 
the  running  up  of  partition  and  rear  wails,  leaving  thf 
fronts  unbuilt,  and  thus  subjecting  the  unsupported  walls 
to  the  danger  of  being  undermined  by  a  slight  yielding  of 
the  ground  on  which  they  stand,  blown  over  by  tempests^ 
or  toppled  by  their  own  weight. 

Recent  disasters  in  this  city  bring  this  subject  home  to 
the  community  with  great  force.  These  slight  and  unsta- 
ble tenements  have  been  hurled  by  the  winds  into  undis- 
tinguishable  ruin,  and,  more  recently,  have  fallen  by  their 
own  weight,  burying  unsuspecting  workmen  under  their 
mingled  mass.  The  neglect  and  carelessness  which  per- 
mits the  erection  of  buildings  so  slight  and  unsubstantial, 
is  criminal,  and  merits  not  only  civil  but  criminal  penalties. 
The  evidence  before  the  coroner's  jury  demonstrates  thai 
there  were  other  defects  than  the  one  stated  by  the  Grand 
Jury  in  their  presentment,  and  that  too  great  weakness  of 
timbers  and  insufficient  mortar  were  among  the  causes  of 
the  mournful  calamity.  The  difficulty,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  Comqr)ittee,  resolves  itself  into  the  attempt  to  put  up 
buildings  for  the  least  possible  expense,  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cheapness,  using  materials  poor  in  quality  and 
scrimped  in  quantity. 
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Indeed,  while  modern  architecture,  in  some  respects,  is 
winning  signal  triumphs,  and  every  year  advancing  in 
sumptuous  and  luxurious  equipments,  the  tendency  is, 
your  Committee  think,  to  neglect  the  substantiality  of  its 
structure,  and  to  render  less  secure  the  lives  of  their  occu- 
pants. 

tt  is  not  only  in  the  process  of  erection  that  danger  is  to 
be  apprehended.  The  lives,  not  only  of  the  workmen 
during  the  period  of  building,  but  of  the  tenants  after  the 
buildings  are  completed,  are  proper  subjects  of  regard. 

And  it  is  due  to  that  fearless  body  of  firemen — our  true 
standing  army  against  the  invasion  of  fire — that  walls 
should  be  erected,  which  will  not  tremble  before  a  stream 
of  Croton,  or  crush  under  the  weight  of  a  ladder. 

Your  Committee  concur  fully  with  the  views  of  the 
Grand  Jury  in  this  respect,  and  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  ordinance  they  suggest,  with  such  further  prohibitions, 
directions  and  penalties,  as  shall  prevent  the  erection  of 
any  buildings,  except  such  as  shall  be  well  built,  stable  and 
free  from  hazard. 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT, )  CammUtee  an 
H.  SHAW,  S  Law  Depart. 
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At  a  Court  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace,  holden 
in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  at  the  Halls 
of  Justice  of  the  said  city,  on  Friday,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Present — The  Honorable  Welcome  R.  Beebe,  City 
Judge  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Daniel  Dodge  and  Ed- 
mund Griflin,  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  and  Justices  of 
the  said  session . 

The  Grand  Jury  come  into  Court  and  made  the  foUawing 

present  me  nt<f  viz: 

Njiw  York,  January  24,  1861. 

The  Grand  Jury  now  in  session,  and  empanneled  for  the 
Court  of  Sessions  for  the  ciiy  and  county  of  New  York, 
would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  their  fellow  citizens 
and  the  public  authorities,  both  Legislative  and  Executive, 
to  the  following  grievances,  among  many  others  which 
need  immediate  and  prompt  correction. 

1st.  The  Grand  Inquest  direct  their  attention  to  the 
manner  of  detaining  prisoners  (awaiting  trial  at  the  Halls  of 
Justice)  having  learned  tliat  both  old  and  young  delin- 
quents are  kept  logeihor  in  the  same  room,  having  by  the 
solicitation  of  the  keeper,  made  a  personal  inspection  of  the 
premises.  They  find  it  impossil>le  to  be  otherwise  with  the 
present  accommodations,  and  would  therefore  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Common  Council  to  the  subject,  and  through 
them  the  attention  of  the  Slate  Legislature,  that  some 
means  may  be  devised  for  more  extended  and  separate  ac- 
commodations for  Juvenile  delinquents,  and  would  recom- 
mend that  the  Sixth  Ward  Station  house  be  removed  from 
this  building,  which  will  then,  for  the  present,  afford  the 


316  (Doc  No.  19. 

accommodations  needed,  and  would  also  take  the  liberty  to 
suggest  that  it  might  be  practicable  to  apply  some  of  the 
taxes  derived  from  the  city,  and  paid  into  the  slate  treasury 
to  this  purpose,  without  incurring  any  further  taxations  to 
this  use ;  and  they  would  take  tlie  liberty  to  suggest  the 
application  of  the  fund  arising  from  auction  duties  to  this 
purpose.  It  will  be  remembered  that  some  years  since, 
while  the  slate  was  lal>oring  under  {pecuniary  difficulties, 
this  fund,  which  was  originally  appropriated  to  county 
uses,  was  diverted  to  the  payment  of  the  canal  debt;  but 
that  necessity  having  ceased  to  exist,  the  inquiry  would 
seem  to  arise  whether  this  fund  could  not  now  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  purpose  here  suggested. 

2d.  Another  subject  which  has  aroused  the  minds  of 
Euany  philanthropists,  is  lottery  gambling.  It  would  ap- 
pear from  various  sources  of  information,  now  in  the  pos- 
sessioD  of  the  society  for  the  suppression  of  gambling  in  its 
various  forms,  that  on  the  article  of  policies,  alone,  there  is 
spent  in  our  city,  every  day,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  which  amount  is  principally  obtained  from  persons 
whose  means  of  living  are  limited,  and  who,  on  account  of 
this  means  of  temptation,  spend  their  entire  earnings,  and 
who  are  ultimately  reduced  to  beggary,  crimej  or  to  the 
alms  house  for  support. 

In  connection  with  this,  it  may  be  remarked  that  there 
are  now  but  sthree  tates  which  legalize  lotteries,  viz  :  Dele- 
ware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  with  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, but  they  are  competent  to  flood  the  whole  country  with 
tickets  and  policies,  in  spite  of  any  legal  barriers  which 
may  be  thrown  up ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  if  the  attention 
of  these  states  were  called  to  the  subject,  they  would 
adopt  such  measures  as  would  soon  suppress  them  alto- 
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gether,  nnce  they  have  as  great  interests  at  stake  as  any  of 
the  Union.  There  is  still  another  system  which  has  to 
some  extent  grown  up  amongst  us,  and  is  pronounced  by 
competent  judges  to  be  in  violation  of  the  law,  viz  :  the 
sale  of  lands,  and  the  distribution  of  personal  property  by 
lottery,  which  would  appear  to  be  as  gross  a  violation  of 
the  law  as  lotteries  for  money. 

3.  From  the  many  sad  catastrophies  which  have  occurred, 
the  inquest  feels  called  upon  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
authorities  to  the  careless  manner  in  which  buildings  are 
erected  in  this  city  ;  these  accidents  do  not  generally 
happen  from  any  deficiency  in  the  quality  of  the  materials, 
but  from  the  mode  in  which  they  are  combined  ;  any  person 
going  through  the  town,  will  see  not  only  single,  but  whole 
rows  of  houses  having  only  the  partition  and  rear  walls 
run  up,  while  the  fronts  are  left  unbuilt  for  weeks ;  the 
partition  walls  being  exposed  to  be  blown  down  by  any 
tempest  which  may  visit  us.  We  would  therefore  propose 
that  a  law  be  passed,  prohibiting  the  erection  of  any  build- 
ing unless  all  the  walls  are  put  up  together,  and  that 
a  suitable  officer  be  entrusted  with  the  execution  of  the 
law. 

A.  A.  Denman, 

Foreman. 
Edward  P.  Heyer, 

Secretary, 

Ordered  that  a  duly  certified  copy  be  sent  to  the 
Honorable,  the  Common  Council. 

A  true  extract  from  the  minutes. 

Henry  Vandervoort, 

Ckrk. 
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BOAED    OF    ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  28,  1851- 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ordinances,  on 
the  report  of  the  City  Inspector,  relative  to  certain  nui- 
sances, and  recommending  an  ordinance  to  meet  the  evil 
complained  of,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  which  was  referred  the 
annexed  report  of  the  City  Inspector,  on  the  petition  of 
Cornelius  K.  Sutton,  D.  A.  Kingsland  and  others,  relative 
to  nuisances  in  the  Nineteenth  Ward,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

The  subject  is  one  of  much  importance  to  the  health  and 
cleanliness  of  the  city,  and  demands  from  the  Common 
Council  prompt  and  speedy  action,  particularly  as  there  are 
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no  ordiDances  at  present  in  force,  which  effectually  reach 
the  subject  complained  of,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
Committee  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  as  to  require 
vigorous  enactments  to  suppress. 

Your  Committee  therefore  to  meet  the  case  with  a  remedy, 
which, — if  enforced — will  rempve  and  check  the  nuisance, 
offer  for  adoption  the  annexed  ordinance. 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEV ANT,  }  Committee  an 
H.SHAW,  J    Ordinances. 


AN  ORDINANCE 

RELATIVE  TO  OFFALS,  GARBAGE  AND  DEAD  ANIMALS. 

The  Mayor  J  ^Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York  J  in  Common  Council  convened^  do  ordain  as  follows: 

Section  1.  All  the  offals,  garbage  and  refuse  substances, 
commonly  called  garbage,  in  tlic  city  of  New  York,  shall 
be  collected  under  the  direction  of  the  City  Inspector  of 
said  city,  as  hereinafter  provided — and  shall  be  by  him 
removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  said  city — and  the  City 
Inspector  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  same,  shall  pro- 
vide  suitable  carts,  which  shall  be  designated  ^^  Garbage 
Carts,"  and  whfch  shall  pass  through  the  several  streets  of 
the  said  city  at  such  times  as  he  shall  direct. 

§  2.  No  offals,  or  garbage,  or  refuse  matter,  commonly 
called  garbage,  shall  be  kept  or  retained  by  any  person  or 
persons  in  said  city,  but  shall  be  delivered  to  carts  specified 
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in!  the  preceding  section,  under  the  penalty  of  ten 
dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  paid  by  the  occupant  of  tlie 
house  or  premises  in  which  the  same  shall  be  kept  or  the 
persons  keeping  the  same,  severally  and  respeclively. 

§  3.  No  butcher,  slaughier-house  keeper,  hotel  keeper  or 
other  persons,  shall  deliver  .the  garbage  offals,  or  refuse 
substances  aforesaid,  from  their  premises  to  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  cartmen  mentioned  in  the  first 
section  of  this  ordinance,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars 
for  each  offence,  to  be  paid  by  the  occupant  or  principal  of 
the  house  or  premises  from  which  the  same  is  delivered,  or 
the  persons  delivering  the  same  severally  and  respectively  ; 
but  nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  so  construed, 
as  to  prevent  butchers  delivering,  their  offals  to  the  docks 
aet  apart  for  that  purpose,  as  now  provided  by  law. 

§  4.  No  person  other  than  cartmen  of  the  City  Inspector, 
shall  collect  or  receive  any  offals,  garbage  or  refuse  sub- 
stance as  aforesaid,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  under  the 
penalty  of  ten 'dollars  for  each  offence,  to  be  paid  by  the 
person  collecting  the  same,  or  the  person  at  whose  instance 
the  same  is  collected,  severally  and  respectively. 

§  5.  There  shall  be  designated  and  set  apart  for  the  use  of 
the  City  Inspector,  two  of  the  docks  and  slips  of  the  said  city 
—one  on  the  East  river,  and  the  other  on  the  North. river, 
said  docks  and  slips  shall  be  under  the  sole  control  and  direc- 
tion of  the  City  Inspector,  and  shall  be  used  by  him  as  a 
place  of  landing  for  such  boats  as  he  may  require  to  remove 
the  offals,  garbage  and  dead  animals  from  said  city. 

§  6.  No  ship,  boat,  or  other  vessel  shall  come  in  or  lay 
at  or  within  any  of  said  docks  or  slips  designated  as  afore- 
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said,  unless  by  written  permission  of'  tbe  City  Inspector, 
under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  offence, 
to  be  paid  by  the  owner,  master  or  person  having  charge 
thereof,  severally  or  respectively. 

§  7.  The  City  Inspector  may  give  such  order  or  direc- 
tions as  he  may  deem  proper,  directing  the  laying,  fasten- 
ing or  berth  of  any  boat  or  vessel,  lying  at  or  within  said 
docks  or  slips,  and  may  direct  the  same  to  be  removed, 
from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  deem  just  and  proper,  and  for 
every  neglect  or  refusal  to  comply  with  such  order  or  direc- 
tion, the  owner,  master,  or  person  having  charge  of  such 
boat  or  other  vessel,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

« 

§  8.  The  City  Inspector  shall,  from  time  to  time,  under 
his  hand,  license  so  many  carts  or  vehicles  as  he  may  deem' 
proper,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting  and  removing  all 
dead  animals  in  said  city,  and  no  person  shall  transport  or 
remove  any  dead  animal  in  said  city,  unldss  licensed  as 
aforesaid,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each  oflfence, 
to  be  recovered  from  the  person  so  removing,  or  the  owner 
of  the  vehicle  used  for  that  purpose,  severally  and  respect- 
ively. 

§  9.  No  dead  animal  shall  be  cast  or  thrown  into  the 
East  or  North  rivers,  or  any  water,  within  the  limits  of  the 
said  city,  but  shall  be  removed  by  the  persons  licensed  as 
aforesaid  for  that  purpose,  to  the  docks  and  slips  of  the 
City  Inspector,  under  the  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for  each 
offence. 


f 
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BOAED   OF   ALDERMEN, 


JANUARY  30,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Special  Commit- 
tee on  the  subject  of  widening  West  street,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D-  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  widening  West  street :  also  the  pe- 
tition of  George  Birbeck  and  many  others,  owners  of,  and 
interested  on  the  line  of  West  street,  for  the  said  improve- 
ment, beg  leave  respectfully  to 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  consideration  a  pro- 
ject of  such  vast  magnitude  deserves,  and  in  presenting 
the  result  of  their  labors,  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  briefly 
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state  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  actuated  them  in  ar- 
riving  at  the  conclusions  set  forth  in  the  body  of  their 
report. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  unparalleled  growth  of  our  city, 
the  progress  of  our  people'  with  tiie  various  enterprises  of 
the  age,  it  calls  upon  us  in  strong  terms  to  adapt  the  sys- 
tem of  our  legislation  to  the  daily  increasing  requirements 
so  imperiously  called  for  by  the  interests  of  our  constituents. 
To  develop  the  resources  and  to  maintain  the  position  which 
the  unequalled  advantages  of  our  situation  cmables  us  now 
to  occupy,  it  should  be  our  first  endeavor  to  retain  the 
centralization  of  trade  and  commerce  within  our  borders, 
where  its  benefits  have  already  added  so  much  to  the  wealth 
of  our  citizens  and  the  prosperity  of  our  metropolis. 

From  the  enterprise  of  our  merchants,  our  commercial 
intercourse  extending  to  every  part  of  the  globe ;  the  skill 
of  our  artizans;  the  industry,  patriotism  and  energy  of  our 
citizens,  together  with  the  various  avenues  of  inter-commu- 
nication, natural  and  artificial,  tending  to  unite  her  more 
permanently  and  advantageously  with  all  parts  of  our  im- 
proving  and  diversified  country ;  our  geographical  position 
and  proximity  to  the  ocean  ;  the  security  of  our  harbor, 
renders  New  York  what  she  must  ever  be,  the  great  com- 
mercial emporium  of  our  country. 

With  all  these  advantages  constantly  augmenting,  from 
new  lines  of  railroads,  sending  to  our  city  the  products  of 
the  interior  portion  of  our  own  and  surrounding  states,  it  be- 
comes necessary  that  New  York  should  promptly  move  in 
extending  its  accommodations  to  meet  these  accumulating 
demands  upon  our  attention. 
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The  present  dockage  and  storage  accommodations  have 
been  found,  for  many  ye^s  past,  inadequate  to  the  demands, 
hence  large  and  commodious  wharves  and  storehouses  have 
been  erected  in  our  neighboring  cities,  where  our  ship-masters 
and  merchants  have  been  obliged  to  resort  for  that  accom- 
modation our  limited  facilities  have  failed  to  afford. 

Your  Committee,  fully  aware  that  the  subject  was  one  of 
great  interest,  have,  after  along  and  laborious  investigation, 
progressed  into  the  merits  of  various  plans  and  recommenda- 
tions presented  by  a  number  of  our  most  enterprising,  com- 
mercial, scientific  and  practical  citizens,  and  have  become 
convinced  of  the  expediency  of  adopting  such  measures  as 
may  be  requisite  to  the  attainment  of  the  improvement  pro- 
posed. 

In  order  to  present  to  the  public,  and  such  parties  as 
may  conceive  themselves  to  be  injured,  as  well  as  those 
who  may  be  benefited,  your  Committee  have  deemed  it 
advisable  to  make  the  following  statements,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Common  Council  may  be  enabled  to  examine 
and  make  themselves  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  in- 
terest and  practicability  of  the  subject. 

A  work  of  this  magnitude  cannot  be  commenced  in  all 
its  length  at  once,  but  must  necessarily  be  completed  in 
sections,  beginning  at  either  end  of  the  city  ;  by  this  means 
all  the  present  advantages  will  be  retained  to  the  remaining 
part  until  the  completion  of  each  successive  section,  and 
additional  advantage  will  accrue  to  the  city  from  this  plan, 
as  the  sections  under  progress  will  afford  sufficient  dumping 
grounds  for  the  ashes  and  rubbish  of  the  city,  and  thereby 
save  the  greater  part  of  the  expense  of  its  removal  to  more 
distant'  localities. 
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The  buildings  erected  on  the  water  front  in  the  upper 
wards  will  not  only  be  desirable  for  warehouses  and  stores, 
but  will  offer  inducements  for  the  location  of  foundries, 
machine  shops,  and  other  manufacturing  purposes,  as  well 
as  for  packers  of  beef  and  pork — from  the  water  conve- 
nience for  the  receipt  and  delivery  of  merchandise,  mate- 
rials, &c. 

Your  Committee  are  greatly  indebted  to  Edwin  Smith, 
Esq.,  City  Surveyor,  for  the  tables  herewith  annexed,  who 
has  also  taken  great  pains  in  computing  the  estimates,  atl 
of  which  has  tended  greatly  to  facilitate  their  labors,  and 
from  his  well  known  scientific  attainments,  renders  the  de- 
ductions of  the  Committee  from  his  tables  more  reliable 
than  if  based  on  less  authentic  data. 

In  examining  the  exterior  line  of  the  city  along  the 
Hudson  river,  as  at  present  established,  they  find  that  at 
Hammond  street  it  is  four  hundred  feet  westward  of  the 
present  westerly  line  of  West  street,  they  therefore  have 
confined  their  attention  wholly  to  the  district  lying  south  of 
Hammond  street. 

In  order  the  better  to  understand  the  subject,  they  have 
procured  surveys  and  a  map  of  that  portion  of  West  street, 
and  the  adjacent  and  intersecting  streets,  as  also  all  the 
piers  and  two  lines  of  soundings,  one  fifty  feet  and  the 
other  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  west  of  the  westerly  line 
of  West  street,  showing  the  depth  of  water  at  high  tide, 
and  also  the  depth  of  mud,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  accompanying  map. 


319  (Doc.  No.  21 ' 

They  bave  also  procured  estimates  of  the  cost  of  erecting 
new  bulkheads  and  piers,  and  the  probable  value  of  the 
lots  after  completion,  all  of  which  they  herewith  submit. 

By  an  examination  of  these  surveys  and  map,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  slips  for  a  considerable  distance  out  from  the 
bulkhead  have  become  filled  with  the  wash  from  the  city, 
&c.,  so  that  the  depth  of  water  at  high  tide  is  reduced  to 
an  average  of  about  nine  feet.  One  great  cause  of  this  is 
the  old  mode  of  building  our  piers  on  blocks  and  bridges, 
as  it  is  generally  termed  ;  that  is,  masses  of  solid  work  forty 
or  fifty  feet  square,  connected  by  bridges  of  about  thirty 
feet  span.  The  effect  of  this  mode  of  construction  is  to 
create  eddies  in  the  slips,  thereby  causing  a  deposit 
adjoining  the  blocks,  which  gradually  extends  itself  until 
the  whole  slip  is  filled  up.  This  old  work  is  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  feet  long. 

The  present  mode  of  building  piers  on  piles  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  leaving  a  free  water-way,  having  little  or  no 
tendency  to  form  deposits  in  the  slips,  particularly  if  we 
avoid  the  error  heretofore  frequently  committed  of  empty- 
ing our  sewers  into  the  heads  of  t  he  si  ips,  and  in  place  thoreof 
carry  them  out  through  the  piers  to  near  the  channel  of 
the  river. 

By  adopting  a  line  of  bulkhead  two  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  outside  of  the  present  westerly  line  of  West  street,  we 
shall  cover  nearly  all  the  solid  parts  of  the  old  piers,  leaving 
only  the  new  portions,  which  have  mostly  been  built  on 
piles . 

In  placing  this  new  bulkhead  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
outside  the  present  westerly  line  of  West  streeti  there  will 
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of  course  be  lost  so  much  in  length  of  the  present  piers ;  in 
some  respects  this  will  be  an  advantage  in  place  of  a  loss, 
particularly  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  where  the  piers 
are  so  closely  crowded  together  that  it  is  impossible  to  move 
a  vessel  lying  at  the  head  of  a  slip,  without  moving  three 
or  four  lying  outside  of  her. 

A  very  great  benefit  will  be  derived  from  making  our 
slips  of  a  uniform  width,  as  near  two  hundred  feet  as  possible, 
by  keeping  the  piers  at  the  foot  of  the  streets  coming  down 
to  the  river  ;  the  distance  along  West  street,  from  street  to 
street,  being  generally  about  that  number  of  feet. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  the  ends  of  a  few  of  the 
short  piers  would  necessarily  have  to  be  removed  ;  but,  in 
many  cases,  the  new  proposed  line  would  cover  them, 
thereby  enabling  us  to  place  the  new  piers  at  the  desired 
distances  apart. 

Table  No.  1,  is  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  ex- 
tending the  present  piers  belonging  to  the  ciiy  six  hundred 
feet  beyond  the  proposed  new  line,  as  also  building  new 
one^  at  the  foot  of  the  streets,  where  at  present  there  are 
none ;  this  amounts  to  $405,775  for  making  forty-one 
thousand  five  hundred  feet  of  wharf  room,  or  about  eight 
miles,  affording  berths  for  two  hundred  and  seven  vessels 
of  two  hundred  feet  long,  without  taking  into  account  the 
ends  of  the  piers. 

In  the  contemplated  improvement,  it  is  proposed  to  add 
fifty  feet  to  the  present  width  of  West  street,  making  it  one 
hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide ;  a  block  outside  of  this,  of 
two  hundred  feet  wide,  to  be  covered  with  warehouses, 
having  fronts  on  the  street  and  on  the  river. 
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It  is  also  proposed  in  the  contemplated  improvemeut,  to 
continue  a  street,  of  twenty  to  thirty  feet  in  width,  along 
the  bulkhead,  allowing  the  same  to  be  covered  by  the 
second  story  of  the  warehouses,  thereby  affording  facilities 
for  vessels  to  discharge  immediately  into,  or  receive  goods 
from  them. 

In  place  of  continuing  the  streets  crossing  West  street  to 
the  contemplated  new  bulkhead  on  the  lines,  as  they  now 
come  in,  it  is  proposed  to  set  them  all  in  at  right  angles, 
thus  making  all  the  lots  rectangular. 

By  a  reference  to  table  No.  3,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
proposed  line  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  will,  after  mak- 
ing West  street  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  leave 
six  hundred  and  seventy-eight  lots,  averaging  about  twen- 
ty-five feet  wide  by  one  hundred  feet  deep,  adding  to  the 
taxable  property  of  the  city  about  $6,672,000.  |4,839,000 
of  this  amount  will  be  owned  by  individuals,  the  residue, 
being  $833,000,  will  be  the  property  of  the  city. 

The  cost  to  the  private  owners,  as  per  tables  Nos.  4  and 
6,  will  be  $1,873,337  69,  and  to  the  city,  $146,384  53, 
leaving  a  profit  to  individuals  of  $2,965,662  41,  and  to  the 
city  of  $686,615  47,  to  this  last  must  be  added  the  amount 
to  be  received  as  commutation  money,  shown  in  table 
No.  4,  of  $1,465,881  62,  making  the  actual  amount  to  be 
received  by  the  city,  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund,  the 
sum  of  $2,152,497  09,  about  one  half  the  city  debt,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Croton  water  debt. 

With  the  foregoing  statement  before  them,  your  Com- 
mittee cannot  but  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has 
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arrived  when  an  improvement,  similar  to  the  one  proposed, 
should  be  adopted,  they  would  therefore  respectfully  pre- 
sent for  your  consideration  and  adoption  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolvedj  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be,  and 
he  is  hereby  directed  to  draft  an  act  in  accordance  with  the 
plan  and  suggestions  contained  in  the  foregoing  report,  and 
urge  the  passage  of  the  same  by  the  present  Legislature, 
providing  for  the  widening  of  West  street,  and  changing 
the  exterior  line  of  the  city  between  the  Battery  and  Ham- 
mond street. 

EDMUND  GRIFFIN, )      Special 
J.  H.  COOK,  i  Committee. 
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TABLE  No.  1, 

Showing  the  piers  and  parts  of  piers  along  the  North  river, 
from  the  Battery  to  Hammond  street,  belonging  to  the 
city,  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  extending 
the  same  six  hundred  feet  beyond  the  new  proposed  ex- 
terior line. 


No.  of  pier. 

i 

• 

1^ 

Total  cost. 

Remarks. 

hi 

520 

1 

1 

40 

o 
$25 

1 

half  of  12 

16.500 

(  alike  am't  to  bep'd 
\  by  private  owners. 

13 

600 

40 

25 

15.000 

half  of  14 

25040 

25 

3.125 

5  alike  amH  to  bep'd 
1  u        •     « 

/  by  private  owners. 

«    "  17 

600 

40 

25 

7.500  5alikean,'liobep'd 
I  by  private  owners. 

"    "  18 

250 

40 

25 

3  125  5  *'•''*'*'"''• '° ''^  P'<^ 
<  \  by  private  owners. 

20 

480 

40 

25 

12.400 

21 

250 

40 

25 

6.250: 

22 

470 

40 

26 

11.750 

half  of  23 

180 

40 

26 

4.60o!|  *"''«'?'"'' '°''^P'^ 
,  I  by  private  owners. 

29 

250 

40 

25 

6.260i 

30 

240 

40 

25 

6.000 

31 

250 

70 

45 

1 1  o(in'  5  occupied     by    the 

32 

600 

40 

26 

16.000 

half  of  33 

600 

40 

25 

7.500 

J  alike  am't  to  bep'd 
)  by  private  owners. 

"     "  34 

290 

40 

25 

3.626 

S  alike  am't  to  be  pM 
\  by  private  owners. 

36 

250 

A     A      A      A 

40 

25 

A    A     A    A 

6.250 

1 

Forward . 

$126,025 

^»     ^r*    WW  W9m  ^m   w 

s 

w    w    m    W 

* 

•    w 

•  •  •  • 

^■^  ^B  ^^^  ^^  w  ^^  ^^^^^ 
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TABLE  No. 

1 — comnroKD. 

No.  of  pier. 

-c — 
1^ 

Total  eoet.  |            .Remarke. 

H^ 

9s 

1 

Bro't  forward . 

#     #      #     # 

A 126  02f) 

36 

270 

40 

•  •  •  • 

$25 

$6,750 

1 

37 

250 

40 

25 

6.250 

38 

600 

40 

25 

15.000 

Laight  street. 

600 

40 

25 

15.000 

(no  pier  here  at 
\          present. 

39 

290 

40 

25 

7.250 

Desbrosses  st. 

600 

40 

25 

16.000 

( no  pier  here  at 
/          present. 

40 

600 

40 

25 

15.000 

41 

240 

80 

50 

12.000 

^occupied  by  Col- 
)     lins'  steamers. 

42 

600)40 

26 

16.000 

43 

250 

40 

25 

6.250 

44 

260 

40 

26 

6.250 

46 

600 

40 

25 

16.000 

46 

600 

40 

26 

15.000 

47 

600 

40 

25 

15.000 

48 

40040 

1 

25 

10.000 

Leroy  street. 

60040 

25 

15.000  ^°°  P'®*"  •»«'«  »* 
!  i          present. 

1 

1 

49 

60040 

25 

15.0001 

Barrow  street. 

60040 

25 

16.000'$°°    P'"    ••«■■«    ** 
i         present. 

50 

60040 
600140 

25 

15.000 

51 

26 

15.000 

52 

60040 

25 

1 

15.000 

53 

[  600 

40i 

•    1 

25; 

16.000 

$405,775 

The  above  will  make  41,400  feet  of  wharfage,  exclusive 
of  the  ends  of  the  piers. 
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TABLE  NO.  2, 

Showing  the  bulkheads  belongiag  to  the  Corporation  along 
the  North  river,  between  the  Battery  and  Hammond 
street,  with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  rebuild- 
ing the  same  on  a  line  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  outside 
of  the  present  exterior  line. 


Location. 

Length. 

1 

Cost  per 
foot. 

Total  cost 

Between  pi 

ers  12  and  14j     181.6 

$50  43 

$9,153  04 

'      20  and  21 

178 

48  00 

8.544  00 

'      21  and  22 

60 

56  82 

3.409  20 

'      22  and  23 

101.6 

61  02 

6.193  53 

'      30  and  31       90 

57  66 

5.189  40 

'      31  and  32j     289 

52  50 

15.172  50 

'      39  and  41 

120 

59  34 

7.120  80 

'      41  and  43     400 

68  91 

27.564  00 

'      44  and  48 

270 

67  32 

18.176  40 

'      48  and  51 

234 

64  59 

15.114  06 

'      51  and  54 

438 

70  20 

30.747  60 

2.362 

$146,384  53 
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TABLE  No.  3, 

Showing  the  number  of  lots  to  be  gained  out  of  the  North  river  by 
building  a  bulkhead  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  outside  of  the  present 
exterior  line  from  the  Battery  to  Hammond  street,  with  an  estimate 
of  their  probable  value  after  completion. 


No. 

Value 

Total  yalae. 

1  ^u*A.tinn 

nf 

T^ifankM 

AJVUkvlUU  • 

OI 

Lot8. 

V  ruuio. 

Lot. 

Private. 

PaUie. 

Bet.  Battery  pi.  &  Morris  st. 

42 

24.05  3-4 

$18,000 

$756,000 

*'   Morris  &  Rector 

54  24.09  1-2 

17.000 

918.000 

"   Rector  &  Carlisle 

26l  24.04  1-2 

16.000 

416.000 

"   Carlisle  &  Albany 

12!  19.04 

12.000 

144.000 

"   Albany  &  Cedar,  c 

14  22.08 

12.000 

$168,000 

«   Cedar  &  Liberty 

10  22.11 

10.000 

100.000 

"   Liberty  &  Cortlandt . . . .  i 

16 

24.06  5-8 

10.000 

160.000 

"   Cortlandt  &  Dey 

16 

24.06  5-8 

10.000 

160.000 

"   Dey  &  Fulton,  c 

12 

24.00  2-3; 

10.000 

120.000 

"   Fulton  &  Vesey,  c 

16 

22.10  1-81 

10.000 

160.000 

"  Vesey  &  Barclay 

18  23.06  2-3 

9.500 

171.000 

"   Barclay  &  Robinson. . . . 

16  25.03  3-8 

9.500 

152.000 

"   Robinson  &  Murray .... 

14 

25.03  1-7 

9.500 

133.000 

*•  Murray  &  Warren 

16  23.02  1-8 

9.000 

144.000 

"   Warren  &  Chambers. . . 

16 

23.08 

9.000 

144.000 

"   Chambers  and  Reade. . . 

none 

6 

"   Reade  &  Duane,  c 

23.07 

9.000 

54.000 

"   Duane  &  Jay,  c 

14  25.01  4-7 

8.500 

119.000 

"   Jay  &  Harrison 

14 

24.06  3-7 

7.000 

98.000 

"   Harrison  &  Franklin . . . 

14!  25 

7.000 

98.000 

"   Fv-anklin  &  Northmore. 

14' 25 

6.000 

84.000 

"   Northmore  &  Beach.... 

14125 

5.500 

77.000 

"   Beach  &  Hubert 

16 

25 

5.000 

80.000 

"   Hubert  &  Laight 

14 

25 

4.500 

f         62.000 

"   Laight  &  Vestry 

14 

25 

4.500 

62.000 

**  Vestry  &  Desbrosses . . . 

14 

25 

5.000 

70.000 

^^   Desbrosses  &  Watts .... 

U 
446 

25 
••••••••• 

6.000 

84.000 

Forward.  ••• 

$4,113,000 

$621,000 
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TABLE  No.  3— CONTINUED. 


Looatioii. 


Bro't  forward 

fiet.  Watts  &  Hoboken 

^  HobokeD  &  Canal,  c. .  • 

'^  Canal  &  Spring 

"   Spring  &  Charlton 

"   Charlton  &  King 

"   King  &  Hamersley 

*'^  Hamersley  &  Clarkson. . 

"   Clarkson  &  Leroy 

"    Leroy  &  Morton 

"    Morton  &  Barrow 

"  Barrow  &  Christopher. . 

*'*'  Christopher  &  Amos,  c. 

^^    Amos  &  Charles,  c 

"  Charles  &  Perry,  Jc. . . 

'<   Perry  &  Hammond 


No. 

Value 

Total  value. 

nf 

Fronts. 

Lot. 

Lots. 

Private. 

PubUc. 

446 

$4,113,000 
140.000 

$621. 

.000 

20 

23.03 

$7,000 

14 
none 

23.10  2-7 

8.000 

112. 

000 

38 

24.08  1-2 

5.00C 

190.000 

16 

25.00  1-4 

4.000 

64 . 000 

16 

25.00  1-4 

4.00C 

64.000 

16 

25.00  1-4 

3.500 

56.000 

16 

25.00  1-4 

3.500 

56.000 

16 

25.00  1-4 

3.000 

48.000 

16 
none 

25.00  1-4 

3.000 

48 . 000 

16 

25.09 

2.500 

40. 

000 

16 

25.09 

2.500 

40. 

000 

16 

25.09 

2.500 

40.000 

20. 

.000 

16 

25.09 

2.500 

40.0CO 

678 

$4,839,000 

$833 

.000 

Private $4,839,000 

Public 833.000 

Total $5,672,000 
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TABLE  No.  4, 

Showing  the  probable  amount  to  be  delivered  by  the  city 
for  the  commutalioa  of  the  water  rights  oblaiaed  by  the 
building  of  a  oe^  exterior  line  along  the  North  river, 
from  the  Battery  to  Hammond  atreet,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  ouuide  the  present  line  of  West  street. 


■^sm 


*?J 

Total. 

$300 
300 

$154,225  00 
200,850  00 

300 

95,100  00 

300 
300 

34,800  00 
34,375  00 

300 

58,925  00 

250 

48,104  16 

250 

53,000  00 

250 

50,562  60 

250 
250 
250 

44,208  33 
46,354  IS 
47,333  33 

200 
200 

42,937  50 
35,000  00 

200 

a5,000  00 

200 
200 
200 
200 

35,000  00 
40,000  00 
35,600  00 
35,000  00 

200 

35,000  00 

200 
200 

35,000  00 
.   57,000  00 

150 

70,425  00 

160 

30,116  00 

100 
100 
100 
100 

20,016  66 
20,016  66 
20,016  66 
20,016  66 

100 
100 

10,300  00 
20,600  00 

6,70S.ll 

«1,46S,881  63 
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TABLE  No,  4 — continued. 

Cost  of  bulkhead  by  private  owners $407,455  97 

Commutation  "  "     1 ,465,881  62 


$1,873,337  59 


Value  of  lots  made  by  private  owners $4,839,000  00 

LfesscoBt 1,873,337  59 

Profit  to  owners $2,965,662  41 


Cost  of  bulkhead  by  city $146,384  53 


Value  of  lots  by  city $833,000  00 

Lesscost 146,384  53 


Profit  to  city $686,615  47 


In  the  above  no  allowance  is  made  for  the  cost  of  filling,  as  the 
supposition  is,  that  the  work  will  progress  gradually,  in  which 
case  the  rubbish  of  the  city  will  afford  ample  means  of  filling, 
without  cost.  Should  the  work  proceed,  all,  or  nearly  all  at  one 
time,  the  filling  would  probably  cost  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
amount—  that  is,  the  profits,  as  above  stated,  would  be  lessened 
about  twenty  per  cent. 
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TABLE  No.  5. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  building  the  bulkheads 
necessary  for  making  West  street  120  feet  wide,  from 
the  Battery  to  Hammond  street. 


BETWEEN 
PIBKS. 


1  and  2 

2  and  3 
Sand  4 

4  and  5 

5  and  6 

6  and  7 

7  and  8 
Sand  9 
9  and  10 

10  and  11 

11  and  12 

12  and  13 

13  and  14 

14  and  15 

15  and  16 

16  and  17 

17  and  18 

18  and  19 

19  and  20 

20  and  21 

23  and  24 

24  and  25 

25  and  27 

27  and  28 

28  and  29 

29  and  30 


LiCDgth. 


149 
148 
151 
195 
192 

80 

82 

72 

98 

98 

89 

89.6 

98 

80 
170 

60 

60 

93 

105.6 
137 

67 
150 
235 
201 
206 
199 

3305 


Avenge  I  ATenge 
Depth.      Breadw. 


47.8 

43.2 

42.4 

40.4 

40 

42 

42 

43 

43 

43 

43 

47 

47.6 

46.6 

45.6 

37 

37 

45.3 

43.6 

42.3 

55 

55 

51.3 

53.4 

43.2 

46.6 


37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37:6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

37.6 

36.6 

37.6 

32.6 
32.6 
37.6 
37.6 
37.6 
27.6 
37.6 
37.6 
37.6 
37.6 
37.6 


Cost  per 
mnfoot. 

$53  61 

48  57 
47  52 
45  36 

49  52 
47  25 

47  25 

48  36 
48  36 
48  36 
48  36 

52  86 

53  43 
52  35 

51  18 
36  06 
36  06 

50  91 
48  93 

47  52 
61  71 
61  71 
57  66 
60  00 

48  57 

52  32 


TOTAL    COST. 

$7987  89 

7188  36 

7189  11 
8845  20 
9504  00 
3780  00 
3874  50 
3481  92 
4739  28 
4739  28 
4313  04 
4730  97 
5236  14 
4188  00 
8700  60 
2163  60 
2163  60 
4734  63 
5202  11 
6510  24 
4134  57 
9256  50 

13550  10 
12060  00 
10005  42 
10411  68 


'168,690  74 
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TABLE  No.  5 — continued. 


BBTWKEN 
PIEHS. 

Length. 

Areraee  ' 

Depth. 

Avwtkfn 
Bread  tb. 

Coat  per  | 
run  foot. 

TOTAL  COST. 

Bt.  for'd. 

3305 

i 

1 

$168690  74 

30  and  31 

151 

47 

37.6 

52  86 

7981  86 

31  and  32 

112 

40 

37.6 

45  00 

5040  00 

32  and  33 

134 

36   ! 

32.6 

35  10 

4703  40 

33  and  34 

161 

36.9 

32.6 

35  82 

5767  02 

34  and  35 

200 

36 

32.6 

35  10 

7020  00 

35  and  36 

200 

43.4 

37.6 

48  75 

9750  00 

36  and  37 

210 

39.4 

37.6 

44  25 

9292  50 

37  and  38 

2o0 

41 

37.6 

46  14 

11530  00 

38  and  39 

425 

43 

37.6 

48  36 

18553  00 

39  and  40 

431 

42.7 

37.6 

47  91 

20649  21 

40  and  41 

355 

41.4 

37.6 

46  50 

16507  50 

41  and  42 

144 

37.9 

32.6 

36  81 

q300  64 

42  and  43 

220 

37.6 

32.6 

36  57 

8045  40 

43  and  44 

171 

36.6 

32.6 

35  58 

6084  18 

44  and  45 

187 

39 

37.6 

43  86 

8201  82 

45  and  46 

1  219 

39.8 

37.6 

'•   44  61 

9769  59 

46  and  47 

255 

38.6 

37.6 

43  02 

10970  10 

47  and  48 

230 

35.8 

32.6 

34  77 

7997  10 

48  and  49 

504 

35.8 

32.6 

34  77 

17524  08 

49  and  50i 

464.6 

38 

32.6 

37  05 

17209  72 

50  and  51 

217 

42.10 

37.6 

48  18 

10455  06 

51  and  52 

199 

41.10 

37.6 

47  07 

9366  93 

52  and  53 

190 

40.10 

37.6 

45  93 

8726  70 

53  and  54 

232 

43 

37.6 

48  36 

11219  52 

9166.6 

$416356  07 

3 
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TABLE  No,  6. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  building  bulkheads  in  the 
North  river,  from  the  Battery  to  Hammond  street,  three 
hundred  feet  outside  the  present  line  of  West  street. 


Between 
piers. 

Length. 

it 

^  £          so 

Total  cost. 

<^ 

<i 

C«2 

1 

&  2 

158 

44 

37.6 

$49  50 

$7,861  00 

2 

3 

152 

44  10 

37.6 

50  43 

7,665  36 

3 

4 

152 

46 

37.6 

51  72 

7,866  00 

4 

5 

189 

48.06 

37.6 

54  57 

10,313  73 

6 

6 

185.6 

49.04 

37.6 

55  50 

10,295  25 

6 

i 

79.3 

45.06 

37.6 

51   18 

4,055  01 

1 

^ 

77 

44. 

37.6 

49  50 

3,811  50 

8 

9 

72.3 

44.      37.6 

49  50 

3,576  38 

9 

10 

97.3 

44.      37.6 

49  50 

4,813  88 

10 

11 

93:6 

43. 

37,6 

48  36 

4,521  66 

11 

12 

91 

44.09 

37.6 

50  34 

4,580  94 

12 

U 

181.6 

44.10137.6 

50  43 

9,153  04 

Corporation. 

14 

16 

227 

47.      37.6 

52  86 

11,999  22 

16 

18 

182 

43.CC  37.6 

48  93 

7,905  26 

i 

18 

19 

103.6 

46. 

37.6 

51  75 

5,366  12 

J 

19 

21 

88.9 

55.0f|37.6 

62  43 

5,525  65 

20 

21 

178 

42.0S;37.6 

48  0( 

8,544  00 

Corporation. 

21 

22 

60 

50  06 

37.6 

56  82 

3,409  20 

do. 

22 

23 

101.6 

54.03 

37.6 

61  02 

6,193  53 

do. 

23 

24 

76.9 

56. 

37.6    63  00 

4,865  25 

24 

2b 

101.9 

54.09 

37.6  ;  61  59 

3,372  04 

25 

27 

231.6 

54. 

37.6     60  75 

14,063  62 

27 

2^ 

80 

56. 

37.6 

63  00 

5,040  00 

28 

29 

135.6 

57.03 

37-6 

67  41 

11,134  05 

29 

30 

149 

52.02 

37.6 

59  28 

8,832  72 

30 

31 

90 

51.03 

37.6 

57  66 

5,189  40 

Corporation. 

31 

24 

453.3 

46.08 

37.6 

52  50 

24,045  62 

289.     do. 

34 

36 

213.3 

49. 

37.6  i  55  11 

11,752  21 

35 

36 

203.6 

44.      37.6  1  49  50 

10,073  57 

4203.6 

$205,824  89 
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TABLE  No.  6— CONTINUED. 


Between 
pien. 

Lengti. 

Average 
depth. 

Average 
breadth. 

"     "1 
Cost  per! 
foot  run. 

Total  OMt. 

4203.6 

1 

1 

$205,824  89 

36  &37 

209.9    51.3 

37.6  $57  66 

12,094  19 

37      38 

290 

50.3 

37.6     56  52 

16,390  80 

38      39 

205 

50.3 

37.6     56  52 

11,586  60 

39      41 

851.9 

62.9 

37.6  1  59  34 

49,542  85 

120.  Corpo'D. 

41       431 

400 

61.3 

37.6  ,  68  91 

27,564  00 

CorporatioD. 

43      44 

164.3 

63 

37.6 

70  86 

11,638  75 

44      48 

998       60.2 

37.6 

67  32 

67,165  36 

270.  Corpo'n. 

48      51 

l;263.6 

57.4 

37.6 

64  59 

81,609  46 

234.      do. 

51      54 

718. 

62.5 

37.6 

70  20 

50,403  60 

438.      do. 

9,303 .91 

$553,840  50 

Totel  length 9,303ft.  9in.     Cost ....  $553,840  50 

Corporation  part 2,362ft.  **  ....    146,384  53 

Private .6,941ft.  9iD.      "    . . . .  $407,455  97 


MINORITY  REPORT. 


■<♦»»» ,. 


The  following  minority  report,  on  the  subject  of  widening 
West  street,  was  presented,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  • 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


Thf^  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  the  proposed  subject  of  widening  West  street  fifty  feet, 
and  to  fill  in^nd  moke  an  entire  block  of  ground,  extend- 
ing two  hundred  feet  into  the  North  river,  for  the  purpose 
of  building  warehouses  thereon,  commencing  at  the  Bat- 
tery and  extending  along  the  river  to  the  foot  of  Hammond 
street,  respectfully 

REPORTS : 

That  in  dissenting  from  the  majority  of  said  Committee  in 
the  views  taken  by  them,  :he  nndersi^nofl  submits  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board,  the  following  i  asons  : 

If  the  majority  report  should  be  adopted,  the  city  would 
lose  all  the  bulkheads  and  piers  it  has  already  constructed, 
which  would  be  a  sacrifice  to  the  city  of  over  $550,000. 
(See  tables  marked  Nos.  1  and  S,  majority  report •}     All 
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the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  piers  lying  between  the 
streets  leading  to  the  river,  would,  in  the  event  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  bulkhead,  become  the  property  of  owners  of 
water  fronts,  thereby  depriving  the  city  of  a  large  quantity 
of  wharf  property  it  now  enjoys.  The  majority  of  the 
Committee  recommend  that  all  piers  hereafter  built  be 
placed  at  the  foot  of  streets  leading  to  the  river ;  and,  if 
adopted,  would  deprive  the  merchants  of  the  accommoda- 
tion now  afforded  by  the  piers  proposed  to  be  dispensed 
with. 

The  project  is  unequal,  and  not  equitable  in  its  benefits. 
The  estimates  of  the  value  of  lots  to  be  made  by  this  im- 
provement, show  that  in  the  lower  end  of  the  street  the 
owners  of  water  fronts  would  derive  a  great  advantage, 
while  the  parties  owning  property  on  the  upper  section  of 
the  street  would  derive  no  benefit  whatever,  and  in  some 
instances  be  subjected  to  a  loss.  The  cost  %f  filling  in 
would  be  about  the  same  at  all  points  along  the  line  of  the 
improvement ;  the  value  of  the  lots  filled  in  would  be  reg- 
ulated by  their  proximity  to  the  business  portion  of  the  city, 
as  appears  by  the  following  statement : 

Battery  place  lot  valuation, $18,000 

Water  grant,  at  $300  per  lineal  foot,  25  feet, 7,600 

Gain  on  lot $10,500 

Lot  at  the  foot  of  Laight  street,  valued  at,  • 4,500 

Water  grant,  $200  per  lineal  foot,  25  feet, 5,000 

Making  a  loss  to  owner  of. $500 
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LoC  foot  of  Hammond  street,  valued  at,.  •  •  • $2,500 

Water  giaot^  $100  per  lineal  foot,  25  feet, 2,500 


These  estimates  and  valuations  of  lots,  water  grants  and 
benefits,  have  been  made  by  gentlemen  reputed  to  be 
good  judges,  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  Committee. 
It  will  be  perceived  that  the  parry  owning  the  $18,000  lot 
gains  $10,500  by  the  project ;  the  party  owning  the  $4,500 
lot  loosesf  $500  by  the  same  operation,  while  the  party 
owniqg  the  $2,500  lot  derives  no  benefit  for  all  the  expense 
and  trouble  he  has  been  put  to,  to  make  his  lot  of  ground . 


The  undersigned  has  been  informed  that  a  portion  of  the 
property  on  West  street  is  leased  for  a  term  of  years,  with 
covenants  that  the  parties  who  have  the  temporary  posses- 
sion thereof,  are  compelled  to  pay  all  expenses,  ordinary 
and  extraordinary.  If  the  improvement  should  be  adopted, 
such  of  our  citizens  having  leasehold  property  on  the  line, 
would  be  subjected  to  great  inconvenience  and  pecuniary 


If  all  the  piers  on  the  line  of  West  street  were  built  six 
hundred  feet  long,  to  the  present  exterior  line  for  piers,  and 
West  street  built  up  with  stores  and  warehouses,  I  am  of 
the  opinion  tnat  it  would  advance  the  taxable  property 
more  than  the  proposed  improvement,  and  spread  more 
generally  its  benefits  throughout  the  city,  and  save  the  city 
and  individuals  a  large  amount  of  money. 
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It  appears  evident,  from  a  close  examination  of  the  tables 
annexed  to  the  majority  report,  that  it  would  not  be  proper 
for  the  Common  Council  to  entertain  favorably  the  contem- 
plated improvement. 

In  conclusion,  tlie  undersigned  would  state^  that  however 
unpleasant  it  is  to  disagree  with  a  majority  of  the  Commit- 
tee, he  is  constrained  from  a  sense  of  duty  so  to  do,  believ- 
ing it  inexpedient,  and  that  at  present  no  public  emergency 
demands  or  requires  the  improvement  of  building  a  new 
block  of  ground  west  of  West  street. 

EZRA  SMITH, 
Minority  of  Special  Committee. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDEEMEIf, 


FEBRUARY  1,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  on  the  pe- 
tition of  a  number  of  ladies  of  New  York,  for  aid  in  the 
establishment  of  a  Female  House  of  Industry,  was  receiv- 
ed, laid  onthe  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 
annexed  petition  of  numerous  ladies  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  aid  and  a  building,  in  which  to  establish 
a  "  Female  ^ouse  of  Industry,"  respectfully 

REPORT : 

Xhat  it  appears  to  be  the  object  of  the  petitioners,  to 
establish   in  this  city,  an  Institution  which  shall  furnish  to 


\ 


Doc.  No.  22.)  340 

indigent  females — to  those  who  cannot  go  out  to  service,  or 
who  cannot  obtain  employment — and  also  to  that  numer- 
ous and  increasing  class  of  young  girls  who  support  them- 
selves by  begging,  sweeping  streets,  &c.,  with  the  means 
of,  and  the  inducements  to,  labor ;  which  shall  clothe  them, 
instruct  them,  and  give  and  confirm  in  them,  habits  of  in- 
dustry,— and  take  away  from  them  idleness  and  the  crowd 
of  temptations  that  beset  their  path . 

The  number  and  high  character  of  the  petitioners, 
furnish  a  guaranty  that  the  enterprise  is  undertaken  with 
energy,  earnestness  and  a  capacity  to  carry  it  through  :  and 
the  enterprise  itself,  is  one  which  commends  itself  to  all 
the  best  feelings  of  our  nature,  and  seeks  to  advance  the 
highest  interests  of  society. 

The  comparatively  few  employments  of  active  life, 
which  yields  a  renumeration,  to  which  women  can  devote 
themselves,  the  difficulty  of  their  obtaining  work,  and  the 
limited  return  which  such  work,  when  obtained,  brings 
them,  renders  it  more  imperative  to  extend  to  them  such 
aid  as  legitimately  lies  within  our  power.  The  avenues  of 
money  making  are  thronged  with  sturdy  men — women  if 
they  venture  upon  them,  are  jesiled  and  overridden.  Their 
chief  instrument  of  livelihood  is  the  needle,  and  the  com- 
pensation for  its  diligent  plying  is  small  indeed. 

The  consequence  is,  that  there  is  a  numerous  class  of 
females,  who,  with  the  best  intentions  and  tlie  most  impor- 
tunate endeavors,  are  not  able  to  find   work.     They  are 
willing  to  labor,  but  they  are  deprived  of  the  opportunity. 
The  privilege  of  toiling  is  not  granted  them,  and  they  eke 
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out  a  scanty  subsistence,  hangingc  upon  the  edges  of  charity, 
and  slipping  off  too  often,  into  the  absolute  necessity  of 
crime. 

Voluntary  associations  of  benevolent  ladies,  connected 
with  the  different  churches,  have  done  much  to  relieve  the 
distresses  of  the  poor,  to  furnish  them  with  labor,  and  to 
dispose  of  the  manufactured  result. 

But  much  more  is  required  to  be  done ;  and  besides, 
these  voluntary  associations  are  interrupted  during  much  of 
the  year,  when  those  who  compose  them  are  absent  from 
the  city. 

An  organization  like  the  one  contemplated  by  the  peti- 
tioners, would,  by  its  advantages,  its  regular  officers  and 
management,  and  its  continuous  operations  through  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year,  contribute  to  the  desired  object  in  a  degree 
which  mere  isolated  and  intermittent  efforts  could  never 
hope  to  attain. 

That  the  establishment  of  such  an  institution  would  not 
merely  relieve  much  misery,  and  advance  the  cause  of 
humanity,  but  would  also  restore  the  erring,  prevent  much 
vice  and  crime,  and,  in  its  progress,  rear  many  children  in 
comfort,  industry  and  virtue,  who  would  otherwise  be  only 
familiar  with  distress,  idleness  and  crime,  is  a  consideration 
which  makes  it  an  incumbent  duty  upon  those  who  have 
the  welfare  of  the  city  entrusted  to  them,  to  listen  to  the 
petition  with  favorable  ear. 

The  project  is  undertaken  by  ladies,  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  their  own  sex.     Our  attention  to  their 
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petition  will  give  direction  to  their  sympathies  and  chari- 
ties, in  a  channel  of  great  utility  ;  a  permanent  result  of 
which,  it  appears  to  your  Committee,  will  be  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  number  of  calls  upon  the  treasury,  in  countless 
ways,  and  the  arresting  of  much  of  sorrow  and  crime. 

It  would  appear  to  your  Committee  that  such  an  institu- 
tion should  have  the  sanctions,  the  succession  and  the 
permanency  of  an  incorporation  ;  and  your  Committee 
would  recommend  that  upon  such  a  charter  being  obtained, 
the  city  should  grant  to  it  a  suitable  guaranty,  upon  their 
complying  with  the  ordinances  of  the  Common  Council, 
as,  with  individual  contributions  that  may  be  obtained, 
will  erect  and  equip  a  suitable  building  for  the  purposes 
contemplated. 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANT,  )     c,     •  , 
ROBT.  T.  HAWS,  \  n^'^. 

JED.  MILLER,  S  C<m,mxttet. 
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PETITION. 


To  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  J^Tew  York: 

Your  petitioners,  who  propose  establishing  a  "Female 
House  of  Industry,"  respectfully  submit  to  your  considera- 
tion, the  objects  which  they  hope  to  attain,  trusting  that  a 
Divine  Providence,  in  whose  hands  they  may  become  the 
humble  instruments  of  good  to  their  fellow-beings,  will 
strengthen  and  support  them  in  their  arduous  undertaking, 
and  dispose  the  \n  arts  of  this  community  to  aid  them,  with 
the  liberality  they  have  ever  shown  in  the  cause  of  charity. 

• 

Such  an  institution  is  lo.d'y  ^  ailed  for  i  this  city,  from 
the  great  increase  of  tha-  class  whose  sole  dependence  is 
their  needle,  and  who  must  be  thrown  upon  public  charity, 
unless  sustained  by  the  exertions  of  their  own  sex ;  who 
now  most  anxiously  desire  to  befriend  them  in  their  hour  of 
need.  * 

During  the  winter  a  large  proportion  have  been  support- 
ed by  obtaining  employment  from  societies  formed  by  be- 
nevolent ladies  belonging  to  the  different  churches  in  this 
city.  The  Widow  Society  has  also  administered  liberally 
to  the  necessities  of  many,  and  with  the  aid  of  other  chari- 
table  institutions  they  have  been  hitherto  preserved  from 
suffering. 

For  the  ensuing  eight  months,  all  assistance  from  charita- 
ble  societies  is  withdrawn,  employment  for  the  poor  sewing 


Doc.  No.  S2.)  344 

women  has  ceased,  and  already  has  the  cry  of  distress  been 
sent  from  many  a  house,  and  its  once  industrious  inhabit- 
ants compelled  to  beg  from  door  to  door  that  work  which  is 
to  enable  them  to  retain  a  shelter  for  their  families  and  pre- 
serve them  from  starvation.  The  few,  who  are  success- 
ful in  obtaining  by  this  means  a  temporary  relief,  must 
eventually  suffer  during  the  summer,  when  the  many  who 
lend  a  ready  ear  to  the  tale  of  distress,  who  comfort  with 
their  sympathy,  and  relieve  with  a  bountiful  hand,  have  in 
common  with  the  thoughtless  and  the  gay,  fled  from  the 
city  in  search  of  pleasure  or  of  health,  and  left  it  to  the 
poor,  who  are  compelled,  unfriended  and  alone,  to  face  both 
poverty  and  pestilence. 


The  "  House  of  Industry''  proposes  to  furnish,  through 
the  whole  year,  employment  to  those  who  cannot  go  to 
service  or  obtain  work  from  the  various  tradesmen  ;  and  also 
to  provide  ft)r  that  numerous  class  of  young  girlsy  who  now 
suppport  themselves  by  begging,  sweeping  the  streets,  &c., 
and  from  idlemesa  too  frequently  fall  into  vice.  By  clothing 
them,  instructing  them  in  sewing,  and  giving  them  habits 
of  industry,  it  is  hoped  they  will  be  preserved  from  ruin, 
and  become  respectable  members  of  society. 


In  furnishing  the  means  of  an  honest  livelihood,  and  des- 
troying  the  pretexts  for  mendicity,  this  institution  will 
greatly  deserve  the  claims  on  public  charity,  which  encour- 
ages your  petitioners  to  hope,  that  when  their  views  are 
fully  understood,  and  the  good  they  hope  to  effect  is  duly 
considered,  their  petition  will  be  favorably  received  by  the 
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Common  Council,  from  whom  they  now  most  respectfully 
solicit  aid,  and  a  building  in  which  they  may  immediately 
commence  their  charitable  labors. 

Elizabeth  Fish,  President. 

M.  W.  H.  Leroy,  Vice  President. 
Helen  Kent,  Treasurer. 
M .  Brevoort,  Financial  Secretary. 
Mrs.  J.  Van  Rensselaer,  Secretary. 


Mrs.  Anthon, 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Tucker, 

"  Astor, 

"D.    T.Wolfe, 

"  T.  Fowler, 

"    J.  W.  Austen, 

"  M.  M.  Griswold, 

"   H.  D.  Aldrich, 

"  D.  Kennedy, 

"   James  Boorman, 

"  A.  Ogden, 

"   W.  G.  Ball, 

"  James  Roosevelt, 

*'   Buckley, 

"  Uriah  Smith, 

"   R.  M.  Blatchford, 

Miss  Sedgwick, 

**   Henry  Coit, 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Schmidt, 

"   R.W.Dickinson, 

'*    T.  C.  Doremus, 

"   George  S.  Robbins,. 

"   W.Edgar, 

"   Schuchardt, 

"   G.  Fox, 

"   J.  C.  Stevens, 

"   D.  Fearing, 

'«  iP.  S.  Van  Rensselaer, 

**    Gallatin, 

"   Wm.  Whitlock, 

"   Graves, 

"   J.  Warren, 

''   D.  H.  Haight, 

"   W.  D.  Waddington, 

^^   Samuel  Jaudon, 

''   E.  J.  Woolsey, 

"   E.  King, 

«   G.  M.  Wilkins, 

"   P.  M.Lydig, 

Miss  Aspinwall, 

'*   Mortimer  Livingston, 

*'   Downes, 

"   J.  R.  Livingston, 

"   Duer, 

"   Walter  Lowrie, 

**  Emmet, 
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Mrs.  Jacob  Le  Roy, 
"   Bache  McEvers, 
"   R.  H.  McCurdy, 
"   Patterson, 
"   D.  Parish, 
Mary  Ana  Parker, 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Spencer, 
"   Richard  Ray, 


346 


Miss  Howlandy 

"   Ludlow, 

"  Benson, 

"   Macomb, 

"    Morris, 
Mrs.  G.  L.  Storer, 

''  G.  P.  Hubley, 
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BOARD    or    ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  1,  1851. 


The  Annual  Report  of  the  City  Inspector  was  presented 
and  directed  to  be  printed  and  placed  on  file. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


City  iKSPEcroa's  Office,     ) 
New  York,  January  28,  1851.  \ 

To  the  Ilonorabk  the  Common  Council : 

The  undersigned  herewith  transmits  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Deaths  and  Interments  in  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  for  the  year  1860. 

Respectfully, 

A,  W.  WHITE. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council : 

In  accordaoce  with  the  provisions  of  ^^  An  ordinance 
organizing  the  Departments  of  the  Municipal  Government 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  (§  398,)  it  becomes  my  duty  again 
to  lay  before  you  a  report  of  "  the  whole  number  of  deaths 
in  the  city  and  county  during  the  preceding  year,  with  the 
sexes,  ages,  color  and  diseases  of  the  persons  so  dying,''  as 
obtained  from  the  certificates  of  death. 

I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  above  mentioned  re- 
port, together  with  several  other  tables  of  useful  statistics ; 
and  I  have  embodied  in  it  such  .other  important  informa- 
tion and  practical  suggestions  as  naturally  present  them- 
selves upon  a  review  of  the  tables,  or  as,  in  connection  with 
my  department,  the  public  welfare  appears  to  demand. 

The  matters  embraced  in  this  report  are  arranged  in  the 
following  order : 

First.  A  statement  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  report- 
ed to  this  department  during  the  year,  with  the  number  of 
still-born  and  premature  births;  the  number  of  those 
brought  to  this  city  for  interment ;  and  what  proportion  of 
the  deaths  reported  were  of  whites,  blacks,  males  and 
females. 

Second.  The  returns  of  the  year  so  arranged  as  to  show 
the  number  of  deaths  in  each  month,  and  exhibiting  the 
proportion  of  deaths,  during  the  month,  of  males,  females, 
adults  and  children. 
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Third.  A  table  exhibiting  the  number  of  still-born  chil- 
dren of  either  sex,  as  reported  daring  each  month  of  the 
past  year. 

Fourth.  A  table  showing  the  place  of  nativity  of  the 
deceased. 

Fifth.  A  statement  of  the  number  of  deaths  at  various 
public  institutions. 

Sixth.  A  statement  showing  the  places  of  interment,  and 
the  number  deposited  in  each. 

Seventh.  Monthly  returns,  arranged  in  tabular  form,  and 
exhibiting  the  number  of  deaths  from  any  particular  disease 
during  each  month  of  the  year,  as  also  the  sex  and  age  of 
the  persons  deceased. 

Eighth.  A  table  showing  at  one  view  the  whole  number 
of  deaths  from  various  causes,  during  each  month  of  the 
year. 

Jfinth.  Recapitulation  of  the  total  monthly  returns  of 
deaths  for  the  year,  with  the  sex  and  age. 

Tenth.  Recapitulation  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from 
each  disease,  during  the  year. 

Eleventh.  Remarks,  and  tables  of  comparison  with  pre- 
vious years,  &c.,  &c. 

Twelfth.  Meteorological  register  for  the  year. 
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The  whole  number  of  deaths  reported  to  this  De- 
fMirtment  dariog  the  year  1850,  was.. 16,978 

Wbicb  namber  ioeludet  the  gtill^bom  and 
those  who  died  from  malformation  and 
old  age,  together  with  the  premature 
births,  amountiag  together  to 1,533 

Deducting  these,  and  also  the  number 
brought  from  other  places  to  this  city  for 
interment  ,•••••• • 68 

Making  together 1,601 

We  have  the  number  of  deaths  which  actually 
occurred  from  disease,  casualties,  &c 15,377 

If  a  further  deduction  be  made  of  the  number  of 
casualties,  such  as  drowning,  &c.,  with  suicides 
and  murders^  amounting  in  all  to 648 

The  remainder  will  show  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  disease  alone  to  have  been 14,729 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths  reported    there 

were,  whites 16,529 

blacks 449 

Total 16,978 

The  number  of  male  adults  was 3,364 

**  "     children 5,794       9,158 

Total  of  males 9,158 

The  number  of  femak  adults  was 3,047 

"  "      children 4,773       7,820 

Total  of  females 7,820 

Total  number  of  adults 6,411 

"        "         "  chUdren 10,567 
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11. 

mmTHLT  JLRUJUIB. 

The  number  of  deaths  reported  in  the  month  of  January, 
I860,  was  1,349,  viz : 

w.mea::::::.:::::::;:^^!*-'"' '^ 

&":;;;::::::::::::::3l2'ci^™'--"' 


Total «.. ..1,349 

In  the  month  of  February,  1,307,  viz : 

r.en::::::::::::v.::22Jhduiu 669 

&^ ::::::: :::::::  v.v.m]  c^wren . .  .738 


Total 1,307 

lo  the  month  of  March,  1,326,  viz : 

Wo";;;::::::::::::::;:  ^1  *"•■"• ^^ 

S::::::::::::::::::^|~'«'"'--™< 

Total 1,326 

In  the  month  of  April,  1,207,  viz : 

GX::-:::::::::::::::_§ic'»"'»"'--««^ 

Total 1,207 
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In  the  month  May,  1,172,  viz  : 

fcn;::;::-;.-.-;;;.-."  Z\  '^"•"- ^^ 

S:;::::::::;;::::::l?Sh''"'"«'--«« 

Total 1,172 

In  the  month  of  June,  1,145,  viz : 

Men ; 246)  aj  u  ak.k. 

Women 209i^'^"'»» ^ 

gS[:::::::::::::::::::  I95S  chiidren....69o 

Total 1,145 

In  the  month  of  July,  1,812,  viz : 

mmen;;;;;;;;/.^  ^ 

gX::::::::::::::::::  lil\  chiidren...i,279 

Total 1,812 

In  the  month  of  Auoust,  2,049,  viz  : 

Men..*. 305>  ^j  u  n^^ 

Women 268$^^"^^ ^^^ 

SV.V.V/.V.\\\\\\\\*.'  m\  Children..  1,476 

Total 2,049 

In  the  month  of  September,  1,461,  viz: 

Men 279)  ..  |,  ^.^ 

Women 233  J  ^^"^^ "2 

G?S*.\*.V.'.\\\' ! ! \ [ ! V.V.  398 \  Children  . . .949 

Total ,  1,461 


849  CDoe.  No.  S3. 

In  the  month  of  Octobbb,  1,321,  viz : 

M«» 303?^jy,jg 574 


Women 271$ 

Boys 413( 

Girls 334$ 


"^y "^^^i  Children.... 747 


1,321 


Id  the  month  of  Novembeb,  1,302,  viz : 

Men 278>.,.  ^q. 

Women 226$'^*"'^'' ^*^ 

G?S:::::::::v;.v.v;;.:  ^j  chiidren...798 

Total 1,302 

In  the  month  of  December,  1,527,  viz  : 

Men... •••: 240)  aj.u«  kcw 

Women 287  P'^"^" ^^7 

gX:.:::v;.:::  ::::.::::  5??  j  chiidren..i,ooo 

Total 1,627 
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III. 


TABLE 


Showing  the  number  of  still-born  children,  as  obtained 
from  the  certificates  during  the  year. 


January. . 
February  . 
March..  •• 

April 

May 

June.    ... 

July 

August.. . 
September 
October. .-. 
November. 
December. 


MOMTIU. 


Males. 

49 
56 
57 
58 
45 
61 
64 
64 
42 
49 
69 
61 


Femala. '    Total. 


45 
45 

52 

36 

47 

32  I 

40 

38 

29 

43 

35 

35 


94 

101 

109 

94 

93 

93 

104 

102 

71 

92 

104 

96 


Total 675]  477   1,152 
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IV. 

A   STATSXSVT 

IXBIBITINO   THI   PLACES   OF   NATIVITY    OP   THE   DECEASED. 

United  States 11,715 

Ireland 3,382 

Germany 812 

England 440 

Scotland 147 

France 80 

British  America 48 

Wales 22 

West  Indies , 586 

Holland 18 

Pruasia v •••••  3 

Switxerland 16 

Italy 19 

Sweden.  .•• « « 8 

Denmark  •  • ,  • . ,  8 

Russia «. 8 

Poland 2 

Africa 3 

Norway 7 

Portugal I • 2 

South  America 2 

Spain • •.••: 4 

Belgium 3 

Austria 1 

Sandwich  Islands , 1 

Unknown 203 

Total 16,978 

2 


P0«.N0.«U)  aB» 


V. 

▲  STATXXSVT 

OP   THE   NUMBER   OP    DEATHS   AT   TARIOUS   PUBLIC   INSTITUTIOirib 


Ward's  Islaxid,  (Emigrant  Hospital) 

Bellevue  Hospital 48S 

Alms  House>  Blackwell's  Island 169 

Penitentiary  Hospital^  Blackwell's  Island •  •  •  8b' 

Small  Pox        "                   "             "     4B 

Lunatic  Asylum                  ^^             ^'      «.••••  66 

City  Hospital ^ ...••• 39S 

"    Priwn .••  7 

Children'a  Hospital,  RaodaU's  Islimd 113 

Colored  Home »•«.••..«••.•... u... 98 

^^      Orphan  Asylum 6 

Bloomingdale         ^'       »«»»«« IS 

Total 2,358 
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VI. 
nksn  ov  ""■ 1 

AMD  THE  NUHBnt  DKPMlTtb  tlT  KACH. 


M   ^    <     f   H 


Roman  Catholic  Cemeteries 6,925 

PoUcr'8  Field 3,023 

Methodist  Cemetery 1,471 

Presbyterian      ^^       764 

Germaa  Lutheran  Cemetery. .  • ••••.•••••.•  .    433 

Episcopal                       '^       347 
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TBt  Moirra  OF 

Decbmbvb 
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}l0BASB8,  AS  REPORTED  IV  EACH  MoNTH  DURING  lEGO. 


Mat.-  Juice. 


21 

I  9 
63 


3 
24 


1 


7 
3 
2 


19   15 
1 

I    3 ;     3 

!  30  I  29 

1  9  '   8 

!**i8****9 


1 
1 

14 

8 

61 


20 


6 

42 

8 

1 

88 


1 

1 

3 

2 

13 

8 

20 

21  , 

I 

2  1 

6 

9 

2 

2 

34 

31 

30 

25 

7 

7 

11 

1 
30 

4 

j 

113 

66 

31 

26 
11 
96 


17 

5 

85 


22 

8  . 
46  I 


26 

4 

41 


I  15  !  29 
I  20  I  30 


36  :  19 
136  !  198 


4 
18 


2  ' 


15 


3 
10 


1 


20 

121 

1 

1 

11 
2 
3 
1 


13 
92 


3 

8 


1 


•  •  •  •  . 


10 

3 

15 


1 
11 

8 
19 


5 
2 
1 


2 
12 

5 
5 
2 


12 
7 
2 


2 

4 
5 


1 
13 

2 
12 


1 
2 

11 
5 

16 


3 

7  ; 

12  1 

9i 

13  ! 


2 

2 

4 

lU 

13 

21 


18 
6 

48 
1 
9 

54 


1 

12 


1 
2 


1  i 
16  I 


1 

26 

6 

1 

32 


19 

4 

49 


8 
38 


23 


13 

202 

9 

43 

343 

80- 

5 

473 

1 

3 

1 

261 

77 

709 

1 

173 

792 

3 

28 

172 

3 

7 

3 

16 

9 

1 

15 

4 

2 

96 

38 

30 

3 

6 

12 

36 

152 

(X) 

311 
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Tablk  showikg  the  kuhbeb  of  Deaths  fkom  TABmn 


Cause  of  Death. 


Fever,  Tj  [i'.o\d 

"     Typhus.,,. 

Gout 

Heart,  Disease  of 

Hip,         » 

Hooping  Cough 

Inanition 

Influenza 

InllanimalioD 

"  of  Bladder 

"  of  Brain 

'*  of  Bowels 

"  of  Chest , 

"  of  Heart 

"  of  Joints 

"  of  Kidneys... . 

"  of  Liver 

"  of  Lungs 

"  of  Stomach'..., 

*'  of  Throat 

"  of  Womb 

IntiissreptioD  of  Intestines,, 

Insanity 

i  Intemperance 

h  Jaundice 

|;  Killed  or  Murdered 

■.:  Lues  Venerea 

,:  M  

I  Marasmus 

I  Measles 

|.  Mortification , 

|,  *'  of  Foot ■ 

Mumps 

Menses,  Retention  of. 

Neuralgia 

Old  Age 

Palsy , 

Phlebitis 

Pleurisy 

jjPolypm. ■ 


54        53       30 


29  I     37 

6  !     s 


2 

1 

7 

3 



a 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

45 

42 

15 

10 

1  2 

12  I     16  j 


V 

361 


14 

119 
14 


431 

(Doc. 

,  No.  23. 

Diseases,  as  reported  iir  each  Mouth  nvaise  18&0. 

Hat. 

:  June. 

1 

1 

'  July. 

1 

! 

Aug.  j  Sept. 

1 

j  Oct. 

i 

Not. 

Dec. 

1 

1; 

1 

Total. 

7 

6 

1 

5 

3 

9 

8 

i    8 

76 

32 

1  21 

16 

13   36 

38 

31 

I   35 

396 

1 
!  19 

1 

1 
24 

"*32* 

2 
263 

25 

i  24 

19  j  17 

22 

..... 

i 

1 

!  1 

15 

1 

i 

2  ! 

13 

i  16 

33 

12 

10 

13 

'1 
180 

1 

2 

'   1 

3 

3 

1 

2 

j  .  .  •  .  a  a 

15 

2 

1 
2 

1 

i 

1 

i  •  •  .  •  •  • 

1 

6 
43 

2 

i   8 

3  ;  4 

1  •  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

1 

i    2 

1 

1 

!   15 

1 
21 

1    3 
1   34 

8 
335  1 

'21' 

1  24 

"49* 

29 

23 

22 

24 

52 

53 

39 

'   37 

31 

35 

433 

3 

3 

7 

4 

2 

I 

5 

2 

41 

1 

1 

1 

5    3 

2 

1 

21  i{ 

..... 

1 
3 

( 

1  i 

5 

,  -  -  «  .  . 

2 

1 

"3' 

20 
112 

9 

10 

9 

16  !   6 

12 

4 

11 

75 

■  57 

36 

40   48 

58 

79 

127 

924  ^ 

9 

9 

10 

18   11 

15 

6 

12 

137 

6 

1 

■  9  #  #  • 

1  1 

i    4 

4 

8 

41 

3 

3 

i 

1 

1 

1  !    1 

3 

•  •'..«* 

1 

19 
4 
9 

..... 

"•2'! 

!.'.'!!  "2' 

2 

3 
3 

4  1 

2 
3 

1 

2 

2 

31 
21 

1  ! 

1 

1 

1  1 

5 

1  

1 

1 

3 

19 

2 

2  i 

1  ! 

1 ;    4 

3 

3 

4 

26 

3 

1  < 

2 

2       4 

2 

1 

5 

28 

35 

63 ; 

88 

129 

108 

70 

46 

48 

746 

20 

.  19 

26 

42   18 

20 

43 

80 

324 
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Table  showing  ths  number  of  Deaths  from  ya&ious 


Cause  of  Death- 


Jan.  I  Feb.  iM'ch.iApril' 


2 

16 


Poison •  •  •  •  • 

Premature  Birth • 

Piirpera 

Rheumatism |  3 

Rupture • ,  2 

"      of  Bladder \.... 

"      of  Heart 1  1 

"      of  Womb I.... 

Scrofula |  7 

Small  Pox ;  18 

Spinal  Disease. |  1 

Sprue ;  1 

Still-born j  94 

Suicide.. i  2 

Stone 


1 
13 


11       10 


1 
2 


7 
13 


1 

101 

1 


7 
19 
2 
2 
109 
2 


I 


I, 


Stricture 

*'      of  Diaphragm 

Suffocation 

Strangulation 

Scurvey 

Schirrus j.... 

Teething ]       3 

Tetanus j  •  •  • . 

Tumor • ; .  • . . 

Ulcers ! . . . . 


1 
5 
1 
1 


7 
3 
1 


u 


Ulceration  of  Brain 

^^         of  Intestines 1 

^^         of  Larynx |.. .. 

of  Lungs !.... 

"         of  Throat ■      2 

''         of  Womb |.... 

Unknown ;     11 

Varioloid 

Worms 


12 
1 


1 

1 

21 


1 
4 

10 
2 
1 

94 


1 

13 
1 
3 


1 


12 


Total '1349  1307    1326   1207  = 


48t 
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ISEA8ES,  AS  BEPOBTED  IV   EACH  MONTB  DTTBIITO  1850. 

1 

1 

T 

IfAT. 

1 

1 

• 

•  a  a  • 

June. 

July. 

Auci. 

1 

i 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Die. 

Total. 

i 

2 

2; 

2 

1 

5 

1 
15  ! 

15   19 

13 
1 
1 

17  1 

20 

14 

15 

20 

183  1 

1 
21" 

'*3*;  "3* 

2 

•  •  ■  •  • 

1 

1 

4 

2    1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

15 

....   1  

; 

1 

1 

..... 

••  •••'•-■--- 

1 

6 

69 

****l 

9 

'"3* 

1 

6 

1 

3 

....^. 

1 

8 

3  '■      5 

11  :  15 

11 

14 

11 

14 

35 

60 

231 

3  > 
1 

■  •  •  ■  > 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

"**4* 

13 
34 

4 

6 

9 

92  i  93  j  104 

102 

71 

92 

104 

96 

1152  ; 

5  I   11   4 

1 

1 

1 i 

2 

1 

4 

•  m  •  •  •  m^ 

7 

31 
1 
2 
1 

13 

a  a  a  •       X 

1  1 

1 

a  a  a  •  a  a 

1  •  a  a  •  •  ' 

1  i 

1  ' 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

i 

1 

1 

12 

•  •  •  •  •! 

1 
2 

2 

1 

2 

1  •  •  •  •  •  1 

1 

2 

10 

5 

16 

27 

13 

17 

5 

7 

128 

1  1   1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

2 

3 

26 

2  1   3 

1 
1 

i 1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

8 

1    1 

1 

1 

...... 

1 

I 

1  •  •  a  a  • 

1 

19 

3  1   1 

2 

4 

7 

1 

1  . 

1 

1 

10 

2 

176 

••••1 i 

•  •  •  • 

1 

1 

1...., 

1 

j 

1  •  A  #  #  # 

1 

1 

13 

1 

"2* 

i i 

13  1  16 

17 

1  14 

..... 

17 

19 

2 

1 

>  •  •  •  a  a 

1 
2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10 
6 

1* 

1 

i 

1172 

1145 

'I8I2 

'2049 

1461 

1321 

1302 

1527 

16978  i 
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Recapitulation  of  the  Total  Monthly  Returhs 


Months. 


January,.  •  < 
February,. 
March,..  .., 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August,..  .. 
September,. 
October,  • • , 
November,. 


1349 
1307 
1326 
1207 
1172 
1145 
1812 
2049 
1461 
1321 
1302 


lii; 


December, 1527 


Total 


702 
705 
697 
652 
616 
641 
984 
1088 
830 
716 
724 
803 


647;  2871  135'  156 

I  I 

:  ;  I 

602'  27 1;  116  121 

629'  289|  122;  156', 

I  i  i   I 

555  259i  941  114 

556|  279i  100'  96 


504'  291 


828 
961 
631 
605 
578 
724 


665 


124;     94; 

I 

296!  124 


6581  423i  166 


915817820 


!  I         ' 

379   2351  130 

I 

306i  143'  140 

i     : 

248   1721  150 
347   1751  19ll 


427921351638 


486 


(Doo.  No.  S3, 


BATHS   FOR  THE    YeAS,  WITH   THE   SeX   AND    AOE. 


! 


1 

s 


57 
64 
67 


146 
164 
152 


! 


38  142 


46 


137 


I  40!  121 

I 


128 
149 
127 
137 
131 


91i 

I 

107' 

I 

91 
107' 

I 
I 

80i 


60j  140 
66!  171 


63!  154 


I 


i!  43!  153 

] 

42i  126 

I 
72|  165 

^ 1 


H  6281771 


110  80 
134;  78 
137:  100 
143'  95 


131! 

! 

133' 


145! 


93 

I 

i 

89| 

I 

87! 


67^  50  35 

I 

58  50'  22 


72 

I 

60 
70 
54 


52 

I 

66| 

60: 

60 


27  31 


70  44 


52 
40 
54 
63 


160511098  749 


8 


8 


I'l 


46'  28 
44'  22 


34  21 


60'  37  24 


19 

I 

191 

I 

29' 
22! 
33 


1 
1 


4  |.. ..  16 

j      : 

2  j....!  14 

I 


12 
17 
17 
11 
17 
22 
18 
15 
12 

13....!   1 

I    ; 
19;  2  I 


10;  2  1.... 


4 
4 


,:  14 


1  I  19 

1  :  28 

11 

18 

10 

9 


303  183'  18 
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RECAPirULATION  OF  THE  TOTAL  NUMBEE  Of 


Abscess 

^^      Abdominal 

'^       of  Kidneys.  •  •. 

"      of  Liver 

'^      of  Lungs 

Aneurism 

Angina •  •  •  • 

Apoplexy 

Asphyxia 

Asthma 

Atrophia 

Bleeding 

"       from  Lungs. . . 

"       from  Stomach. 

'*        from  Womb.. . 

Bronchitis 

Burned  or  Scalded 

Cachexia... 

Cancer • 

"      of  Breast 

of  Rectum 

of  Stomach  .... 

of  Tongue 

of  Womb 

Cancrum  Oris 

Carbuncle 

Caries 

Casualties. .  •  •  • 

Catarrh 

Chicken  Pox 

Clorosis 

Cholera 

'^     Infantum 

"      Morbus 

Colic 

Contussion  of  the  Brain. 

Congestion 

'^        of  Lungs.. . . 

Constipation 

Consumption 

Convulsions 

Coup  de  Soleil. 

Croup 


u 


58 

1 

1 

3 

2 

16 

27 

572 

16 

28 

76 

62 

39 

17 

19 

132 

86 

4 

54 

6 

1 

3 

1 

18 

26 

1 

14 

218 

6 

1 

1 

57 

713 

44 

28 

1 

13 

202 

9 

1928 

1288 

29 

356 


Cyanosis I  • . 

Debility 

Delirium  Tremens  ....•• 

Diabetes 

Diarrhoea •  • 

Disease  of  Bone 

^^  of  Knee  Joint.  •  • 
Drinking  Cold  Water.  • . . 
Dropsy 

"      in  the  Chest 

^^      in  the  Head 

''      of  Heart... 

Drowned 

Dysentery 

Dyspepsia 

Epilepsy 

Erysipelas 

Eruption ••«••. 

Exposure.  • 

Fistula 

Fracture 


u 
u 
u 
ii 

Fever 


of  Leg... 
of  Neck, 
of  Scull., 
of  Spine, 
of  Thigh 


Bilious 

Congestive... 

Hectic 

Inflammatory 

Intermittent. . 

Nervous , 

Puerperal.... . 

Remittent. . . 

Scarlet 

Spotted 

Typhoid 

Typhus 

Gout.... 

Heart,  Disease  of. 

Hip,        « 
Hooping  Cough 


4» 

343' 

80 

5 

473i 

1 

3 

i; 

261 

77 

709! 

1 

173 

792) 

3 

28! 

172; 

3l 

7' 

31 

16! 

? 

15' 

4 

2 

9& 
38! 


iC 
U 
iC 
U 
iC 
U 
U 
U 
ii 
ii 


a 


30] 


(( 


121 

36! 
152 

sill 

Ii 

76' 
396 

2! 

263; 

2> 

180i 
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BATBt  ntOM  BACH  DISEASE,  DX7RIK6  1860. 


lanition 15 1  Premature  Birth, 183 

iflnenza 6 1  Purpera 1 

iflammation 43  ~ 


u 

a 
u 
u 

ii 
ii 
ii 
u 
it 


of  Bladder..      8 
of  Brain. ...  335 
of  Bowels . .  433 
of  Chest....     41 
of  Heart. . . . 
of  Joints. .. 
of  Kidneys., 
of  Liver. . . . 
of  Lungs.... 


Rheumatism. 21 

Rupture 15 

''      of  Bladder 1 

"      of  Heart 1 

"      of  Womb 5 

21 1  Scrofula 69 

1  Schirrua.. 12 

20  Scurvy.... 1 

112  Small  Pox 231 

924 1  Spinal  Disease 13 


of  Stomach.   137 1  Sprue... 34 


of  Throat..  41 

"            of  Womb...  19 

itassception  of  Intestines  4 

oanity 9 

[temperance 31 

kundice 21 

illed  or  Murdered 10 

lies  Venerea 26 

alformation 
arasmus... 


Still-born 1152 

Stone 1 

Strangulation 1 

Stricture 2 

^ '      of  Diaph  ragm ...  1 

Suffocation 13 

Suicide 31 

Teething 128 

28  i  Tetanus.. . ' 26 

746!  Tumor 14 


easles 324 

orlification 52 

"          of  Foot 1 

nmps 1 

ienses,  Retention  of. . . .  1 

eiiralgia 6 

170 


Ulcers 

Ulceration  of  Brain. 


a 
ii 

ii 


of  Intestines., 
of  Larynx.... 
of  Lungs .... 
of  Throat.... 
of  Womb.... 


8 
1 

19 
1 
1 

10 
2 
176 


Id  Age 

alsy 100 1  Unknown 

hlebitis    •. .       2 ;  Varioloid. 10 

leurisy 30  j  Worms i 6 

olypus 1 


oison 


15 


Total 16,978 


I  ^ 
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Before  reviewing  the  preceding  taUe^  we  may  naturally 
congratulate  each  other,  and  return  thanks  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  life  and  death,  upon  being  exempted  from  the 
destructive  epidemic  of  the  previous  year,  which,  of  itself^ 
swept  off  more  than  five  thousand  of  our  inhabitants. 

The  few  deaths  reported  from  cholera,  this  year,  occur- 
red chiefly  to  newly  arrived  immigrants,  and  were  thus 
distributed  through  the  year,  viz  : 

January, 1 

February,.  • 45 

March,  at  the  Emigrants'  Refuge,  Ward's  Island,. .  •  3 

June, ...•••..  2 

July 6 

67 

The  dreadful  scourge  above  mentioned,  was  justly  ap- 
prehended as  likely  to  revisit  our  city  during  the  year,  and 
I  recommended  in  my  last  report,  mcreased  vigilance  in  the 
purification  of  the  city.  I  am  happy  to  add  that  every 
officer,  whose  duty  it  was  to  aid  me  in  the  undertaking,  has 
given  me  his  cheerful  assistance.  How  well  we  have  suc- 
ceeded, may  be  learned  from  the  reports  and  tables,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  done,  a  sketch  will  be 
given  in  another  place.  It  is  proper,  however,  to  say ,  that  the 
existence  of  cholera  in  certain  sections  of  our  country,  causes 
us  yet  to  apprehend  another  visitation,  and  we  recommend 
that  the  same  purifications  should  still  be  kept  up  to  lessen 
the  ravages  of  this  as  well  as  of  other  diseases,  during  the 
coming  year. 
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In  comparing  the  retorna  of  mortality  in  the  aggregate, 
88  well  a8  from  particular  diseases  during  the  months  of  the 
preceding  year,  with  those  of  1849,  we  must  constantly 

bear  io  mind  the  existence  of  the  epidemic  of  the  latter 
year. 

As  stated  in  the  last  report,  the  city  was  in  a  healthful 
condition  during  the  earlier  and  latter  months  of  the  year, 
in  the  absence  of  the  pestilence  ;  indeed,  the  mortality  for 
those  months  was  much  less  than  for  the  corresponding 
periods  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  lessens  the  mortality  from 
other  diseases,  while  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  the 
same  class  of  diseases,  as  the  epidemic  is  g^reatly  increased, 
aa  the  following  table  will  show. 


Number  of  deaths*  in  1849  from  > 

Cholera  Infantum, $         1926,  in  1850,  713 

Cholera  Morbus 241,         "       44 

Diarrhoea 783,         "    343 

Dysentery 1256,  "    792 

Typhoid  Fever 187,  "      76 

Inflammation  of  Bowels 531,         ^'    433 

Ulceration        "        "     26,         "       19 

Inflammation  of  Stomach 156,         ^^     137 

CoUc 28 

Teething 128 

Hepatitis • 112 

Ascites 261 

We  will  now  proceed  to  compare  the  total  mortality  from 
disease  in   1850,  with  that  of  the  preceding  year%    In 

13 


V 
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table  1  we  find  the  namber  of  deaths  from  diseasB  alone  to 
have  been,  14,729  ;  in  the  preceding  year,  21,741. 

Deducting  the  number  of  deaths  from  cholera,  in  each 
year,  we  have  deaths  from 

Ordinary  diseases,  in  1850 14,672 

"  ''        "1849 16,670 

Decrease  of  mortality  in  1850 1,998 

To  arrive  at  a  more  reliable  ratio  we  will  compare  the 
number  of  deaths  in  1850,  with  the  number  that  occurred 
in  1848,  when  the  city  was  free  from  pestilence : 

Number  of  deaths  from  ordinary  diseases  in  1848.  • .  14,226 
"  "  "  "        "  1850...  14,672 

Thus  showing  the  increase  of  mortality  during  two  years 
to  have  been  but  446,  which,  considering  the  increase  of 
population,  and  of  emigration,  actually  shows  a  large  de- 
crease of  mortality. 

An  exact  census  of  the  population  of  this  city  having 
been  taken  during  the  past  year,  the  following  approximate 
table  of  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  deaths  to  that  of  the 
population,  in  each  year  since  1805,  has  been  again  com- 
piled for  convenient  reference.  It  is  necessary,  however, 
to  premise  that  the  tide  of  emigration,  (over  620,000  for  the 
last  three  years,)  settling  through  New  York,  and  which 
adds  thousands  to  our  bills  of  mortality,  in  a  manner,  which 
will  be  shown  hereafter,  has  increased  within  the  last  tea 
years  in  a  much  greater  mtio  than  the  population. 
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at  retumt  can  bt  obtaiTted,)  and  the  ratio. 
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YEARS 


Deaths  from  dis-  Pi^poIatioB. 
andaccidenta 


to  popalation. 


1840 
1841 
1842 
1843 

1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


7,868 

8,531 

8,503 

7,938 

8,127 

9,886 

10,079 

14,441 

,  14,663 

22,373 

15,377 


312,710 


1  to  39,  74 


371,223 


1  to  37,  56 


iTyphu*. 
I  Cholera. 


515,394    1  to  33,  52 


I 


I      ^'nif  te 


'■VtVt 


The  last  ratio  in  the  preceding  table  seemi  to  show  a 
greater  mortality  than  any  since  1805;  but  we  must  take 
into  consideration  that  within  the  last ,  five '  years  nearly 
100,000  of  our  most  healthy  citizens,  (viz  :  of  that  class 
who  live  neatly  and  comfortably^)  since  the  ferries  and 
avenues  of  access  to  our  city  have  become  so  numerous  and 
easy,  have  removed  to  Brooklyn,  Williamsburgh^and  other 
places  adjacent,  the  heads  of  the  families  still  doing  busi- 
ness during  the  day  in  this  city  ;  whilst  those  least  protect- 
ed from  disease  always  remain  in  our  midst.  Besides,  hav- 
ing the  foreign  alms-houses  emptied  into  our  city — ^besides, 
having  the  thousands  of  emigrants  who  seek  the  west, 
leaving  their  sick  from  shipboard  to  die  in  our  midst,  and  in- 
fect our  own  population,  we  have  those  who  become  dis« 
eased  within  the  first  three  years  after  their  arrival,  (during 
which  time  the  city  is  chargeable  with  their  support  J  sent 
back,  daily,  to  die  in  our  institutions,  fVom  all  parts  of  the 
country,  to  which  we  may  add,  that  the  convenience  of  our 
hospitals,  and  the  fame  of  our  physicians  and  surgeons  at- 
tract hundreds,  in  addition  to  those  injured  on  our  road  and 
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water  routes,  whose  names  swell  our  list  of  mortality,  in- 
stead of  {hat  where  they  have  resided. 

To  resume  our  review  of  the  tables.  The  mortality  of 
males  in  1850,  was  greater  by  1,338  than  that  of  females. 
This  excess  continues  as  in  previous  years  to  consist  in  the 
greater  mortality  of  male  children,  it  being  1,021,  whilst  the 
excess  of  male  adult  mortality  over  female  is  but  317. 

The  higher  rate  of  mortality  in  male  adults  can  be  readily 
accounted  for  from  the  fact  of  their  being  more  exposed  to  the 
causes  of  disease  and  accident,  as  proved  by  the  preceding  ta- 
bles :  thus  the  deaths  resulting  from  casualties  amount  to  218, 
only,  26  of  which  were  females;  and  the  same  of  drown- 
ing, 173,  only  16  of  which  were  females.  But  I  know  of 
no  way  of  accounting  fully  for  the  higher  rate  of  mortality 
among  male  than  female  children,  which  commences  even 
before  birth.  The  subject  still  remains  open  for  those  in- 
terested in  tracing  results  to  causes. 

The  great  mortality  of  children  compared  with  that  of 
adults  seems  so  disproportionate  as  to  be  truly  alarming. 
According  to  table  l,*we  find  the  whole  number  of  deaths 
of  children  to  be  10,567,  and  that  of  adults  6,411,  or  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  whole.  The  following  table  exhibits  the 
number  of  children  and  adults  deceased  within  the  last 
four  years,  and  further  shows  that  the  disproportion  here 
spoken  of  is  constantly  increasing : 

Deaths  of  children  in  1847 8,428 

"  "  1848 8,889 

"  "     .        1849. 12,028 

"  "  1860... 10,567 
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Death  of  adults  in  1847 7,071 

"  "  1848 7,021 

"  "  1849 11,746 

"  "  1850 6,411 

By  far  the  greater  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the 
first  year  of  existence.  Deducting  the  still-born  and  pre- 
mature, we  have  2,944. 

Number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  deducting  the 
still-born  and  premature : 

1S47.        184S.        1849.        1850. 

3,058 3,413 3,132 2,944 

The  next  highest  period  of  mortality  is  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  thirty  : 

1847.  1848.  1849.  1850. 

1,947 1,795 2,910 1,771 

The  period  of  life  during  which  the  mortality  was  lowest, 
between  ten  and  twenty  : 

1847.  1848.  1849.^  1850. 

646 707. 1,074 628. 

The  next  lowest  rate  for  any  period  under  sixty,  occurred 
between  (he  ages  of  five  and  ten,  being  only  700  for  the 
past  year. 

A  great  fatality  seems  to  exist  between  the  age  of  twenty 
and  (hiriy,  and  a  large  number  continues  to  be  carried  off 
until  the  age  of  sixty  is  reached,  after  which,  of  course, 
the  ratio  must  decrease. 
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One  hundred  and  seventy  are  reported  as  dying  of  old 
age,  the  correctness  of  which  may  be  judged  of  from  the 
foct,  that  207  died  aged  upwards  of  eighty  years,  and  510 
aged  upwards  of  seventy. 

Number  of  deaths  between  the  age  of  ninety  and  one  hun- 
dred years,  in  . 

1S47.  1848.  1849.  1850. 

34  30  43  18 

Number  of  deaths  over  one  hundred  years  of  age,  in 

1847.  1848.  1840.  1850. 

3  —  76 

BATIO  OF  DEATHS  AT  EACH   PEHIOD   OF  LIFE  TO   THE   TOTAL 

MORTALITY. 

The  ratio  of  deaths  under  one  year  was,  in 

184r.  18«8.  1849.  1800. 

Under  1  year,. .  .1  to  3.83,  1  to  4.10,  1  to  6.33,  1  t6  4.00 

Prom  1  to  2  "      8.68,  "    8.05,  «< 

2  «  6  «     11.18,  «    9.74,  " 

6  "  10  «    24.26,  •'  21.43,  " 

10  "  20  "    24.43,  "  24.64,  •' 

20  "  30  "      8.10,  «    8.16,  " 

30  «  40  "      8.61,  "    8.60,  « 

40  "  60  "     12.34,  "  12.00,  " 

50  «  60  "    21.16,  "  19.32,  « 

60  '»  70  «    26.72,  «  28.20,  « 

70  «  80  "    46.23,  "  37.12,  " 

80  «  90  «  103.18,  "  74.65,  "  106.19  " 

90  "  100  «  461.00,    469.60,  "  562.86  "  943.00 


10.03  " 

8.00 

10.62  " 

10.00 

21.22  " 

24.26 

22.04  «* 

27.00 

8.16  " 

9.69 

7.79  " 

10.61 

10.96  « 

15.43 

19.15  « 

22.64 

25.89  " 

31.41 

48.02  " 

66.59 

06.19  « 

94.30 
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The  ratio  for  1850  differ  more  tbao  in  3ome  other  years; 
but  the  UDiformity  of  the  ratio  for  similar  ages  strikes  us  at 
the  first  glance.  The  fatality  at  the  begianing  and  meri- 
diao  of  life  is  marked  and  uniform* 

In  further  reviewing  table  VHI.,  we  find  that  the  least 
mortality  in  any  single  month,  for  any  period  of  life^  before 
its  decline,  was  in  May,  when  only  35  died,  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  ten.  Thus,  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  the 
population,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  ten,  in  May,  was 
only  1  to  14,286. 

In  June,  which  should  be  considered  the  healthiest 
month  of  the  past  year,  only  forty  died  between  the  ages  of 
ten  and  twenty  years ;  the  total  mortality  for  the  month 
was  but  1,145.  The  two  succeeding  months  show  the 
greatest  mortalit}'^,  that  for  July  being  1,812,  for  August, 
2,049.  The  month  of  November  shows  the  lightest  mor* 
tality  during  the  year  1849,  when  the  number  deceased 
was  bnt  992,  while  for  the  month  of  July  and  August,  the 
most  sickly,  the  number  was  respectively  5,296  and  3,995. 
And  I  find,  by  lookinof  over  the  tables,  that,  for  a  number 
of  years  past»  the  months  of  July  and  August  have  invari- 
ably been  distinguished  by  the  same  fatality,  while  the 
month  exhibiting  the  least  mortality  is  somewhat  variable. 

■  

Thus,  in  1848)  it  was  November  ;  in  1847,  January.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  peculiar  fatality  of  July  and  August 
appears  to  be,  that  it  is  during  those  two  months  that  cho- 
lera infantum,  and  similar  diseases  of  children,  chiefly 
prevail.  Those  interested  can  find  some  explanation  of  the 
above  by  consulting  the  nieterelogical  tables.  It  is  worthy 
of  remark  tba^  ceterii  paribus,  those  months  were  freest 
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from  diseaie  during  which  the  mercury  in  the  barometer 
raised  the  highest,  and  the  thermometer  fhowed  the  fewest 
sudden  variations  of  temperature. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  review  some  of  the  diseases  of 
infancy,  in  connection  with  the  reports  of  previous  years. 

The  accidents  of  parturition  amount,  during  the  past 
year  to  1,335,  which  does  not  show  so  great  an  increase  as 
during  the  three  previous  years.  This  will  appear  below, 
as  well  as  the  interesting  physiological  fact  that  the  greater 
mortality  of  still-born  male  infants  is  owing  to  their  supe- 
rior size,  no  such  disparity  existing  between  the  sexes  in  the 
mortality  resulting  from  premature  birth. 

1847. 

Still-born males,  514 ;  females,  430 ;  total,  944 

Premature  births      "      53;        ''         61;     "       114 

1848. 

Still-bom males,  531 ;  females,  476  ;  total,  1,027 

Premature  births    "        69;        "        66;     "         152 

1849. 

'  Still-born males,  674 ;  females,  494 ;  total,  1,168 

Premature  births    "       81;      "  71;    «        152 

1860. 

Still-born males,  675 ;  females,  477 ;  total,  1,162    . 

Premature  births > ^^        183 

I  gave  you,  last  year,  a  table  showing  the  ratio  of  the 
inoTRaje  of  the  accidents  of  child-birth  oinoe  1806|  but  not 
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havings  the  census  since  1846,  the  ratio  for  the  last  five 
years  could  not  be  shown.    It  is  here  subjoined : 

In  1806  the  ratio  to  population  was  as  1  to  1612.12 

"  1810  " 

"  1816  " 

"  1820  " 

"  1826  " 
**  1830        " 

"  1836  " 

"  1840  " 

"  1846  " 

"  1860  " 

This  increase  of  mortality  from  the  accidents  of  partnri- 
tioD  is.  truly  alarming,  and  there  is  great  need  that  some 
fearless  and  high-minded  physician  should  investigate  the 
subject;  but  while  upon  the  subject,  although  one  which  I 
approach  with  great  delicacy  from  my  public  position,  I 
may  remark  that  the  last  changes  in  the  laws  of  this  state 
concerning  physicians,  (every  man,  under  the  present  law, 
being  a  legal  doctor,  who  is  employed  as  such,)  have,  un- 
doubtedly, admitted  the  reports  of  a  class  of  practitioners 
wholly  incompetent  to  make  correct  returns  to  this  office. 
The  great  mortality  from  the  diseases  of  children  has  already 
been  shown.  If  it  be  actually  the  case  that  these  diseases 
are  not  as  well  understood  as  those  of  adult  life,  a  public 
hospital  for/ children,  in  this  city,  as  in  Paris,  would,  un- 
doubtedly, be  of  great  service  to  the  community.  I  deem 
the  subject  well  worthy  of  your  attention. 

In  the  following  table  of  comparative  mortality  from  a 
few  of  the  principal  causes  of  death  for  the  last  six  years 
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the  diseases  of  children  have  been  placed  first  on  the  list. 
I  will  premise  that  under  the  head  of  apoplexy  is,  with- 
out doubt,  included  a  large  number  of  deaths  from  conjes- 
tion  of  brain,  in  children,  since  a  majority  of  the  certificates 
rendered  at  this  office  are  of  individuals  under  five  years  of 
age. 


Disaaaes  of  Children. 


1816 


Apoplexy 

Atrophy 

Cholera  Infantum 

Convulsions.. 

Croup 

Debility  (of  infancy  and  old 

.age) 

Diarrbcea 

Hydrocephalus 

Inflammation  of  Lungs. . . . 

Measles 

Marasmus 

ScsMrlet  Fever 

Teething 

Small  pox 

Hooping  Cough 

Cholera  Morbus 

Consumption 

Delirium  Tremens 

Dysentery 

Fever,  Typhus  and  Typhoid 
Congestion  of  Lungs 


383 


663 
771 
220 

140 


482 
753 
137 


63 


425 
89 

19 

1659 

81 


1846 


400 


627 
879 
190 

199 


483 

573 

17 


114 


141 
214 

34 

1698 

80 


174  256 


1817 


445 


692 

1023 

271 

516 

688 

659 

748 

275 

688 

142 

84 

53 

86 

44 

1926 

137 

657 

1396 

70 


1849 


421 

62 


1849 


1193 

319 

396 
432 
662 
708 

77 
680 

93 
110 
544 
213 

43 
1869 
104 
739 
943 
125 


562 
107 


505  926 


1426 


I860 


572 

76 

713 

1288 


292  356 


4S4 
783 
718 
926 
125 
764 
266 
114 
326 
112 

241 
2086 

110 
1256 

602 

139 


343 
473 
709 
924 
324 
746 
311 
128 
231 
180 

44 

1928 

80 

'792 

472 

202 


Some  remarks  in  connection  with  the  foregoing  tables 
seem  to  be  necessary.  The  cases  of  atrophy  were,  proba- 
bly, for  the  most  part,  from  congenital  syphilis ;  nearly  all 
occurring  under  the  age  of  two  years.  Those  reported  as 
dying  of  lues  venerea  are  chiefly  adults.  Almost  all  the 
deaths  from  cholera  infantum  are  reported  as  under  one 
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year  of  age,  and  seveii'^iimthB  of  4he  wbdle  number  oecur- 
red  in  the  month  of  July  and  Augueit.  From  convulrioat 
two-thirds  of  the  deceased  were  under  one  year,  and  near- 
ly all  of  the  remainder  under  two  years  of  age.  By  refer- 
ring to  table  IX  we  shall  be  struck  by  the  nearly  imiibrm 
number  of  deaths  in  each  month  of  the  year  from  this 
disease,  with  the  exception  that  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August  the  number  is  increased  about  one-third.  The 
mortality  from  croup  has  increased  alarmingly,  and  out  of 
proportion  to  that  from  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  ap- 
paratus. About  two-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  deaths 
from  diarrhoea  are  reported  as  occurring  during  infancy. 
Probably  the  most  unreliable  statistics,  not  even  excepting 
those  of  consumption,  are  the  reports  of  deaths  from  hy- 
drocephalus,  but  whence  the  evil  originates  it  does  not  be- 
come me  to  explain.  The  number  has  been  very  large  of 
late  years. 

About  one-half  of  the  mortality  from  inflammation^  of 
the  lungs  occurred  under  the  age  of  five  years,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  principally  distributed  between  the  ages  of 
twenty  and  fifty  years.  Measles  and  small-pox  were  un- 
usually fatal  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year.  It  is 
well  known  that  they  prevailed  more  than  usual  in  emi- 
grant ships,  at  that  time,  and  the  contagion  was  probably 
carried  to  the  city  by  these  passengers. 

Too  much  cannot  be  said  and  done  in  view  of  the  im- 
portance of  vaccination.  Since  nearly  one-half  of  the 
deaths  from  small-pox  were  of  children  under  five  years 
of  age ;  we  may  fairly  infer  that  they  were  not  protected 
by  the  vaccine  inoculation.  Physicians  and  others  con- 
nected with  the  dispensaries  do  all  in  their  power  towards 
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extcnninatiDg  variola.  As  aa  iiluetration  of  the  extent  of 
their  efforts,  we  may  mention  that  one  gentleman  at  the 
Extern  dispensary  is  said  to  have  vaccinated,  alone,  more 
than  13,000  persons  gratuitously  within  the  last  seven 
years.  Yet  a  thorough  sjstem  of  vaccination  of  the  poor 
in  the  wards  most  densely  peopled  by  them,  requires  more 
aid  from  municipal  legislation  and  funds  than  it  has  yet 
received. 

The  other  fatal  exanthematic  disease,  scarlatina,  has  in- 
creased the  bills  of  mortality  more  than  in  former  years. 

Table  of  the  annual  number  of  deaths  from  scarlet  fever, 
measles  and  small-pox,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  from 
the  beginning  of  1805  to  the  end-  of  1850. 


Scariet 
fever. 


1806 
1806 
1807 
1606 

Yellow  fever  1809 

*•   "  1810 

1811 

1812 

Yellow  fever  1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
1818 

Yellow  fbver  1819 
1820 
1821 

YeUowiSBTerl822 
1823 
1821 
1825 
1826 
1827 


4 
4 
2 
4 
9 
1 


1 
1 


8 


5 
5 
3 
1 
2 
3 
10 
24 
4 


Meulee  ^»" 
I  pox. 


1 

64 

2 

2 

2 

9 

35 

15 

18 

19 

20 

18 

10 

74 

109 

1 

117 

100 

53 

31 

172 


62 

48 

29 

62 

66 

4 

117 

21 

2 

2 

94 

179 

14 

19 


18 

894 

40 

58 

149 


Total. 


66 

52 

82 

180 

77 

7 

119 

SO 

88 

18 

112 

198 

87 

87 

15 

79 

112 

2 

137 

497 

108 

113 

825 


Yean. 


1828 
1829 
1830 
1881 
1832 
1888 
1884 
1836 
1836 
1837 
1888 
1839 
1840 
l&ll 
1842 
1843 
1844 
1845 
1846 
1847 
1848 
1849 
1850 


Seaiiet 

fever. 


Measlee 


11 
188 
246 
268 
221 
179 
418 
174 
202 
579 
257 
158 
191 
366 
416 
223 
225 

63 
114 
142 

93 
266 
811 


28 
91 
22 
89 

290 

88 

212 


448 
288 

79 
188 
186 
118 

60 
118 

51 
186 

17 
275 

77 
125 
821 


flmall 
pox. 


98 

16 

176 


89 


861 

178 

164 

91 

68 


209 
181 
117 

20 
426 
141 

58 
544 


281 


Total. 

182 
205 
444 
521 

600 
243 
868 
607 
818 
981 
427 
859 
809 
688 
657 
458 

624 
272 
470 
714 
717 
866 


The  above  table  has  been  published  in  a  former  report, 
but  as  the  returns  of  three  more  years  have  been  added,  it 
is  still  more  interesting  than  at  that  time,  as  the  troth  of 
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somei  of  the  infereoces  drawn  by  its  author.  Prof.  Joseph 
M.  Smith,  are  herein  better  confirmed. 

The  mortality  from  consumption  was  158  less  than  in 
1849,  only  69  more  than  in  1848,  aod  two  more  than  in 
1847.  In  reference  to  this  disease  some  interesting  facts 
may  be  gleaned  from  table  VII.  There  is  little  difference 
in  the  monthly  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  only  a 
few  more  being  carried  off  during  the  coldest  and  hottest 
mont^js.  As  respects  age,  we  find  scarcely  any  died  young- 
er than  20  years  of  age ;  between  the  ages  of  20  and  30 
there  were  563  victims,  or  /^  of  the  whole  number  ;  from 
30  to  40,  about  /^ ,  and  from  40  to  50,  ^\  of  the  whole. 
This  proportion  corresponds,  very  nearly,  with  that  of  pre- 
vious years . 

/^ 

Only  a  small  portion  of  the  deaths  from  delerium  tre- 
mens and  intemperance  are  reported  to  this  office,  because 
physicians,  out  of  regard  to  the  feelings  of  families,  gen- 
erally report  them  under  the  name  of  apoplexy,  congestion 
of  brain,  &c.  The  most  of  those  on  record  are  reported 
from  coroners'  inquests  and  from  hospitals. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  haemorrhage  from  various 
parts,  137,  is  about  the  same  as  in  former  years. 

The  deaths  from  casualties,  burns,  drowning,  poison, 
murder,  &c.,  have  greatly  increased,  the  number  for  the 
past  year  being  648.  Forty-seven  were  destroyed  at  one 
fell  blow  by  the  catastrophe  in  Hague  street,  yet  fresh  in 
the  recollection  of  our  citizens.  The  deaths  by  drowning 
were  one-fifth  more  than  in  several  preceding  years.  The 
deaths  from  coup  de  soleil  number  sixteen  less  than  in  1849. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  cyanosis  has  more  than  doubled 
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anee  my  last  report ;  the  cause  of  this  increase  becomes  an 
interesting  subject  of  inquiry. 

184tT.  1848.  1840.  IBBO. 

Deaths  from  Cyanosis..         10         19  20  43 

The  deaths  from  cancrum  oris  (26)  were  doubled  over 
those  of  the  preceding  year.  These  were  principally  re- 
ported from  the  children's  hospital,  where  the  disease  was 
epidemic  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  deaths  from  peurperal  fever  were  but  slightly  in- 
creased :  thus,  in  1847,  the  number  was  94  ;  in  1848, 147  ; 
in  1849,  138,  and  in  1850,  it  was  152.  More  extensive 
accommodations  are  needed  in  our  lying-in  hospitals  to  pre- 
vent this  disease  from  becoming  epidemic. 

No  deaths  are  reported  from  that  terrible  disease,  hydro- 
phobia, during  the  past  year. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  showing  one  of  the  blessings 
resulting  from  the  introduction  of  the  Croton  water^  that 
only  one  death  from  stone,  and  six  from  drinking  cold  water, 
have  occurred  during  the  last  four  years,  while  the  number 
of  deaths  from  those  causes,  previously,  amounted  to  from 
30  to  50  per  annum.  Those  who  would  drink  water  to 
excess  during  hot  weather,  either  find  it  too  warm  to  injure 
them,  or  if  cooled  by  ice,  so  cold  that  they  are  prevented 
from  drinking  too  copiously. 

The  following  table  shows  as  nearly  as  possible  the  mor- 
tality from  disease  of  each  function  of  the  body,  as  well  as 
from  zymotic  and  variable  causes.  It  is  necessary  to  pre- 
mise that  the  deaths  from  several  diseases,  included  under 
the  epidemic  heading,  are  again  counted  among  those  of 
the  particular  function  affected. 
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DeaUufrom  Diseases. 


Of  zymotic  origin. 
"  nervous  system 


(( 


c( 


« 

(it 
(( 
« 


respiratory 

"  digestive 

**  circulatory 

"  urinary 

"  generative 

"  locomotive 

"  integumentive  system. . ., 

*'  external  causation 

From  variable  and  indefinite 

causation 

Unknown 

Old  age 


Typirat. 


4.569 

2.626 

3.492 

3.030 

236 

58 

180 

54 

20 

508 

2.410 
125 
180 


ChokM. 


4.286 

2.623 

3.385 

3.610 

299 

40 

201 

55 

14 

586 


10.494 

3.101 

3.752 

10.281 

298 

33 

194 

48 

13 

529 


3.270  3.682 


135 
328 


215 

228 


4.063 

2.936 

3.973 

4.0S7 

280 

38 

213 

41 

17 

641 

3.162 
176 
170 


Under  the  zymotic  class  we  have  included  those  diseases 
which  prevail  more  at  one  season  than  another,  or  more  in 
one  locality  than  another,  and  occasionally  become  endem- 
ic, epidemic,  or  contageous; 

The  public  health  may  be  considered  best  when  and 
where  they  prevail  the  least. 

Their  ratio  to  the  total  mortality  last  year  was  as  25  to 
100. 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  system  caused  about  eighteen 
per  cent,  of  the  total  mortality  for  1850. 

Of  the  respiratory  organs 23  per  cent.* 

«      digesUve  «     26        "     • 

"      urinary  "     0.24      « 

*'      circulatory      "     1.6      " 

*  A  tege  p«t  bidiidad  mdw  qmotie. 
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Of  the  generative  organs 1 .25  per  cent. 

"      locomotive       "     0.25  " 

**      integumentive"     0.12  " 

^^      external  causation 3.8  ^^ 

Of  indefinite  records  of 11  " 

"  the  nervous  system 17  " 

"  unknown  causes.  • .  •  • 1  ^^ 

"  old  age 1  *^ 

The  relative  mortality  from  diseases  of  the  lungs  is  not 
so  great  in  our  city  as  in  the  neighboring  country,  or  the 
sea-side  cities  of  the  eastern  states.  Thus,  in  Boston,  last 
year,  it  was  26  per  cent.,  whilst  in  our  city  the  mortality 
from  disease  of  the  digestive  system  is  far  greater. 

Our  exemption  from  diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  i :  a 
blessing  we  owe  to  the  recent  introduction  of  good  Wiier. 

■ 

In  many  northern  and  western  cities  the  deaths  from  this 
cause  amount  to  nearly  one  per  cent.  Under  the  head  of 
diseases  of  the  organs  of  generation,  are  included  those 
from  child-bed  and  puerperal  fever. 

The  deaths  at  the  public  institutions,  noticed  in  table  V, 
have  been,  for  the  last  four  years  respectively,  2,939,  2,526, 
2,958  and  2,277.  The  number  of  deaths  in  each  has  de- 
creased  during  the  last  year,  except  at  the  small-pox  hos- 
pital, BlackwelFs  island,  the  Bloomingdale  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum, and  the  New  York  City  Hospital ;  and  for  the  increase 
at  these  the  causes  are  known.  The  cause,  as  respects  the 
first  named  has  already  been  shown  while  speaking  of 
small-pox,  and  the  last  named  place  being  the  depot  whi- 
ther the  sufferers  from  casualties,  far  or  near,  are  conveyed, 
no  further  explanation  appears  to  be  required. 

15 
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No  deaths  were  reported  in  18&0  from  ike  House  of 

Refuge. 

The  now  almost  hackneyed  subject  of  the  evils  of  the 
want  of  some  uniform  system  of  nomenclature  still  de- 
mands your  attention.  In  many  cases  the  names  of  dis- 
easesy  as  reported,  convey  little  or  no  idea  of  the  nature  of 
the  malady,  and  prevent  us,  in  a  great  measure,  from  com- 
piling accurate  and  useful  statistics.  But  the  difficulty  ex- 
perienced in  my  department  on  account  of  the  loose  man- 
ner of  giving  certificates,  as  well  as  the  other  evils  resulting 
therefrom,  have  been  so  fully  set  forth  in  my  former  reports 
that  there  seems  to  be  but  little  need  of  entering  further 
upon  the  subject  here. 

Accuracy  in  the  certificates,  and  precision  in  describing 
the  disease,  should  be  made  obligatory  by  law. 

Our  city  is  sufficiently  supplied  with  well  educated,  res- 
pectable and  skillful  physicians  to  return  us  efficient  reports, 
and  also  to  lessen  our  bills  of  mortality,  whenever  all 
our  citizens  come  to  prefer  them.  Nor  are  these  evils  con- 
fined to  New  York  alone,  the  City  Registrar  of  Boston  makes 
the  same  complaints. 

Before  taking  leave  of  the  subject  of  nomenclature,  I 
will  append  the  system  recommended  by  the  State  Comraii- 
sioners  on  the  sanatory  survey  of  Massachusetts,  and  attempt 
to  make  out  the  last  year's  report  in  accordance  with  it, 
showing  the  better,  thereby,  the  evils  of  our  present  defec- 
tive nomenclature  and  reports.  It  is  not,  however,  com- 
plete, as  it  does  not  embrace  all  our  diseases ;  some  addi- . 
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tkma  have  been  made.  Ib  preparing  a  nomenclature,  the 
aid  of  the  medical  profession  would,  no  doubt,  be  cheerful- 
ly given.  Further  information  on  this  subject  can  be  ob- 
tained  from  my  report  of  1848,  in  which  are  embodied  some 
extracts  from  a  report  made  by  the  American  Medical  Con- 
vention in  1847.  As  there  remarked,  the  great  object  of 
iec<Hrding  and  preserving  the  returns  of  deaths  is  not  merely 
to  ascertain  how  many  persons  have  died  in  a  given  period 
of  time  ;  but  more  especially  to  afford  materials  for  an  in- 
vestigation of  the  characteristics  of  diseases,  to  ascertain 
under  what  circumstances,  or  iu  what  seasons  they  prove 
moat  fatal ;  to  observe  what  are  the  causes  of  mortality  to 
which  our  citizens  are  most  liable,  and  to  deduce  therefrom 
practical  rules  in  regard  to  the  best  means  of  prevention. 

The  following  nomenclature  is  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  sanatory  survey  of  the  state  of  Mas- 
sachusetts : 


Class  I. 

Zymotic  or    Epidemic    and 
Contageous  Diseases. 

Cholera 57 

"       Infantum 713 

Croup,  true  and  spasmo- 
dic.  356 

Diarriicea    473 

Dysentery 792 

Fev^,  Intermittent. .  •  • .   12 

"      Remittent 60 

"      Typhus... 396 

Influenza 6 


Small-pox 231 

Syphilis 26 

Thrush 34 

Hooping  Cough 180 

Class  II. 

SPORADIC  DISEASES. 

1.  Of  the  Brain  and  Jfervous 
System. 

Apoplexy 572 

Inflammation,  (of  brain).  335 

Chorea  •  •  •  • < 

Convulsions 1288 

Bdirium  Tremens. 80 
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Measles .324 

Scarlatina 311 

Epilepsy... 28 

Hydrocephalus,  acute.  ..709 
"  chronic. 

Insanity? 9 

Paralysis.. 100 

Tetanus,  (kind) 26 

2.  Of  the  Circulatory  System. 

Aneurism !...116 

Pericarditis 21 

Endocarditis 

Angina  Pectoris 

Phlebitis 1 

Other  diseases  of  circula- 
tory system 

3.  Of  the  Respiratory  System* 

Asthma,  (kind).. 4 28 

Bronchitis.. 122 

Consumption,  (kind). . .  1928 
Dropsy  of  Chest. .  .  • . .  •  77 
Inflammation  of  Larynx 

Lungs  924 
Trachea 

Pleurisy 30 

Other  diseases  of  respira- 
tory organs 

4.  Digestive  System. 

Ascites,  (cause) 261 

Bowels,  diseases  of 

Colic 28 


a 


a 


Constipation,  (cause).  ••    9 

Dyspepsia 3 

Enteritis 433 

Grastritis,  acute  or  chro- 
nic  137 

Hernia,  (kind) 15 

Intussusception  of  bowels   4 

Peritonitis 

Stomach,  diseases  of ••  • » 

Tonsillitis 

Teething 188 

Ulceration,  (seat) • 

Inflammation  of  Liver ..113 
Jaundice,  cause  if  known  SI 

Worms,  (kind  of) 6 

Liver,  diseases  of 

Pancreas,     ^^       

Spleen, 
Fistulee 

5.   Urinary  System. 

Diabetes,  (kind  of) 5 

Gravel 1 

Inflammation  of  Bladder    8 

"  Kidney  20 

Other  diseases  of     do. 

"  "  Bladder 

6.  Generative  System. 

Child-birth 

Diseases  of  Menstruation 

Puerperal  Fever 

Inflammation  of  Womb. 
Ulceration  of  " 


u 


a 
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Other  diseases  of  genera- 
tive organs 

7.  Locomotive  System. 

Rheumatism 

Diseases  of   JointS)   &c. 

(place) 

Hip-joint,  disease  of  •  •  •  •     2 
Spine,  disease  of  • 13 

8.  IfUegumentive  Organs. 

Fistula,  (place) . ..' 3 

Purpura 2 

Ulceration  of  skin,  (place) 
Other  diseases  of  skin.  • . 

9.  ^ge. 

Old  Age 170 

Climacteric  Disease 

10.  Of  Uncertain  or  Varia' 

hie  Seat. 
Abscess,   (of  what  part,) 

cause 

Cancer,  (of  what  part).. 

Dropsy, 

Gout, 

Bleeding, 

Inflammation,  '^ 

Malformation,  *' 

Mortification,  ^' 

Scrofula, 


cause 


.  • 


. . 


. . 


.  • 


a 


. . 


Atrophy,  (cause  if  known) 
Debility,  " 

Tumor,  (of  what  part).. 
Sudden,  (no  cause  found) 

11.  Still-born,  (cause,  if 
known) » 1152 

12.  Unknown 176 

13.  External  Causes. 

Abstinence 

Accident,  (kind) 

Burns  and  Scalds 86 

Drowning 173 

Execution • 

Freezing.  • .  •  • 

Glanders 

Heat,  (coup  de  soleil) ...  20 
Hydrophobia 

Intemperance.,  s* ••••••  31 

Lightning^ 

Malpractice. 19 

Murder 

Poison,  (kind  oO 15 

Starvation 

Suffocation 13 

Suicide,  ("kind) 31 

Fractures,  (of  what) ..... 
Other  external  causes. .  • 
Concussion  and  compres- 
sion of  Brain 
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Thus,  by  the  above  table,  there  were  upwards  of  3,600, 
or  about  ooe-fourth  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  recorded, 
from  the  certificates  of  which  no  definite  conclusions  could 
be  arrived  at  as  to  the  seat  or  nature  of  the  disease.  The 
deaths  from  abscess,  aneurism,  cancer,  bleeding,  caries,  frac- 
ture, inflammation,  palsy,  mortification,  tumors,  ulcers, 
all  indefinite,  amount  to  437 ;  the  reports  of  which  could 
h  ave  been  rendered  useful  by  the  slightest  care  on  the  part 
of  the  writer.  Concerning  one  general  disease,  however, 
the  reports  would  almost  seem  to  enable  us  to  make  our 
conclusions  wire-drawn,  and  we  lament  that  equally  nice 
conclusions  could  not  have  been  made  in  the  case  of  other 
diseases,  when  they  would  have  been  far  more  useful.  I 
refer  to  fever,  of  which  we  have  reports  of  some  sixteen 
diffetent  kinds,  some  of  which  properly  belong  elsewhere. 
Most  of  our  scientific  classifications  admit  of  not  more  than 
four  or  five  diflerent  types  of  fever,  which  is  amply  suffi- 
cient for  all  purposes  of  utihty .  Some  of  the  names  given 
are  not  only  absurd,  but  unheard  of,  witness,  corUusion  qf 
brainy  and  stricture  of  diaphragm. 

As  a  convincing  proof  of  the  utter  uselessness  of  a  portion 
of  these  reports,  the  following  unique  table  of  iNvaluable 
statistics  of  indefinite  diseases,  for  the  last  four  years,  has 
been  compiled. 
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Aneurism . 
Asphyxia. . 
Atrophia. . 
Angioa. . . , 
Bleeding.. 
Cancer.. .. 
Ooshexia.. 
Eruption.. 
Inanition.. 

Caries 

Insanity... 

Debility... 


Disease  of  Heart.. 

Fistula 

Dentition ; 

Malformation. . . . 

Marasmus 

Mortification 

Scirrhus \. 

Premature  Birth. 

Scrofula 

Spinal  Disease.. . 

Still-born 

Ulcers 

Palsy 

Ruptiiie 

Tumor 

Polypus 

Intemperance... . 


142 
15 
7 

1741  217 
% 

Si  110 
24  28 
68Si  680! 
29|    43i 


13 


4841  343 
9|     13 

2421  203 
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One  can  hardly  read  the  above  table  without  a  strong 
feeling  of  the  ludicrous.  That  deaths  by  tumonr  have  in- 
creased one  hundred  per  cent,  vithin  the  last  two  years,  is 
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a  very  valuable  statistic.  The  widely  diflereut  number  of 
deaths  from  some  diseases,  in  different  years,  proves  the 
name  employed  to  have  been  but  an  apology  for  ignor- 
ance,  while  the  uniformity  in  other  instances  shows,  indeed, 
that  something  was  meant.  Thus,  by  atrophy  is  generally 
meant  congenital  syphilis,  and  by  marasmus,  tabes,  mesen- 
terica,  or  scrofulous  disease  of  the  mesenteric  glands.  That 
intemperance,  (as  it  would  seem  by  the  table,)  has  decreas- 
ed two-thirds,  is  too  good  news  to  be  true. 

Pertinent  to  the  subject  of  mortality  will  be  a  review  of 
the  principal  causes  which  promote  health,  in  order  to  de- 
vise, if  possible,  some  means  of  enhancing  them,  and  there- 
by lessening  the  amount  of  disease  and  death.  It  can  be 
shown  that  New  York  is  as  healthy  as  any  large  city  in  the 
world,  St.  Petersburgh,  perhaps,  excepted.  Observations 
of  the  hygrometric,  thermometric,  barometric  and  electrical 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  demonstrate  the  existence  of  those 
conditions  which  are  generally  recognized  as  constituting  a 
healthy  climate.  'We  possess  great  natural  advantages  for 
cleanliness  and  pure  air,  being  almost  surrounded  by  wide 
and  clear  flowing  streams.  A  river  of  pure  water  is  convey- 
ed under  ground  to  our  doors ;  good  healthy  food,  generally 
obtainable  by  all ;  and  most  of  our  inhabitants  have  the 
opportunity  for  sufiicient  healthy  exercise.  Thus,  it  ap- 
pears that  hygienic  accessories  are  not  wanting  ;  let  us,  on 
the  other  hand,  review  some  of  the  causes  of  disease  and 
death,  that  we  may,  where  it  is  practicable,  remove  them, 
or  at  least  diminsh  their  force.  Among  the  zymotic  causes, 
it  may  be  observed  that  our  malarious  influences  are  con- 
stantly decreasing,  as  the  central  part  of  the  island  becomes 
more  inhabited  and  improved. 
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NUISAMOEfl)   OR  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

The  whole  subject  was  fully  noticed  last  year,  since  which 
time  some  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  offensive  causes  of 
complaint  hare  been  removed. 

BONE   AND   FLESH   BOILING  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

These  have  been,  as  nearly  as  possible,  rooted  out,  and 
all  the  offal  and  carrion  which  is  during  the  day  deposited 
in  covered  barges,  provided  as  receptacles,  on  each  side  of 
the  city,  is,  during  the  night  carried  away  by  vessels,  en- 
tirely out  of  the  inhabited  precincts,  so  that  no  other  nui- 
sance is  created  thereby.  Thus  are  we  rid  of  one  noisome 
and  crying  evil  which  our  citizens  had  endured  far  too  pa- 
tiently for  many  years. 

MANURE    HEAPS. 

I  mentioned,  among  other  things,  the  offensiveness  of 
these  last  year,  and  that  ineffectual  attempts  had  been  made 
to  remove  them  and  to  prevent  their  accumulation.  I  can 
only  say  that  this  nuisance  has  been  slightly  abated. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

This  subject  was  so  fully  discussed  in  last  year's  report 
that  anything  we  might  say  here  would  be  mere  reiteration. 
Yonr  attention  is  respectfully  recalled  to  those  remarks 
which  you  have  before  you,  and  I  b^  leave  again'  to 
recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body  the  system  of  abattoirs 
employed  in  Paris,  as  an  improvement  most  desirable,  both 
to  our  citizens  and  the  butchers  themselves. 

16 


/ 
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FILTH  OF  TH£   ST&EKT8. 

While  our  streets,  iQ  properly  cared  for  neighborhoods, 
contribute  nothing  in  dry  weather  to  vitiate  the  atmosphere, 
except  dust,  it  is  melancholy  to  reflect,  that  the  greater 
part  of  them  appear  to  be  hopelessly  abandoned  to  the  de- 
mons of  filth,  the  inhabitants  knowing  or  caring  for  no 
other  way  of  disposing  of  their  slops  and  offal  than  to  cast 
them  promiscuously  into  the  street,  where,  during  even  our 
hottest  weather,  always  damp  and  putrifying,  they  furnish 
that  combination  of  humidity,  with  impurity  of  the  atmos- 
phere, which  is  such  a  fertile  source  of  zymotic  disease. 

Upon  all  these  subjects  of  nuisances  it  is  necessary  to  act ; 
public  opinion  is  on  osjt  side,  and  there  is  no  questioo, 
among  physicians,  of  their  unhealihiness.  It  is  idle  to  pro- 
duce the  apparent  good  health  of  those  who  work  amidst 
them,  as  an  argument  on  the  other  side ;  they  have  the 
other  advantages  of  open  air,  good  food,  water  and  exer- 
cise to  make  them  healthy. 

These  nuisances  do  abridge  the  health,  comfort  and  life 
of  our  citizens,  especially  of  infants ;  and  the  numerous 
in-door  population  who  require  that  the  little  out-of-doors 
air  they  do  breathe  should  be  pure.  As  illustrative  of  this, 
it  should  sujffice  to  consider,  that  neither  heat  of  weather, 
nor  bad  fare,  nor  bad  water,  nor  teething,  nor  disease  of  the 
alimentary  canal,  will  either  singly  or  combined,  produce 
cholera  infantum^  (which  last  year  cut  off  more  than  700,) 
unless  a  vitiated  atmosphere  is  added. 

The  demoralizing  vices  of  a  large  city  may  be  noticed 
as  a  fruitful  source  of  disease  and  death .   The  subject,  how* 
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ever,  i«  one  so  well  understood  that  I  need  say  little  upon 
it  The  police  regulations,  and  the  criminal  laws  and  ordi- 
nances, are  the  principal  engines  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment, to  prevent  the  spread  of  Ucentiousness,  intemperance, 
vagrancy  and  the  kindred  evils.  The  subject  is  an  impor- 
tant one  in  connection  with  that  of  mortality,  and  I  there- 
fore respectfully  recommend  it  to  your  consideration. 

• 

Finally,  as  a  great  and  growing  cause  of  unhealthiness 
in  many  sections  of  our  city,  permit  me  earnestly  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  reprehensible  practice  of  erecting 
dwellings  in  too  close  contiguity,  and  still  worse,  of  divi- 
ding them  into  numerous,  contracted,  and  ill-ventilated 
apartments,  each  of  which,  cupidity  fills  with  a  separate 
family,  by  the  tempting  offer  of  an  ostensibly  cheap  rent, 
bat  ruinously  dear,  in  the  end,  to  the  occupants.  As  in- 
crease in  the  number  and  density  of  population  increases 
the  liability  to  disease,  greater  precautions  become  con- 
stantly necessary  in  the  construction  of  our  dwellings, 
workshops  and  public  buildings,  to  ensure  good  air,  clean- 
liness and  ventilation.  I  therefore  recommend  the  enact- 
ment of  laws  prohibiting  building  upon  the  rears  of  lots 
already  built  upon  in  front,  to  prevent  the  letting  of  cellars 
and  houses  in  had  condition,  for  lodgings  ;  and  also  to  pre- 
vent the  letting  of  ill-ventilated  houses  to  more  than  a 
stated  number  of  persons ;  such  laws  have  been  enforced 
in  Liverpool  and  other  British  towns.  The  subject  becomes 
one  of  importance,  from  the  fact  that  large  sections  of  the 
city,  fcfrmerly  occupied  by  small  households,  living  neatly 
and  comfortably,  are,  by  the  removal  of  these  to  the  upper 
wards,  and  to  adjacent  cities,  daily  given  up,  and  the  space 
once  vacant,  immediately  covered  with  tenements  of  the 
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kind  described  above,  intended  for  the  oteapadon  of  a 
very  different  class  of  inmates,  who,  though  generally  aa 
industrious  and  hard  .working  people,  yet,  either  through 
ignorance  or  disregard  of  the  laws  of  health,  prefer,  in 
order  to  be  near  their  work,  to  live  in  these  pens  and  bar- 
racks, surrounded  by  filth  and  bad  air,  rather  than  walk  a 
mile  or  two  to  find  a  more  cleanly  and  healthy  abode. 

External  causes  of  Death  that  have  not  yet  been  noticed. 

Considerable  might  be  done  to  prevent  deaths  from  care- 
lessness, by  legal  enactment ;  and  from  drowning,  by  some 
such  arrangement  as  the  Royal  Humane  Society  of  QretX 
Britain  have  in  operation. 

SANATORY    SURVEY. 

During  the  past  year  a  systematic  sanatoty  survey  of  the 
city  has  been  instituted. 

Every  house  is  visited  and  inspected  twice  in  every  year ; 
the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied,  its  size,  number  of  rooms, 
families  and  persons  residing  therein;  their  means  of  ven- 
tilation ;  the  condition  of  yards,  cellars,  &c.,  and  the 
name  of  the  owner  or  responsible  agent,  are  all  recorded, 
and  systematically  arranged,  for  reference,  in  books  kept 
for  that  purpose,  in  my  oflSce.  The  survey  is  ready  to  be 
used  as  a  powerful  engine  in  the  sanatory  reform  of  the 
city.  For  instance,  should  it  happen  that  a  remarkable 
number  of  deaths,  from  a  particular  disease,  occur  in  a  cer* 
tain  locality,  a  reference  to  the  books  will,  perhaps,  guickly 
enable  me  to  judge  of  the  cause,  after  which  it  may  be 
very  easily  removed.  In  the  same  manner  a  nuisance 
which  is  complained  of  may  be  removed  in  a  much  shorter 
time  than  by  the  usual  method. 
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Allow  me  to  add  in  concIndiDg  the  nibjeet  of  the  preven- 
tioo  of  disease,  that  physicians  and  statisticians  on  the  sub- 
ject of  mortality,  compute  that  more  than  one  third  of  the 
mortality  of  ail  large  cities  might  be  prevented  ;  thus  the 
loss,  last  year,  of  more  than  five  thousand  of  our  citizens 
and  of  more  than  ten  million  dollars  might  have  been  pre- 
vented, had  the  laws  of  life  and  health,  the  causes  of  dis- 
ease and  means  of  prevention  been  more  known  and  ob- 
served. It  becomes  the  city  authorities,  it  becomes  every 
citizen,  to  seek  out  and  rem-jve,  as  far  as  possible,  every 
cause  of  disease  and  death,  wherever  it  may  be  found. 

BIRTHS   AND   MARRIAGES. 

The  law  for  the  registration  of  these  continues  to  be  a 
dead  letter.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing a  perfect  record  of  them,  in  a  sanatory  point  of  view. 
In  Deighboring  cities  these  records  have  been  kept  for  many 
years,  with  great  advantage. 

The  last  subject  to  which  it  remains  for  me  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  honors,  is  that  of  the  comparative  mor- 
tality of  New  York  and  other  cities.  I  have  essayed  to 
obtain  the  bills  of  mortality  of  all  our  sister  cities,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  procure  those  of  some  that  would  have 
been  most  desirable. 

It  has  been  conclusively  shown,  in  my  former  reports, 
that  the  ratio  of  mortality  to  the  population  was  much 
smaller  in  New  York  than  in  any  large  European  city, 
St.  Petersburgh,  perhaps,  excepted.  This,  foreign  statis- 
tics admit,  and  the  premium  of  foreign  life  insurance  com- 
panies are  graduated  in  accordance  with  it.     The  propor- 
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tion  of  the  inhabitants  dying  annually,  in  the  great  cities 
of  Europe,  is  set  down  at  j\  of  the  population,  and  in 
cities  of  moderate  size,  at  j\  ;  whereas,  New  York  exhibits, 
for  the  last  ten  years,  a  mortality  of  about  ^V-  I^  ^  ^^ 
population  of  New  York,  we  add  that  of  Brooklyn  and 
Williamsburgh,  both  compactly  built  cities,  suburbs  of  New 
York,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  the  domiciles  of  the 
business  population  of  New  York,  the  ratio  would  be  redu- 
ced to  jV* 

I  do  not  aver  that  those  two  cities  are  heakhier  '^  coeteris 
paribus"  than  our  own,  but  that  they  contain  the  healthiest 
portion  of  our  population,  as  shown  above ;  while  emi* 
grants,  and  the  children  of  emigrants,  among  whom  the 
greatest  mortality  occurs,  for  the  most  part  fix  their  abode 
within  the  bounds  of  New  York. 

We  cannot  make  our  tables  of  relative  mortality  compare 
with  those  of  other  cities,  or  with  our  own  in  former  years, 
for  want  of  a  register  of  births  and  emigration,  from  which 
we  could  ascertain  what  proportion  of  our  population  is 
fluctuating  or  stationary.  The  following  table  must  be 
considered  an  approximation  only  : 

Providence,  R.  L, 

ratio  of  mortality  to  population  in  1845,  1  to  37 
a  a  a  u  1850,  1  "  47 

Lowell,  Mass.,  "  "  1850,  1  "  65 

Fall  River, "  ''  "  1850,  1  "  66 

Boston,        "  "   .  "  1850,  1  "  38 

New  York,  including  Wmsb'h  and  Brooklyn,  1850,  1  "  38 

The  average  age  at  death,  in  cities  of  the  same  age,  and 
with  a  stationary  population,  is  considered  a  good  criterion 
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in  forming  an  estimate  of  relative  health.  But  it  is  of  little 
use,  however,  as  applied  to  New  York,  on  account  of  our 
fluctuating  population — it  is,  however,  submitted  for  what 
it  is  worth  : 

■ 

Average  age  of  all  who  died  in  Boston  in. .  •  •1845.  .21 .43 

"        «        "  "  "  1850.. 21. 06 

"        «        "  "        New  York.  ..1845.  .20.78 

"        *«        "  "  «  ....1850.. 20.67 

"        "        "  ''        Philadelphia,  1845. .21.86 

A  report  of  this  character  would  have  been  imperfect 
without  a  record  of  atmospheric  phenomena,  which  have 
so  much  influence  over  the  relations  of  health  and  disease. 
For  the  meteorological  register  appended,  I  am  indebted  to 
the  authorities  of  the  New  York  Hospital,  who  has  kindly 
furnished  a  copy,  at  my  request. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  W.  WHITE, 

City  Inspector. 


Doc.  No.  SS.) 


470 


METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER  for  tbb  teas  1850 
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KEPT   AT   THE   NeW  YoRK  HoSPITAL,  BroADWAY. 


JANUARY. 


1  Clear 


Foggy  ;  sleet  in  the  evening 
do. 

5  Clear 

6  j     do  

7  Snow  in  morning  for  few  minutes;  rain  in  aft'oon  &ev'ing 

8  Foggy  ;  light  snow,  at  11  p,  m.  ;  changed  to  rain 

9  iDense  fog  throughout  the  day, 

10  Clear 

11  iRain  throughout  the  day,  with  high  winds 

12  ;Clondy 

13  (Cloudy,  wiih  light  snow  in  the  evening 

14  {Cloudy,  windy,  and  very  dusty i. . .  • 

i5  jCIoudy 

16  Early  m  the  morning  \  inch  snow 

17  JFoggy;  light  rain. • 

18  Foggy;  rain  greater  part  of  the  day 

Clear 

do 

21  E^rly  in  morning  1  j  in.  snow;  at  9  a.  m.  changed  to  rain. 

22  Rain  in  the  morning — cloudy;  clear  in  the  evening 

23  Clear 

5(4  Rain  in  the  morning  and  evening 

Rain  in  morning — fbggy — Lunar  halo 

Rain  early  in  the  morning;  foggy •' 

Rain  early  in  morning ;  clear  in  the  afternoon  &  evening. 
Sleet  in  the  morning  for  a  few  minutes;  changed  to  rain . . 

Clear 

do 

31  Cloudy 

17 


19 
20 


25 


27 
28 
29 
30 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1850— Cohtihued. 


FEBRUARY. 
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REMARKS  OR  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A.  H.  TO  9  P.  M, 


Clear 

Rain  in  the  morning  and  evening 

Cloudy — light  snow  at  5  p.  h.,  for  a  few  minutes 

Cloudy—  "        "  "  «    .     «       

Clear — very  dusty 

Clear 

Light  fine  snow  at  9  a.  m. — cloudy 

Cloudy 

Dense  fog  with  rain < 

Cloudy 

Cloudy — a  few  snow  flakes  in  the  morning 

Cloudy — dusty ' 

Clear . 

Rain  at  9^  a.  h.,  ceased  at  6  p.  m.,  star-light  evening.. . 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy — Lunar  halo — moon  shown  forth  in  brightness.   | 

Clear,  windy  and  dusty 

Cloudy , 

Clear ;. 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear,  rain  at  11  p.  m 

Rain  early  in  morning,  clear  in  evening 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy — snow,  at  5  p.  m.  changed  to  rain 
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THE  YEAR  1850.— Cowtinued. 


MARCH. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 


BEMARKS  ON  THE  WEATHEB,  FBOH  9  A.  M.,  TO  9  P.  M. 


Rain  in  the  inorn'g  with  thunder — wind  increas.  at  ng't. 

Clear 

Snow 

Clear 

Clear 

Rain  9  a.  m. — sleet  few  min.  at  noon — clear  at  midnight. 

Slight  rain 

Clear 

Cloudy — river  open  to  Albany — rain  about  ft  p.  m 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Clear 

Light  rain  night  and  evening 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Cloudy ^ 

Cloudy — rain  at  11  j  p.  m 

Sleet 

Light  snow  early  in  night — clear  in  evening. 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy t 

Snow  melted  as  it  fell 

Cloudy 

Cloudy  and  windy 

Clear 

Light  snow  and  rain  in  morning — snow  at  midnight... 

Snow  till  4  p.  M.,  31  inches — clear  in  evening 

Cloudy — Sleet  at  intervals  in  the  afternoon. ...   

Cloudy 

Cloudy 
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POR  THE  YEAR  1850— CoimiruED. 


APRIL. 


S 


a£MABK8  ON  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A.  M*  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  Cloudy 

2  Clear 

3  Cloudy — rain  in  afternoon,  evening  and  night. 

4  Cloudy — high  wind,  rain  in  afternoon  and  evening. 
6  Rain  in  afternoon — snow  throughout  the  night 

6  Snow  early  in  the  morning  5  in. — clear  in  the  night..  •• 

7  Clear 

8  Cloudy 

9  Clear 

10  Cloudy 

11  Cloudy — rain  squall  about  midnight 

12  Cloudy 

13  Rain  early  in  morning  and  afternoon — squalls  at  night,. 

14  Cloudy  and  squally..  •• ••  • 

15  Clear — windy 

16  Clear — windy 

17  Clear... 

18  Cloudy— Lunar  halo 

19  Cloudy 

20  Cloudy 

21  Cloudy — apricot  in  blossom 

22  Foggy — rain  in  the  afternoon 

23  Cloudy — h'ght  rain 

524  Cloudy — clear  in  the  evening ••• 

26  ICIoudy 

526  gLight  drizzling  rain  at  night — foggy 

527  Light  rain  early  at  night,  foggy,  lightning  in  the  eve'ng 

28  ^Foggy;  commenced  raining  at  5  p.  m.,  ceased  next  morn- 

29  Rain  at  night — windy  [ing,  lightning  in  evening 

30  Clear 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1850.— Continued. 


MAY. 


a 


REMARKS  ON  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A.  M.  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  Clondy 

2  Clondy 

3  Cloudy 

4  Foggy — rain  at  noon,  afternoon  and  evening 

6  Foggy — light  rain — lightning  and  thunder  in  evening 

6  jShower  in  the  morning — windy >•  •  •  • 

7  IClear 

8  JRain  in  evening  and  night 

9  Rain  early  in  the  morning — cloudy — windy. 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 


Cloudy 

Foggy — rain  in  the  afternoon 

Clear 

Cloudy — Light  shower  at  i  past  4  p.  m 

Cloudy — lightning  with  thunder  at  j  past  4,  p.  m 

Rain  throughout  the  day  and  evening 

Rain  early  in  the  morning > 

Showers  in  the  afternoon 

Clear 

Clear • 

Rain  in  morn'g— showers  in  aftern'n,  lightn'g,  thund'r. 

Light  shower  early  in  the  morning 

Cloudy — rain  in  the  afternoon  and  evening 

Cloudy — showers  in  the  afternoon 

Cloudy — rain  about, noon,  small  (juantity 

Cloudy — very  dark  at  noon — rain  m  afternoon  and  n'ght. 

Rain  throughout  the  day •  •  •  • 

Cloudy — clear  in  the  evening 

Cloudy — a  gale  in  the  evening 

Cloudy — light  drizzling  rain  in  the  morning 

At  1  A.  M.,  lightning  shortly  after  rain 

Cloudy — drizzling  rain  in  the;  evening 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1860— Cohtihved  . 


JUNE. 


S 


SEMARX8  ON  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A.  M.  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  Cloudy — clear  in  afternoon  and  evening 

2  Parily  cloudy — pleasant  day 

3  Thunder  shower  at  3,  p.  m 

4  Clear 

5  Clear 

6  Clear — ther'mer  at  1,  p.  m.,  79— cloudy  at  2  and  3  p.m. 

7  Clear. 

8  Thunder  at  |  past  4,  p.  m. — rain  at  5  p.m.  eve  &  night. 

9  Clear  in  the  morn.,  cloudy  in  afier'n  lightning  in  eve'ng 

10  Rain  in  morning — small  quantity  (rain  at  11  p.m. 

11  Cloudy — light  rain  in  the  night  at  Harlem 

18  Clear 

13  Clear  [der  and  I i^ht  shower 

14  A  squall  between  6  and  6,  p.m.,  with  lightning,  thun- 

15  Liglu  shower  at  |  to  1  a.m.,— -cloudy 

16  Clear 

17  Clear 

ISjCIear 

-19  ICIear  [2  houses  struck  with  lightning 

20  jLigh'ng  1,  a.  m.,  thun.  squall  6  p.m. — hail  up  town — 

21  .Cloudy  in  the  afternoon • 

22  jCloudy — rain  at  9  p.  m 

23  iRain  early  in  the  morning — very  copious  shower  in  eve . 

24  Clear  in  morning — cloudy  in  afternoon,  clear  in  eve'ng. 
26  Cloudy 

26  Clear 

27  Cloudy — flight  sprinkling  of  rain  at  8  p.  m 

28  !Rain  in  the  evening  and  night 

29  IClondy— ther.  83  at  1  p.m.— in  the  night  light'g  S.W. 

30  iClear 


Doc.  No.  83.) 


483 


METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER 


JULY. 


eg 


2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13  i 
141 
115. 
'■  16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24i 
25i 
26 
27 
28 
29' 

3o: 

31i 


Out-Door 
Thermometer. 


a* 


s 

a 

• 

< 

• 
Pi 

Oi 

CO 

77 

81 

73 

72. 

81 
72 
72 
74 
71 
71 


77 
73 
73 
75 
76 
77 
74 
79 


74 
75 


68  I  72 
72  I  78 
79  1  83 


82 
79 
79 
78 
76 
76 


70  I  76 

71  ,  75 
79  I  81 
81  80 
79  :  81 
78  I  81 


79 
72 
7o 
80 
80 
81 
79 
86 


72  .  76 


74 
80 


78  ,  86 
82  87 

79  84 


80 
67 
67 
75 
80 
78 
75 
78 
73 
72 
71 
71 
71 
74 
74 
78 
78 
77 
70 
75 
75 
76 
75 
75 

81 
70 
72 
78 
80 
82 
79 


Barometer  in  Door. 


< 


29  88 
.29  89 
29  93 
29  93 
29  92 

29  82 

30  00 

29  95 

30  00 
30  10 
30  15 
30  14 
30  07 
30  00 
30  03 
30  12 
30  15 
30  03 
29  53 
29  78 
29  93 

29  97 

30  05 
30  10 
30  00 
30  06 
30  04 
30  04 
29  98 
29  98 
29  98 


CO 


29  88 
29  90 
29  92 
29  94 
29  90 

29  93 

30  00 

29  95 

30  00 
30  14 
30  15 
30  12 
30  02 
30  00 
30  02 
30  15 
30  12 
29  98 
29  44 
29  83 
29  94 

29  88 

30  08 
30  10 

29  95 

30  06 
30  04 
30  U3 
29  94 
29  89 
29  98 


29  86 
29  91 
29  92 
29  84 
29  82 

29  88 

30  00 

29  96 

30  00 
30  14 
30  16 
30  07 
30  00 
30  00 
30  06 
30  15 
30  10 
29  95 
29  52 
29  88 

29  94, 

30  01 
30  08 

29  89 

30  10 

29  95 

30  04 
30  04 
29  98 
29  89 
29  98 


Wind. 


a 
•< 


West 

S.  E. 

N.E. 

S.£. 

West 

N.W. 

N.W. 

North 

N.E. 

N.E. 

S.  £. 

S.  £. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

South 

S.  E. 

S.  E 

iWest 

S.W. 

N.E. 

N.E. 

S.W. 

S.W. 

N.E. 

S.W. 

West 

S.W. 

S.W. 

N.W. 


CO 


o» 


N.W. 


Weit 


|n.e.,n.e. 

jlSa       Jii*   O*      Lit 

js.w.s.w. 

N.W.  N.W. 
jN.W.  N.W. 
iN.E.iN.E. 
{N.E. , N.E. 

,S.  E.'  «  • 
ISouthiSoDth 
S.W.S.  E. 

is.w.is.w., 
;s.w.    " 

South.S.  E. 

S.  E.I    " 
S.  E.     « 

'^*    J!««iS«W* 

iS.W.i    « 
iS.W.     "  I 

js.w.l  « 

S.W.  S.W. 
West  N.E. 
WestjS.W. 
S.W.iSontb 


<( 
« 

N.W. 


S.W. 

a 

"  I 

u    . 


483  (Doc.  No.  23. 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1850.— Continced. 
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4 
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87 


JULY. 


89 
30 
31 


II 


Shower  in  the  afternoon 

Foggy — rain  in  the  evening  and  night 

Cloudy  [the  west  in  evening;  shower  near  midnight 
Foggy  in  the  morning,  clear  towards  noon,  lightning  at 
Cloudy — gentle  gale  at  9  p.  m.  ;  lightning  at  night. .  •  • 

Clear 

Clear !i 

Clear 

Clear... 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Foggy ....'...,. 

Foggy — rain  in  afternoon,  evening  and  night 

Cloudy — mist  in  the  evening 

Clear  [with  violent  gale. 

Shower  in  the  morning — copious  shower  in  the  night 
Un.  in  morn'g  ;  gale  continued  till  2  p.m.  ;  rn.in  af  n. 

Drizzling  rain  in  morning  ;  clear  in  the  evening • 

Clear  in  the  morning ;  cloudy  in  the  afternoon 

Clear 

Cloudy  in  the  moining  ;  clear  in  the  afternoon  and  eve. 

Clear 

Thunder  shower  in  the  evening 

Clear  in  the  morning  ;  evening  cloudy  with  little  rain.. 

Cloudy 

|Cloiidy  ;  thunder  showers  in  the  night 

Shower  in  the  afternoon  ;  lightning  and  thun.  in  eve'g 
Therm,  at  89  at  1  p.m.  ;  cloudy  in  aft'o  ;  ligl'g  atnght 
Clear  in  morning ;  cloudy  in  afternoon 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  1860— doirriHucD. 

AUGUST. 


I 


BBMAUCB  OM  THX  WEATBEE  FBOK  9  A.  H.  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  |Clear — ligbtning  atnigbl — very  windy — rn.  at  midnight 
Rain  early  in  the  morning — clear  greater  part  of  day. . . 

Clear— lightning  in  the  evening  at  S.  W 

Cloody 

Cloudy — flight  rain  for  a  few  minutes  at  noon 

Cloudy — thunder  shower  at  10  p.  m 

Sqaall  and  thunder  shower  at  6  p.  m 

Clear — cloudy  at  1 1  p.  m 

Clear 

Clear.. 

Clear • 

Clear. 

Clear  in  the  morning,  rain  in  the  night  with  lightning, 
Cloudy.  [thunder  and  gale 

Cloudy — showery  in  the  afternoon 

Clear 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Rain  in  the  morning,  drizzling  rain  in  aft'n  and  evening 

Clear 

Clear 

Cloudy 

Clear 

Squally  and  heavy  rain — began  to  clear  late  in  after'n.. 

Clear  in  morning — squall  and  shower  ^  past  5  p.  m 

Clear 
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FOR  THE  YEAR  186a-CoKTiin7ED. 


SEPTEMBER 


REMARKS  ON  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A.  M.  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  'Light  shower  at  I  past  8  a.  m.— cloudy 

2  .Riiin  throughout  the  day. •  • 

3  IRain  early  in  the  morning 

4, Clear 

6  'Cloudy 

6  Cloudy •  • 

7  Rain 

8  'Cloudy  and  windy 

9  Cloudy 

10  Clear 

11  Shower  at  2  p.  m. — windy 

12  Clear — windy f 

13  .Cloudy 

14  "       

15  dear •.. 

16!     u    

17'     "    

18  jShowery 

19  Cloud  V 

aO  [Clear 

21,     «    

22J     "    

23      " 

24 

26 


Foggy :•••• 

Clear  in  the  morning,  cloudy  afternoon  and  evening.  • 


26  jRain  with  thunder 

27  Rain  in  the  night  with  a  gale — very  vivid  lightning  wi(h 

28  'Clear.  fihunder, 
29 
30 


19 
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rOR  THE  YEAR  I860.— CoarnniD. 


OCTOBER. 


AHKB  OIT  THK  WEATHBB,  TROM  9  A.  K.,  TO  9  P. 


-windy 

—windy 

—light  rain  in  the  ereniog. . 


rain  in  ihe  momin^ 

iD  morning  and  evening... 

y 

y — light  rain  at  noon 

y — clear  moonlight  night.. 


in  afiernoon  and  erening. . 

in  the  morning 

oul  the  day 

gale 


-30|Clear.. 
31  jClear.. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER 


NOVEMBER. 
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rOR  THE  YEAR  i860.— CorriHVED. 


NOVEMBER. 


BCMAHKS  ON  TBI  WEATHER  FROH  9  A.  H.  TO  9  P.  M, 

& 


1  iFo^gy — light  rain  in  evening 

Si^oggy 

3|    '^    • 

4      «    

6  "     

61    "     

7  ICIondy 

8  Rain  thronghout  the  day — high  wind  at  night 

9  Clear — windy 

10  Clear. 
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14 
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16 

17 
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SO 


<C 


Cloudy 
Clear.  • 

4« 


Cloudy — lunar  halo 

Rain  in  the  afternoon  and  night.  • 
Light  snow  in  the  night — squally 

Cloudy - 

Cloudy — lunar  halo •  •  •  • . 

Cloudy 


81  iCIear. 
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«     i. 
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il     ^^ ^^^ 

Cloudy — light  rain  in  the  evening 

Foggy 

Light  rain 

29  JFog  with  drizzling  rain 

30  ICIoudy 
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POR  THE  YEAR  1860— Continued. 


DECEMBER. 


S 
& 


BEMARKS  OH  THE  WEATHER  FROM  9  A,  M.  TO  9  P.  M. 


1  Cloudy 

2  Cloudy. 

3  Rain  and  fog. 

4  Cloudy. 

5  Rain  and  fog. 

6  "         "        

8  Clear — windy , 

9  Cloudy 

10  Cloudy — a  few  snow  flakes  at  5  p.  m. 

11  Cloudy ^ .  • , 

12  jClear 

13  Clear 

14  ICloudy , 

15lCloudy 


Rain  and  fog 

Cloudy  in  the  morning— clear  in  the  afternoon  and  eve< 


16 

17 

18  ICloudy, 

19 

90 

91 

22 


Cloudy  and  sleet 

Cloudy — light  snow  in  the  afternoon • 

Clear 

Light  snow  in  the  afternoons-changed  to  rain 


83  Very  violent  squall  with  fine  snow 


24 
26 


27 
28 


30 
31 


Clear 

Cloudy — light  snow  in  the  evening 

CC       '  U  ii  u 

Cloudy 

Light  snow  in  the  afternoon — rain  in  the  evening 

Cloudy • 

Clear 

Cloudy — snow  in  the  afternoon  and  evening,  9  inches,  | 
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The  mnjority  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Gas  Contracts, 
presented  a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  printed; — subsequently  amended, and  adop* 
ted  as  it  herewith  appears. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
and  resolution  relative  to  renewing  the  contract  with  the 
New  York  Gas  Light  Company,  together  with  the  veto  of 
bis  Honor  Caleb  S.  Woodhull  thereon,  respectfully 
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REPORT : 

That  your  Committee,  on  a  review  ofsaid  subject,  have  coo- 
cluded  to  report  the  resolution  following  in  place  of  the  pre* 
vious  one,  which  passed  both  Boards,  and  was  returned  by 
his  Honor  the  then  Mayor. 

By  the  terms  of  the  same,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  con- 
tract is  I  hereby  proposed  to  be  renewed  with  said  company 
for  seventeen  yenra,  from  ihe  1st  day  of  May  next,  and  (hat 
the  Corporation  have  therein  the  right  to  discontinue, at  any 
time  after  one  /ear's  notice,  the  employment  of  said  com- 
pany for  furnishing  and  lighting  with  gas  the  public  lam{)8 
of  Ihe  cify. 

The  company  are  also  thereby  required,  in  addition  to 
lighting  South  and  West  streets,  for  their  entire  length 
within  (heir  district,  before  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  to 
lay  at  least  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  mains,  each  and 
every  year  of  the  continuance  of  said  contract,  until  every 
street  ^'iihin  said  district  shall  be  ligJKed  with  gas. 

There  now  remains  about  twelve  hundred  oil  lamps  in 
the  district  of  said  company,  which'  will  require  nine  hun- 
dred gas  lamps  to  take  their  places — allowing  three  gas 
lamps  to  take  the  place  of  four  oil  ones,  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  adopted  in  putting  down  gas  lamp  posts.  This 
is  independent  of  the  mains  which  the  company  may  lay 
on  therequest  of  private  consnincrs.  Undc?r  this  arrange- 
ment it  is  calculated  that  the  whole  lower  part  of  the  city, 
south  of  Grand  and  Canal  streets,  will  be  lighted  with  gB9 
in  the  course  of  two  yearf. 
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If  this  should  be  carried  out,  the  cost  to  the  city  for  light- 
ing the  public  lamps  with  gas,  will  be  less  than  with  oil. 
By  reference  to  the  recent  communicaiion  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  S(  reels  and  Lamps,  made  to  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men on  ihe  9th  of  January  last,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  es- 
timates the  cost  of  the  oil  lamps  for  and  after  the  present 
year  nt  fifteen  dollars  for  each  lamp.  Taking  this  estimatCi 
the  following  will  be  the  advantage  to  the  city,  each  year, 
to  wit : 

1200  oil  lamps,  at  $15, $18,000  00 

900  gas  lamps,  at$L5, $13,500  00 

$4,500  00 

Showing  a  decrease  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  year  in  the  expenses  of  the  city  for  lighting  the  publ.'e 
lamps  south  of  Grand  and  Canal  streets* 

One  other  great  advantage  that  will  be  gained  to  the  city, 
is  that  tlie  monopoly  clause  of  the  present  contract  will  be 
rescinded,  the  proposed  new  contract  eypressly  providing 
that  no  sole  or  exclusive  right  or  privilege  shall  he  construed 
to  he  granted  to  said  company,  or  that  the  Corporation 
shall  be  prevented  thereby  from  granting  the  same  privi- 
leges to  other  companies  as  are  given  to  the  New  York 
Compiny.  It  will  therefore  be  seen  that  should  any  new 
discovery  be  inade  in  the  manufacture  of  gas  by  which  it 
can  be  made,  either  froin  coal  or  other  materials  qr  agents, 
cheaper  than  at  present,  the  Corporation  can  avail  itself  of 
juch  discovery  by  permitting  any  couipany  to  lay  mains 
iu  the  sireets  thereof,  and  employing  it  to  light  the  public 
lanij>s,  after  giving  to  the  present  company  the  notice  here- 
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inbefore  alluded  to,  that  it  does  not  require  said  company  to 
longer  light  the  public  lamps. 

The  lighting  of  the  public  streets  of  our  city  with  gas, 
instead  of  oil,  will  be  of  great  convenience  to  our  citizens  ; 
the  public  demand  it;  and  as  your  Committee  believe  that 
the  contract  hereby  proposed,  will  be  a  most  advantageous 
one  to  the  city,  they  recommend  that  the  following  resolu- 
tion therefor  be  adopted  : 

Resolved^  That  a  new  contract,  upon  the  basis  of  the  fol- 
lowing terms,  if  the  New  York  Gns  Light  Comi)any  assent 
to  the  same,  be  entered  into  between  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men and  Commonalty  of  the  ciiy  of  New  York,  and  the 
said  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  ;  said  contract  to  con- 
tinue seventeen  years,  from  the  first  day  of  May  next,  and 
that  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
directed  to  prepare  such  contract,  in  accordance  with  said 
terms,  for  the  execution  of  the  proper  parties  thereto, 
to  wit: 

1.  The  old  coi^ract  shall  be  cancelled,  and  a  new  contract 
entered  into,  to  continue  seventeen  years  from  the  1st  day  of 
May,  1851.  Under  the  new  contract,  the  company  shall  fit 
up  and  light  all  the  public  lamps  when  required  bv  the  Cor- 
poration to  be  lighted,  wherev  c  the  pipes  of  v.e  company  are 
or  shall  be  laid  within  that  part  of  the  city  comprised  between 
a  line  commencing  at  the  East  river,  at  the  foot  of  Grand 
street,  and  running  throiiiifh  theraiddlfe  of  Grand  street  to 
Sullivan  street ;  and  througu  :^e  middle  of  Sullivan  street, 
from  Grand  to  Cunal  street;  and  througu  me  middle  of 
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Canal  street,  from  Sullivan  street  to  the  North  or  Hudson 
river;  and  thence  along  the  North  or  Hudson  river  to  the 
East  river;  and  from  thence  along  the  East  river  to  the 
place  of  begiiming  at  the  foot  of  Grand  street,  East  river, 
as  now  occupied  by  the  company. 

2.  For  the  light,  the  lighting  and  extinguishing  of  the 
public  lamps,  within  the  district  above  named,  the  com- 
pany  shall  receive  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  per  annum 
for  each  lamp,  and  for  the  fitting  up  of  the  same,  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  for  each  lamp ;  the  cost  of  post,  lanterns 
and  repairs  to  be  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  as 
heretofore. 

3.  The  Corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  order  the 
mains  of  the  company  to  be  extended  to  such  points  as 
they  may  direct,  commencing  at  such  points  as  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  direct,  and  continuing  through  each 
street,  in  regular  succession,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  each  and  every  year  of  ^ 
the  continuance  of  (his  contract,  and  in  addition  to  the  sum 
of  ten  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  yearly,  the  com- 
pany shall  cause  mains  to  be  laid  through  West  and  South 
streets,  and  light  the  same  before  the  Ist  day  of  November, 
1851. 

4.  The  number  of  hours  during  which  the  lamps  shall 
be  kept  burning  in  any  one  year,  shall  not  exceed  the 
average  number  of  hours  during  which  they  have  been 
kept  burning  during  the  last  five  years,  which  is  ascer- 
tained to  be  two  thousand  and  three  hundred  hours  ;  and 
if  at  any  time  the  Corporation  direct  the  lamps  to  be  kept 
burning  during  a  greater  number  of  hours  than  the  said 
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iaverage  above  named,  then  the  company  tball  be  entitled 
to  claim  and  receive  a  pro  rata  increased  rate  of  compen- 
sation for  such  greater  number  of  hours.  The  burners  on 
the  public  lamps  shall  be  of  the  same  kind  as  those  now 
used  by  the  Manhattan  Cras  Light  Company,  and  equal  to 
an  average  consumption  of  three  cubic  feet  per  hour. 
The  gas  shall  also  be  iof  equal  quality  to  that  now  fur- 
nished. 

5.  The  company  shall  have  the  right  to  lay  pipes  at  any 
time  within  the  district  above  named,  upon  giving  notice 
to  the  Street  Commissioner,  as  heretofore ;  but  they  shall 
not  be  cabled  upon  to  pay  any  sum  to  any  party  or  parties 
for  the  inspection  of  any  pavement  which  they  may  have 
occnpion  to  replace  ;  to  be  subject,  however,  to  such  ordi- 
nances and  regulations  respecting  pavements  as  the  Com^ 
mon  Council  may  pass. 

6.  The  Corporation  shall  protect  the  interests  of  the 
company,  by  the  passage  of  such  ordinances  a^  the  Com- 
mon Council  may  deem  necessary  for  that  purpose. 

7.  The  Corporation  shall  have  the  right,  after  first  giving 
the  said  New  York  Gas  Light  Company  one  year's  notice 
thereof,  to  discontinue  the  employment  of  the  said  com- 
pany, for  furnishing  gas,  lighting  and  extinguishing  the 
public  lamps  of  the  city,  within  said  district,  and  to  em- 
ploy any  oiher  company  therefor,  at  such  price  as  may  be 
deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  interest  of  the  city  by 
the  Common  Council.  And  that  the  said  company 
shall  and  will  so  conduct  their  manufactory  or  manu- 
factories of  gas,  as  not  to  create  a  nuisance,  and  that  they 
will  in  all  things  be  governed  by  such  rules  and  regulations 
as  the  said  corporation,  or  their  successors,  may,  from  lime 
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to  time,  pass,  ordain  and  establish,  relative  to  the  opening 
of  such  streets  or  public  places  or  parts  thereof,  and  laying 
down  the  pipes  and  conductors,  aforesaid. 

8.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  or 
deemed  as  granting  to  the  said  company  any  sole  or  ex- 
clusive right  or  privilege,  or  as  preventing  the  said  corpo- 
ration  from  granting  the  like  privileges  as  are  hereby  given 
to  the  said  company,  to  any  other  company,  persons  or 
parties  whatsoever,  or  as  preventing  any  person  or  persons 
from  erecting,  in  or  on  his  or  their  own  premises,  any  build- 
ing or  apparatus  to  light  with  gas  any  or  every  house,  store, 
manufactory  or  premises  whatsoever,  lying  south  of  the  line 
hereinl)efore  first  mentioned. 

9.  The  said  New  York  Gras  Light  Company  are  to  re- 
ceive,  until  the  first  day  of  May  next,  the  sum  which  they 
now  receive  for  lamps  they  now  light,  and  fifteen  dollars  for 
all  new  lamps  which  they  may  set,  after  which  time  they 
are  to  receive  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  per  year  for  each 
lamp. 

10.  The  Corporation  shall  have  the  right  to  grant  and 
make  such  contracts  with  any  parties,  persons  or  company 
as  they,  the  said  Corporation  may,  in  their  judgment  think 
proper  and  expedient  for  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

JOSEPH  BRITTON,  ] 

SAMUEL  DELAMATER,  (      Special 
PATRICK  KELLY,  {  Committee. 

JEDEDIAH  MILLER,       J 
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FEBRUARY  4,  1851. 


The  minority  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Gas  Contracts, 
presented  a  report  thereon,  which  was  laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  undersigned,  of  the  Special  Committee  in  rela- 
tion to  Gas  Contracts,  differing  from  the  majority  of  said 
Committee,  respectfully 

REPORTS : 

That  the  other  members  of  the  Committee,  w.ith  Alderman 
Wood,  constituted  the  entire  Committee  to  whom  the  sub- 
ject was  referred,  at  an  early  period  of  the  year  1850.  A 
report  was  made  on  the  11th  December,  1850,  which,  with 
the  resolution  attached,  was  adopted  the  same  evening,  and 
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being  immediately  coocurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  required  only  the  ^igoaUire  oC  ius  Honor  the 
Mayor  to  have  become  binding  as  a  contract  between  the 
city  and  the  New  York  Gas  Company,  said  company  as- 
senting. 

But  the  Mayor  saw  fit  to  veto  the  resolution,  and  to  send 
it  back  to  this  Board  for  reconsideration.  Accordigly  it 
was  re-committed,  with  ,the  objections  of  his  Honor  the 
Mayor,  for  reconsideration ;  at  which  time,  Alderman 
Wood,  of  the  Special  Committee,  having  ceased  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Board,  the  undersigned  was  appointed,  by 
resolution  of  the  Board,  to  serve  on  the  Committee  in  his 
place. 

At  the  meetings  of  this  Committee,  the  undersigned 
found  it  impossible  to  concur  in  the  views  expressed  by  the 
majority,  and  was  forced  to  dissent  from  their  report;  but 
he  considers  that  the  importance  of  the  subject  justifies  him 
in  presenting  to  your  Honorable  Body  his  own  suggestions, 
together  with  the  facts  which  form  the  basis  of  his  opinions. 

The  Committee  has  recommended  that  a  new  contract  be 
made  with  the  New  York  Gas  Company,  to  light  the  public 
lamps,  for  a  term  of  years,  on  specified  conditions. 

The  undersigned  holds  that  the  public  interest  requires  . 
that  no  new  contract  should  be  made  with  the  gas  compa- 
ny, unless  it  contains  special  provisions  compelling  said 
cpmpany  to  furnish  good  gas,  at  a  fair  price,  to  private  con- 
sumers, whose  interests,  the  undersigned  thinks,  the  author- 
ities are  bound  to  protect  with  as  niuch  solicitude  as  they 
show  for  the  proper  lighting  of  the  public  lamps. 
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The  consumption  of  gas,  in  lighting  the  public  lamps,  is 
so  inconsiderable,  when  compared  with  the  demands  of 
private  consumers,  that  it  is  of  small  importance  to  the  gas 
company  whether  they  receive  much  or  little  for  such  sup- 
ply ;  as  they  could  well  afford  to  light  them  for  nothing,  to 
have  the  use  of  the  streets  for  their  main  pipes,  to  reach  their 
private  consumers  ;  and  even  then  to  furnish  the  gas  at  a 
less  price  than  they  now  pay,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the 
experience  of  Philadelphia  during  the  last  ten  years. 

To  sustain  this  position,  the  undersigned  begs  to  call  the 
attention  of  your  Honorable  Body  to  the  following  yearly 
statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works, 
which  have  been  carefully  compiled  from  the  published  an- 
nual reports  of  the  trustees  of  those  works,  to  the  Select 
and  Greneral  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1841, 

The  eity  of  Philadelphia  took  the  gas  works  from  the  com- 
pany established  in  1836,  as  a  private  corporation  for  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  for  which  the  company  had  been 
charging,  from  1836  up  to  that  time,  at  the  rate  of  35  cents 
per  100,  or  $3  50  per  1000  cubic  feet.  The  stockholders 
received,  in  full  of  all  claims  in  the  profits  of  said  company, 
city  stock,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent.  The  capital 
stock  of  the  gas  works,  during  the  year  1841,  was  $524,000, 
of  which  a  large  portion  had  been  added  during  the  year, 
for  the  extension  of  the  works.  The  city  continued  to  fur- 
nish gas  at  the  same  price,  viz  :  35  cents  per  100,  or  $3  50 
per  1000  cubic  feet,  during  the  year  1841 ;  and  after  pay- 
ing interest  on  the  capital^  and  all  expenses  of  manufactur- 
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iDg  and  purchase  of  materials,  wages  of  workmen,  salaries 
of  officers,  contingencies  and  repairs,, the  surplus  profits  for 
that  year  amonoied  to  $40,487  24,  less  suspended  debt  of 
$1,536  23 — being  the  amount  of  gas  bills  unpaid — leaving 
a  net  surplus,  to  this  time,  of  $38,951  01.    ^ 

During  the  year  1842, 

The  city  continued  to  furnish  gas  at  the  same  rate,  viz:  35 
cents  per  100,  or  $3  50  per  1000  cubic  feet.  The  capital, 
this  year,  was  increased  $16,900,  making  $540,900  in  all 
of  capital  stock  of  the  works,  of  which  the  surplus  profits, 
after  paying  interest  on  capital,  all  expenses  of  materials 
and  manufacture  of  gas,  including  wages  and  salaries,  con- 
tingencies and  repairs,  amounted  to  $52,610  86 — making, 
up  to  tin's  time,  a  surplus  of  $93,098  10,  less  suspended 
debt  of  $2,065  62,  for  gas  bills  unpaid  ;  of  this,  $60,399  25 
was  invested  in  the  Sinking  Fund,  leaving  a  sum  of 
$30,633  23,  not  yet  invested. 

During  the  year  1843, 

The  price  of  gas  continued  at  the  same  rate  of  35  cents  per 
100,  or  $3  50  per  1000  cubic  feet.  Tlie  capital  stock  this 
year  was  not  increased  ;  but  the  woiks  were  extended  by 
means  of  the  surplus  profits,  which,  after  paying  interest 
on  capital,  all  expenses  of  the*  materials  and  manufacture 
of  the  gas,  including  wages  of  workmen,  salaries,  inci- 
dental expenses  and  repairs,  amounted  to  $52,418  77 — 
making,  up  to  this  time,  a  surplus  of  $145,516  87,  less  sus- 
pended debt  of  $1,830  04,  for  gas  bills  unpaid.  There  is 
invested  in  Sinking  Fund,  at  this  time,  $97,600,  of  gas  and 
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city  loans,  leaving  the  sum  of  $46,091  58,  not  yet  invest- 
ed •  Up  to  this  time,  forty-five-and-a-qiiarter  miles  of  main 
pipes  have  been  laid  through  the  streets. 

During  the  year  1844, 

The  city  supplied  the  gas  at  the  same  price,  viz :  35  cents 
per  100,  or  $3  50,  per  1000  cubic  feet,  payable  quarterly. 
The  capital  this  year,  was  increased  $59,100,  for  extension 
of  works,  making  the  entirf'  capital  stock  issued  by  the  city 
$600,000,  of  which  the  surplus  profits,  after  deducting  in- 
terest on  capital,  expensos  of  material  and  manufiicturing 
of  gas,  wages  of  workmen,  salaries  of  superintendent 
and  clerks,  incidental  expenses  and  repairs,  amounts  to 
$60,692  30,  making  up  to  this  time,  a  surplus  of  $206,209  17 
less  suspended  debt,  for  amount  of  unpaid  bills,$l,957  44. 
There  is  invested  in  sinking  fund  of  the  gas  works  $181,- 
949  90,  and  the  balance  forms  part  of  the  contingent  fund 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  works,  extending  the  distribu- 
tion, &c.,  as  directed  by  ordinance  of  June  17,  1844. 
Sixty-four  and  one-fifth  miles  of  main  pipes  have  been  laid 
through  the  streets  to  the  end  of  this  year. 

During  the  tear  1845, 

The  gas  was  supplied  by  the  city,  at  the  same  price  of  35 
cents  per  100,  or  $3  50,  per  1000  cubic  feet,  until  March  1, 
when  it  was  reduced  to  30  cents  per  100,  or  $3  per  1000 
cubic  feet.  The  bills  are  paid  quarterly.  The  capital  stock 
was  not  increased  this  year ;  but  the  works  were  extended 
by  means  of  the  surplus  profits,  notwithstanding  the  above 
reduction  of  the  price  of  gas.  The  amount-  of  surplus 
profits  this  year,  after  paying  interest  on  capital,  and  all 
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expense  of  the  materials  and  manufacture  of  gas,  wages, 
salaries,  incidental  expenses,  and  for  repairs,  was  $55,916 
90,  making  up  to  this  time,  a  surplus  of  $262,126  07,  less 
suspended  debt,  for  bills  unpaid  of  $1,729  89.  Of  this 
surplus,  $205,633  57  belongs  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  the 
balance,  less  tiie  amount  of  the  suspended  debt,  $1,729  89, 
equal  to  $54,492  50,  forms  the  contingent  fund  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  gas  works,  and  extraordinary  repairs  and  re- 
newals, as  provided  for  by  the  ordinance  of  June  17,  1844. 
Sixty-seven  and  two-third  miles  of  main  pipes,  were  laid  io 
-the  streets,  up  to  the  end  of  this  year. 


During  the  year  1846, 

The  price  for  gas  was  continued  the  same,  viz  :  30  cents 
per  100,  or  $3,  per  1000  cubic  feet,  until  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary,  when  it  was  reduced  to  28  cents  per  100,  or  $2  80 
per  1000  cubic  feet,  at  which  price  it  was  supplied, 
until  July  1st  of  this  same  year,  when  it  was  again  reduc- 
ed to  25  cents  per  100,  or  $2  50  per  1000  cubic  feet,  pay- 
able quarterly,  and  was  supplied  at  that  price  throughout 
the  balance  of  that  year.  The  capital  stock  was  not  in- 
creased this  year ;  but,  notwithstanding  the  two  reductions 
irf  the  price  of  gas  during  the  year,  the  works  were  extend- 
ed by  means  of  the  surplus  profits,  which,  after  deducting 
interest  on  capital,  cost  of  materials,  and  manufacture  of 
gas,  wages  of  workmen,  salaries  of  officers,  incidental  ex- 
penses and  repairs,  amounted  to  $51,628  37,  making  up  to 
this  time  a  surplus  of  $313,754  44,  less  suspended  debt, 
for  amount  of  unpaid  bills  of  $1,426  45.  Of  this  surplus 
$229,805  57,  belongs  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  the  balance 
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less  the  amount  of  the  suspended  debt,  $1,426  45,  equal  to 
$82,522  42,  forms  the  contingent  fund  for  the  extension  of 
the  gas  works,  and  extraordinary  repairs  and  renewals,  as 
provided  for  by  the  ordinance  of  June  17,  1844,  and  May 
7,  1846.  Of  this  last  sum,  $70,497  49,  have  already  been 
expended.  Seventy-three  and  two-third  miles  of  main 
pipes  were  laid  to  the  end  of  this  very  prosperous  year. 

Note — Up  to  this  time,  all  the  stock  issued  by  the  city 
for  the  gas  works,  has  been  Loans  1,  2,  3  and  4,  amounting 
to  $600,000,  all  additional  capital,  has  been  appropriated 
from  yearly  surplus  profits  to  contingent  fund,  forthe  ex- 
tension of  works,  and  has  thus  formed  an  addition  to  the 
capital. 


During  the  year  1847, 

The  price  of  gas  continued  the  same,  viz :  25  cents  per 
100,  or  $2,50  per  1000  cubic  feet.  The  capital  stock  was 
not  increased  by  city  stock,  but  the  works  continued  to  be 
extended  by  means  of  the  surplus  profits,  which,  after  pay- 
ing interest  on  capital,  expenses  of  manufacturing  and  cost 
of  materials,  labor,  salaries,  contingencies  and  repairs, 
amounted  to  $70,917  35,  making  up  to  this  time,  a  surplus 
of  $384,671  79,  less  suspended  debt  of  $1,425  16.  Of 
this  surplus  $254,781  17,  belongs  to  the  sinking  fund,  and 
the  balance  $129,890  62,  less  $1,425  16,  equal  to  $128,- 
465  46,  is  the  contingent  fund  of  the  works,  which  has 
been  applied  for  additions  to  the  establishment.  Seventy- 
six  and  two-fifths  miles  of  main  pipes  have  been  laid  to  the 
end  of  this  year. 
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During  the  year  1848, 

• 

The  price  of  gas  was  continued  at  25  cents  per  100,  or 
$2  50  per  1000  cubic  feet,  till  September  Ist,  when  it  was 
reduced  to  22^  cents  per  100,  or  $2  25  per  1000  cubic 
feet,  which  is  practically  still  further  reduced  to  consumers 
by  a  discount  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  gas  bills,  if  paid  within 
5  days  after  delivery,  which  brings  the  actual  price  down 
to  21  yV  cents  per  100,  or  $2  14  per  1000  cubic  feet;  at 
which  rale  it  remains  at  the  present  time,  all  bills  being 
paid  quarterly.  The  capital  stock  was  this  year  increased 
$70,000  by  issue  of  city  gas  stock  for  the  extension  of  the 
works,  making  $670,000  issued  by  the  city  to  tin's  time. 
The  surplus  profits  after  deducting  interest  on  the  above 
capital,  and  all  expenses  of  material,  manufacturing,  wages, 
salaries,  incidental  expenses,  contingencies  and  repairs, 
amounted  to  $62,178  35,  making  up  to  this  time  $446,850 
14,  less  suspended  debt  for  unpaid  bills  of  $1,544  35.  Of 
this  surplus,  $281,864  84  went  to  sinking  fund,  and 
$163,440  85  to  contingent  fund.  Seventy-nine  and  one- 
fifth  miles  of  main  pipes  were  laid  up  to  the  end  of  this 
year. 

During  the  year  1849, 

The  price  of  gas  was  continued  at  22}  cents  per  100,  or 
$2  25  per  1000  cubic  feet,  with  5  per  cent.  oflT,  for  pay- 
ment in  5  days  after  delivery  of  bills,  the  bills  being  paid 
quarterly.  The  capital  stock  was  increased  this  year 
$100,000  by  issue  of  city  gas  stock  for  the  extension  of  the 
works,  making  in  all  $770,000  issued  by  the  city  to  this 
time ;  all  additional  capital  having  been  appropriated  from 
surplus  profits  to  contingent  fund  for  the  extension  of  the 
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works,  which  has  been  added  to  the  capital,  and  up  to 
January  1,  1850,  the  amount  of  contingent  fund  so  added  is 
$192,675  05,  making  total  capital  at  that  date  $962,575  05. 
The  surplus  profits  this  year,  after  deduaing  interest  on  the 
capital,  cost  of  materials,  and  all  expenses  of  manufacture, 
including  wages  of  Workmen,  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks, 
incidental  expenses,  contingencies  and  repairs,  amount  to 
$64,792  19,  making  up  to  this  time  $511,642  33  surplus, 
less  suspended  debt  $1,862  50.  Of  this  surplus,  $317,204 
78  belongs  to  the  sinking  fund,  and  $192,575  05  to  contin- 
gent fund.  Ninety  miles  of  main  pipes  are  laid  in  the 
streets  at  the  end  of  this  year. 

During  the  year  1850, 

The  price  of  gas  was  continued  at  the  same  rates,  viz :  22^ 
cents  per  100  feet,  or  $2  25  per  1,000  feet,  and  5  per  cent, 
off  for  immediate  payments.  The  increase  of  capital  stock 
this  year  was  $197,000,  making  in  all  $967,000  of  stock 
issued  by  the  city.  The  surplus  profits  for  this  year,  after 
paying  interest  on  capital,  and  all  expenses  of  material  and 
manufacturing  gas,  wages  to  workmen,  salaries,  incidental 
expenses,  contingencies  and  repairs,  amount  to  $57,244  07, 
making  to  the  present  time  a  surplus  of  $568,886  40. 
Ninety-four  and  three  quarter  miles  of  main  pipes  have 
been  laid  up  to  the  end  of  this  year  in  the  streets. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  profits  of  the  works  during 
nine  years  up  to  3l8t  Dec,  1849,  are  $511,642  33,  of  which 
$192,575  05  has  been  used  in  the  extension  of  the  works, 
and  $317,204  78  is  invested  in  the  sinking  fund  in  stocks 
of  the  gas  works.  The  total  surplus  up  to  January  1, 
1850,  is  $,510,642  33,  and  the  profits  for  the  year  ending 
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31st  December,  1860,  are  $57,244  07,  making  the  grand 
total  of  surplus  profits,  during  ten  years'  business  on  a 
capital  of  only  $770,000,  amount  lo  $568,868  40,  exclu- 
sive of  the  suspended  debt,  which  is  for  unpaid  bills  for  gas. 


The  gas  works  have  also  supplied  the  districts  of  Spring 
Gardeuy  Sauthwark  and  Mayamensing  with  gas,  for  17^ 
cents  per  100,  and  $1  75  per  1,000  cubic  feet,  delivered  at 
the  line  of  the  city,  the  parties  laying  their  own  mains,  ser- 
vice pipes,  &c.,  the  gas  works  being  at  no  expense  after 
having  delivered  the  gas  to  their  line.  The  statement  in 
the  report  of  the  Special  Committee,  Doc.  No.  78,  p.  1234, 
that  "  the  work?  in  Philadelphia  charge  35  cents  per  100 
feet  to  the  consumers  in  the  district  of  Southwark,  the 
same  price  as  paid  here,"  is  therefore  incorrect.  The 
undersigned  is  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  or  where  the 
Committee  procured  this  information,  for  they  needed  only 
to  have  applied  at  the  Philadelphia  gas  works,  where  the 
undersigned  applied,  and  they  would  have  obtained  correct 
information. 


An  impression  existing  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of 
this  Board,  in  consequence  of  a  misstatement  in  the  report 
of  the  Special  Committee  on  Gas,  Doc.  78,  page  1234, 
to  the  effect  that  in  Philadelphia,  ^^the  charge  for  the 
public  lamps  is  $22  50  cents  each.  The  undersigned 
called  at  the  ofSce  of  the  Register  of  the  works  in  that  city, 
to  ascertain  the  truth,  and  was  politely  furnished  with  the 
following  statement  of 
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**  THE  PBICE  OF  OAB  IS  VHUkBELFBlk. 

From  Jan.  Ist,  1836,  when  the  works  were  established, 

to  Mar.  l8t,184(^  36  ota.  per  100  ft.  and  $8  50  per  1000  eab.  ft. 
"     Mar.  Ist,  4S45,  to  Feb.  Ist,  1846,  30  eta.  **      and    3  00        "  '* 

"     Feb.  Ist,  1846,  to  July  Ist,  1&16,  28  cts.  "      and    2  80 

"      July  1st,  1846,  to  Sept.  1st,  1846,25  cts  "      and    2  50       " 

"      Sept  1st,  l»ld,  to  present  time,  22^  cts.  '*      and    2  26       "  " 

*^  A  discount  of  five  per  cent,  is  taken  from  all  bills  for  gas, 
if  paid  at  the  office  within  five  days  after  delivery  ;  if  not 
paid  in  ten  days  after  delivery  of  the  bill,  the  gas  to  be  cut 
off  for  non-payment. 

"  The  street  lamps  supplied  to  the  city  were  charged  at 
$1  75  per  1000  feet,  from  the  commencement  to  the  1st 
June,  1848 ;  from  the  Ist  June,  1848,  to  March  1st,  1850, 
at  $1  25  cents  per  1000  feet,  and  from  March  1st,  1850,  to 
the  present  time,  at  $20  per  annum,  which  is  less  than  $1 
per  1000  feet ;  the  lamps  burning  about  7  feet  per  hour. 

Signed,  W.  FENNELL,  Register. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  30, 1851." 

See  table  A^  at  the  end  of  this  report y  showing  an  annual 
comparison  of  the  actual  capital^  profits^  and  per  centage  of 
earnings  J  the  average  rate  of  interest  paid  on  stocky  and  the 
price  of  gas  at  Philadelphia  gas  works. 

The  New  York  public  lamps  burn  each  three  feet  of  gas 
per  hour,  for  2300  hours  in  a  year.  For  this  it  is  pro- 
posed to  pay  $15  dollars  per  annum,  including  $2  40 
per  lamp  for  lighting  and  extinguishing,  which  is  done  by 
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the  gas  company,  imd  which,  deducted,  gives  the  actoal 
price  of  the  gas  at  $12  60,  which  amounts  to  91  82  per 
1000  cubic  feet. 

The  price  charged  for  the  public  lamps,  in  Philadelphia, 
h  $20  each  ;  add  $2  40,  for  lighting  and  extinguishing  by 
the  police,  and  the  price  of  each  lamp  is  $22  40.  These 
lamps  are  arranged  to  burn  7  feet  of  gas  per  hour,  which, 
for  2300  hours,  the  time  proposed  in  the  New  York  con- 
tract, would  make  16,100  feet,  which,  at  $22  40,  is  $1  39 
per  lOGO  feet. 

From  this  it  appears,  that  so  far  from  charging  a  lower 
price  for  gas  in  New  York  than  in  Philadelphia,  for  the 
public  lamps,  as  is  claimed,  the  fact  is  exactly  the  reverse. 
Philadelphia  pays  $1  39,  and  New  York  is  to  pay  $1  82 
for  1000  cubic  feet,  a  difference  of  43  cents,  or  31  per  cent, 
more. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  public  lamps  are  lighted  many  more 
hours  than  in  New  York.  They  are  under  the  charge  of 
the  police  force,  and  in  cloudy  or  rain}'^  nights,  and  at 
oilier  times,  at  the  discretion  of  the  police  captains  of  .wards, 
they  are  lighted.  For  this  excess  of  lighting,  no  charge  is 
made,  though  it  is  probably  very  great,  as  the  parties  con- 
trolling find  a  great  convenience  and  advantage  in  keeping 
their  respective  districts  light  in  dark  nights.  In  New 
York,  on  the  contrary,  the  lamps  are  lighted  and  exiin- 
gnished  by  the  servants  of  the  gas  company,  a  party  inter- 
ested in  consuming  in  the  public  lamps  as  little  gas  as  possible 
— and  it  is  notorious,  that  so  early  in  the  morning  are  the 
public  lamps  extinguished,  that  the  police  find  it  a  difficult 
part  of  their  duty  to  prevent  and  apprehend  burglars  and 
other  marauders,  who  take  advantage  of  an  hour  or  two  in 
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which  the  streets  are  left  in  almost  total  darkness,  to  perpe- 
trate their^outrages  upon  society  unseen,  and  in  compara- 
tive security.  The  gas  company,  by  this  close  economy, 
saves  a  few  thousand  feet  of  gas  per  week,  at  the  expense 
of  the  entire  community,  in  more  than  one  respect.  This 
is  at  a  time  when  the  lamps  should  burn  till  daylight.  It  is 
also  well  known  that  during  a  large  portion  of  the  time, 
when,  by  the  almanac,  we  depend  upon  the  moon  to  light  our 
streets,  they  are  left  in  the  most  uncomfortable  and  some- 
times dangerous  darkness,  by  reason  of  rainy  or  cloudy 
weather,  or  because  the  houses  obstruct  her  light  when  she 
is  at  a  less  altitude  than  45  degrees.  If  on  such  occasions 
the  public  lamps  are  lighted,  it  is  at  a  yro  rata  increase  of 
compensation  to  the  gas  company. 


The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Honorable 
Body,  the  very  great  importance  of  a  change  in  the  arrange- 
ment for  ligiiting  the  public  lamps  of  this  city,  as  soon  as 
practicable.  The  proper  lighting  of  our  streets  is  one 
of  the  most  imporlant  of  the  police  measures,  and  it  should 
be  within  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Police  Depart- 
ment to  light  the  lamps,  when,  by  reason  of  darkness  from 
any  cause,  they  require. l.ght  in  the  streets.  It  can  be  done 
cheaper  by  them  because  they  are  necessarily  always  on  the 
ground,  in  their  various  districts,  for  other  purposes,  and 
being  the  guardians  of  the  night,  are  the  proper  judges  of 
the  necessity  of  light.  They  would  willingly,  as  I  am  led 
to  believe,  perform  this  slight  additional  duty  for  $2  00  per 
lamp  per  annum,  which  is  somewhat  less  than  the  estimated 
allowance  for  it  to   the   gas   companies,   who,  we  have 
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shown,  are  the  very  least  proper  to  be  entrusted  with  this 
important  duty.  An  account  of  all  extra  lighting  should 
be  kept  by  the  Cap(ain  of  Police  for  each  district,  to  whose 
judgment  it' should  be  left  to  order  extra  light  when  re* 
quired,  and  he  should  be  provided  with  a  book  to  record  ail 
such  extra  lighting,  for  the  inspection  of  the  gas  company 
and  the  Commissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps,  to'  whom  be 
might  be  required  to  make  periodical  reports  of  such  extra 
lamp  service.  The  undersigned  is 'confident  that  the  wis- 
dom and  economy  of  this  change  will  be  evident  on  trial, 
in  many  other  respects,  besides  (to  use  the  language  of  the 
worthy  President  of  the  Philadelpliia  gas  works,)  ^'  aiding 
the  municipal  authorities  in  their  police  arrangements,  to 
an  extent  that  the  inhabitants  of  cities  imperfectly  lighted 
can  scarcely  appreciate." 

By  comparison  of  the  public  gas  lamp  system  of  the  two 
cities,  it  will  appear  how  very  much  to  the  advantage  of 
the  community  is  the  system  and  amount  of  payments  for 
the  lighting  of  the  streets  in  Philadelphia,  and  how  much 
to  the  disadvantage  of  our  citizens  is  the  system  and  price 
of  such  lighting  here.  The  liberality  and  efficiency  of 
their  public  lamp  service  shines  forth  in  contrast  to  the  in- 
efficiency of  ours,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  as  does  the 
dazzling  splendor  of  their  seven  feet  per  hour  burners,in  com- 
parison with  our  three  feet  per  hour  jets  of  flame,  which  dis- 
close but  rarely  dispel  the  sourtounding  darkness.  How 
much  superior  must  a  seven  feet  light  be  to  a  three  feet  light  f 
Just  so  superior  is  their  entire  system  to  ours. 

Every  attention  is  paid  to  economy  in  the  use  of  materials 
in  the  Philadelphia  gas  works,  that  the  most  judicious  man- 
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agement  can  suggest.  The  Superintendent,  John  C.  Cres- 
8on,  Esq.,  who  is  most  admirably  qualified  for  his  position, 
which  he  has  occupied  since  the  commencement  of  the 
works,  was  sent  to  Europe,  in  1845,  to  visit  the  principal 
gas  manufactories  in  England,  Scotland  and  France,  to 
ascertain  what  improvements  in  the  making  and  storing  of 
gas  might  be  introduced  in  Philadelphia  with  advantage. 
Since  his  return,  two  large  tekscopic  gas  holders  have  been 
erected,  greatly  to  the  economy  and  advantage  of  the 
works,  and  a  third,  of  still  larger  dimensions,  is  now  con- 
structing, of  which  Mr.  Cresson,  in  his  proposition  for  its 
erection,  thus  speaks  : — 

**  The  experience  we  have  had  in  the  use  of  two  large  teles- 
copic gas  holders^  confirms  the  belief  originally  entertained 
in  the  economy  of  that  form  over  the  old  plan^  and  that  ex- 
perience seems  also  to  warrant  the  opinion  that  increased 
economy  would  attend  the  erection  of  them  of  still  larger  di- 
mensions. The  Superintendent  submits  a  plan  for  one  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  feet  in  diameter  and  seventy  feet  in  height  j 
with  its  tankj  dry  wellj  fyc.  This  will  cost  about  as  much 
as  three  of  the  size  lately  erected^  aud  have  a  cubical  content 
equal  to  five  of  them.  It  vrill  also  occupy  less  space  on  the 
lot  appropriated  to  gas  holders^  ^c." 

This  has  since  been  completed  and  is  in  use. 

In  the  use  of  lime  for  purifying  the  gas,  great  economy 
is  attained,  as  it  is  all  made  on  the  premises,  from  oyster 
shells,  which  cost  nothing  but  their  transportation,  and  they 
make  nearly  or  quite  enough  lime  beyond  their  own  re- 
quirements, to  sell  to  cover  the  expenses  of  carting  the 
shells  and  its  own  manufacture.  (See  annual  reports  of  the 
Philadelphia  Gas  virorks.) 
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In  the  iise  of  fuel,  great  economy  is  also  attained.  Tbe 
coals  from  which  the  gas  is  made,  are  placed  in  retorts,  and 
the  gases  with  which  the  coals  are  impregnated  are  driven 
off  by  the  action  of  hot  fires  placed  under  the  retorts. 
These  gases  are  collected,  condensed,  washed,  purified, 
measured,  stored  and  finally  forced  through  the  maia  pipes 
to  consumers.  But  the  coals  have  been  carboniztd  by  the  ac- 
tion of  the  heat,  and  have  been  turned  to  coke ;  a  consider- 
able proportion  of  coal  tar,  &c.  This  coal  tar  is  an  article  of 
commerce,  in  considerable  demand  here  at  all  times.  Bot 
the  coke  is  more  valuable  ;  it  is  used  as  fuel  under  the  re- 
torts, and  a  large  quantity  is  sold  yearly.  The  quantity 
produced  at  the  Philadelphia  gas  works  in  1848,  from 
365,428  bushels  of  coal,  was  518,080  bushels  ;  three  and  a 
half  bushels  of  coals  producing  five  bushels  of  coke.  Of 
the  coke  thus  made  in  that  year,  about  two-thirds  were 
used  as  fuel,  and  the  rest  sold  or  for  sale.  In  this  city  it 
sells  readily  from  $4  to  $4  50  per  ton,  and  is  becoming  as 
favorite  a  fuel  for  domestic  purposes,  as  it  is  valuable  for 
heating  furnaces,  &c.  The  best  Newcastle  coals  produce 
nearly  an  equal  value  of  coke  after  yielding  the  gas. 

The  use  of  the  different  kinds  of  coals  for  making  gas, 
has  been  a  subject  of  careful  and  interesting  experiment  for 
a  long  period.  The  results  of  these  experiments  are  record- 
ed from  time  to  time  in  the  annual  reports  from  which 
these  notes  are  taken,  and  show  that  though  they  were  for- 
merly obliged  to  depend  upon  the  Virginia  mines  for  their 
supply,  yet  they  find  the  use  of  Newcastle  and  Cannel  coals 
very  much  more  advantageous  and  profitable.  They  have 
accordingly  made  arrangements  to  receive  a  full  supply  of 
British  coals  from  this  city,  at  an  additional  expense  of  sev- 
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fact,  it  is  high  time  that  this  leakage  and  waste  of  thirty- 
one  per  cent,  should  be  stopped,  and  their  mains  taken  up, 
proved  by  hydraulic  power,  (as  the  Crolon  pipes  are,)  and 
corked  with  lead  instead  of  cement,  and  that  the  citizens, 
(consumers,)  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  difference. 

As  it  is  mainly  in  the  perfection  of  the  details  of  great 
works,  that  such  unexampled  success,  as  we  have  found 
in  the  affairs  of  the  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  can  be 
expected  to  be  attained.  A  quotation  is  made  from  an 
annual  report  of  the  trustees,  showing  the  excellency  of 
their  arrangements  in  this  respect. 

^^  Each  private  consumer  is  supplied,  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
concern,  with  a  service-pipe  and  meter,  connected  with  the 
street  main,  and  carried  within  the  walls  of  his  premises ;  and 
the  quantity  of  gas  burned,  is  determined  by  the  meter, 
which  is  examined  once  in  three  months,  for  that  purpose ; 
and  to  prevent  its  getting  out  of  repair,  or  registering  erro- 
neously, each  meter  is  examined  at  intervals  of  about  six 
weeks,  by  a  competent  agent  of  the  trustees.  The  quan- 
tity of  gas  burned  in  the  public  lamps  is  ascertained,  by 
the  registering  of  six  standard  meters,  placed  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  ;  each  of  these  meters  is  connected  with  a 
public  lamp ;  and  from  an  average  of  the  register  of  the 
whole  of  them,  the  quantity  delivered  to  the  city,  /or 
public  lighting,  is  determined  and  charged.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  complete  accuracy  of  the  system  of  the 
distribution,  and  of  the  perfect  construction  of  the  whole  of 
the  apparatus,  it  has  been  found  that  the  quantity  register- 
ed by  the  meters  connected  with  the  burners,  and  that 
guaged  by  the  station  meters  at  the  works,   corresponds 
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usually  within  from  three  to  six  per  cent.,  the  fluctuations 
depending  upon  the  frequency  of  opening  the  mains,  either 
for  making  further  extensions  of  the  pipes  for  distribution, 
or  of  connecting  public  or  private  lights  with  them.  The 
trustees  have  a  further  gratification  in  communicating  to  the 
Councils,  that  by  a  rigid  examination  of  the  gas,  made  with 
the  most  delicate  tests,  a  remarkable  freedom  from  any 
noxious  impurity  is  exhibited,  and  its  combustion  is,  per- 
haps, the  most  brilliant  of  that  furnished  by  any  works,  at 
present  in  operation." 

The  above  statements  have  been  compiled  to  show  the 
great  perfection  of  the  system  of  gas  making  in  Philadelphia, 
and  the  constant  care  and  great  expense  incurred  in  procur- 
ing the  most  suitable  materials  to  produce  a  superior  quality 
of  gas.  In  this  respect  they  pretend,  and  I  believe  justly,  to 
excel  any  other  gas  works  in  this  country,  and  to  be  equal 
to  any  in  the  world.  It  was  as  absurd  therefore  for  the 
Special  Committee  on  Gas  to  state  on  page  1234  of  Doc. 
No.  '78,  that  the  gas  furnished  in  Philadelphia  is  inferior  to 
that  of  the  New  York  companies,  as  it  was  incorrect  for 
them  to  state  on  the  same  page,  that  though  they  pay  no 
taxes  to  the  city,  being  city  works,  "  the  Corporation  is  ob- 
liged to  make  frequent  appropriations  for  deficiencies <)  and 
for  extending  the  works. ^^  The  facts  are  directly  the  re- 
verse of  this ;  for  we  find  that  they  pay  taxes,  even  for 
their  water,  into  the  city  treasury,  the  same  as  other  prop- 
erty holders ;  that  they  have  never  had  deficiencies  or  ap- 
propriations, in  the  sense  alluded  to,  as  will  appear  by  the 
detail  of  their  business  just  above  presented. 

In  1849,  as  will  appear  by  the  Superintendent's  account 
of  expenditures,  appended  to  this  report,  on  pp.  534,  and 
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535,  is  a  chargeof  "1847, 60  cents  for  taxes  and  water.''  The 
fact  is,  that  they  pay  for  every  thing  they  receive  from  the 
city  as  any  other  persons  or  parties,  for  the  sake  of  keeping 
a  correct  account  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  gas. 

With  respect  to  loans  they  use  for  the  extension  of  their 
works,  they  borrow  the  money  themselves,  on  the  city's 
credit,  and  they  are  rapidly  accumulating  a  fund,  out  of  the 
surplus  profits,  to  pay  these  loans,  which,  to  a  very  large 
extent  they  have  already  effected  at  this  time,  and  more 
than  half  of  the  whole  amount  of  borrowed  capital  is  pro- 
vided for  out  of  the  profits. 

See  table  of  Sinking  Fundy  published  on  page  526  of  this 
report. 

In  view  of  all  the  foregoing  facts,  the  undersigned  would 
respectfully  recommend  to  your  Honorable  Body,  that  in 
justice  to  the  citizens  generally,  and  to  the  very  large  and 
increasing  body  of  gas  consumers  in  particular,  the  city 
authorities  should  determine  the  propriety  of  carrying  out 
one  of  the  following  measures  : 

First: — To  makearrangements  with  the  J^ew  York  Gas 
Company^  under  a  renewal  of  their  present  contract^  to  place 
and  light  pvJblic  lamps,  in  a  reasonable  time^  in  every  street 
in  their  district,  under  such  a  proper  and  judicums  arrange- 
ment as  will  be  equitable,  as  well  to  the  private  consumers 
as- to  the  public. 

If  this  cannot  be  effected,  then  the 
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SficoHD^ — To  make  arrangements  for  the  city  to  purchase 
of  the  Jfew  York  Gas  Company  their  gas  worksj  buildings^ 
mains  and  other  property^  belonging  to  the  manufacture  of 
gas.  The  undersigned^  in  so  recommending^  entertains  no 
doubt  that  the  Jfew  York  Gas  Company  wc  M  be  v>Uling  to 
sell  their  works  and  mains^  if  the  city  shoui  i  decide  to  pur- 
chase them  at  a  fair  valuation  ;  but  should  they  refuse  to  do  so, 
then  the  undersigned  would  strongly  recommend  that  before 
the  expiration  of  the  present  contract,  which  expires  May  12, 
1853)  the  city  should  construct  gas  works  sf  its  own,  and  lay 

MAINS   THROUGH  ALL  THE  STREETS  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  THE 

New  York  Gas  Company,  and  then  either  lease  out  the 
works  to  a  party  or  company,  who  would  contract  to  light 
the  public  lamps  and  furnish  gas  to  private  consumers  at  a 
fair  price,  or  to  be  prepared  to  do  it  on  the  part  of  the  dty. 

m 

This  the  city  has  an  undoubted  right  to  do ;  for,  though 
the  terms  of  the  present  contract  prevent  the  city,  or  any 
party  other  than  the  New  York  Gas  Company,  from  light- 
ing with  gas  any  part  of  said  district,  yet  the  power  and 
right  to  make  preparations  to  do  so,  undoubtedly  remains 
in  the  city. 

If  this  is  not  so,  then  the  contract  is  equivalent  to  a  per- 
petual contract,  which  it  is  absurd  to  suppose  the  city  in- 
tended, or  had  tlie  power  to  make. 

These  works,  if  built  or  purchased,  the  undersigned 
would  recommend  should  be  paid  for  by  the  issue  of  city 
stock,  &c. ;  if  leased,  the  terms  should  be  at  a  rate  of  com- 
pensation that  will  pay  for  the  loan  and  interest,  and 
refund  the  debt  in  a  given  term  of  years. 
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This  change  can  be  effected,  if  it  shall  be  so  ordered, 
without  any  derangement  of  the  business  of  the  companies, 
or  removal  of  any  persons  engaged  in  their  works  or  offices. 
The  improvements  in  their  operations  can  be  introduced 
gradually  and  without  any  expense  to  our  citizens,  as  it  is 
shown  that  they  can  be  paid  for  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
establishment,  which  must  be  immense,  and  fully  equal  to, 
if  not  exceeding  the  profits  in  Philadelphia.  The  advan- 
tage would  be  very  much  with  us,  since  with  our  large 
population  we  could  have  a  much  larger  private  consump- 
tion, if  the  gas  should  be  furnished  at  a  low  price  and  of 
the  best  quality. 

It  is  clear  that  with  the  business  already  established  and 
all  the  mains  laid,  and  with  such  an  amount  of  custom  for 
gas  as  will  pay  all  expenses  of  manufacturing  and  interest 
on  the  money,  all  additional  consumers  are  furnished  at 
such  additional  expense  only  as  is  necessary  for  the  in- 
creased quantity  of  material  necessary  to  make  the  increased 
quantity  of  gas ;  and  every  such  additional  customer  in- 
creases the  ability  of  the  gas  works  to  decrease  the  price  of 
gas  to  the  public,  on  a  regular  sliding  scale  of  gradation,  as  it 
costs  no  more  to  send  one  hundred  thousand  feet  of  gas 
through  the  pipes  than  one  thousand  feet,  and  when  the 
whole  debt  shall  be  refunded  out  of  the  profits — which, 
probably,  will  be  before  the  proposed  contract  will  expire — 
the  only  charge  at  that  time  to  the  public  consumers  will 
be  for  the  materials  and  conducting  the  works  for  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  which  could  then  be  furnished  for  less 
than  one-half  of  what  it  is  now  furnished  at  in  Philadelphia. 
This  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  business  remained  in  the 
hands  of  private  companies,  and  consumers  would  be  no 
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better  off  than  in  the  commeoceinent,  so  far  as  funding  the 
debts,  nor  would  they  have  the  benefit  of  any  improve- 
ments that  might  be  introduced  to  make  gas  cheaper  and 
better. 


It  cannot  be  denied  that  New  York  is  behind  the  im- 
provement of  the  age  in  gas,  instead  of  being  foremost  in 
that'  particular  enterprise,  as  in  every  other.  We  are 
where  Philadelphia  was  fifteen  years  since,  paying  for  gas 
at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  cents  per  one  hundred  feet ;  they 
have  reduced  their  prices  to  half  that  amount  nearly,  and 
during  the  coming  year  probably  will  do  so. 

• 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  possessing  undoubtedly  the 
best  and  most  efficient  gas  establishment  in  America,  is 
constantly  quoted  by  our  citizens,  who  have  inspected  its 
gas  works,  as  an  example  for  our  imitation  and  emulation  ; 
nor  does  the  undersigned  perceive  any  reason  why  the 
citizens  of  New  York  are  not  entitled  to  as  good  light  as 
any  other  people,  and  at  as  low  a  price,  or  that  false  pride 
would  prevent  them  from  adopting  a  superior  system  than 
our  own,  because  it  originated  with  a  neighbor ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  will  be  the  disposition,  and  undoubtedly  the 
determination  of  our  citizens,  not  only  to  imitate,  but  to 
improve  upon  the  system  of  Philadelphia,  if  possible. 

The  enlightened  citizens  of  New  York  need  only  to  be 
fnlly  informed  of  the  operation  of  the  gas  system  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  perceive  at  once  the  advantages  it  presents  in 
the  place  of  the  evils  we  now  have  to  submit  to,  which 
need  not  to  be  stated,  as  they  are  but  too  well  known, 
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having  been  a  subject  of  constant  complaint  for  many 
years. 

The  undersigned  now  begs  to  present  to  this  Board  men 
particularly  the  chief  reasons^  why  he  could  notj  with  regard 
to  the  trii£  interests  of  the  city^  accede  to  the  conditions  of  the 
contract  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee. 

First. — Because  it  makes  no  sufficient  arrangement  for 
dispensing  with  the  use  of  the  present  oil  lamps,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  is  almost  an  entire  waste  of  the  people's 
inoney,  nor  for  the  lighting  of  all  the  streets  in  a  reasonable 
time  with  gas,  though  the  alledged  reason  for  making  the 
contract  at  all  is,  that  the  streets  shall  soon  be  lighted. 

The  district  comprised  in  the  contract  with  the  New 
York  Gas  Company,  is  that  part  of  the  city  south  of  Grand 
street.  The  contract  will  oblige  the  company  to  h'ght 
West  and  South  streets  within  the  year,  but  it  obliges 
them  to  proceed  with  laying  of  their  mains,  only,  to  the 
extent  of  $10,000  a  year. 

Now,  to  complete  the  lighting  of  this  district,  it  will  re- 
quire more  than  seventeen  miles  of  mains  to  be  laid,  of 
various  sizes,  averaging  five  inches,  and  costing  more  than 
$8,000  per  mile,  and  upwards  of  $136,000  for  the  entire 
distance.  The' report  of  the  majority  Doc.  24,  p.  252, 
states  that  the  condition  that  $10,000  shall  be  expended 
for  laying  mains,  provides  for  completing  the  lighting  of 
that  district  '^  in  the  course  of  two  years,"  but  the  above 
shows  that  at  that  rate  it  will  require  more  than  thirteen 
years  and  a  half  ! 
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Second. — Another  reason  why  the  undersigned  is  op- 
posed  to  and  refuses  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Special 
Committee,  reciting  the  terms  of  the  new  contract  to  be 
made  with  the  New  York  Gas  Company,  is,  that  article  8 
of  those,  terms  is  objectionable,  and  calculated  to  mislead 
and  deceive  your  Honorable  Body,  as  well  as  the  public, 
in  respect  to  its  practical  bearing. 

Saiu  article  8  pretends  to  deprive  the  gas  company  of  the 
possession  of  any  monopoly  of  the  business  of  lighting  their 
district  with  gas,  by  allowing  any  other  parties  or  compa- 
nies to  lay  pipes  and  light  buildings  in  competition  with 
them,  which  privilege  the  old  contract  does  not  give. 

Now  let  us  see  how  this  competition  works  practically. 

Suppose  parties  should  apply  to  the  Corporation  for  per- 
mission to  dig  up  the  streets  to  lay  their  pipes,  would  not 
the  gas  company  and  their  friends  and  agents  exert  a 
most  powerful  influence  to  induce  the  authorities  to  consider 
it  unnecessary  and  improper,  on  the  ground  that  one  set  of 
pipes  was  enough  ;  that  the  inconvenience  to  the  public 
was  too  great  to  justify  it ;  and  the  application  would  very 
probably  be  denied. 

I 

But  suppose  a  party  or  company  should  obtain  per- 
minion,  lay  their  pii>es,  and  commence  supplying  the  gas 
at  a  lower  price  than  the  old  company,  the  latter  would 
undoubtedly  reduce  the  price  to  consumers  in  that  part  of 
their  district,  as  they  could  well  afford  to  do,  and  have  a 
right  to  do,  and  thus  deprive  the  new  company  of  customers, 
and  eventually  either  ruin  them,  or  compromise  by  buying 
them  off,  and  then  immediately  put  up  their  prices  to  the, 
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old  rates  or  higher.  They  could  afford  to  buy  their  pipes, 
and  allow  them  to  rust  out  under  ground.  It  would  ope- 
rate practically  like  two  steamboats  running  in  opposition 
at  very  low  prices ;  as  soon  as  one  is  bought  off  by  pay- 
ment of  a  bonus,  the  rate  is  raised  again  on  the  public,  and 
probably  enough  higher  than  the  old  rates  to  pay  for  the 
bonus. 

The  only  practical  benefit  that  could  arise  from  this  new 
contract  would  be  but  partial,  as,  for  instance,  in  the  case 
of  a  large  hotel  manufacturing  gas  for  its  own  use,  on  its 
own  premises,  which  might  afford  to  supply  its  immediate 
neighbors  on  low  terms ;  but  the  public  at  large  could  de- 
rive no  practical  benefit  from  it. 

The  undersigned  trusts  that  these  illustrations  show  that 
article  8  of  the  contract  operates  as  a  delusion^  by  pretend- 
ing to  permit  competition,  where  no  sane  man  would  en- 
tertain for  a  moment  the  idea  of  competing. 

Third.  Another  reason  why  the  undersigned  could  not 
concur  in  or  sign  the  report  of  the  majority,  is  that  it  makes 
no  provision  to  require  the  gas  company  to  furnish  gas  to 
private  consumers  at  fair  and  equal  prices,  or  to  protect 
them  in  any  way  against  abuses  on  the  part  of  the  compa- 
ny. The  terms  of  the  contract,  as  presented,  continue 
practically  the  monopoly  of  the  furnishing  of  gas  to  private 
consumers,  as  shown  on  page  519  of  this  report,  and  it 
leaves  to  the  company  the  right  to  raise  or*  to  lower  its 
prices  to  such  consumers,  or  to  vary  their  prices  in  different 
parts  of  the  district.  To  this  the  undersigned  cannot  in 
d^uty  consent.    The  rights  of  private  consumers  are  entire  - 
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ly  overlooked,  and  they  are  thus  left  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  gas  company.  He  thinks  it' is  the  duty  of  the  au- 
thorities to  guard  the  rights  of  the  private  consumer  with 
quite  as  much  solicitude  as  they  show  for  the  lighting  of 
the  public  lamps. 

Fourth.  Another  reason  why  the  undersigned  cannot 
sign  the  report  of  the  majority,  is  that  article  second  of  the 
terms  therein,  provides  that  the  gas  company  shall  receive 
fifteen  dollars  per  annum,  ^'for  the  light,  lighting  and  ex- 
tinguishing" of  each  public  lamp ;  whereas,  on  page  1235 
of  the  first  report  of  the  same  Special  Committee,  Doc.  No. 
78,  it  is  stated  : — 

"  This  is  below  the  cost  of  the  article,  even  if  procured 
from  the  most  inferior  coal,  either  in  the  United  States  or 
England,  being  at  from  eighteen  to  twenty-one  cents  per 
hundred  cubic  feet,  including  the  cost  of  cleaning,  lighting 
and  extinguishing  the  lamps." 

If  this  is  true,  tlie  private  consumers  will  be  obliged  to 
pay  the  difference,  which  should  be  paid  by  the  public 
treasury.  All  citizens  being  equally  benefited  by  the 
lighting  of  the  public  streets,  is  it  just  to  tax  private  consu- 
mers with  a  portion  of  the  expense  1  Were  this  principle 
correct,  thus  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  it 
would  be  proper  to  make  the  contract  for  lighting  the  pub- 
lic lamps  for  nothing,  which  the  gas  company  can  well 
afibrd  to  do,  at  the  present  prices.  Such  a  sacrifice  of  the 
rights  of  his  fellow  citizens  can  never  be  consented  to  by 
the  undersigned,  however  anxious  he  may  be  to  see  the 
streets  properly  lighted ;  nor  will  he  consent  to  any  con- 
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tract  with  the  ga8  company,  except  on  conditions  which 
shall  protect  the  private  consumers  from  the  abuses  they 
now  so  loudly  and  so  justly  complain  of. 

The  undersigned  begs  to  remark,  in  conclusion,  that  the 
objects  he  had  in  view  in  extending  his  labors  to  embrace 
the  mass  of  facts  he  has  embodied  in  this  report,  have  been 
to  justify  himself  in  the  position  he  has  assumed  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  renewal  of  the  contract  on  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  Special  Committee,  and 
to  present  reasons  for  insisting  on  some  judicious  arrange- 
ment, by  which  the  district  included  in  the  contract  of 
the  New  York  Gas  Company,  shall  be  effectually  lighted 
with  gas,  under  the  following  conditions,  viz : 

FiKST  :  That  all  the  streets  shall  be  lighted  with  gas,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  as  the  interest  of  our  citizens  and  the 
protection  of  property  require. 

Second:  That  in  so  doing,  the  rights  of  private  consumers 
of  gas,  hitherto  entirely  overlooked,  shall  be  reeisonably 
protected. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DANIEL  DODGE, 
Of  Special  Committee. 
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Thefolhwing  tables  are  copied  from  the  fifteenth  annual  re- 
port of  the  Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  gas  works^  to  the 
Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
for  the  year  1849. 


CASH  ACCOUNT. 

Dr. 

Balance  on  hand,  January  1st,  1849 $27,191  54 

Receipts  in  1849. 

For  Interest  on  City  Loans. 4,163  50 

Salesof  Gas 246,697  11 

Extra  Service  Pipes  and  Meter-cocks. .  •  •  5,491  55 

Coke 8,834  82 

Coal  Tar 814  45 

Lime 2,298  17 

Coal 20  00 

Old  materials 95  62 

Rent  of  Wharf 130  Oq 

Station  Meter  sold  to  Louisville  Gas  Com.  503  80 

Rent  of  Office  and  Cellar 70  00 

Sales  of  Loan  5th ; . . .  20,300  00 

Do.         do.  6th.. 100,000  00 

Premiums  on  sales  of  Loans  5th  and  6th  .  2,375  55 

$418,986  11 


• 


696  Doo.  No.  2$. 

C». 

Payments  in  1849. 

For  coDstructioDaDdenlargementof  the  works  $47,323  26 

The  extension  of  the  Street  Mains 45,354  78 

Service  Pipes  and  Meters 22,612  79 

Coal  and  other  materials  used  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  gas,  wages  of  workmen,  &c.  171,214  40 
Repairs  of  the  Works,  Street  Mains,  &c.  20,559  06 

Incidental  Expenses 29,823  07 

Salaries 5,300  00 

Interest  on  Loans 27,154  99 

Investments  on  account  of  Sinking  Fund,  28,904  00 

Wharf  Lot  on  the  Schuylkill 3,700  00 

Interest  on  mortgage  on  do.,  and  arrears 

of  rent 130  85 

Balance  on  hand,  Jan.  1st,  1850 16^08  91 

$418,986  11 

STATE  OF  THE  WORKS  JANUARY  If  1850. 

ASSETS. 

Works $357,479  02 

StreetMains 366,573  82 

Service  Pipes  and  Meters 159,138  60 

Public  Lamps '.....  11,814  02 

Cash 16,908  91 

Suspended  Debt 1,862  50 

Stocks  belonging  to  Sinking  Fimd  at  cost. . . .  297,560  50 

Coal  on  hand,  332,700  bushels,  at  20  cents. .  66,540  00 

Forward, $1,267,877  37 


* 


• 
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Brought  forward |1,267,877  37 

Coke  on  hand,  J^  4,000  bushels,  at  3  cents  ....  2,520  00 

Rosin  on  hand,  2800  barrels,  at  $1. 2,800  00 

Due  for  Gas  sold  and  delivered,  and  on  hand.  68,996  00 

Due  for  Coke,  Tar,  &c 2,000  00 

Interest  on  -City  Loans,  due  Jan.  1,  1850 2,070  50 

Wharf  Lot  on  the  Schuylkill • 3,700  00 

$1,349,963  87 


LIABILITIES. 

Loans  1,  2,  3,  4,  5  and  6 ..$770,000  00 

Dividends  unpaid 405  00 

Interest  on   Gas  Loans,  including  that  due 

Jan.  1st,  1850 16,826  96 

For  Coals,  repairs  and  materials  used  in  the 

manufacture  of  Gas 51,089  58 

Sinking  Fund 317,204  78 

Contingent  Fund 192,575  05 

Profit  and  Loss  (amount  of  Suspended  Debt).  1,862  50 

«1,349,963  87 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1849. 

1849. 
Jan'y  1,  Amount  of  Sinking  Fund  this  day. •  .$281,864  84 


Forward, $281,864  84 


A 


ftS7  (Doc.  No.  26. 

Brought  forward 1281,864  84 

Increase  of  Sinking  Fund  in  the  year 
1849: 

June  30,  6  months'  interest  on  1 112,500  Gas 

Loans  at  6  per  cent 3,375  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $87,000  Gas 

Loans  at  5  per  cent 2,175  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $25,600  City 
Loans  at  6  per  cent 768  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $52,100  City 
Loans  at  5  per  cent 1,302  50 

6  months'  appropriation  of  2  per  ct. 
per  ann.  on  $475,000  of  Loans  1, 
2and  3 4,750 

3  per.  ct.  per  ann.  on  $125,000 
Loan4 1,875 

4  per  ct.  per  ann.  on  $69,000 
Loan5 1,380 

4  per  ct.  per  ann.  on  $24,000 

Loan  6,  for  1  month 80 

8,086  00 

Dec.  30,  6  month's  interest  on  $127,600  Gas 

Loans  at  6  per  cent 3,828  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $87,000  Gas 

Loans  at  5  per  cent 2,175  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $26,600  City 

Loans  at  6  per  cent 768  00 

6  months'  interest  on  $52,100  City 

Loans  at  5  per  cent 1,302  50 

Forward $305,643  84 

6 


Doc.  No.  26.)  628 

Brought  forward $306,643  84 

6  months'  appropriation  of 
2  per  ct  per  ann.  on  $475,000 
Loans  1, 2  and  3 4,750 

3  per.  ct.  per>nn.  on  $125,000 

Loan4 1,875 

4  per  ct.  per  ann.  on  $170,000 

Loans5and6 3,400 

10,025  00 

Premium  on  sales  of  Loans  5 
and6 2,37^  55 

Less,  the  interest  from  1st 
July,  1849,  from  which 
time  the  Loans  bore  in- 
terest to  the  time  when 
the  certificates  were  is- 
sued       839  61 

1,636  94 

$317,204  78 

The  amount  invested  is  as  follows : 

Jan'y  1,  Cost  of  Investments  at  this  date. .  •  .$268,666  50 
12,  For  $13,200  Gas  6  per  cent.  Loan  5, 

atpar c*     13,200  00 

Oct.  16,  For  $1000  Oas  6  per  cent.  Loan  6,  at 

4  per  cent,  premium 1,040  00 

For  $14,100  Oas  6  per  cent.  Loan  6, 
at  4  per  cent  premium •  •  • .     14,664  00 

$297,660  50 
1860. 

Jan'y  1,  Balance  not  invested 19,644  28 

$317;204  78 
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CITY  AND  GAS  LOANS  BELONGING  TO  THE 

SINKING  FUND. 

Five  per  cent.  City  Loans : 

Redeemable  in  1851 $600 

1854 700 

1866 600 

1866 300 

1857 2200 

1868 7100 

1869 4000 

1861 1100 

1862 1000 

1863 300 

1864 1400 

1866 1000 

1867 7100 

1870 9700 

1871 6200 

1872 7300 

1873 2200 

1874 300 

#62,100  00 

6  per  cent.  City  Loans  : 

Redeemable  in  1876 26,600  00 

6  per  cent.  Gas  Loan  No.  1 : 

Redeemable  in  1862 #10,300 

6  per  cent.  Gas  Loan  No.  2  : 

Redeemable  in  1863 36,700 

6  per  cent.  Gas  Loan  No.  3  : 

Redeemable  in  1861 30,400 

Forward, |77,400   77,700  00 


Brmight  forward, $77^00  $77«100  00 

6  per  cent.  Gas  Loan  No.  5 : 

Redeemable  in  1868 36,100 

6  per  cent.  Gas  Loan  No.  6  : 

Redeemable  in  1869 14,100 

127,600  00 

5  per  cent.  Gat  Loan  No«  4 : 

Redeemable  in  1866 87,000  00 

The  cost  of  the  above  was $297,560  00 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  PROFIT  AND  LOSS  AC- 
COUNT FOR  THE  YEAR  1849. 

1849. 
Jan'y  1,  Amount  due  for  Coals,  materials  and 

pairs,  chargeable  to  the  manufac-  ** 

ture  of  Gas W6,786  77 

Dec.  31,  Sales  of  Gas  in  1849 246,697  11 

Sales  of  a  Station  Meter  to  Louisville 

Gas  Company 503  80 

SalescffCoke 8,834  82 

"     of  Tar 814  45 

"    of  Lime 2,298  17 

"    of  Coal 20  00 

"    of  Old  Materials 95  62 

Rent  of  Wharf. 130  00 

Rent  of  Office  and  Cellar 70  00 

Premium  on  Sales  of  Loans 1,535  94 

Interest  to  the  time  when  the  Loan^ 

were  sold 839  61 


Forward, ^$328,626  29 


581  OD0G.Ilo.S6. 

Br<mght  forward, $338,626  29 

Stock  on  band,  January  1,  1850: 

Coal 66,540  00 

Coke 2,520  00 

Rosin /.  2,800  00 

Gas  delivered 68,996  00 

Due  for  Coke,  Lime,  Tar,  &c 2,000  00 

Suspended  Debt 1,862  50 

$473,344  79 

Jan'y  1,  Amount  of  Stock  on  hand  and  debts 

due  to  the  Works  at  this  date  ...  .$102,545  19 
Dec.  31,  Payments  during  the  year,»and  other 
charges  against  the  manufacture  of 
Gas : 
Coals  and  other  materials  and  wages,   171,214  40 

Repairs 20,559  00 

Incidental  charges 29,823  07 

Salaries 5,300  00 

Interest  on  Mortgage  on  Wharf  Lot.    •        69  00 
Arrears  of  rent  due  by  tenant  of  do.  61  83 
Premium  on  sale  bf  Loans  appropri- 
ated to  the  Sinking  Fund 1,535  94 

Appropriation  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  as 

directed  by  Ordinances 18,110  00 

Interest  on  Loans  for  the  year  1849.      42,040  00 
Amount  due   January  1,  1850,  for 
Coals^  repairs  and  materials  used  . 

in  the  manufacture  of  Gas 51,089  68 

Suspended  debt,  January  1,  1849..  •        1,544  35 
Balance i .  • .      29,452  35 

$473,344  79 
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The  above  balance  of $29,452  35 

Less  the  sum  of 318  15 

The  difference  between  the  amount  of 
the  Suspended  Debt,  Jan.  1,  1849, 
and  Jan.  1,  1850,  gives  the  net  in- 
crease of  the  Contingent  Fund  for 
1849 $29,134  20 

STATEMENT  OF  THE   CONTINGENT  FUND  FOR 

1849. 

Amount  of  the  Fund,  January  1,  1849 $163,440  86 

Increase  during  the  year,  as  per  profit  and  loss 
account « 29,134  20 

$192,575  05 

The  amount  provided  by  various  Ordinances 
for  the  construction  and  enlargement  of  the 
works,  and  for  extraordinary  repairs  and  re- 
newals, has  been,  to  Jan.  1,  1850 : 

Loans  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6 $770,000  00 

Contingent  Funds,  raised  from  profits,  192,575  05 

$962,575  05 
The  amount  expended  has  been  : 

Construction  o$  Works $357,478  02 

Street  Mains 356,574  82 

Service  Pipes  and  Meters 159,138  60 

Public  Lamps 11,814  02 

Wharf  Lot  on  the  Schuylkill 3,700  00 

$888,705  46 
Balance  unexpended 73,869  59 

$962,575  05 


633  (Doc.  No.  26. 

The  liabilities  of  the  works  for  the  objects  to 
which  the  above  Fund  is  applicable,  are  as 
follows : 

Construction  of  Works *7,500  00 

Street  Mains,  Service  Pipes  and  Meters     51,000  00 

Total $58,500  00 
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1849.— SUPERINTENDENT'S  ACCOUNTS. 


WORKS. 


Wages  of  Uboran 
and  fitters  em- 
ployed in  erect- 
ing new  works.. $4013  18 

Castings 17520  28 

Gas  holder 10000  00 

Wharf 2232  46 

Fire  bricks 204107 

Bricks 1826  50 

BrickUying 1411  28 

Flagging 1251  81 

Lumber 1822  17 

Slating 1115  88 

CoalEleTator 726  74 

Stone 799  06 

Iron,     Steel    and 

nails 69859 

Masonwork 570  13 

Lead  pipe  and  tu- 
bing     84362 

Lime  and  cement. .    221  00 
S«id  and  loam. ..    218  23 

Painting 157  00 

Window  frames  It 

Glass  9678 

Plastering 68  90 

Casting 6150 

WhiteLead 6178 

Legal  services....      50  00 
Riggers  and  qpan.      16  00 


Total. 


.$47328 


231 


STREET  MAINS. 


Wages  of  men  em- 
ployed in  laying 
mains  in  streets  $11004  60 
Pipes  and  oastings  23279  94 

Lead 6891  48 

Carting 1881  43 

Paying 1686  17 

ChanSexy. .......    805  ff7 

Lmnber 145  02 

Stop-Cocks 7125 

Iron. 5166 

Turning  plugs....      29  85 
Gasbags 9  87 


SEKVICKS. 


Total $45864  78 


Wages  of  men 
^agaged  in  lay- 
ing senrioo  pipe 
and  setting  and 
fitting  up  met«n$nSI  50 

Meters 11571  61 

Tubing 2878  61 

Stop^cks 2241  27 

Pa^g 1064  60 

Lumber 490  21 

Casting 427  72 

Lead  pipe  and  lin.    355  78 

Iron ,..    14817 

Gas  Fiztuzes 83  00 


Total.... -$22612  79 


6K 
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1849.-^UPERINTENtofiNt'S  ACCOUNTS. 


Wages  of  stokers, 

Ito.,    employed 

in  retort  house 

and    pnriQring 

boose,  manufao- 

taring  gas,  and 

wbe^ng  coals. $81587  79 

Coals 100407  09 

Freight  on  ooals.  18721  74 

Bonn 898168 

Measoring  &  cait- 

ing  ooau 

Limo  and  shells.. 
Brokerage,  iosor- 

anoe  and  daties 


4226  70 


1169  79 


Total.... $171 ,214  40 


Wages  of  carpent- 
ers, blacksmiths,  . 
fitters  and  labor- 
ers engaged  fn 
repairs  of  works, 
street  mains,  and 
services... ^.  — i69&4 

Castings 7406 

Meters 2484 

Fire  bricks 1313 

Hardware 696 

Iron 620 

Pacing  and  Brick 

laying 317 

Paints  and  painting  216 

Lime  and  hair....  147 

Bricks 138 

Lumber 101 

Wheelwright  work  66 

Hose 60 

Oil 49 

Millboards 35 

Whitelead 80 

Loam 24 

Leveling  rod,  tar- 

SBt,  «o 17 

low 18 

Leathering  bellows  12 

Sand 12 

Willowing  frames.  2 


79 
45 
76 
53 
691 
07 

39 

17i 

31 

54 

83 

23 

00 

64 

55 

80 

68 

76 
24 

60| 
00 
25 


Wages  of  meu  t  m- 

ployed  in  inspect- 
ing fittings  and 

meters,     taking 

statements      for 

bills,  in  care  of 

public       lamps, 

storing  coals  and 

coke,  deik  hire; 

measuring    coke 

and    lime     and 

other   incidental 

matters  not   ap- 
pertaining       to 

other     specified 

heads $19966  60 

RenU 8168  75 

Taxes  and  water. .  lt^7  50 

Hose *...     687  41 

Stationery        and 

printing 603  35 

Furniture,  kc....     520  81 

Chemicals 476  79 

Alcohol 449  78 

Servioes     of     fire 

companies  at  fire, 

1848777. 

Subscription     and 

advertising 143  39 

Horse  keep 113  24 

Barrels 112  26 

Carting 70  07 

Brooms,  8co 65  59 

Tubing 46  60 

Reports  of  lighting      48  00 
Drawing  de^s.... 
Appropriation     of 

trustees  by  order 

ofcouncilstoRo- 

sanna  Farren. . .      ._  .. 

Handcart 19  00 

Oil 1638 

Muslin 14  49 

Buckets,  Ito 12  75 

Misoellaoeons  ex- 
penses of  oflSces, 

postages,  &o....  1096  66 


280  00 


89  37 


35  00 


Total $20560  06 


Total $29823  07 
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CITY  REGISTRY. 


Date. 

Applica- 
tions. 

RemoTals, 
Discontin- 
uances. 

Private  Lights. 

Public  Lights. 

1849. 

Added. 

Total. 

Streets. 
1318 

2 
25 
11 

2 

9 

8 

12 

1 
4 

M.  U. 

Sq'res. 

To  Jan.  1st. 

18528 

6895 

92 

88 

98 

80 

106 

83 

76 

107 

183 

114 

118 

100 

76412 

87 

62 

Januarj 

February 

March 

April 

140 
120 
148 
165 
207 
187 
127 
203 
260 
267 
224 
198 

708 

595 

874 

891 

1378 

1216 

850 

1741 

2598 

2960 

2251 

1998 

77115 
77710 
78584 
79475 
80848 
82064 
82914 
84655 
87258 
90218 
92464 
94462 

May 

1 

June 

1 

July 

1 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

2191 
13528 

1180 
6895 

18050 

74 
1318 

1892 

87 
87 

Brought  down. 

62 

Grand  total. . . 

15714 

7575 

94462 

62 

REGISTRY  OF  THE  DISTRICTS. 


Private  Lights. 

Public  Lights 

184 

57 

9 

M.  H. 

Spring  Garden 

Southvrark 

12330 
2051 

7 

•M'^VMnensiniP  -.....- 

Totals 

14381 

250 

7 

fSS 


£ 
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REOrSTRY  OP  METERS. 


ew,  >lq,»0  .»8 


HEGISTHY  OF  MAINS. 


630 
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REPAIRS  OF  SERVICES. 


1819. 


January..  • 
February.. 
March  .... 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August .... 
September..! 
October. « .. 
November  . 
December.. 

Total . . . 


renewod. 


2 

4 


New  covers  for 

Stop-cock 

boxes. 


1 

8 
16 
13 


Serrioefl  re- 
newed. 


1 

5 
3 


2 

8 

2 

4 

5 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

7 

6 

3 

4 

5 

2 

2 

5 

3 

7 

33 

68 

27 

New  Stop- 
cock boxes. 


3 
6 
3 
3 
1 
4 
1 


25 
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STATEMENT  OF  GAS  PAID  FOR  IN  EACH  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR. 


1849. 

Cubic  feet. 

Private 
consump- 
tion. 

PubHo 
Lampe. 

Spring 
Garden. 

Soathwark 

Moymmeih 
ling. 

January  .... 
February  . . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September . . 

October 

November... 
December... 

13729000 
9320400 

15680600 

12815900 
7404400 

13323800 
8799100 
4362900 
8847260 
8702700 
7466100 

17219300 

11054100 
9320400 
8783700 

10142800 
7404400 
7601400 
6613400 
4362900 
4271100 
6934700 
7466100 
9888800 

6896900 
5722400 
4576160 
7829600 

2674900 
2476600 
1866000 
2133200 

186900 

371300 
578100 

1O800 
48400 
61700 

127671460 

1 

92744800 
24524960 

10401700 

24624960 

9150600 

1130700 

120400 

1180700 

ISMOO 

1 

127671460 

10401700 

STATEMENT  OF  GAS  DELIVERED  TO  I*UBLIC  AND  PRIVATE 

LIGHTS  IN  EACH  YEAR.i 


Year. 


1836. 

1837. 

1838. 

1839. 

1&40.. 

1841. 

1842. 

1843. 

1844: 

1845., 

1846. 

1^7. 

1&48. 

1849. 


PubUc 
Lights. 


978812 
1397687 
3013546 

6280654 
8028818 
10208180 
13292000 
12985851 
13608356 
17373798 
19164106 
19122293 
19924700 
24524950 


Private 
Lights. 


4752740 
14454891 
22366004 
30668145 
34874380 
39648000 
36696830 
34579900 
40022800 
46702800 
55219800 
68071600 
78921350 
96247100 


Spring 
Garden. 

South- 
wark. 

Moya- 

'  ""■  ©■ 

163400 

2507100 

6817000 

10713200 

232280O 

196800 

20200700 

2322800 

196800 

Used  at  offiees, 
shop  and  works, 
andloBBbyleak 
ag«,  fcc. 


749748 
1226122 
19n460 
2684201 
2506820 
1416620 

922170 
1324249 
1162844 

926402 

906694 
1846007 
1109950 
1506150 


Made  at 
Works. 


6481800 
17078700 
27897000 
89478000 
45410000 
61278000 
60611000 
48890000 
64784000 
66O0I800O 
75454000 
91547000 
106778000 
186600000 

816648000 


INDEX. 
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BOAED    OF  ALDERMEN, 


FEBRUARY  5,  1851. 


The  following  message  was  received  from  his  Honor  the 
Mayor^  transmitting  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Poh'ce, 
for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  31, 1850,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE, JC/erA:. 


Mayor's  Office, 
Feb.  6,  1861. 


To  the  Honorable  Common  Council : 


Gentlemen  : — I  transmit  herewith  the  quarterly  report 
of  the  Chief  of  Police,  for  tiie  quarter  ending  December 
31st,  1850.  From  the  report,  it  appears  that  the  whole 
number  of  arrests  made  during  the  quarter,  has  been  8322 ; 
664  lost  children  have  been  restored  to  their  parents ;  35 
were  rescued  from  drowning  by  policemen ;  37  jfires  were 
extinguished,  and  515  stores  and  dwellings  found  open. 
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The  average  of  the  force  on  duty  for  the  quarter,  has  been 
937  men,  and  the  loss  by  sickness  and  disability  has  been 
2821  days,  being  an  increase  of  13  and  a  half  men  per  day 
over  the  previous  quarter.  The  total  number  of  police- 
men detailed  on  special  duty,  attendance  on  courts,  bell- 
ringers,  &c.,  is  145.  During  the  quarter,  51  complaints 
have  been  preferred  against:  policemen,  of  which  19  have 
been  dismissed,  6  have  been  dismissed  from  office,  20 
were  suspended  from  pay,  and  6  resigned  after  complaint 
was  made. 

A.  C.  KINGSLAND,  Mayor. 
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REPORT 

Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts  to  the 
Chief  of  Police,  of  persons  apprehended  for  felonies, 
misdemeanors  and  other  offences,  from  the  first  day  of 
October,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  1860, 
inclasive. 


JtflE 


Ts: 


OFFENCES. 


Arson, 

Abandonment,. 

Assault,  with  intent  to  kill, 

Assaultiog  policemen, 

Assault  and  battery, 

Aiding  and  assisting  to  escape,.  •  •  • 

Attempt  to  commit  rape, • 

'^       burglary 

steal, • 

Burglary, 

Bigamy, 

Bastardy, •..•••• 

Constructive  larceny, 

Disorderly  conduct, ,  •  • « 

Deserters  from  army  and  navy,.  •  •  • 

Driving  without  license, 

Embezzlement, 

Escaped  convicts,. 

Felonies, 

Fraud, 

Forgery,.. 

Fighting  in  the  streets,. . .  •.  •  • 

Grand  larceny, 

Gambling,. 

Insanity, 

Intoxication, 

Intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct, 
Indecent  exposure  of  person, , 


OOT. 


1 

14 

25 

23 

404 

5 


BN>V. 


5 
26 
15 

1 
IS 


391 

11 

40 

2 

6 

9 

1 

6 

60 

57 

6 

23 

627 

571 


2 
22 
15 

181 

398 

6 


0(0. 


TOTAL. 


2f 

26 

24 

2 

14 

1 

281 

1 

50 

4 

1 

4 

1 

4 

37 

53 

14 

32 

479 

485 

1 


4 

16 

22 

19 

412 

1 

2 

4 

26 

24 

6 

13 

5 

334 

2 

46 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

48 

61 

6 

12 

494 

427 

4 


7 

52 

62 

60 

1214 

12 

2 

11 

77 

63 

9 

40 

6 

1006 

14 

135 

8 

9 

16 

3 

13 

135 

171 

26 

67 

1600 

1485 

6 
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Report  of  Offsnces,  &c. — •Continued. 


OFFENCES. 


Insulting  females, 

Keeping  disorderly  house, 

Murder, 

Miscellaneous  misdemeanors, 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretences,. 

Petit  larceny, v •  • 

Picking  pockets, 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 

Perjury,  . . , 

Rape, 

Receiving  stolen  goods,.  ..•.••••••. 

Robbery  in  first  degree, 

Runaway  apprentices, •  •  •  • . 

Selling  Lottery  Policies,^ 

Selling  liquor  without  license, 

Threatening  life,  •  •  •  • 

Vagrancy,  • . .  • 

Violation  of  Corporation  ordinances,. 

Total, 


OCT. 


2 

8 

3 

20 

9 

258 

10 

10 

2 

1 

6 

1 

6 


18 

295 

52 


NOV. 


3036 


DKC. 


•  •  • 

9 
1 
26 
5 
301 
5 
91 


o 
5 
1 
1 

14 
219 

55 


4 
9 
3 
13 
6 
250 
2 
7 
1 

>  •  •  • 

9 

7 

3 
1 
1 

12 
260 

60 


TOTIL. 


26 


I 


59 

20 

809 

17 

26 

5 

3 

19 

13 

14 

2 

2 

44 

774 

167 


44I 


264226441  8322 
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REPOUT 

Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts  to  the 
Chief  of  Police,  of  the  number  of  burglaries,  grand  and 
pettit  larcenies  committed  in  each  district,  together  with 
the  amount  of  property  stolen,  and  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty recovered,  from  the  first  day  of  Oct.  to  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  1850,  inclusive* 


g 

s 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


o 

5z; 


41 
57 
132 
113 
78 
98 
39 
48 
37 
9 
35 
14 
29 
41 
54 
36 
85 
31 


977 


I 


1 


$30  00 

1053  00 

415  GO 

25  00 

181  00 


25  OC 


30  00 

350  00 
25  00 
40  00 


651  00 


50  00 


235  01 
53S  50 
630  00 


950  OC 
44  OC 


4827  51 
935  76 


$3891  75 


25  00 


29  00 


187  76 
5  00 


200  00 
44  00 


935  76 


1747 
802 

1779 

1051 
960 

1278 
571 
474 
354 
476 

1193 
85 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
44 
00 
00 
40 
00 


76  00 

1684  00 

1046  00 

700  00 

394  00 


14668  84 
7692  61 


$6976  23 


1365  00 
368  00 

1879  00 
908  00 
797  00 
592  00 
150  00 
104  16 

150  OO 

607  45 

85  00 


75  00 
130  00 

46  00 
200  00 
287  00 


7692  61 


201  18 
279  50 
250  00 

202  60 
66  00 

672  00 
108  001 

87  60 
151  25 

11  81 
165  50 


118  13 
174  86 
140  00 

12  00 
200  00 

87  27 


2817  60 
1814  97 


1002  63 


1 


205  18 

160  60 

279  00 

172  50 

15  00 

315  00 

90  00 

34  00 

70  00 

4  12 

123  60 


69  31 
102  06 
66  00 
10  00 
76  00 
33  81 


I 


878  00 
1606  00 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

173  00 
346  00 
943  00 
439  00 
423  78 
1057  25 
332  69 
677  95 


96  07 

606  31 

2268  00 

1003  00 

1375  00 

210  46 


1814  97| 


Total  loss.... 11870  51 
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REPORT 

Hade  by  the  Captaini  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts  to 
the  Chief  of  Police,  of  the  number  and  descriplioD  of 
ofieocea  committed  against  property  in  each  district,  from 
the  first  day  of  October,  to  the  thirty  first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850,  ineliwire. 
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REPORT 

Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts^  to  ike 
Chief  of  Police,  of  violations  of  City  Ordinances,  from 
the  first  day  of  October,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850,  inclusive,  which  were  sent  to  the  Corporation 
Attorney,  for  procecution. 


NATURE  OF  OFFENCES. 


In  relation  to  H^ks, 
Stages, 
Carts, 


u 
a 
a 
a 

«( 
a 
cc 

(( 

Ci 

ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
i* 
ii 


Wagons, 

Encumbering  Streets,. • ; . . . 
^^  Side-^walks^  • . 

Vault  Grates, 

Selling  Liquor  on  Sunday,  • . 
"  "    without  license, 

Junk  shops,.  ••••••« 

Second-hand  Dealers,  ••••.• 
Throwing  Garbage  in  Street, 

Croton  water,.  •  •  • •  ^ 

Docks  and  Slips, 1  • . 

Signs,... .'........'... 

Hdist-ways,  •........' 

Miscellaneous  VioUtions, . .  • 


Total,.; 


OCT. 


6 


10 
17 


32 
9 
7 


NOV. 


14 

11 

18 
1 
6 

21 


10 


92  118 


2 
17 
20 

2 


DSC. 


2 

33 

3 

•  • .  • 
9 
20 


.  •  a 


•  •  • 


1 
1 


11 


.    • 


81 


ToTOy. 


16 

44 
27 
1 
25 
58 


2 
49 
30 
10 


25 


1 
3 
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REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  the  Captains  of  the  sev- 
ers! Patrol  Districts,  exhibiting  the  following  miscellaneciis 
transactions,  from  the  firat  day  of  October,  to  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  1850,  ioclasive: 


863 
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REPORT 


Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts,  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  Dec,  1850,  to  the  Chief  of  Police, 
showing  the  whole  number  of  places  where  spirituous 
liquors  are  sold  in  the  several  patrd  districts ;  the  number 
of  places  licensed  to  sell ;  the  number  of  placea  selling 
without  license ;  and  the  number  of  places  kept  open  on 
Sunday : 


Patrol  Districts. 

372 
171 
240 
382 
212 
234 
245 
285 
210 
184 
300 
185 
153 
216 
137 
417 
257 
220 

4425 

1 

65 
4 
20 
14 
12 

176 
20 
31 
19 
15 

10(1 

30 

20 

25 

5 

160 
23 
21 

750 

• 

320 
82 
159 
380 
150 
404 
250 
215 
160 
180 
200 
200 
100 
270 
95 
650 
74 
107 

3896 

• 

1 

First i 

437 

K  Al  w*  ••  ••••  ••••  ••••  ••«•  •«*•  ••••  •• 

Second •••••••••••«••••••• 

175 

Third 

260 

Fourth •••••• 

AW 

396 

Fifth 

224 

A  ■«•••■•••  ••••  ••••  ■•■•  •«■•  ••«••>•  ■• 

Sixth 

410 

Seventh  ••••••••  ••••••••••••••••• 

265 

Eisrhth 

316 

Ninth 

229 

Tenth •••• •••• 

199 

Flevpnth*  •••••••• •••«•••••• 

400 

4^  AV>  T*-IPfc*»»»     ••••     ••••     •■•*     «■««     •■••     ■* 

Twelfth •  •  •  • 

215 

Thirteenth « • 

183 

Fourteenth •••«*•••••«••••••• 

286 

Fifteenth ••••« ••• 

142 

Sixteenth.  ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

567 

Seventeen  ih  •••••••••••••• • 

280 

Eiirhteenth.  .•••••••••* •••• 

241 

Totals 

5225 
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STATE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT^ 


Statement  showing  the  number  of  dayf  that  memberi  of 
the  Police  Department  have  been  abient  from  duty,  in 
consequence  of  sickness  and  disability,  from  the  first  day 
of  Oct.,  to  the  thirty-firstday  of  Dec.,  1850,  induaiTe: 


• 
PaTBOL  DitTBZOTS. 

■ 

1 
1 

• 

1 

2 

First 

239 

70 

169 

94 

69 

279 

486 

206 

88 

207 

70 

4 

329 

197 

45 

64 

77 

128 

61 

Second •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

45 

Third •^ 

45 

Fiourth •••••• 

62 

Fifth.,. 

67 

Sixth ^ . 

68 

Seventh ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

65 

Eiffhth 

58 

Ninth • • «... 

52 

Tenth ••...••• 

50 

Eleventh « •••• 

47 

Twelfth 

36 

Thirteenth .••••• 

50 

Fourteenth .••• ...••.•••.••••• 

56 

Fifteenth 

42 

Sixteenth.  .••• ••••.••••«•••••••••.. 

46 

Seventeenth. .  ■••••.••■••••.••••••• • 

53 

Eifirhteenth  •••• •.•..••••... 

46 

2821 

937 

Averaging  thirty  and  two-third  men  per  day.  For  the 
quarter  ending  September  30th,  the  average. was  seventeen 
and  a  third  men  per  day.  Increase  thirteen  and  a  half 
men  per  day. 
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STATEMENT 

Ssownro    th£  number    of    Policemen    detailed    for 
Special  Dvtt^  on  the  1st  day  of  Jan.,  1851,  to  wit  : 

At  Police  Courts 21 

^  Court  of  SessioQv.  •  • •••.••••.     7 

**  City  Law  Courts 9 

"  Post  Office 1 

*<  Officeof  AlmsHouse 1 

'^  Railroad  depots «•••• ••••••     3 

*^  Ferries 3 

''  Steamboat  landings • 4 

^  Markets 2 

'*  Mayor's  office. 1 

^  Chief's  office 3 

As  Scrivener  at  Chief's  office 1 

*'  Stage  Inspectors 3 

"  Hack         «        6 

"  Cart  «         2 

^*  Inspector  of  Junk  shopa 1 

"  "       of  Pawn  Brokers, 1 

^^  Street  Inspectors.  •  • • 16 

*^  Dock  Masters 11 

<«  BeU  Ringers. 18 

On  Special  Duty 29 

In  Parks  and  Places. • 3 

Total 145 
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Vacancies  on  the  first  day  of  Janua&t,  1851. 

• 

In  the  Third        Patrol  District 1 

"    «  Sixth  «  " w S 

«    «  Eighth  «  «       ; 1 

"    "  Twelfthth     «  «      1 


•      •      . 


"    "  Seventeenth"  "       1 

7 

■ 

Effective  force  od  the  first  day  of  January,  1851,  eight 
hundred  and  ninety «three,  to  wit: 

Captains 18 

Assistant  Captains. ••  •  •  •  •  • « •  •  •  36 

Sergeants • 70 

Policemen •  •  .769 

898 

From  the  1st  day  of  October,  to  the  31st  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850,  inclusive,  fifty-one  complaints  were  preferred 
against  members  of  the  Police  Department,  which  were  dis- 
posed of  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Dismissed  from  ofiice. 6 

Suspended  from  pay •..••••• 30 

Resigned  after  complaint  was  made 6 

Complaints  dismissed..  «'•••...•••'••  •'•••• ••.••  19 


«   * 


51 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 

CkUf  of  PolUe. 
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BOAED  OF  ALDEEMEN, 


FEBRUARY  5, 1851. 


Tbe  following  communicatioD  was  received  from  the  Coun- 
sel to  the  Corporation,  in  relation  to  the  lease  to  tue  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T,  VALENTINE,  CUrk. 


Office  of  the  Counsel  to  the  Corpoeation,  ) 

February  6th,  1861.        I 

The  undersigned,  in  reply  to  the  annexed  resolution, 
respectfully 

REPORTS : 

That  the  first  resolution  passed  by  the  Common  Council, 
anthorizing  the  lease  of  the  plot  of  ground  bounded  by 
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West,  Duane,  Washington  and  Reade  streets,  was  approved 
of  by  the  Mayor,  October  7, 1848,  and  a  lease  in  pursuance 
thereof  wa9  eii:ecute9  Knd  ^^iverSA  fb  Afr  Nfew  York  and 
Erie  Railroad  Company,  bearing  date  November  1,  1848, 
a  copy  whereof  is  hereunto  anneiced. 

By  refeilancei  t<i|tl^  (ejas^  it  vfilf  >be  ^e^Ufatat  the  last 
clause  of  the  resolution  in  the  words  following :  **  The 
said  ground  to  be  iised  for  tl^,  purpps^  of  a  depot  for  said 
New  York  and  Erie'Railroad  Company  only,'^  was  omitted. 
In  all  other  respects,  I  believe  the  lease  is  in  strict  con- 
formity with  the  resolution.  It  is  proper  to  say,  however, 
that  in  a  suit  instituted  by  an  owner  of  land  in  the  vicinity 
of  this  piece  of  ground,  against  the  Corporation  and  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  CompAny,  the  o^ceiB  of  thai 
company  have  made  .affidavit^  that  they^.iptend  U>  use  the 
same  for  the  .purj)oses  of  the  cailroad.  compaqy  only,  and 
not  for  the  erection  oif  stores  to.reot*  i 

The  ^eo^D4  f^MJ^u^ioi^,  dftec^ing  a  renewal  of  the  present 
lease,  is  also  hereto  annexed,  and  a  renewed  lease  with  the 
same  covenants  aa  in  the  preceding,  was  prepared  and 
executed  in  accordance  with  said  resolution. 

All  IKhicluiB  raipeitftilly  submitted. 


I. 


HJENRX  E.  J3iAVH:9. 


;  ■ 
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Resolved^  That  the  lease  of  the  premises  bounded  by 
Duane,  Reade,  Washington  and  West  streets,  to  the  Erie 
Railroad  Company,  be  extended  upon  the  expiration  of  the 
present  lease  for  a  further  term  of  twenty  years,  at  the 
yearly  rate  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  vctliiation  of  the 
ground,  provided  said  lot  of  ground  is  fully  improved 
within  one  year. 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  June  3,  1850. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  June  8,  1850. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  June  12,  1850. 

Resolved^  That  a  lease  of  the  square  of  land  bounded  by 
Duane,  West,  Reade  and  Washington  streets,  be  made  to 
the  "  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company ,''  for  a  term 
of  ten  yeai-8,  at  the  annua)  rent  of  twelve  h\indred  and 
fifty  dollars,  payable  quarterly  ;  arid  all  taxesj  and  also  for 
a  further  term  of  ten  years,  at  thel  annual  rent  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  payable  quarterly  ;  and  all  taxes,  which 
maybe  levied  on  said  property  during^  thfe  two  terms  of 
years  aforesaid ;  the  said  company  to  provide  in  the  build- 
ing" to  be  erected  by  them,  sufficient  room  for  the  use  of  the 
Fire  Department,  for  an  engine,  a  hose  6art  or  o*.her  car- 
riagie,  and  a  meeting  room  for  the  fire  company  ;  the  said 
ground  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  depot  for  said  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company  only . 

Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  Sept.  11,  1848. 
Adopted  by  the  Board  of  Assistants,  Sept.  25,  1848. 
Approved  by  the  Mayor,  October  7^  1848. 
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This  iKDSirruaE,  made  the  first  day  of  November,  io 
the  year  of  our  Lord  odo  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-eight,  between  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Common- 
alty  of  the  city  of  New  York  of  the  first  part,  and  the  New 
York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company  of  the  second  part, 
tvitfusseth^  thai  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  r^nls,  covenants  and  conditious  herein- 
after mentioned  and  contained  in  this  indenture,  to  be  well 
and  truly  performed  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part, 
hav^  demised  and  leased,  and  by  these  presents  do  demise 
and  lease  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  tlieir 
successors  and  assigns,  all  that  certain  piece,  parcel  or 
square  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  Fifth  Ward 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  bounded  and  described  as  ibllows, 
viz :  Bounded  on  the  southerly  side  thereof  by  Reade 
street ;  on  the  easterly  side  thereof  by  Washington  street ; 
on  the  northerly  side  thereof  by  Duane  street ;  and  on  the 
westerly  side  thereof  by  West  street ;  as  by  a  map  made 
by  John  J.  Serrell,  dated  October  21,  1848,  and  hereunto 
annexed,  will  more  fully  appear.  To  have  and  to  hold  all 
and  singular  the  said  premises  above  mentioned  and 
described,  with  the  appurtenances,  unio  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  from  the  day 
of  the  date  hereof,  for  and  during  the  term  of  ten  years, 
thence  next  and  inunediately  ensuing,  at  the  yearly  reot 
of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  payable  in  equal  quar- 
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terly  payments ;  that  is  to  say,  three  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  on  the  first  days  of  November,  Feb- 
ruary,  May  and  August.  And  it  is  further  agreed  by  and 
between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part,  upon  complying  with  the  terms  and 
conditions  hereinafter  mentioned  and  contained,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term,  may  have,  hold,  use  and 
occupy  the  said  premises  for  the  further  term  of  ten  years 
next  thereafter,  at  the  yearly  rent  for  the  said  last  men- 
tioned term,  of  two  thousand  dollars,  payable  in  equal 
quarterly  payments  on  the  first  days  of  November,  Feb- 
ruary, May  and  August.  And  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  if 
any  rent  shall  be  due  and  unpaid,  or  if  default  shall  be 
made  by  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  successors 
or  assignr,  in  any  of  the  covenants  herein  mentioned  and 
contained,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  to  re-enter  the  said  premises  and  to  remove  all 
persons  therefrom.  And  it  is  hereby  agreed,  that  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part  shall  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause 
to  be  paid,  the  said  yearly  rent  or  sum,  in  the  manner  and 
at  the  times  above  mentioned,  according  to  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  these  presents,  clear  of  and  over  and  above 
all  taxes.  And  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  by  and  between 
the  parties  of  these  presents,  that  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
term  of  this  agreement,  pay  and  discharge  all  taxes  which 
may  hereaAer,  or  at  any  time  during  the  continuance  of 
the  said  term,  be  imposed  or  charged  on  the  said  demised 
premises  or  any  part  thereof,  or  on  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  for  and  in  respect  of  the 
said  premises  or  any  part  thereof,  and  shall  and  will  in- 
demnify the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors 


and  a98^B9,  of,  from  SMad  against  all  damage,  cosU  aod 
charges,  which  they,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  may 
sustain  or  be  put  to  by  reason  of  any  neglect  on  tbe  part  of 
the  said  parties  of  thq  second  part,  their  successors  or  assigns, 
in  the  due  and  punctual  discharge  an4  pc^yment  of  the  said 
taxes.  And  it  is  heneby  further  agreed,  (hat  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  p^art  shall  prepare  ^and  provide  for  the  use 
of  the  Fire  Department  pf  thi^  city,  a  good  and  sufficient 
room  in  said  premises,  suitable  for  an  engine,  hose  .cart  or 
fire  carriage  ;  and  also  a  good  and  sufficient  room  for  the 
meeting  of  the  fire  company  that  may  be  attached  or  belong 
to  said  engine,  hose  cart,  or  other  carriage.  And  it  is  hereby 
further  agreed,  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  or 
terms,  the  said  parties  pf  tiie  second  part  will  quit  and  sur- 
render the  premises  hereby  demised  in  as  good  state  and 
condition  as  reasonable  use  and  wear  thereof  will  admit, 
damages  by  the^  elements  excepted.  And  it  is  hereby 
further  agreed,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part,  on 
paying  the  rent  an4  charges  and  expenses  aforesaid,  and 
performing  and  pomplying  with  the  covenants  and  con- 
ditions herein  contained,  shall,  and  may  peaceably  ar\d 
quietly  have,  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  demised  premises  for 
the  term  or  terms  aforesaid. 


In  witness  whereof y  to  one  part  of  these  presents  remain- 
ing with  the  said  parties  of  tiie  second  part,  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part  have  caused  the  common  seal  of  the  city  of 
New  York  to  be  affixed,  and  to  the  other  part  thereof  re- 
maining with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  second  part  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  New 
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York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company  to  be  affixed,  the  day 
and  year  first  above  written . 

BENJAMIN  LODER, 

President. 
[l.  S.J 

Nathaniel  Marsh, 

Secretary. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  7 
in  the  presence  of  ) 

Wm.  J.  Nagle. 


DOCVMENT   No.    98. 


BOAED  OF  ALDEEMEIV, 

FEBRUARY  5, 1861. 


The  following  commnnirntions  from  the  Comptroller,  in  ans  Vi»r  to  , 
oliitions  calling  for  a  detailed  estimate  of  the  value  of  tiic  ical  estc.  .' 
belonging  to  the  city,  the  uncollected  balances  on  various  aocoimls, 
oiilsianding  January  1st,  1850,  with  amounts  since  collrctt  d  and 
balances  still  due,  and  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  wharf  and  pier 
prop<*riy  belonging  to  the  Corpoiation,  with  the  annual  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  building  and  repairing  the  same,  from  the  1st  day 
of  January,  1845,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1851,  was  received, 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Finance  Department, 

COMPROLLER^S   OfFICE, 

New  York,  February  5.h,  1851. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen : 

Gentlemen  : — In  pursuance  of  the  annexed  resolution  the  Comptroller 
lelected  Isaac  T.  Ludlam,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Cjjty  Surveyors,  to  estimate  the 
value  of  all  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  city. 

Having  completed  his  estimates  of  the  valuation  of  said  real  estate,  I  here- 
with  aubmit  a  copy  of  the  same  to  your  Honorable  Body. 

BflBpectfuIly  submitted, 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR^  Ctrnq^oOa. 
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^ttttraitut  nf  till  EBttl  (gjtflb  telDiging  to  t^  CmTraratinn  nf  tlii  riti|  of 

$m  ^^nik;  mitji  its  tiimitt  uira. 


BmI  Brtate  pledgod  te  tlM  ndamptioa  of  fhe  Tin  Lota  Stock. 

EtUmaicdTilfH. 

120  feet  of  bulkhead  and  water  right  between  Hammond  and 
Bank  streets,  on  North  river, $25,000  00 

ITiiOQmmntedCtoitBentireMrTedoiipiDperty  wlieiiioldt  Water  Onnti  yet 

to  be  isaed,  and  B<nidi  and  XortgagM  oa  hand. 

80  bushels  of  wheat  per  jear  on  lots  on  White  street,  near 

Broadway,  at  $25  per  bushel, 2,000  00 

Water  grants  on  the  Cast  and  North  rivers  on  which  rents  are 

reserved,  that  will  produce  to  the  city  when  commuted.. ••  200,000  00 

Ungranted  lands  (owned  by  the  city)  lying  under  water 
around  the  island  of  New  Fork,  and  on  the  shores  of  Long 
Island,  which  it  is  estimated,  will  produce  during  the  next 
thirty  years,  say ...  .* ..  750,00000 

Bonds  and  mortgages  taken  on  sales  of  real  estate  by  the 

Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 330,071  01 

Bonds  and  Mortgages  pledged  for  the  redemption  of  the  Fire 
Loan  Stock 72,500  00 

$1,379,571  91 
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BlIilMMd  TtlM 

LotNo.  249  William  street, $4,000 

"     "     261         "        "      4,000 

'^  Nos.  451,  453  and  455  Pearl  street, 14,000 

**  JN^o  12  Chambers  Mreet, •  30,000 

*^  Nos.  53  and  55  Chatham  street, 15,000 

•*  No.  57                    "            "       11,000 

"     "     81                    "             "       10,000 

"     "     83                    "            "       10,000 

"  No8.85and87      «            "       11,000 

**     "      89and91       "            "       11,000 

"  No.93                    "            "       18,000 

"  Nos.  Ill  to  121     "            "       86,000 

"  coroer  of  Pearl  and  William  streeU, 9,000 

**  No.  3City  Hall  place, 2,500 

'*   South  street,  near  Peck  slip, 5,000 

**  No.  149  Forsyth  street, 3,500 

"    **     151       "            "     3,500 

8  lots  Avenue  A,  west  side,  between  25th  and  26th  streets, 20,000 

No   111  Roosevelt  street, 1,000 

Block  bounded  by  West,  Canal  and  Hoboken  streets, 60,000 

Hay  scaled,  Charles  street, i 1,500 

"         "      Houston  street.  Union  market, 1,000 

**        <'      Tompkins   market, 1,000 

$332,000 


Simdxy  Loli  ia  iss  iv  variOBB  Pnblio  PozposHL 

Nos  68  and  69  Elizabeth  street, $7,000 

10  lots  on  7th  avenue  and  84th  and  85th  streets,  •  •  •  •  • •  •  •  •  3,000 

16  lots  bounded  by  Rivington,  Mangin  and  Tdmpkins  streets, 32,000 

4  lots  on  Rivington  street,  between  Mangio  and  Goerck, •  8,000 

Lot  on  Schiefielin  street,  Manhattanville, 500 

8  loto  Avenue  A,  west  side,  between  24th  and  25th  itreetn,  •••••••  20,000 

$70,500 
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BMd  btati  in  «i  ^  NiM  SiyvtmtKt 

Biclmattd  vBlm 

No.  9  Oak  Street  and  rear, $10,000 

Oak  street  Station  house, 3,500 

Wooster  street,  south  side,  corner  of  Prince, 6,000 

"            "       Station  house, 3,500 

2  lots  126th  street,  south  side,  between  3d  and  4th  avenues, 1,600 

20th  street,  south  bide,  between  7th  and  8th  avenues, 2,500 

$27,100 


Beal  Sitate  oeoapied  by  Govtrnon  of  the  Alxni  Honia. 
Block  bounded  by  Centre,  Elm,  Franklin  and  White  streets,  and 

Halls  of  Justice $450,000 

BlackwelPs  Island  and  buildings 600,000 

RandalFs  Island  and  buildings • • 150,000 

$1,200,000 


Lots  under  Leoe  with  Covenanti  ftnr  renewaL 

Lot,  corner  Peck  slip  and  Front  street, $10,000 

"    ^'os.  2n'  and  26  Peck  slip, 15,000 

"    Weit  street,  corner  of  Fulton  street, 30,000 

"    ^'o.  59  Chatham  street, 10,000 

"      "     42         ''             "      10,000 

"      "     44         "              "      .^ 10,000 

"    Nos.  48  and  50  Chatham  street, 17,000 

"      "     5S  and  60         "             " 10,000 

'^    No  2>  Duane  street, 3,500 

"    73  Elm  street, 4,500 

Nos.  251  and  253  William  street, 6,000 

^*'    Grand  street,  near  Mangin, 3,500 

Block  bounded  by  White,  Franklin,  Centre  and  Elm  streets, 95,000 

u        a          ««   WeityKeade,  Duane  and  Washington  streeto,.;  120,000 

$343;500 
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tehMUd  TlhM. 

Qora  in  Cedar  street,  near  William • 2,000 

Lot  on  18th  street,  north  side,  between  5th  and  6th  avenues, 2,500 

«         19th    "       south   "          "          "            "'       "         2,500 

«         20th    "       north    "          "          "            "        "         2,500 

Gore,  north-west  corner  17th  street  and  6th  avenue 600 

Lot  OD  19th  street,  north  side,  between  7th  and  8th  avenues, 2,500 

«         21st      "      south    "          "        5th  and  6th      "        .....  2,500 

"          "        "        "        "          "        5th  and  6th      "        2,500 

Gore,  4th  avenue  and  Madison  avenue,  between  j 

4l8t  and  42d  streets, • >  Low^s  lane. 

Gore,  41st  street,  bet.  Lexington  and  4th  aves..  ) 

T^  45th  street,  south  side,  between  5th  and  6th  avenues, 700 

8  Iota  west  side  Avenue  A,  between  23d  and  24th  streets, 20,000 

80  lots  between  26th  and  28th  streets,  and  1st  avenue  and  East 

river,  occupied  by  Bellevue  Alms  House,  with  buildings  thereon,  150,000 

5  lots,  south  bide  of  26th  street,  near  Avenue  A, 5,000 

5  lots,  White  street,  north  side,  between  Elm  and  Centre  sts., 25,000 

12  lou,  1  I6th  and  1 17th  streets,  3rd  and  4th  avenues, 4,800 

Land  bounded  by  West,  Gansevoort  snd  12th  streets,  with  water  right  125,000 

$348,100 

Lots  at  BrooUya  owned  bf  the  Qtf  of  Vsw  Tork. 

Lot  on  Fulton  street.  Map  No.    3, $5,000 

5, 6,000 

ft, 5,000 

9, 3,500 

10, 3,500 

11,.... 2,000 

12  and  14, 1,500 

15, 2,000 

M6, 3,500 

17, 2,000 

18, 2,500 

19,... 1,500 

2,000 

$40,000 
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110,000 
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South  Ferry — 

Ea^t  half,  short  pier  at  Whitdiall, 

West  half,  pier  Mo.  2,  and  bulkhead  between, 

FttUon  Ferry — 

East  half,  pier  No.  21,  East  river, 

West  lialf       ^^      22,         ^<        and  bulkhead  between, . .  }    200fiQO 
Piers  and  bulkhead  at  Brooklyn, 

Caiharine  Ferry — 

East  half,  pier  No.  34,  East  river,  and  bulkhead  between  • . 

WecJthalf       "       35,    •     " 

Piers  at  foot  of  Main  street,  Brooklyn, • 

Jackion  Ferry — 

East  half,  pier  No  52,  Gouvemeur  slip, -% 

West  half,  short  pier  and  bulkhead  between, \  ' 

Peck  Slip  Ferry — 

East  half,  pier  No.  25,  East  river, ^ 

Westhalf        "       26,        "  I. A    100,000 

and  bulkhead  between, ' 

Grand  Street  Ferry — 

North  half.  South  pier,  foot  of  Gnmd  street,  East  river,.  • ' 
South  half,  North     ''         "  "  " 

and  bulkhead  between, r 

Two  piers  andbulk  heads  at  Williamsburgh,  and  two  lots  on 

Grand  street,  Williamsburgh • 

HsHSlan  Street  Ferry  ^ • 15,000 

Eighty-sixth  Street  Ferry — 

Ferry  house  and  lots  and  piers  at  Eighty-sixth  street,.  •  • .  ^ 
Land  and  piers  at  Astoria, « S  ' 

Cartlandt  Street  Ferry — 

South  half  pier  foot  of  Cortlandt  street.  No.  17,  N.  R .  •  •  •  )     ^^q  oqo 
North  half    "      «  "  «     No.  18,  N.  R. . . .  ^ 

HqbiAen  Ferryy 15/K)0 

$915,000 


95,000 


J 
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Bwl  SMt  ta  M  tr  In  Ovanant 

BKlDiilcd  niM. 

»1  Lutfow  ■trert, |3,000 

35  Jackaoo  itreet, '. 1,000 

386  SevoatMnth  street,  near  Ninth  avenue, 2,000 

Delancey  street,  comer  of  Attorney, 3,500 

174  Malberry  street, 1,500 

133  Amity  street 3,500 

I'ifth  street,  near  Second  arenua, ttOO 

Chapel    "      "    Beachstreet 3,000 

189  Madison,  near  Rutgers  street, 1,000 

Eghth  avenue,  corner  of  Forty  ^eighth  street, 1,000 

Tenth  street,  near  Avenue  D, BOO 

101  Hester  street,  near  Eldridge, 800 

Hontio  street,  near  Hud*on, "      2,000 

Second  street,  near  Lewis, 900 

Mercer  street,  near  Prince,  ( Firemen's  Hall,) 6,000 

199  Chrystie  street,  near  Stanton, 1,000 

74  Cedar  street,  near  Nassau, 3,000 

6  Duane  street,  near  William, 2,000 

Gonverneur  street,  near  Henry, 1,800 

Third  avenue,  corner  Eighty-fifth  street 1,000 

Thirteenth  street,  near  Bowery, 3,000 

Christopher  street,  near  Hudson, 2,000 

49  Chrystie  street, 3,000 

Eldridge  street,  near  Walker, 2,500 

lis  Wooster  street,  near  Prince, 1,000 

32, 34,  and  36  Chembera  street,  Park 18,000 

Lawrence  street,  near  1'enth  avenue,  Manhattan vi tie, 300 

Barrow  street,  near  Bedford, 2,000 

»4  Beaver  street, 15,000 

136                      near  Washington, 1,000 

153  West  Twentieth  sbwt, 2,000 

T                      street,  near  Second  avenue,  3  lots 5,-100 

Broadway,  near  Twenty-sixth  street, 3,000 

Twenty>fouTth  street,  near  Seventh  avenue, 2,500 

Tbirt/'firat         «       «         «           «     ifXXi 

Cvriod  fitonid, M^« $10^,300 


Doe.  No.  28. )  574 

Brought  forw ard, $102^ 

Fiftieth  street,  near  Third  avenue 800 

Thirty-third  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth  avenues,.  •  • .        1,500 

No.    92  Houston  street, 2,000 

"«     47  Marion  street, • 2,000 

$108,500 
Engine  and  Hose  houses,. •••  • 43,400 

$151,900 


OOBUBon  Landft 


Lot  No. 


Parti  or 

16, 

17 

18lfc21 

t( 

73 

(( 

84 

Lot 

i  85 

(I 

91 

(t 

9t 

t( 

97 

C( 

127 

U 

133 

u 

137 

u 

14:^ 

(i 

146 

u 

151 

(( 

15^ 

(4 

156 

Between  Sireeti  and  Avenues. 


( 


40th  and  42d  sts.,  and  5th  and  6th  avenues, 


C( 


cc 


(I 


it 


(( 
(t 
u 
u 


(( 

U 
U 

u 


u 
a 
u 
u 
ii 
a 
a 
cc 

it 
u 


u 
a 

a 
u 
a 
a 


161 


162 


"  163 
"  165 


)4th  and  55th 

')8th  street,  south  side,  and  '^ 
)8th  and  59lh  streets, 
oOlh  and  61st 
51st  and  62d 
:2d  and  63d 
72d  and  73d 
/4th  and  75  th 
/oih  and  76th 
/8th  and  79th 

^Oth  street,  north  and  south  side, 
S2d  St.,  south  side,  82d  and  83d  sts.,  5tb  and  6th  avs. 
S4th  and  85th  streets, 
S6th  street,  north  side, 
C  88lh  street,  south  side, 
?  88th   and   89th  streets, 
(  and  gore  north  side  of  89th  st  ,  " 
^  Gore  92d  and  93d  sts. ,  and  6th  and  8th  avenues, 

92d  and  91st 

91st  and  90th 

90th  and  86th 
<  89th  and  90th 
I  south  side  89th 
North  side  87th 


(( 
u 


(( 

CI 

cc 


(i  44 

i(  4i 

7th  and  " 
6  th  and  7th 


14 
U 


CC 
cc 


cc 

C4 
C4 
4C 


(4 
CC 
CC 
CC 
CC 

cc 


•  . 


No.  of 
lots.    lEslimated  raloe. 


/ 


ft>rwMd)< 


74      $144,000 


45 
1 

6^ 

68 

6^ 

68| 

741 

7^i 

7^1 

7h 

74 

7^ 

7s 

37 

51 


1   c 

96 
32 


11,500 
2iiO 
17,000 
17,000 
17,000 
17OO0 
2.200 
1^500 
18,500 
22,200 
18,500 
22,250 
2.1,900 
14,800 

10,200 


36,6(0 

19,200 
9,€00 


$462;300 
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iMMa. 

B„-«n  8.™- .»d  »«««-. 

'i^r. 

E.i..,H™.. 

Brought  lo. nurd,. ..,>•••.■•• ••> 

> 

(SbthaDd  S7[h  sheets,  and  6th  and  7lh  avenues,.. 

64 

■,' 

186 

i  Strip  soulh  side                     5£            d7thave. 

5,6 

175 

I  77th  and  7lSlh  s                   ^         7lh  avenues,  > 
(  Plot  on  north  aid                 ,  and  7th  and  8th  av.  J 

64 

16,0«0 

177 

S  7.Mb  and  76th  street,  and  6th  and  7lh  avenues,  ( 

70 

17,500 

i  Parcel  on  west  side  7th  av.  bet.  7olh  and  76lh  sis.  ( 

73d  and  74lh  streets,  and  6th  and  7ih  avenues,  i 

17» 

tilrip  south  side  73d  st ,  bel.  6lh  and  7ih    "       S 
Parcel  73d  and  74th  streets,  nest  side  ?th  "       ) 

fi2 

20,500 

iSo 

^iTth  and  68<h  streets,  and  6th  and  7th             " 

57 

14,250 

187 

ioth  and  66ih       "               "             "              " 

5t, 

14,000 

18S 

j  64lh  and  65lh  "               "             "              "       ) 

ti-2 

13,000 

)  Gore  south  side  65th  St.,"             "              "       ( 

■i3d  and  64ih  street,  and  8lh  and  yth          " 

5 

1,500 

Hih  uod  Goib  sis.,  west  side  9th  av.,  parts  of  streets 

65 

■>l8t  and  Md  streets,  and  4th  and  5th  avenues, 

37 

12,950 

71 

>3d  and  54th     "                "             "         "        

71! 

8.^,^00 

113 

i7ihand  CBih  "               "             "         "        

TU 

25  200 

136 

/5th  and  76th  "                "             "        "        

72 

18,000 

140 

mhand7Mh  "                "             "         "        

72 

18,000 

144 

/aih  street,  north  side,      "             "         "        

3.i 

]B,000 

148 

(81st-    south  side,        "             "         "        ■■■  ) 
(81st         ["fX               p,"             "         "        ."i 

St 

24,000 

155 

^4ih            m  "      "    "    

61 

19,800 

156 

:<5th                                     "             "         "        

t 

1,8C0 

198 

;2d                                  3daDd4ih       "       

14 

4,200 

1U7 

:*ad  street,  soinh                "             "         "        

2-^ 

6,600 

1»5 

SOih  and  aist  street,          "             "         "          •••• 

3-2 

11,200 

193 

?8thand79ih    "               "             "         "        

70 

2S,000 

]»l 

76th  and  77th    "               "             "         "        

72 

25,200 

18» 

74thand7.Mh    "               "             "         "        

7a 

19,800 

1S9 

7ad  and  73d       "               "             "         "        

72 

28,000 

123 

70th  and  7)st     "               "             "         "        

7 

2,800 

lOfi 

i5lh  and  66th  streets,  and  Lexington  and  4tb  aves. 

34 

23,800 

81 

~)6  and  d7th  streets,  and  3d  and  4th  avenues, 

66 

26,400 

76 

-)olh  and  .76th  slreeti,  and  3d  and  4th       "       

66 

26,400 

75 

jjth  and  .OlJth  sts.,  and  Lciington  and  3d  "       

32 

12,800 

i.iih                      side,        "             4th"       

2 

SOO 

70 

-)3d                                         "               3d"       

32 

12,800 

-.4th                                       "               4th"       

5 

2,000 

69 

-i2d  and  53d  streeU,  and      "               3d  "       

26 

1 1 ,900 

64 

'}lstand52detreeta,and3dud4tb        "       

56 

20,300 

63 

JOih  Mdalst  StreeU,  and  "          "          "       

33 

14,400 

fTnpnHl  fnr^ard  .. ..-.-.  •■■«••«•  ■«•■«•■* 

$1,029^00 

s 

Doc.  N«.  ^\ 
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Lot  No. 

.  ■■  ■     .                                                 t 

Between  Streete  mnd  Arenuee. 

No.  of' 
Lote. 

Estimated  Talee. 

Brousrlit  forward.  ••••  ••••••  •••••• 

52 
25 

1 
76 
10 

4 

$1,029,900 

31;^ 

15,000 

800 

58 
67 

49th  and  50th  streets,  and  3d  and  4th  avenues, 

49th  street,  south  side,      ^'          '*          ^'       •  •  •  •  • 
Corner  3d  avenue  and  66tli  street.  ••••••••••••••• 

eo3 

201 

77th  and  78th  streets,  and  1st  and  3d  avenues, 

79ih  and  80th  streets,  and  2d  and  3d      ''       

3d  avenue,  between  BOth  and  Slst  streets, 

22,800 
2,500 
3,(i00 

$1,105^:^00 

Seal  Xrtate  In  use  ibr  Onuiioii  Behodlt. 


School 

N. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

10 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

88 


Where  Located. 


Nonh-east  corner  of  9th  street  and  Ist  av.. 
West  side  Ludlow  street,  near  Delancey,.  •  • 

Marion  street,  near  Prince, 

North  side  of  Stanton  street,  corner  Sheriff. 

"  City  Hall  place,  near  Pearl, . 

West  side  of  Elm  street,  near  Leonard, .... 

No.  32  James  street,  near  Chatham, 

Fortieth  st.,  north  side,  bet.  7th  and  8th  a  vs. 
South  side  of  Monroe  st.,  near  Gouverneur. 
East  side  Orange  stv,  bet.  Grand  and  He.ster, 
North  side  of  35th  st ,  bet.  8th  and  9th  avs.. 

"      Broome  st.,  bet.  Sheriff  3t  Willett, 
South  side  of  13th  st.,  near  6th  avenue, . . . 

'^  9lh  street,  near  Avenue  C, . . 

EsLst  side  of  Clark  street,  near  Broome, .... 
North  side  125th  st.,  bet.  2d  and  3d  avenues. 
South  side  20th  st.,  bet.  1st  and  2d         '^ 
North  side  Greenwich  av.,  near  Amos  street. 

East  side  Allen  street,  near  Hester, 

North  side  Schiefflin  street,  Manhattanville 

Free  Academy,  Lexin^on  avenue,  east  side. 

corner  23d  street, « 

Public  School  No.  17,  south  side  i:^h  street, 
near  7th  avenue, 

^^      Primary,  No.  31,  No.  1  Stone  street, 

Gortof  bnadingS|....^...«.i 


EeUmated  Velne 
of  Land. 

$7,0 
10,0 

8,0 

6,5 

9,0 

8,5 
14,0 

5,0 

7,5 

9,0 

5,2 

7,5 
10,0 

8,0 

9,5 

2,4 

8,0 

9,0 

12,0 

6 


'Ooet  of  BuUdiagii 


$13,031  21 

9,826  14 
12,329  76 

9,828  86 
10,041  72 

9,917  00 
11,444  00 
10,000  00 
10,432  63 
12,830  70 
10,999  06 
12,400  OO 
14,713  99 
13,949  70 
1 1 ,500  00 

7,222  21 
14,302  00 
16,070  00 
18,000  00 

1,000  00 


48,000  001       48,000  00 


10,000  00 
8,000  00 


$222,700  OC 
276,838  97 

$499,538  97 


$276,838  97 


(Dm.  17e;  S8. 


— .!';  ■!»■  ■■■'«(;■■)« 

Cmire, ^Graod, 

Clinton,....  CaDal, 
Citharine, . .  Cherry 


streeU, . . . 
9t  streets, . . 


Fulton, . . . .  DeekinoD,  Front  strests, 

Fnoklio,  . .  -  Kronl  and  

Gouverneur,  I  Front,  South  

Harlem,  ...'Third  avenue,  west  side,  betw.  ISOlh  and  I2l8tstj., 
Joflenon,...  Greenwich  lane,  Amos  street,  and  Sixth  avenue,... 
Tompkins,,.  JSixih  and  Seventh  streets.  Third  av.  and  Hoi  I  place. 

Union, ] Houston,  Slieriff,  Colunibia  and  Second  streets,  . 

Washington,: t'ulton,  West  Vase;  and  Washington  streaU,.... 


96,000 
210,000 
30,000 
6,000 
10,000' 
75,000 
60,000 
18,000 
380,000 


Bowlhig  Green (135,000 

Batter; 3,O0O,CO0 

Castle  Garden 100,000 

P«k 2,500,000 

Buildings  in  the  Park 600,000 

Daane  park .' 16,000 

Park  at  Cross,  Anthony  and  Little  Water  streeta 15,000 

Washington  square 816,000 

Abingdon  square 12,000 

Union  park 604,000 

Tompkins  square 337,000 

Stayvesant  square 196,000 

Madison  square 6:20,000 

Triangular  park.  Fifth  avenue,  Broadway  and  Twenty-fifth  st.,. . ,  10,000 

Manhattan  square 69,000 

Hamilton  square 97,000 

]foiuitMani>aq4VP........^.r...^j.... ..*. 40,000 

$8,986,000 
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BqIUimAIi  WljarfnaaAlUwIiilwiifu  to  Cw|nrrtlw  rf  Hit  dty  tJMtfW  TwJt 

NORTH   RIVER. 
No.  of  Pi«n.  EMimatMl  Ttlw 

Bulkhead,  Battery  place $2,000 

}12,  13,  (14.  Albany  street  and  Cedar  street 80,000 

20.  Deystreet 40,000 

21, 22,  ^23.  Fulton  street  and  Vesey  street 1 15,000 

29.  Warrenstreet 90,000 

30.  Chambers  street. 90,000 

3 1 .  Duane  street 1 1 0,0  0 

32,  ^33.  Between  Duane  and  Jay  streets 30,000 

|34.  Harrison  street 15,000 

35.  Franklin  street 40,000 

36.  ^'orth  Moore  street 30,000 

37.  Beach  street 40,000 

38.  Hubert  street  and  North  Battery 100,000 

39.  Vestry  street 36,000 

40.  WatU  street 20,000 

41,  ^42.  Canalstreet 125,000 

4"^^)  ^^'  Canal  street  and  Spring  street 50,000 

44.  Between  Spring  and  Charlton  streets 45.000 

45,  46.  Charlton  street  and  King  street 45,000 

47.  Hamersley  street 1 5,000 

48.  Clarkson  street 30,000 

50.  Morton  street 14,000 

51 ,  52,  53.  Christopher,  Amos  and  Charles  streets 75,000 

54.  Perry  street 15,000 

55.  Hammond  street 20fiOO 

Troy  street 10,000 

Gansevoort  street  and  bulkheads 20,000 

18th  street 6,000 

21st  street 3,000 

43d  street 10,000 

Manhattan vi lie,  130th  street 3,000 

155th  street 1,000 

Total  valBation. ..•••..« $1,325,000 


«79  (Doc.  Vo.  SB. 

XAfT  BIVIR. 
If^  of  nm.  BiUn»tMl  ▼»!«•. 

Vanderbilt  pier $10,OGO 

I  short  pier    Whitehall...,. 60,000 

1, 6, 6, 7,  J8.  Broad  street  and  CoeDties  blip 425,000 

J12.  Old  slip  and  bulkhead 40,000 

1 15.  Coffee  house  slip  and  bulkhead. 40,000 

JlS,  JlQ.  Maiden  lane  and  bulkhead 80,000 

|iO,  J  21.  Burling  slip  and  bulkhead 85,000 

|22,  |23.  Fulton  street  and  Beekman  street 80,000 

1 24,  J25.  Between  Beekman  street  and  Peck  slip 70,000 

30, 31,  J32.  Roosevelt  street  and  James  slip 120,000 

J33,  J34.  Oliver  street 50,000 

37,  38.  Market  slip 100,000 

40,41.  Pike  slip 90,000 

1-9  42.  Between  Pike  and  Rutgers  aUps 6,000 

43,  44.  Rutgers  slip 90,000 

46.  Jefferson  street 30,000 

48.  Clinton  street 35,000 

ortpier,  |53.  Gouverneur  slip 40,000 

|56,  J57.  Jackson  street 25,000 

Broonne  street — 2  piers 45,000 

Delancey  street — 2  piers 45,000 

Bulkhead  along  Rivington  street,  and  from  Riv- 

ington  to  Stanton  street,  and  pier  in  the  slip..  45,000 

Pier  at  3d  street 10,000 

**         5th    "     10,000 

"       23d     "    and  bulkhead 25,000 

"       28th    "     10,000 

*'       38th    «     8,000 

"       53d     «     4,000 

"     106th    "     3,000 

"     130th    "     3^000 

Total  valuation $1,673,000 

si  Ttlaation,  East  river $1,673,000 

"             Northriver 1,325,000 

$2,998,000 


T>6c.V0.'TB.)  1SSb 


BEOAPITVIAIIOV. 

BflUiiiated  filM. 

Miscellarteous  property |1,379,571  91 

Sundry  lots  and  gores 348,100  00 

Real  estate  in  use  for  various  public  purposes 70,500  00 

"         "           **    by  Police 27,100  00 

"         "           "    by  Governors  of  Alms  House • . . , 1  ^00,000  00 

'^         ^'      under  lease,  with  covenants  for  renewal • .  •  343,500  00 

«         "         "         "      writhout    "         "         "      332,000  00 

**        "      in  use  at  Brooklyn 40,000  00 

Ferry  property 915,000  00 

Fire  Department  lots  and  houses •••»  151,900  00 

Common  lands ^ 1,105,200  00 

Real  estate  in  use  by  Common  Schools  and  buildings 499,538  97 

'<        <'      occupiedby  Markets 1,109,000  OO 

Public  parks • 8,986,000  00 

Piers,  wharves  and  bulkheads 2,998,000  00 

$19,505,410  S8 


f 


GROIOH  WATER  WOBKB. 

Croton  Aqueduct  cost $14,041 ,583  95 

Receiving  reservoir 134,000  00 

Distributing  reservoir. .  • . : 152,000  00 

$14,327,583  95 


68S  {J>m,  No.28. 


FiiTAKCE  Department,  Comptroller's  Office, 
New  York,  February  6th,  1851. 

To  the  Honarabk  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

OcinxEMEN  :— -In  accordance  with  the  annexed  resoliuion,  I  here- 
with nibmit  a  statement  of  the  amounts  due  nnd  unpaid  December  31, 
1849,  on  the  following  accounts,  viz :  ground  rent,  house  rent,  ferry 
rent,  common  land  rent,  dock  and  slip  rent,  and  market  cellar  rent, 
li]ge;ther  with  the  names  of  those  from  whom  the  same  were  due  ;  also, 
the  amount  since  paid  on  said  accounts,  and  the  balances  still  due.  A 
portion  of  the  annexed  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Counsel 
to  the  Corporation,  for  collection,  since  my  accession  to  the  office  of 
GomptroUer. 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Comptrotter. 
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GBOUIID  BEHT. 


NAMES. 


AmooDt  due. 


Charles  Carman 

Henry  Fu»her 

Hannah  Fowler 

J    W.  Mitchell 

Mrs.  Weed 

George  W.  Edwards 

R.  V.  M ooney 

J .  Wotherspoon 

Thomas  VVilUwood 

Wm.  A.  Foster  and  Jacob  Van  Nostrand 

Charles  Lewis 

William  H.  Adams 

R.  Peters 

M.  i)helden  &  Son 

Robert  Buttle 

JoKn  &  1*homas  Morrell 

P.  Decker 

James  Hudson 

Jonathan  Hardman >  . . 

Henry  Knapp 

Henry  Marsh 

Thomas  Lloyd,  late  collector 

F.  B.  Od^en  and  others 

Reuben  Withers  and  others , 


$68 

334 
37 
75 
50 
13 

^50 
90 
12 
68 
50 
40 
80 
43 
75 

400 

20 

3 

5 

18 

538 

5:^9 

553 
500 


75 
3ri 
5C 

e^ 

OC 

7c 

OC 

OC 

5C 

75 

0( 

0( 

0( 

75 

0( 

0( 

0( 

12 

0( 

7;.i 

2; 

01 

8r, 

0( 


Sioce  paid. 


$3,767  9r- 


StiUdxM. 


$68' 

75 

334 

35 

37 

50 

75 

62 

50 

00 

13 

75 

150 

00 

90 

00 

12 

5C 

68  75 

50 

OC 

30 

OC 

80  00 

43 

7d 

75 

OC 

10  00 


400  00 

20  OO 

3  12 

5  00 

18  75 

538  25 

539  01 
553  85 
500  00 


$1,179  y7    $2,5  7  98 


m 


(pM.Ko.96< 


French  &  Heiser < 

United  Sutes  District  Court, 

H.  S.  Mansfield 

Frencu  Hewitt.  •  • •  •  • . 

James  Brady •»•••. 

Alfred  Chancellor.  ••«••.... 

Henry  Cornell • . . , 

Moses  Jackson.  ..•«••••.., 

Jose^  M.Hill 

Joseph  Matthien 

John'C.  Ham,  Jr 

Jdm  Snyder  • , 


ABMNmi  dne, 
DM.au  IMS. 


$500 

^8,304 

20 

100 
20 

100 
75 
15 
33 

298 

150 
15 


00 
16 
00 
00 
00. 
00 
00 
00 
33 
00 
00 
OQ 


$dfi90  40 


Snoepsid. 


$500  00 
2,304  16 


20  00 
100  00 
75  00 
15  00 
33  33 


$3,047  49 


StiUdiM. 


20  OC 
100  OC 


298  OC 

150  OC 

15  00 


aa 


$583  00 


zasta 


Houston  street  ferry • 

Executors  of  J.  6.  Coster •• 

Elizabeth  Port  ferry,  C.  Vanderbilt. ... 
Peck  slip  forty  to  Wbgh.  Bal.  Aug.  15,  M4 
J.  C.  &.  R  .L  Stevens.  *^  Dec.  31,  '39 
South  Ferry  Company     "      "        *• 


AsmobI  dM. 


$200  eo 

262  50 

304  17 

1,425  62 

1,450  00 

1,438  69 

$5,080  98 


SiiiMpsid. 


$140  00 
262  50 


$402  50 


1 


StffldM. 


60  00 

804  17 

$1,425  62 

1,450  00 

1,438  69 

$4,678  48 


8 
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em-. 


Amouit  doe, 
D«  Si,  1B19. 

Sbi»t«ld 

sm^ 

300  00 
12  50 
7  50 
20  00 
12  50 
12  50 
75  00 
7  50 
.17  50 
7  50 
40  00 
125  00 
17  50 

$300  0( 
12  50 

7  50 
20  00 
12  50 
12  50 
75  OC 

7  60 
17  50 

7  50 

T.'p.  wSy?... '.:;;;!.";*!'.'..■.■ 

G,                      

J,                       

A.  Miles 

40  00 

|66&  00 

$472  50 

$183  60 

m 
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DOCK  AHB  BLIP  BSHT. 


— i— ja. 


Wm.  C.  Taylor, 

Wm.  G.  Lord, 

Erie  Railroad  Company, 

UDited  States, 

Powell,  Ramsdell  &  Co., 

R.  Van  Dyke,  sen., • . 

J.  Rabineau, 

Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Co.,. .  • 

CtiaQDcey  St.  John, 

James  Parker, 

Joseph  Child, 

Joseph  Munson, 

James  Price, • 

Robert  L.  Crooke, 

Charles  Creemer, 

I^man  Candee, • 

Washington  Agate, 

Wm.  P.  Hervey, 

Isaac  Newton, 

Robert  &  George  L.  Schuyler, 

Carried  forward, 


Amoimi  due. 


Since  paid. 


$2,150 

520 
200 
187 
817 
362 
270 


QQ I  <  lUlowance 
I  (claimed  of 

00,  $520  00 
OOiBalan.  1847 


50 
50 
50 
00 


1,750  00 


527 

18 

300 

87 

3,275 

500 

393 

438 

37 

288 

737 

500 


22 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
75 
75 
50 
00 

50 

00 


187  50 
817  50 
150  00 
270  00 
875  00 
875  00 


StiUdoA. 


credited  by 


^allowanoe 
{claimed  of 

500  00 


$13,360  72;$4,195  00 


$2,150  00 
200  00 

212  50 

Paid  bymdIiH 
tion  of  C.  C. 

527  22 
18  00 

300  00 

87  50 

3,275  00 

res'nofCC. 

393  76 

438  75 
37  50 

288  00 

737  60 


$8,666  72 


Doo.IfD.88L) 


OOOC  AlB  nir  BUr-Ooittnud. 


I  •  •  • 


.«.* 


•  •  •  • 


Brought  forward,.  •,,«•  A 
John  MclDtyre  &  f^win  Smith, 
Jonathan  Nash,.... 
New  Haven  Steamboat  Co., 
Jeremiah  O'Brien^  ••••#••• 

Asa  Packer, 

Robert  Pettigrew,  •  • 

Munson  Hoyt,  Agent^ 

AlvahHall, 

Richard  Tone, 

James  Rider, 

Jona.  D.  Stevenson,..  •  • 

Edwin  Sexton, 

Jacob  Smith, 

W.  W.  Coit  &  Sandfbrd, 
Thomas  R.  Smith,  • » •  • . 
Seymour  &  Mason, »..%% 
Joshua  Taylor,  • .  •  • « ^ . « 
Jeremiah  Waterbury,.^* 

C.  Vandervilt, ..^ 

Elisha  Williams,. 

Charles  Chamberlain,. 

James  English,  .•*.,»• 

Benj.  D.  Beach,. •«•  • 

Francis  H.  Abbott,... 

Thomas  H.  Allaire,.. 

Wm.  H.  Blackford,.. 

Elijah  Atwood, 

James  L.  Cheeseman, 

Benjamin  L.  Guion,« « 

John  Ellis, 

James  Hunt, 

Chauncey  St.  John,. . 

Edward  Hitchcock,. . 

Lewis  B.  Morrison, . . 


Amoantdnt. 


11,400 

200 
336 
180 
126 
825 
125 
63 
7|853 
7,528 
886 
1^00 
437 
2,600 
252 
105 
127 
375 
50 
457 
6,300 
5,812 
4,475 
9,495 
405 
425 
250 
3,000 
72 
2,700 
2,500 
4,296 
1,150 


n 

00 

om 

00 


Diteof  bdaaot. 


00 
00 
00 
00 
75 
75 
46 
50 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 


Ci 

u 


$4,195  00 
Aug.  1,  1844, 
**   I,  1834, 
Dec.  31,  1839, 
25|May  1,  1835, 
4,  1839, 
22,  1844, 
Dec.  31, 1839, 
March  1, 1841, 
April  29,  1843, 
May  8, 1841, 
2,1842, 
1,1838, 
13,  1834, 
June  13,  1843, 
May  13, 1834, 
13,1838, 
Feb.  11,1837, 


It 


50AMil9,1836, 
OOJday  11,  1844, 
50  June  15,  1839, 
50[Aiig.  12,  1&43, 
April  30,  1844, 
"  23,  1844, 
Dec.  31,  1839, 
May  17,  1841, 
Sept.  24,  1842, 
Dec.  31,1839, 
Feb.  17,  1844, 
April  13,  1844, 
Dec.  31,  1839, 


00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


C(        (( 


(( 


$98,234  93 


Pier  sold    July 
May  13,  1834, 
Dec.  31,  1834, 


$4,195  00 


Stmdat. 

$8,665  72 

11,400  00 

8,865  6v 

200  00 

336  2ft 

180  00 

126  00 
825  00 
125  00 

63  75 
7,853  75 
7,528  46 

886  50 
1,200  00 

437  50 
2,600  00 

252  00 

106  00 

127  50 
375  00 

50  50 

457  50 

6,300  00 

5,812  50 

4,475  00 

9,495  00 

405  00 

425  00 

250  00 

3,000  00 

72  00 

2,700  00 

12,  1848. 

4,295  00 

1,150  00 

$91,039  93 
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Finance  Department,  Comptroller's  Office, 
New  Jork,  February  3d,  1851. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Aldermen  : 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  annexed  resohition,  I  here- 
with submit  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  wharf  and  pier  property 
MongiDg  to  the  Corporation,  together  with  the  annual  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  building  and  repairing  the  same,  from  the  1st  day  of 
JttUiary  1846,  to  the  1st  day  of  January,  1861. 

Yours  respectfully, 

JOS.  R.  TAYLOR, 

Comptroller. 


SROCAIID  YALXJX  OF  WEABF  ANB  FDCR  PB0FEBT7. 

East  river $1 ,673,000 

North  river 1,326,000 

$2,998,000 
Estimated  ralue  of  Ferry  property ^916,000 


Yeak. 


1846. 
1846. 
1847. 
1848, 
1849, 
1860. 


C<wt  of  building 
■ndrepMiiiig  piers 

41,935  62 
44,883  89 
86,922  46 

131,922  15 
97,394  94 

128,036  22 


Dook  and  Slip 
not. 


67,498  63 
72,001  47 
75,866  39 
92,786  12 
100,208  13 
108,483  98 


F«n7  R«nt. 


47,786  20 
49,788  10 
60,720  00 
49,750  00 
50,128  04 
60,982  60 

$299,164  84 


llOCIJllIErVT    No.    99. 


BOAED    OF  ALDEEMEN, 


MAY  6,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in 
favor  of  leasing  Fort  Gansevoort  property  lo  Hudson 
river  railroad  company,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  application  of  the  Hudson  river  railroad  company, 
respectfully 


Doc.  No.  29.)  690 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  referred  to  them. 
The  petitioners  are  desirous  of  procuring  a  lease  of  the 
block  of  ground  known  as  Fort  Gansevoort  property, 
bounded  by  Twelfth  street,  Washington  street^  Gansevoort 
and  West  streets,  and  Tenth  avenue.  A  portion  of  this 
quadrangular  piece  of  ground  is  at  the  present  time  held  by 
the  railroad  company  and  others,  under  lease  from  the  city, 
and  will  expire  on  the  1st  May,  1854.  The  petitioners 
wish  to  make  permanent  arrangements  at  this  point  for  its 
freighting,  and  other  business,  in  order  to  carry  out  which 
it  is  necessary  that  the  whole  block  should  be  appropriated 
for  their  purposes,  and  they  therefore  apply  for  a  lease  of 
twenty- one  years  with  a  covenant  for  a  renewal  for  a  fur- 
ther term  of  twenty-one  years,  at  the  expiration  thereof. 
For  the  first  term,  they  propose  to  give  one  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  for  every  lot  of  twenty-five  by  one  hundred 
feet  that  can  be  made  out  of  this  block,  and  for  the  re- 
newal, a  rent  to  be  fixed  by  appraisement. 

Your  Committee  have  given  the  subject  that  attention  its 
importance  seemed  to  demand  at  their  hands.  They  have 
caused  a  survey  to  be  made,  which  is  herewith  submitted, 
which  shows  that  the  block  contains  an  area  of  140,557 
square  feet,  which  being  divided  into  lots  containing  2500 
square  feet,  would  make  56  lots ;  according  to  the  terms 
offered  by  the  company,  this  would  produce  a  rental  to  the 
city,  for  the  first  twenty-one  years,  of  $5,600. 

The  portion  of  this  block  already  leased,  as  above  men- 
tioned, is  as  follows,  vit :  a  jot  corner  of  Twelfth  street 
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and  Tenth  ayenne,  leased  to  F.  Depeyster ;  a  lot  froDting 
on  West  street  and  Tenth  avenue,  leased  to  Foster  &  Van 
Ostrand ;  a  lot  fronting  on  West  street,  leased  to  Patrick 
Noonan,  and  a  lot  corner  of  West  and  Ganse^oort  streets, 
leased  to  Edward  W.  Phelps — all  of  which  will  expire  on 
Ift  May,  1854. 

These  leases  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany, with  the  exception  of  the  last  named  ;  and  if  your 
Honorable  Body  decide  to  give  the  lease  they  apply 
for,  it  must  be  subject  to  those  above  named,  unless  the 
company  procure  nn  assignment  of  Phelps'  lease,  in  which 
case  they  could  all  be  cancelled . 

Your  Committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  offer  is  a 
liberal  one,  and  if  accepted,  the  interests  of  the  city  would 
be  promoted.  The  improvements  proposed  by  the  railroad 
company  would  produce  a  considerable  tax,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  the  neighborhood  and  the  value  of  property  consid- 
erably enhanced  thereby.  The  public  expect  the  Common 
Council  to  extend  facilities  to  railroad  companies  generally, 
in  providing  depots  for  their  freight,  &c.,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  greatly  increase  the  wealth  and  prosperity  our  city, 
by  bringing  directly  in  our  midst  the  wealth  of  the  surround- 
ing country. 

Entertaining  these  views,  your  Committee  are  in  favor  of 
granting  the  lease  applied  for,  under  the  restrictions  of  the 
present  leases,  and  submit  for  adoption  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Comptroller  be  and  he  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  executed  to  tiie  Hudson 
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xijfeK,  railroad  compaajr,  %  lease  ^ft  tk»  picM  of  ground  de- 
scribed  io  the  annexed  map,  and  bounded  by  Twelfih^ 
Washington,  Gaosevoort,  West  street,  and  Tenth  avenuf 
for  a  term  of  twenty-one  years  from  the  Ist  of  May,  1851, 
at  a  rent  of  five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
subject,  hbwever,  to  the  present  existing  leases  to  F.  D^- 
peyster,  Foster  &  Van  Ostrand,  Patrick  Noonan  and  Ed- 
ward W.  Phelps  ;  said  lease  to  contain  a  covenant  for  an 
additional  term  of  twenty-one  years,  at  the  expiration 
thereof,  at  a  rent  to  be  fixed  by  appraisement ;  also  a  cov- 
enant that  the  said  company  pay  all  taxes  on  said  property 
during  said  terms: 

JOS.  BRITTON,      )  Committee 
EZRA  SMITH,         V       an 
JAMES  M.  BARD, )  Finance. 


BOARD   OF  ALDERMEN, 


MAY  9,  1861. 


The  followiog  communication  was  received  from  the  Com- 
miflsioner  of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  showing  the  expend i- 
itnrts  of  the  several  bureaux  in  his  department,  from 
January  Ist  to  May  1st,  1851,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


DsPARTlCEirT  OF  RePAI&S  AND  SUPPLIES, 

New  York,  May  6,  1861. 

9Vi  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  Mw  York  : 

Gbntlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of 
•ection  21,  of  an  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  amend  the  char- 
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ter  of  the  city  of  New  York,"  the  following  itatement  of 
the  expcnditurea  for  the  several  bureaux  in  this  department, 
from  the  Ist  o#  January  to  the  Itl  of  May,  iBSilj'kre 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  ADAMS, 

Commutitmer  of  Jlepairt  and  Supplies, 

FIRE   DEPABnCEHT. 

Paid  for  Carriages,  &e.,  for  Committees $100  00 

«  Hooks  and  Ladders. ,....  429  61 

"  OfBce  Expenses 7  13 

«  Painting 276  65 

«  Cartage...: .., 880  03 

«  Hose  Carta......*. 2,16143 

"  Engines.... * 977  26 

"  Labor 696*13 

"  Lanterns  and  SigoaJa 216  61 

"  Carpenter  Work. 2,790  45 

**  Trumpets 125  00 

«  Axes 67  25 

"  Glazing. 43  67 

"  Wood 2  75 

"  Repwriqg  Tin  Roo% 92  44 

«  Coal  and  Carrying-in 80  23 

"  Bell  Towers w 86  00 

"  Surveying. ..«..«.. 15  00 

"  Mason  Work 2,767  74 

F^rwatd....... f  11,Q14  38 


{9^.  No.  80, 

Bronght  fiH-wwi........ $11,014  38 

Aud  for  Iron  Work 166  66 

«     lioseLeather ;..  32150 

*<     MaDillaRope 77  00 

Rivets,  Screws  and  Riqgs. ...........  535  44 

Ceiling  Hooks 55  50 

«     Bells .,....• 81  20 

**      Stoves,  &c ' 56  31 

"      Whitewashing 5  00 

^^     Plaos  and  Specificatioiis ^.  •••...  •  75  00 

'*^      Locks  and  Key 344  32 

;12«922  31 


8TEECT  PATtNOr 

IPaid  for  Labor. 8,314  89 

^'     Blacksmith  Work 226  12 

*«     Sand : 1,178  86 

<^      Office  Expenses 10  40 

«     HorseFeed 79  03 

**     Surveying 97  00 

"     Stone... 1,405  15 

«     New  Picks 17  60 

*^     Bridge  Stones..' 1,035  00 

<'     Broom 14  35 

«'      Padlocks 3  00 

^^     Inspecting  Russ  Pavement. 34  50 

^<     Rqsb  Pavement 6,000  00 

$18,415  80 


fioc.  NOrW^ 


AM 


Paid  for  Labor 892  HQ 

Stone 2,170  24 

Gravel. 312  08 

Blacksmith  Work 33  34 

Surveying ^ 137  50 

Contract,  Seventy-iirst  sfrdet 2,123  47 

Earth. 2  56 


$5,671  48 


1st 

2d 

Ward — ^paid 

iC                      ii 

ii             ii 
ii             ii 

iC                    ii 

ii            ii 
ii             ii 
ii             ii 
ti             ii 
u             (( 
ii             ii 
ii            ii 
ii             ii 
ii            ii 
ii            ii 
ii             ii 
ii             ii 
ii             ii 
ii             ii 

Forward.  •• 

POLICE 

for  sundj 

ii 

a 
u 
a 
a 
ii 
ii 
a 
a 
a 
a 
a 
•i 
ii 
a 
a 
a 
a 

STATIONS. 

ry  bills 

ii 

....    tl23  T7 
. . . .         22  91 

3d 
4th 

a 
u 

96  71 

....         66  60 

5th 

a 

►...         27  88 

6th 

ii 

...•       114  48 

7th 

a 

• . . .        38  83 

8tb 

ii 

....       141  95 

9th 

ii 

...•         84  49 

10th 

a 

....         20  49 

lllh 

«<      ..., 

....         24  54 

12th 

ii 

• . . .         64  37 

13th 

ii 

r . . .         34  27 

14th 

u  . 

....         15  90 

16th 

ii 

....           1  50 

16th 

a 

....         67  76 

I7th 

ii 

....         48  58 

18th 

a 

....         21  88 

19th 

ii 

....         40  89 

, . .  .S1.047  70 

m  (Pec.  No.  3a. 

I 

.     Brought  forward |1|047  70 

Jfaid   for  Wood 136  76 

«         Coal 125  13 

«         Soap 17  07 

*^        IroD  Bedsteads 2153  75 

«         Lime 9  38 

«         PaiU 8  25 

**         Body  strop 62  50 

"         Locks  and  keys 525  24 

*'         Staves  for  Police  officers. 137  50 

$3,733  27 


y 


RfiPAIBS   AND  SUPPLIES. 

Pftid  for  Spittoons • $70  00 

<<      Carpets 15  68 

^'      Sig^ns  for  old  aod  new  City  Hall,  and  > 

Hall  of  Records $  337  00 

^^      Repairing  Mayor's  chair 2  50 

"      Carpenter  work. .  T 670  21 

^^      Gate  keeper. • 120  00 

^^      Clocks  and  repairing 14  00 

«      Painting 108  41 

,        ^^      Coal  and  carrying  in w*...^  29  25 

"      Cartage. 12  10 

<<      Wood  and  Sawing 140  00 

^'      Removing  safe... 10  00 

"      Furniture 37  00 

<^      Locks  and  keys 22  24 

«      Glazing..... 90  59 

^^      Small  bills  from  James  Taylor 25  78 

Forward $1,704  76 


Dbo*  if  0*  9)«  J  616 

Brought  forward ^...^.fl^TCM  76 

Paid  for  Soap «  S6  00 

«  Ice 30  00 

«  White  washinfr ,..  J6  00 

«  Tinwork 7  25 

^^  Stoves,  &c 174  69 

*<  BrooDB  and  brushes • 10148 

<<  Plumber.......' ^^......^.^  62  93 

^  Repairs  toold City  Hall... .i.^^.*.^,  93  48 

^^  Plans  and  8peciA6atioM»..^«*  •«»•»•  248  00 

"  Iron  work 90  50 

*^  Staves  for  Common  Council 75  00 

^^  Desks,  &c 74  60 

'^  Flags  for  old  City  Hall 160  00 

^^  Mason  work 170  37 

^^  Emblems  for  Common  dooncil. 60  50 

$3,084  46 

'    an, 

WELLS  AMD  POJCFS. 

Paid  for  repairing $1546  86 

*^  cleaning. « .•..%.•..••.•••  •       5244  76 

<^  cartage •••.....        18  05 

^  carpenter  work... 6100 

^  painting •.•••         6  16 

$1876  81 

LANDS   AND  PLACES. 

Paid  for  painting « .«      ^  00 

^       carpenter  work  •••••« •••««<•••••  8  69 

$63  69 


6M  (fjw.  Vo.  m 

Pdd  for rorwyifff. ^ » a,^, ..,«,,,  1381  09 

^'      carpwdei  work....,...«^^»»»,,«,,,.  885  13 

«      glaaiiig , ,,,.,,  301  66 

^^*    wh^el  barrows .••^. ,,.«••«  3  00 

^'      plaM  and  specifications «»,,  5000 

^^      carti^,,«, f ,,•.« 1  75 

«      plomber.. '. 19  52 

••      stove8,&c 24  22 

'^      mason  work 1  84 

'^      locks  and  keys, ; 4  62 

"      hose ^ ..•  35  25 

11657  99 


DISTRICT  POLICE   COURTS. 

• 

Paid  for  wood  and  sawing $18  12 

"      coal 5  25 

'^      carpets 969  07 

'^      carpenter  work 241  25 

"      painting 356  89 

"      cartage 7  02 

'^      plumber 5  70 

^*      furniture •  874  31 

^*      stoves,&c 50  81 

'^      mason  work.  • 17  42 

^^      locks  and  keys 9  12 

'^      cleaning  court  rooms. *......  10  50 

12565  46 


n 
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BOAED    OF  ALDEEMEJ^r, 


MAY  6,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in 
favor  of  leasing  Fort  Gansevoort  property  lo  Hudson 
river  railroad  company,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  • 

D.  T,  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  application  of  the  Hudson  river  railroad  company, 
respectfully 


Doc.  No.  31.)  6QS 

^^  The  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  purchase* 
hold  and  convey  any  estate,  real  or  personsli  for  the  ose 
and  objects  for  which  the  said  corporation  was  instituted, 
but  such  real  or  personal  estate  riiall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.     )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
f L.  S.J        the  city  of  Albany,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-one. 

• 

A.  O.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State, 


AN  ACT 

to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  ik  eelation  to 
justices  and  police  courts  in  the  city  of  new 
york,"  passed  march  30,  1848. 

Passed  April  11,  1851,  ^^  three-fifths  being  present." 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  Vorky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  J  do  enact  as  foUoios: 

§  1.  Section  three  of  the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  in  rela- 
tion to  Justices  and  Police  Courts  in  the  city  of  New  York," 
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passed  March  SO,  1848,  is  hereby  amended,  so  as  to  read  as 
follows : 

§  S.  There  shall  be  appointed  by  (he  Mayor  and  Board  of 
Aldermen  or  a  majority  thereof,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  on 
or  before  the  3lst  day  of  December,  1851,  a  clerk  of  Justices' 
Court,  and  a  Police  Court  clerk  for  each  judicial  district  of 
said  city,  created  by  this  act,  whose  compensation  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  Common  Council,  and  not  be  increased  or 
diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office,  who  shall 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  offices  at  the  expiration  of 
the  terms  of  office  of  the  clerks  first  appointed  under  this 
act,  and  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  period  of  four  yonrs. 
Vacancies  by  expiration  of  term  or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled 
in  tlje  same  manner  for  a  like  period. 

^  3.  This  act  shall  take  efiect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 
•Secretary's  Office.       )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  an  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify  that 

the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the  whole 

of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  twenty-first  day   of 
[l.  8.J      April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  qf  State. 
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AN  ACT 

to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  for  ihcreasing 
the  number  of  justices  of  ths  superior  court  of 
the  city  of  new  york,  and  for  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  that  court,"  passed  march  24,  1849,  and 
the  act  amending  the  same,  passed  april  10,  1849, 
and  also. to  amend  title  y.  of  part  first  of  the 
code  of  procedure. 

Passed  January  16,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  J^Tew  York  represented  in  Senate 
and  •Assembly J  do  enact  as  follows : 

§  1.  The  tenth  section  of  the  act  for  increasing  the 
number  of  Justices  in  the  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  for  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court, 
passed  March  24,  1849,  and  pIso  the  forty-ninth  section  of 
the  Code  of  Procedure,  are  hereby  repealed. 

§  2.  The  first  section  of  the  act  amending  the  act  last 
above  mentioned,  passed  April  10,  1849,  and  also  the  for- 
ty-seven ih  section  of  the  Code  of  Procedure,  are  hereby 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  hereinafter  provided 
for,"  said  words  being  the  last  words  of  the  said  sections 
respectively. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

•State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.      )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  ofiSce,  and  do  certify 
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that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 
whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at 
the  city  of  Albany,  this  nineteenth  day  of 
[  L.  s.  J     April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN    ACT 

to  repeal  an  act  entitled  ^'  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the 
city  of  new  york,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose,''  passed  april  4,  1849,  and 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  '^  an  act  for  the  more 
effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the  city  of  new 
york,  and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for 
that  purpose,"  passed  march  7,  1849. 

Passed  March  28,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Kew  Yorky  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the 
more  effeciual  prevenfion  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  to  amend  the  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose," 
passed  April  4,  1849,  is  hereby  repealed. 


§  S»  section  four  of  ^^  Aa  Mi  for  the  more  efiedual  pro- 
ventioD  of  fires  in  the  city  of  New  York|  aiul  to  amend  the 
acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose,"  passed  March  7, 
1849,  is  hereby  amended,  and  ehall  read  as  follows: 
*^  Every  such  store,  or  siore-house,  being  more  than  thirty 
feet  in  width,  shall  be  erected  and  built  in  such  manner, 
that  all  the  floors  thereof,  throughout  their  whole  extent, 
shall  be  supported  by,  and  rest  upon  one  or  more  additional 
partiiioo  wall  or  walls,  built  of  brick  or  stone,  not  less  than 
eight  inches  thick,  or  upon  girders,  sustained  by  proper  and 
sufficient  posts  or  pillars  of  iron,  brick  or  stone,  and  so  that 
through  the  whole  extent  of  said  floors,  and  each  of  them, 
the  walls  of  such  store,  or  store-house,  (except  the  front 
and  rear  walls)  and  such  intermediate  support  or  supports 
of  brick,  stone  or  iron,  shall  not  be  distant  from  each  other 
more  than  tiiirty  feet,  and  all  such  partition  walls  which 
exceed  thirty-five  feet  in  height  from  the  level  of  the  side- 
walk, to  the  peak  or  highest  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  less 
than  twelve  inches  thick,  provided,  however,  that  in  case 
said  floors  or  any  of  them,  shall  throughout  their  whole 
extent,  be  supported  upon  iron  beams  or  girders  of  proper 
size  and  strength,  resting  upon  the  lateral  walls  of  such 
store,  or  store- house,  and  distant  from  each  other  not  mere 
than  fifteen  feet,  then  such  store,  or  store-bouse,  may  be 
so  built  and  erected,  as  that  in  the  story  or  stories  beneath 
each  floor  so  supported,  the  lateral  walls  may  be  distant 
from  each  other,  or  from  any  partition  wall  of  brick,  or 
stone,  or  any  intermediate  support  of  brick,  stone  or  iron, 
as  hereinbefore  required,  a  distance  of  more  than  thirty, 
but  not  more  than  forty  feet. 

§  3.  Section  twenty-four  of  the  said  last  mentioned  act 
is  hereby  amended,  and  shall  read  as  follows  :    The  owner 


or  owners  of  any  dwelling-house,  storOy  slore^hoase  or  other 
boildingi  or  of  any  frame  bnilding  with  or  without  a  brick 
firont,  or  of  any  wooden  building,  or  of  any  ash-house,  ash- 
hole  or  wooden  shed,  whether  he  or  they  be  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  land  in  fee,  or  be  the  lessee  or  lessees  thereof, 
or  has  or  have  a  qualified  or  contingent  interest  therein  by 
virtue  of  some  agreement  or  contract  in  writing  or  in  any 
olher  manner,  who  shall  violate  any  provision  of  this  act, 
and  every  builder,  carpenter,  mason,  roofer,  or  other  per- 
son who  may  be  employed  or  assist  therein,  shall  for  every 
inch  violation,  respectively  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  and  such  owner  or  owners  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  in  addition  thereto,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for 
every  twenty-four  hours  such  violation  shall  remain  after 
notice  to  remove  the  same  shall  have  been  given ;  such 
notice  may  be  signed  by  any  of  the  trustees  or  the  fire 
wardens  of  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New  York  ; 
such  notice  may  be  given  by  leaving  the  same  at  the  resi- 
dence or  place  of  business  of  such  owner  or  owners  or 
builder  or  carpenter,  or  by  serving  the  same  personally,  or 
by  serving  the  same  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the 
twenty.ninih  section  of  this  act,  and  stich  additional  pen- 
alty shall  be  computed  and  recovered  up  to  the  time  of  the 
trial  of  any  suit  for  the  recovery  thereof,  and  in  case  such 
violation  shall  conCinue  after  the  trial  of  such  suit,  such 
continuing  additional  penalty  computing  from  the  time  of 
s«ch  trial,  may  be  recovered  in  any  other  suit  or  suits  to  be 
brought  by  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of  New  York  for 
that  purpoae. 

§  4.  Sections  ten  and  fourteen  of  the  said  last  mentioned 
act  are  hereby  revived  • 

§  6.  This  act  shall  take  eflfect  immediately. 
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State  of  New  York, 
Secretary's  Office.     (      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 


Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at 
[l.  S.J  the  city  of  Albany,  this  nineteenth  day  of 

April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 


AN    ACT 

in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  and  term  of 
office  of  the  receiver  and  deputy  receiver  of 
taxes  of  the  city  of  new  york. 

Passed,  April  11,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Kew  York,  represented  m  Senaie 

» 

and  Asseniblyy  do  enact  as  follows  : 

Sec  1.  The  Deputy  Receiver  of  Taxes  for  said  city 
shall  be  appointed  in  like  manner  as  is  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  the  Receiver  of  Taxes  in  section  twenty  of 
the  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  New  York,"  passed  April  2d,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine. 
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^  2.  The  term  of  office  of  the  said  Receiver  and  Deputy 
diaUeoDtinue  to  be  for  the  terra  of  four  years. 

§  3.  The  appointment  of  said  Receiver  and  Deputy 
shall  be  made  on  or  before  the  thirty-first  day  of  Decem- 
ber preceding  the  expiration  of  their  respective  terms  of 
office. 

Secretary's  Office,  ) 
State  of  Jfew  York.    \    I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  the  city 

fL.  S.J      of  Albany,  this  twenty-first  day  of  April,  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dtp.  Sec.  of  State, 


AN  ACT 

to  remove  certain  papers  relating  to  the  city  of  new 
york,  from  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
appeals,  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  new  york. 

Passed  April  12,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York,  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall,  within 
twenty  days  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  transfer  and 

2 
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deliver  all  records,  documents,  and  papers,  now  id  his  cus- 
tody, relating  to  the  opening,  widening,  altering, extending, 
or  improving  streets,  roads,  avenues,  public  squares,  or 
public  places,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York. 

§  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  ,York,  to  procure  the  said  records,  docu- 
ments and  papers,  and  deposit  them  in  his  office  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  to  arrange  the  same  for  convenient 
reference. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office     )      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

thnt  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  at 
[l.  s.]     the   city  of  Albany,  this   twenty-first  day  of 
April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

to  lay  out  a  new  stbeet  from  the  tenth  avenue  to 
eighty-sixth  street,  in  the  city  of  new  york,  and 
to  keep  open  a  part  of  the  bloomingoale  road  for 
that  purpose. 

Passed  April  16,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly^  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  All  that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying 
and  beiij^  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  bounded  and  des- 
cribed OS  follows,  that  is  to  say  :  Beginning  at  a  point  in 
the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue,  distant  eighty- 
seven  feet  nine  inches  northerly  from  the  northerly  line  or 
side  of  Seventy-first  street,  and  running  thence  northerly 
one  hundred  and  twenty -one  feet  nine  inches  to  a  point  in 
the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-second  street,  distant 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet  five  inches  easterly  from 
the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  thence  north- 
erly one  hundred  and  four  feet  seven  inches  to  a  point  in 
the  northerly  line  of  Seventy-second  street,  distant  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  ten  inches  easterly  from  the 
easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  ihence  northerly 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet  eight  inches,  to  a  point  in 
the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy. third  street,  distant  six 
hundred  and  seventy-one  feet  easterly  from  the  easterly 
line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  thence  northerly  sixty- 
two  feet  nine  inches  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side 
of  Seventy-third  street,  distant  six  hundred  and  fifty-three 
feet  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  the  Eleventh 
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avenue ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet 
eight  inches  to  a  point  in  the  ^utherly  line  or  side  of 
Seventy-fourth  street,  distant  five  hundred  and  ninety  feet 
five  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh 
avenue ;  thence  northerly  sixty-two  feet  nine  inches  to  a 
point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-fourth  street, 
distant  five  hundred  and  ninety  feet  five  inches,  easterly 
from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  thence 
northerly  sixty-two  feet  nine  inches  to  a  point  in  the 
northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-fourth  street,  distant  five 
hundred  and  seventy-two  feet  one  inch  easterly  from  the 
easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly 
two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet  eight  inches  to  a  point  in  the 
southerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy^fifth  street,  distant  five 
hundred  and  nine  feet  seven  inches,  easterly  from  the  east- 
erly line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  t^ienee  northerly 
sixty  feet  five  inches  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or 
side  of  Seventy-fifth  street,  distant  five  hundred  and  two 
feet  nine  inches,  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of 
the  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and 
five  feet  seven  inches  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or 
side  of  Seventy -sixth  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-nine feet  seven  inches,  easterly  from  the  eatteriy  line 
or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  sixty-five 
feet  eight  inches  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of 
Seveuty-sixth  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  fiflty.three 
feet,  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh 
avenue  ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and  twenty^three 
feel  five  inches  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Sev- 
enty-seventh street,  distant  three  hundred  and  sixty «^two  feet 
six  inches,  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Elev- ' 
enth  avenue ;  thence  northerly  sixty-five  feet  eight  inches 
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to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-seventh 
ftreet,  distant  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  feet  easterly 
from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  thence 
northerly  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  feet  five  inches 
to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-eighth 
street,  distant  two  hundred  and  forty-five  feet  seven  inches, 
easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ; 
thence  northerly  sixty  feet  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line 
or  side  of  Seventy-eighth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and 
forty-six  feet  two  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or 
side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred 
and  four  feet  four  inches  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or 
side  of  Seventy-ninth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  feet  four  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side 
of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  one  hundred  feet  to  a 
point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-ninth  street, 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  feet  four  inches  easterly  from  the 
easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly 
two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inches,to  a  point  in  the  south- 
erly line  or9ideof  Eightieth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  feet  six  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or 
side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  sixty  feet, 
to  a  point  on  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eightieth  street, 
distant  two  hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  one  inch  easterly 
from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence 
northerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inches,  to  a  point  , 
in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-first  street,  distant 
two  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  three  inches  easterly  from 
the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  north- 
erly sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of 
Eighty-first  street,  distant  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet 
ten  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Elev 
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enth  avenue;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet 
four  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  tide  of  Eigh- 
ty-second street,  distant  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  feet 
easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue; 
thence  northerly  sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line 
or  side  of  Eighty-second  street,  distant  two  hundred  and 
fifty -seven  feet  seven  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line 
or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  two  hun- 
dred and  four  feet  four  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  south* 
eriy  line  or  side  of  Eighty-third  street,  distant  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  feet  nine  inches  easterly  from  the 
easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue  ;  thence  northerly 
sixty  fe.t,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eigh- 
ty-third street,  distant  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet  four 
inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh 
avenue  ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet  four 
inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty- 
fourth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  seven 
inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh 
avenue  ;  thence  northerly  sixty -one  feet,  to  a  point  in  the 
northerlj^  line  or  side  of  Eighty-fourth  street,  distant  two 
hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  ten  inches  easterly  from  the 
easterly  line  or  side  of  Eleventh  avenue;  thence  northerly 
two  hundred  and  seven  feet  eleven  inches,  to  a  point  in  the 
southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-fifth  street,  distant  three 
hundred  and  twelve  feet  one  inch  easterly  from  the  east- 
,  erIy  side  or  line  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly 
sixty-one  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of 
Eighty-fifth  street,  distant  three  hundred  anc^  twenty-three 
feet  four  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line  or  side  of 
Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  northerly  two  hundred  and  seven 
feet  eleven  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or 
side  of  Eighty-sixth  street,  distant  three  hundred    and 
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ozty-one  feet  seven  inches  easterly  from  the  easterly  line 
or  iiide  of  Eleventh  avenue ;  thence  easterly  along  the 
toQtherly  line  or  side  of  £ighty*sixth  street,  to  a  point  io  said 
southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-sixth  street,  distant  three 
hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  two  inches  westerly  from  the 
westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence  south- 
erly two  hundred  and  seven  feet  eleven  inches,  to  a 
point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-fifth  street, 
distant  four  hundred  feet  five  inches  westerly  from  the 
westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence  southerly 
sixty-one  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of 
Eighty-fifth  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  eleven  feet 
eight  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth 
avenue ;  thence  southerly  two  hundred  and  seven  feet 
eleven  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of 
E^hty-fourth  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  forty-nine 
feet  eleven  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side 
of  Tenth  avenue;  thence  southerly  sixty-one  feet,  to  a 
point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-fourth  street, 
distant  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  five  inches  westerly 
froni  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue;  thence 
southerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inches,  to  a  point 
in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-third  street,  distant 
four  hundred  and  sixty-four  feet  eight  inches  westerly  from 
the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence  southerly 
sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty- 
third  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  three 
inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  ave- 
nue; thence  southerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inches, 
to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty-second 
street,  distant  four  hundred  and  sixty  seven  feet  five  inches, 
westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ; 
thence  southerly  sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line 
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or  nde  of  Eighty-second  street,  dtttant  four  hnndred  and 
sixty -eight  feet  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  ^ ' 
Tenth  avenue  ;  thence  southerly  tmo  hundred  and  four  fe^ 
four  inches,  toa  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Eighty*-^ 
first  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  seventy  feet  two  inches 
westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ; 
thence  southerly  sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line 
or  side  of  Eighty-first  street,  distant  four  hundred  and 
seventy  feet  nine  inches,  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or 
side  of  Tenth  avenue  ;  thence  southerly  two  hundred  and 
four  feet  four  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or 
side  of  Eightieth  street,  distant  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  feet  eleven  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or 
side  of  Tenth  avenue  ;  thence  southerly  sixty  feet,  to  a 
point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Eightieth  street,  dis- 
tant four  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  six  inches  west- 
erly from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence 
southerly  two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inehes,  to  a  point 
in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-ninth  street, 
distant  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  eight  inches 
westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ; 
thence  southerly  one  hundred  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  south- 
erly line  or  side  of  Seventy-ninth  street,  distant  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy -six  feet  eight  inches  westerly  from  the 
westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence  southerly 
two  hundred  and  four  feet  four  inches,  to  a  point  in  the 
northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-eighth  street,  distant  four 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet  ten  inches  westerly  from 
the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence  souther- 
ly sixty  feet,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of 
Seventy-eighth  street,  distant  four  hnndred  and  nineteen 
feet  five  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of 
Tenth  avenue ;  thence  sontherly  two  hnndred  and  twenty* 
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|ee  feet  five  iaches,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or 
te  of  Seventy-eighth  street*,  distant  three  hnndred  and 
^r  f(jjhty-two     feet    westerly    from    the    westerly    line    or 
le  of   Tenth  avenue  ;  thence   southerly    sixty-five  feet 
;ht  inches,  to   a  point  in  the   southerly  line   or  side  of 
jventy-sevenlh  street,  distant  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
?t  six  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of 
Tenth  avenue;  thence  southerly  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
iree  feet  five  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  northerly   line  or 
Rde  of  Seventy-sixth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and  sixty 
4?e  feet  westerly  from  the  westerly   line  or  side  of  Tenth 
avenue  ;  thence  southerly  sixty-five  feet  eight  inches,  to  a 
point  in  the  southerly  line  of  Seventy-sixth  street,  distant 
two  hundred   ond  forty-four  feet  eleven   inches  westerly 
from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue ;  thence 
southerly    two  hundred   and   five  feet  seven  inches,  to  a 
point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-fifth  street, 
distant  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet  nine  inches  west- 
erly from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue  ;  thence 
southerly  sixty  feet  five  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly 
line  or  side  of  Seventy-fifth  street,  distant  two  hundred  and 
twehe  feet  westerly  from  the  westerly  Ijne  or  side  of  Tenth 
avenue  ;  thence  southerly  two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet 
eight,  inches,    to  a   point  in  the  northerly    line   or  side 
of  Seventy-fourth  street,  distant  one  hundred  and   forty- 
nine  feet  six  inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side 
of  Tenth  avenue ;    thence  southerly  sixty-two   feet  nine 
inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy- 
fourth  street,  distant  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  feet  two 
inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth 
avenue ;  thence  8<)utherly  two  hundred  and  thirteen  feet, 
to  a  point  in  the  northerly  line  or  side  of  Seventy-third 
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Street,  distant  sixty  eight  feet  seireD  inches  yresterly  from 
{he  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth  avenue  ;  thence  southerly 
sixty -two  feet  nine  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  southerly  line 
or  side  of  Seventy. third  street,  distant  fifty  feet  three 
inches  westerly  from  the  westerly  line  or  side  of  Tenth 
avenue ;  thence  southerly  one  hundred  and  seventy -two 
feet  two  inches,  to  a  point  in  the  westerly  line  or  side  of 
Tenth  avenue,  distant  southerly  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  feet  four  inches  from  the  southerly  line  or  side  of 
Seventy-third  street;  thence  along  said  westerly  line  or 
side  of  Tenth  avenue,  to  the  point  or  place  of  beginning ; 
is  hereby  declared  for  all  legal  purposes  to  be  one  of  the 
streets  of  the  said  city,  in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  had 
been  so  laid  out  by  the  commissioners  appointed  in  and  by 
the  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  relative  to  improvements  touch- 
ing the  laying  out  of  Streets  and  Roads  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  for  other  purposes."    Passed  April  3,  1807. 

§2.  The  said  street  shall  be  known  by  such  name  as 
the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  may  here- 
after determine  for  the  same. 

§  3.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 

Secretary's  Office.     J      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law,  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  hereby 

certify  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom  and 

of  the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  oflSce, 

at  the  city  of  Albany,   this  twenty- 

[l.  S.J  fourth  day   of -April,  one    thousand 

eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 

Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

IN  RELATION  TO  THE  JUSTICES'  COUBTS  IN  THE  CITT  OF  NEW 
TORE. 

Passed  April  17,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  of  Jfew  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  •Assembly,  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  The  clerk  of  each  of  the  justices'  courts,  in  the  city 
q|  New  York,  by  virtue  of  his  office  shall  have  power  to 
take  affidavits  and  to  administer  oaths  in  said  city,  with  the 
Uke  effect  as  if  he  was  a  clerk  of  a  court  of  record. 

§  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 

State  of  New  York,  ) 
Secretary's  Office.     \      I  certify  that  I  have  compared 

the  foregoing  wiih  an  original  law,  on  file  in  this  office, 

and  that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of 

the  whole  of  said  original. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 

[l.  s.J     the  city  of  Albany,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of 

April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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AN  ACT 

To  AMEND  THE  ACT  ENTITLED  "  AN  ACT  RELATING  TO  THE 
HARBOR  MASTERS  OF  THE  PORT  OF  NEW  YORK,''  PASSED 
MARCH  16,  1850. 

Passed  April  17,  1851. 

The  People  of  the  State  ofJVew  York^  represented  in  Senate 
and  Assembly  y  do  enact  as  follows  : 

§  1.  That  nothing  contained  in  so  much  of  the  act  enti- 
tled ^^  An  act  relating  to  the  Harbor  Masters  of  the  port  of 
New  York,  passed  March  16,  1850,"  shall  be  so  construed 
as  to  invest  thein  with  any  power  or  authority  respecting 
vessels  which  shall  lie  at  or  within  any  of  the  wharves, 
docks  or  slips,  belonging  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

§  2»  This  act  shall  take  effect  immediately. 


RK,  ^ 


State  of  New  York, 

Secretary's  Office.     J      I  have  compared  the  preceding 

with  the  original  law  on  file  in  this  office,  and  do  certify 

that  the  same  is  a  correct  transcript  therefrom,  and  of  the 

whole  of  said  original. 


Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at 
[l.  s.J     the  city  of  Albany,  this  twenty-third  day  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

A.  G.  JOHNSON, 
Dep.  Sec.  of  State. 
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BOAED    OF  ALDERMEN, 


MAY  19.  1861. 


Tbe  following  report  of  ibe  Committee  on  Ordinances,  wiili 
an  ordinance  revising  and  amending  the  laws  relating  (p 
carts  and  cartmen,  public  porters  and  hand-cartmen,  was 
received,  laid  upon  tbe  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk 


The  Committee  on  Ordinances,  to  which  was  referred  tbe 
annexed  petition  of  Wm.  L.  Puhz  and  others,  cartinen  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  to  have  the  ordinances  relative  to 
carts  and  cartraen,  amended,  and  also  the  annexed  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  rates  of  cartage,  &c.,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  after  several  meetings  and  a  considerable  deal  of  dis- 
cussion on  the  subject,  it  has  become  satisfied  that  all  the 
laws  and  ordinances  in  force  relating  to  carts  and  cartmen, 
public  porters  and  band-carunen,  might  with  much  bene£t 
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to  cartroen  nnd  others  be  revised,  and  that  the  present  is  the 
fitting  occnsioQ  to  carry  suoh  ref isipo*^  ifta  i^Tect.  Your 
Committee  has  therefore  prepared  the  annexed  ordinance 
as  a  revision  of  all  the  laws  oa  the  subject,  and  recommend 
that  it  be  adopted. 

OSCAR  W.  STURTEVANt, )  Comiii<tt« 
H.SHAW,  >  an 

ROBT.  T.  HAWS5  )  Ordinances. 


AN  ORDINANCE 

FOU  THB  LICENSXW O,  AVD  OTHftEWArS  MEQVhATVX^  TBC  VSI 
AND  EMPLOYMENT  OF  CARTS  AND  CARTMEN,  DIRT  CARTS 
AND  DIRT  CARTMfiN,  AND  POBLIC  PORTERS,  AND  FOR  THB 
PRESERVING  OF  GOOD  ORDER  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  MayoTj  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of 
JVVti9  Torkj  in  Common  Council  convened,  dd  ordain  at 
follows : 

^  1.  Every  cart,  truck,  wagon,  dray  or  other  vehiclei 
drawn  by  one  or  more  horses  or  oiher  animabjwhich  shall 
be  kept,  used,  driven  or  employed  for  the  transportation  or 
convpyance  of  any  thing  whatsoever,  from  place  to  place, 
within  the  city  of  New  York,  for  hire,  wages  or  pay  for 
such  tmnsporiation,  shall  be  deemed  a  ^^  public  cart" 
within  the  meaning  of  this  ordinance ;  and  every  person 
who  shall  set  up,  or  so  keep,  use,  drive  or  employ  any 
such  public  carty  without  first  obtaining  license  therefor 
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flrom  the  Mayor  of  ndd  city^  as  is  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  be  deeitned  guilty  of  a  violation  of  ihis  ordinance. 

§  2,  The  Mayor  shall  from  time  to  time  license  and  ap- 
point so  many  and  such  persons  as  he  may  think  proper^ 
to  set  up  and  keep  public  carts  in  said  city,  provided  that 
no  one  person  shall  be  so  licensed  to  keep  more  than  three 
such  public  carts.  And  he  shall  also  license  so  many  and 
such  persons  as  he  may  think  proper  to  be  public  cartmen 
of  said  city,  and  he  may  revoke  or  suspend  any  or  all  of 
such  licenses  at  his  pleasure ;  all  persons  licensed,  as  afore- 
said, to  keep  public  carts,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  public 
cartmen  within  the  meaning  of  this  ordinance.  But  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  receive  or  to  hold  a 
license  to  keep  public  carts  or  to  be  public  cartmen,  unless 
he  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  has  a  family,  and 
resides  with  his  family  in  said  city,  or,  if  not  having  a 
family,  shall  have  resided  himself  therein  during  the  six 
months  preceding,  and  is  the  actual  owner  of  the  cart  or 
carls,  with  good  horses  therefor,  so  licensed  to  be  kept  as 
public  carts,  and  the  Mayor  may  examine,  under  oath,  all 
persons  applying  for  or  holding  any  such  license  or  the 
renewal  thereof,  touching  their  qualifications,  as  aforesaid, 
and  all  licenses  other  than  to  persons  so  qualified,  shall  be 
void. 

§  3.  The  Mayor  shall  require  and  receive  for  the  use  of 
the  city,  from  every  person  to  whom  he  may  grant  license 
to  keep  public  carts,  as  aforesaid,  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  for  every  cart  so  licensed ;  and  from  every  person 
licensed,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  a  public  cartmen,  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,  and  fifty  cents  for  the  license  for  each  cart 
and  public  cartman  renewed,  as  hereinafter  provided. 
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§  4.  All  licenses  to  persons  to  keep  public  cflrts  and  to 
be  public  cartmen,  shall  expire  on  the  last  day  of  October 
next  after  the  date  (hereof;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
Mayor  lo  renew  and  continue  any  or  all  of  such  licenses 
for  a  year  succeeding  such  last  day  of  October  ;  provided 
that  the  applicant  iherefor  continues  in  all  things  qualified, 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  to  hold  such  license,  and  the  ap- 
plication be  made  therefor  prior  to  the  expiration  thereof, 
at  such  time  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor. 

§  5.  No  public  cart  shall  be  driven  or  used  within  said 
city,  except  by  a  duly  licensed  public  cartman ;  and  the 
person  to  whom  licenses  is  granted  to  keep  and  use  a 
public  cart,  shall  for  all  the  purposes  of  this  ordinance  be 
considered  the  owner  thereof,  and  responsible  for  alt  articles 
entrusted  to,  and  for  tlie  conduct  of  the  driver  thereof,  and 
liable  to  all  forfeiting,  penalties  and  punishments  herein 
contained  or  provided. 

§  6.  Every  public  cart  shall  have  fairly  painted  on  the 
outside  of  the  square  of  the  after  part  of  the  shaft,  or  on 
some  other  conspicuous  place,  on  each  side,  with  black 
paint  on  a  white  ground,  so  as  to  be  easily  seen,  the  num- 
ber of  the  license  therefor,  in  plain  figures  of  at  least  two 
and  a  half  inches  in  length  ;  and  the  driving  or  using  of  a 
public  carl  without  being  so  numbered,  shall  be  deemed  a 
violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  7.  Every  person  licensed  as  aforesaid  to  keep  a  public 
cart,  upon  failing  to  renew  the  license  for,  or  disposing  of, 
or  parting  with  the  same,  shall  deface,  remove  and  oblite- 
rate the  license  number  therefrom;  and  failing  or  neglect- 
ing to  do  so,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  violation  of  this  ordi- 
nance. 
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§  8.  Every  person  upon  receiving  a  license  to  keep  a 
public  cart,  or  to  be  a  public  cartman,  shall  report  bis  resi- 
dence to  the  Mayor,  and  upon  changing  his  residence  shall 
in  like  manner  report  his  new  residence,  and  the  failing  or 
neglecting  to  do  so,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  violation  of 
ibis  ordinance. 

§  9.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  other  than  a 
public  cartman,  to  keep,  use,  drive  or  employ  any  cart 
or  other  vehicle  with  numbers  or  figures  thereon  similar  to, 
or  resembling  the  numbers  on  public  cart ;  or  for  any  per- 
son  licensed  to  keep  public  carts,  to  place  or  have  any  num- 
ber for  which  he  may  have  received  license  on  more  than 
one  cart,  or  to  use  more  carts  as  public  carts  than  he  may 
have  received  license  for. 

§  10.  The  Mayor  may  assign  to  the  owner  of  each  duly 
licensed  public  cart,  a  stand  where  such  cart  may  stand 
waiting  to  be  employed  ;  and  also,  a  stand  where  it  may 
remain  at  other  times,  provided  that  no  such  stand  shall  be 
assigned  for  a  cart  to  remain  at  such  other  times,  in  front  of 
the  premises  of  any  other  person  other  than  the  owner  of 
snch  cnrt,  against  the  wishes  of  the  occupant  thereof;  and 
provided  further,  that  carts  shall  not  be  permitted  to  so 
stand  two  abreast  in  any  of  the  streets ;  and  every  public 
cartman  who  shall  permit  his  cart  to  stand  loaded,  or  wait* 
ing  for  employment,  or  to  remain  at  other  times  at  any 
place  other  than  the  one  so  assigned  for  such  cart,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  11.  The  Mayor  and  the  several  officers  and  members 
of  the  Police  Department,  shall  have  power  and  authority 
to  order  the  driver  or  other  person  having  dutige  of  any 
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public  cart,  or  any  other  Tohicle,  lo  mnove  0nch  cart  or 
other  vehicle  away  from  any  place  in  any  of  the  streeti, 
or  on  any  of  the  wharft  or  docks  of  said  city,  which  in  hit 
or  their  opinion,  may  be  improperly  enciimhering*  each 
street  or  wharf,  or  obstractinp  or  impediDg^the  public  travel, 
and  any  and  every  person  neglecting  or  refnsiii|^  lo  comply 
with  or  obey  any  such  order,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  person  driving  or 
having  charge  of  a  public  cart  to  give  to  any  person  re- 
questing it,  his  name  and  place  of  residence,  his  number, 
and  the  number  of  the  cart  he  is  driving  or  in  charge  of, 
and  the  r.i  ne  and  place  of  residence  of  the  owner  thereof, 
and  the  refusal  to  do  so  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  this 
ordinance  • 

§  13.  If  any  accident  or  injury  shall  happen  to  aqy  per- 
son, or  any  carriage,  vehicle  or  other  thing,  by  reatoo  of 
coming  in  contact  with  any  public  cart,  or  other  cart,  or 
vehicle,  or  the  horse  and  horses  attached  thereto,  or  any 
thing  loaded  thereon,  while  the  same  is  moviiig,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  person  driving  or  having  charge  of  the 
same,  to  immediately  stop,  and  if  necessary,  render  his  aa- 
sistance,  and  to  give  his  name  and  residence,  and  to  five 
the  number  of  the  cart  or  other  vehicle  he  waA  driving,  and 
the  name  and  residence  of  the  owner  thereof,  imder  the 
penalty  of  fifty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  from  tbo  driver,  or 
owner  of  any  such  cart  or  other  vehicle. 

^  14.  It  ehall  not  be  lawful  for  any  public  cartmao,  or 
far  asy  penoa  driving  or  having  charge  of  any  puUie  can 
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^  any  olber  cigrt,  wagfon,  or  other  Yohiclt)  to  drivo  or 
book  atijr  aueh  public  cart,  or  any  othor  yobiclo,  on  to  tbo 
lide-walkf  or  aoy  of  th^  streets  of  said  city^  6r  to  stop  any 
such  cart,  or  ally  other  tehicle^  on  any  of  the  croas^walkSy 
or  intersections  of  streets^  so  as  to  obstrilot  or  hinder  the 
travel  along  such  cross-walks  or  ioterseetiona  of  streets,  or 
to  place  any  such  carts  or  other  vehicles  cross^-wise  of  any 
siceet  or  wharf  of  said  city,  etcept  to  load  thereon^  or  un- 
load Uierefroin  articles  of  greater  weight  each  than  two 
hundred  pounds^  but  in  no  ease  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any 
person  to  permit  such  cart  or  any  other  vehicle  to  remain 
ao  cross-wise  of  any  street  for  a  longer  period  than  may  be 
actually  necessary  for  such  purpose,  and  not  to  exceed  five 
minutes. 

§  15.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  cart^  wagon,.  eoach» 
public  cart,  or  any  other  vehicle,  to  be  driven  through  any 
of  the  streets  of  the  city  of  New  York  at  a  greater  speed 
than  six  miles  on  hour,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  such 
Vehicle  to  be  driven  around  the  cbrner  of  any  of  the  streets 
of  said  city  with  the  h6rse  or  horses  thereto  travelling 
at  a  faster  gait  than  a  walk,  and  all  and  every  such  public 
c«rts  and  all  other  vehicles,  when  passing  through  or  along 
any  of  the  streets  of  said  city,  shall,  when  meeting  any 
other  vehicle,  be  driven  to  the  right  band  side  of  the  way, 
so  that  such  vehicles  shall  pass*  clear  of  each  other,  and  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  such  public  cart,  carriu.:re,  or  any 
6thcr  vehicle  with  horse  or  horses  attached  thereto,  to  be 
driven  foul  of  or  against  any  persons'  vehicle,  or  any  other 
thing  whatever  in  any  of  the  streets,  or  on  any  of  the  docks 
or  wharves  in  said  city. 

§  16.  Every  cart  or  other  vehicle  used  to  convey  or 
transport  dirt,  manure,  sand,  gr&vel^  mvd«  asbes^  liife, 
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garbage,  or  other  loose  materials,  in  any  of  the  ttreeCf  of 
said  city,  shall  be  fitted  with  a  good  and  substantial  tight 
box  thereon,  the  sides  of  which  shall  be  twenty-four  inches, 
and  the  tail-board  eighteen  inches  high,  so  that  no  portion 
of  such  dirt,  sand,  or  other  loose  material  be  scattered  or 
thrown  into  any  of  said  streets ;  and  all  carts  or  other  vehi- 
cles when  used  in  carting  slacked  lime,  garbage,  or  ashes, 
shall  have  the  box  thereof  closely  covered  with  a  suflScient 
covering  of  cloth,  or  boards  closely  fitted,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  escape  or  flying  about  of  any  of  the  contents,  or  efflnvia 
therefrom  ;  and  every  person  using  any  cart  or  other  vehi* 
cle,  for  any  such  purpose,  without  being  so  fitted,  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  17.  The  prices  or  rates  to  be  taken  or  charged  for  the 
loading,  transportation,  and  unloading  of  goods,  wares  or 
other  articles,  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit : 

Oils,  molasses,  liquors,  and  all  wet  casks  containing  less 

than  25  gallons,  for  every  lood $0  30 

or  25  gallons  and  under  50  gallons,  for  every  4.  •  •  •  35 

Of  50      "       and  under  90,      "      for  every  2...  40 

Of  90      "      and  under  150      "      for  each  1 . . . .  45 

Of  150    "      and  upwards,  for  every  100  gallons. .  50 
Sugar,  tobacco,  copperas,  and  all  dry  casks,  of 

under  1000  lbs.  weight,  for  every  load •  30 

Of  1000  lbs.  and  under  1500  lbs.,  each 40 

Of  1500         "                2000        "         50 

Of  2000         "      upwards  for  every  100  less 03 

And  other  ponderous  articles  of  1000  lbs,  and 
upwards,  at  the  same  rate. 

Hay  loose,  per  load 1  00 

Bricks,  when  bandied  and  piled,  per  load 40 

Hooppoles  loose,  per  load... 50 
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Timb;r  and  luiober,  per  Ioad«... , »•  35 

Ueinp  loose,  for  every  1200  lbs 50 

Beef  ami  pork,  for  every  5  barrels 30 

Olives^  sheep  and  lambs,  per  load •  •  •  35 

Coal,  per  ton.. • 50 

.,    ^'    per  half  cbaldroja 35 

CoUoOy.for  every  3  bales 30 

£artheDware  loose,  per  load *•  •  • 40 

Oil  f  oor-clotbs,  in  boxes  or  rolls  of  less  than  100 

feet  in  length,  per  load.  •  • 30 

Of  10  feet  and  less  than  15  feet  in  length,  each...,  30 

Of  15  feet,  and  less  than  20  feet  in  length,  each. ..  50 

Of  20            "            "24            "             65 

Of  24  feet  and  upwards,  as  raay  be  agreed  on 

Plaster  of  Paris  loose,  per  ton 65 

Salt,  for  every  20  bushels 30 

Cut  stone,  per  load « 35 

Slates  or  tiles,  per  load 35 

Household  furniture  loose,  per  load 40 

For  loading,  unloading  and  housing  furniture,  in 

the  removal  of  families,  extra  per  load 50 

Bedsteads  tied  up,  chests,  trunks  and  boxes,  per 

load 30 

Cassia  in  mats,  per  100  mats 25 

Anchors  of  under  300  lbs.  weight,  per  load 30 

'^          of  300  weight  and  upwards,  per  100  lbs.  10 

Chain  cables,  of  under  1000  weight,  per  load. .  •  40 

"         of  1000  weight  and  upwards,  per  100  lbs  05 

Iron,  hollow  ware,  per  load 35 

^'     and  steel,  per  load .* 40 

Fish  dry,  per  load • 60 

And  for  every  load  of  goods,  wares,  merchandise 

or  things  not  enumerated •  • •  •.  30 

2 


Dec.  No.  32.)  6S0 

Provided  that  when  the  distance  exceeds  half  a  mile,  and 
is  within  a  mile,  one  third  more  shall  be  added  ttf  the  above 
rates  and  prices,  and  in  the  same  proportion  for  any  greater 
distance.  And  if  any  public  cartman  shall  ask,  demand,  re- 
ceive, take,  exact  or  extort  any  greater  rate,  price,  pay  or 
compensation,  for  carting  or  transporting  any  article  or 
thing  whatsoever,  than  is  mentioned,  allowed,  ezpresKd 
and  limited,  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  him  to 
receive  any  compensation  for  the  said  carting  or  transpor- 
tation, and  the  such  asking  or  receiving  shall  be  deemed  a 
violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  18.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  public  cartmnn  to 
neglect  or  refuse  lo  carry  and  transport  a  good  and  suffi- 
cient load,  as  much  as  can  be  conveniently  and  safely 
stowed  on  his  carl,  or  is  reasonable  for  one  horse  to  draw, 
nor  any  article  of  less  than  2000  pounds  weight,  when  re- 
quired so  to  do,  unless  he  be  then  actually  otherwise  em- 
ployed ;  and  every  public  cartman  and  public  porter  shall 
be  eniiiled  to  be  paid  the  legal  rate  or  compensation  allow- 
ed and  provided  in  this  ordinance,  immediately  upon  the 
carting  or  transportation  of  any  article  or  thing,  and  it 
may  be  lawful  for  any  such  public  cartman  or  public 
porter,  lo  retain  any  article  or  thing  so  carted  or  transport- 
ed by  him,  for  which  he  is  not  so  paid  his  cartage,  and  to 
convey  the  same  without  delay  to  the  office  of  the  Chief 
of  Police,  and  he  shall  be  entitled  to  the  lawful  rate  of  pay 
or  compensation  for  the  so  conveying.  All  disputes  or  dis- 
agreements as  to  distance  or  rates  of  compensation,  between 
public  cartmen  or  public  porters,  and  persons  employing 
or  owing  them  for  cartage  or  transportation  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Mayor. 
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§  19.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  public  carimen,  or 
any  other  person,  to  cart  or  transport  through  any  of  the 
ttreets  of  said  city,  any  poles,  plank,  spars,  timber  or  other 
thing  exceeding  thirty  feet  in  length,  except  on  a  suitable 
truck  or  other  vehicle,  and  such  plank  or  other  thing  be 
placed  lengthwise  thereon,  so  as  not  to  project  at  either  end 
beyond  the  line  of  the  side  width  of  such  truck  or  other 
vehicle ;  and  all  persons  so  carting  or  transporting  any 
such  poles,  plank,  timber,  spars  or  other  things,  in  any 
other  manner,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this 
article. 

§  20.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  driver  or  other  per- 
son having  charge  of  any  public  cart,  dirt  cart,  or  any  other 
vehicle,  to  be  off,  or  away  from  any  such  cart,  or  any  other 
vehicle,  while  the  same  is  moving  or  passing  along  any  of 
ttie  streets  or  avenues  of  said  city,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful 
for  any  public  cartman,  while  waiting  for  employment  at 
any  place  assigned  for  his  cart,  to  stand  waiting  for  em- 
ployment, or  at  any  other  place,  to  snap  or  flourish  his 
whip,  or  to  be  away  fronr*  his  cart,  unless  from  necessity  or 
on  businj3''}  or  to  set  or  stand  about  the  door  steps  or  plat- 
forms, in  front  of  any  house,  store  or  other  building,  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  occupants  thereof. 

§  21 .  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person,  who  has 
been  licensed  to  keep  public  carts,  or  to  be  a  public  cartman, 
and  whose  license  has  been  suspended  or  revoked  by  the 
Mayor,  to  keep,  drive  or  use  any  public  cart  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty-five  dollars  for 
every  such  offence. 

§  22.  The  stanchions  of  every  public  cart  employed  in 
the  transportation  of  any  fire- wood,  shall  be  shouldered 
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with  a  band  of  iixm  around  the  part  whicK  enters  the 
mortice,  nnd  the  mortice  cased  with  iroti  so  as  to  prevent 
the  wearing  of  the  stanchion  or  mortice ;  and  at  least  three 
feet  distant  from  the  floor  of  the  cart,  there  shall  be  fixed 
across  from  one  stanchion  to  the  other  an* iron  chain,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  stanchions  from  spreading,  and  no  pnbh'c 
cartman  shall  cart  any  fire-ivood  in  violation  of  any  of 
these  provisions. 

§  23|  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  keep,  drive 
use  or  employ,  any  cart,  wagon,  truck,  dray  or  other 
vehicle,  other  than  such  as  are  licensed  as  herein  provided, 
for  the  transportation  or  conveyance  of  any  article  or  thing 
from  place  to  place  in  the  city  of  New  York,  unless  the 
name  nnd  residence  or  place  of  business,  where  such  owner 
can  be  found,  of  the  owner  thereof  be  registered  in  a  book 
or  register  to  be  kept  by  '  the  Mayor  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  letter  R  and  the  register  number  of  such  cart  or  other 
vehicle,  be  fairly  and  distinctly  painted  with  red  paint,  on 
a  white  ground,  in  plain  letter  and  figures,  at  least  two  nnd 
a  half  inches  long,  in  a  conspicuous  place,  on  both  sides 
of  such  cart  or  other  vehicle,  so  as  at  all  times  to  be  easily 
seen.  The  Mayor  shall  be  paid  for  the  use  of  the  city  one 
dollar  for  every  such  icartor  other  vehicle  so  registered,  and 
twenty-five  cents  for  every  renewal  of  every  such  registry. 
Such  registry  to  be  good  for  one  year  only  from  the  date 
thereof,  and  renewable  previous  to  its  expiration,  for  a 
succeeding  year. 

Any  person  driving  or  u^ing  any  such  cart  or  other 
vehicle,  without  the  same  being  so  registered  nnd  number- 
cd*,  shall  be  deemtd  guilty  of  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 
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DIRT  CARTS. 

§  1 .  The  Mayor  of  the  ciiy  of  New  York,  may  grant 
license  to  such  and  as  many  persons  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  to  keep  and  use  such  number  of  dirt  carts  as  he 
'shall  think  expedient,  to  be  employed  exclusively  in  the 
.'  carting  and  transportation  of  dirt,  sand,  gravel,  clay,  paving 
stones,  ashes,  garbage  and  building  rubbish,  and  revoke 
or  suspend  any  or  all  such  licenses,  at  his  pleasure  ;  and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  drive  or  use  any  cart, 
wagon  or  other  vehicle,  for  the  transportation  of  any  such 
dirt,  sand,  gravel,  clay,  paving  stones,  ashes,  garbage  or 
building  rubbish  within  the  city  of  New  York,  for  hire, 
wages  or  pay,  for  such  transportation,  unless  the  said  cart 
or  other  vehicle  be  licensed  as  aforesaid.  Provided  ihat 
nothing  herein  shall  prevent  any  person  licensed  as  a  pub- 
lic cartman,  or  to  keep  public  carts,  from  driving  or  using 
any  such  public  cart  in  the  carting  and  transporting  of  any 
such  sand,  gravel,  clay,  paving  stones,  ashes,  garbage  or 
building  rubbish,  the  same  as  if  they  were  licensed  as  dirt 
carts.  This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  permit 
any  dirt  cart  to  be  used  in  the  transportation  for  hire, 
wages  or  pay,  of  any  article  or  thing  whatsoever,  other 
than  is  herein  specified. 

§2.  Every  license  granted  as  aforesaid,  shall  continue  in 
force  for  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  and  may  be  re- 
newed by  the  Mayor  at  any  time  before  the  expiration 
thereof,  for  a  succeeding  year. 

§  3.  Every  person  upon  receiving  a  license  to  keep  and 
nse  one  or  more  dirt  carts,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall 
pay  to  the  Mayor,  for  the  use  of  the  city,  one  dollar  for 
every  cart  so  licensed,  and  the  further  sum  of  twenty-five 
cents  upon  the  renewal  of  the  license  for  every  such  cart. 

§  4.  Every  dirt  cart,  and  every  public  cart  when  used  a^ 
a  dirt  cart,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  good  and  tight  box, 
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the  sides  and  fore  part  of  which  shall  be  two  feet,  and  the 
tail  board  eighteen  inches  high,  and  of  capacity  to  contain 
twelve  cubic  feet ;  and  on  all  dirt  carts  the  letters  D.  C. 
and  the  number  of  the  license  therefor,  shall  be  fairly  and 
distinctly  painted,  with  black  paint  on  a  white  ground,  oa 
the  square  of  the  after  part  of  the  shaft,  on  both  sides,  in 
plain,  legible  letters  and  figures  at  least  two-and-a-half 
inches  long,  so  as  to  be  easily  and  distinctly  seen,  and  so 
continued  ;  and  every  person  driving  or  using  a  dirt  cart 
without  being  so  furnished  and  numbered,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  cf  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  5.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  owner  or  driver  of  any 
dirt  cart  or  any  other  vehicle,  or  for  any  other  person,  to 
use  or  employ,  or  permit  to  be  used  or  employed,  any  such 
dirt  cart  or  any  other  vehicle,  for  the  conveyance  or  remo- 
val of  any  dirt,  sand,  gravel  stones  or  other  thing  from  any 
of  the  streets  or  avenues  or  highways,  or  from  any  lot  <if 
land  or  other  place,  or  to  dump,  deposit  or  leave  any  dirt, 
snnd,  gravel,  rubbish  or  other  thing,  in  any  of  the  streets  or 
highways,  or  on  any  dock  or  wharf,  or  on  any  lot  or  lots  of 
land  within  said  city,  without  being  duly  authorized  or  per- 
mitted so  to  do  by  the  public  officer  or  other  person  compe* 
tent  to  give  such  authority  and  permission. 

All  persons  offending  against  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion, shall  forfeit  and  pay  twenty-five  dollars  for  each 
oflTence. 

PUBLIC  PORTERS. 

§  1.  The  Mayor  shall  license  and  appoint  as  many 
and  such  persons  as  he  may  think  expedient,  to  be  public 
porters  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  revoke  or  suspend 
any  or  all  of  such  licenses  at  his  pleasure  ;  and  it  shall  not 
be  lawful  for  any  person  to  use  any  wheelbarrow  or  hand- 
cart  to  carryi  transport  or  convey  baggage,  goods  or  other 
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tbmgs  from  place  to  place  within  said  city,  for  hire,  wages 
or  pay  for  such  conveyance,  or  to  be  at  any  hotel,  boarding 
bonse,  ferry,  steamboat  landing,  railroad  station  or  depot, 
and  solicit  of  strangers,  travellers,  citizens  or  other  persons, 
or  accept  the  conveyance  of  baggage  or  other  articles,  with- 
out being  licensed  as  aforesaid  by  the  Mayor. 

This  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  prevent  any  person 
keeping  or  employed  in  any  hotel  or  boarding  house,  from 
conveying  any  baggage  or  oiher  articles  to  or  from  snch 
hotel  or  boarding  house,  and  usi.'!g  a  handcart  or  wheel- 
barrow therefor ;  provided  the  name  of  the  hotel  or  board- 
ing house,  and  the  keeper  thereof,  be  painted  distinctly  on 
both  sides  of  such  wheelbarrow  or  handcart,  and  on  a  badge 
worn  on  the  front  of  his  hat  or  cap,  so  as  to  be  easily  and 
distinctly  seen. 

§  2.  All  licenses  to  public  porters,  granted  as  aforesaid, 
shall  run  one  year  from  the  date  thereof,  and  may  be  re- 
newed by  the  Mayor  at  any  time  within  the  same  year,  for 
a  succeeding  year. 

§  3.  Every  person  receiving  a  license  to  be  a  public  por- 
ter, as  aforesaid,  shall  pay  to  the  Mayor,  for  the  use  of  the 
city,  one  dollar,  and  a  further  sum  of  twenty-five  cents 
upon  the  renewal  of  every  such  license. 

§  4,  Every  public  porter  shall  wear,  in  a  conspicuous 
place  about  his  person,  so  as  to  be  easily  seen,  a  brass  plate 
or  badge,  on  which  shall  be  engraved  his  name,  the  words 
"  Public  Porter,"  and  the  number  of  his  license ;  and  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  other  person  to  wear  or  exhibit 
any  badge  purporting  to  be,  resembling  or  similar  to  the 
badge  of  a  public  porter  ;  and  no  public  porter  shall  per- 
mit any  other  person  to  wear  his  badge  or  use  his  name  in 
any  way  whatever,  in  the  transportation  or  conveyance  of 
anything. 

§  6.  Public  porters  shall  be  enutled  to  charge  and  receive 
for  the  carrying  or  conveyance  of  any  article,  any  distance 
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wilhio  half  a  milst  twelve  ceots,  if  carried  by  band,  awki 

■ 

twenty-five  cents,  if  carried  on  a  wbeelbarrow  or  bandcaitig 
if  the  distance  exceed  half  a  mile  and  is  within  a  mile,  OffM, 
half  of  the  above  rates  in  addition  thereto,  and  in  the  samii 
proportion  for  any  greater  distance. 

§  6.  If  any  public  porter  shall  ask  or  demand  any  greateci 
rale  of  pay  or  compensation  for  the  carrying  or  conveyance^ 
of  any  articles  than  is  herein  provided,  he  shall  not 
entitled  to  any  pay  for  the  said  service ;  and  to  so  ask,  de*^ 
mand  or  receive  any  such  greater  pay  or  compensation^^ 
shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  this  ordinance. 

§  7.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  represent] 
himself  as,  or  to  wear  or  exhibit  any  badge,  inscriptionyj 
card  or  device  purporting  or  implying  that  he  is  employed^ 
or  authorized  by  the  keeper,  proprietors,  agent  or  officer  o£|! 
any   hotel,  boarding  house,  vessel,  steamboat  or  railroad 
company^  to  solicit,  receive  or  convey  persons,  baggage  or.i 
other  things  to  or  from  any  such  hotel,  boarding  jiouse,, 
vessel,  steamboat  or  railroad  company's  station  or  depot, ^ 
without  being  actually  and  duly  authorized  by  such  keeper, 
proprietor,  officer  or  agent  so  to  do,  under  the  penalty  of 
twenty-five  dollars  for  every  offence. 

All  persons  who  shall  violate  or  fail  to  comply  with  any, 
of  the  provisions  of  this  ordinance,  shall  be  deemed  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  pun- 
ished, pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  sections  20  and  21  of 
an  act  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  New  York  and  the  criminal  courts  of  said  city, 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 23d,  1833— or  in  lieu  thereof,  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
the  use  of  said  city,  ten  dollars  for  each  and  every  ofience, 
except  where  a  penalty  is  prescribed  in  said  ordinance* 

All  ordinances  and  parts  of  ordinances  conflicting  beie^ 
wiiby  are  hereby  repealed. 


■fii^K4if^r  '^^^iit'^fy^-^y  ^Sfff^.'"^ 
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BOARD    OF   ALDERME]^, 


MAY  20,  1851, 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  in  favor 
widening  Liberty  street,  from  Broadway  to  Greenwich 
street,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

D.  T.VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an- 
nexed petitions  for  remonstrances  against  the  widening  of 
Liberty  street,  between  Broadway  and  Greenwich  streets, 
respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  duly  considered  the  subject  referred  to 
them ;  the  petitioners  ask  that  said  street  may  be  widened 
by  cutting  off  from  the  northerly  side  about  five  feet,  from 
Greenwich  street  to  the  easterly  side  of  lot  No.  86,  and  also 


Doc.  No.  33.)  638 

by  cutting  off  from  the  southerly  side  of  said  street,  so  much 
as  will  be  required  to  make  the  street  fifly-four  feet  in 
width,  from  Greenwich  street  to  easterly  side  of  lot  No.  85, 
and  thence  continue  the  same  new  southerly  line  to  Broad- 
way. The  remonstrants  represent  that  they  are  opposed 
to  the  widening  on  the  ground  that  if  the  street  is  widened 
at  all  it  should  bet  aken  off  from  the  north  side  of  the  stteet, 
where  the  size  of  the  lots  is  such  as  to  allow  the  cutting  off 
enough  to  make  the  street  of  sufficient  width,  and  they  op- 
pose the  measure  generally  as  not  requisite  at  the  present 
time. 

Your  Committee  upon  examining  the  opinions  of  the 
parties  interested,  find 

That  the  number  of  lots  on  north  side  of  the 
streets  is.    •  • •.••••••.•••..••••••  22 

"  **  south         "  19 

Making •  •  •  •  41 

The  number  of  lots  on  north  side  represented 
in  the  petition  is ••.•••..•••  ^  •         11 

In  favor  of,  but  not  signed. .  •••.••••• 7 

On  the  south  side  in  favor,  most  of  which 
have  signed, ••....••.••..••  .••••  9 — ^27 

Showing  number  of  lots  not  at  present  in  fa-  — 

vor  of  widening ••••••..••.•••••  14 

It  therefore  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  the 
number  of  lots  represented  in  favor  of  widening,  nearly  two 
to  one  to  those  opposed,  besides  the  owners  of  three  other  lots 
will  probably  withdraw  their  opposition  to  the  widening, 
viz :  Nos.  108,  110,  and  120,  belonging  to  the  Post  estate. 
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There  is  no  'oppootion  below  Greenwich  street,  which  is 
about  one-half  of  the  street  interested  in  the  improvement. 

From  these  facts  your  Committee  conclude  that  the  im- 
provement is  demanded  by  those  interested  ;  the  increase  of 
business  in  this  section  of  the  city,  and  the  great  improve- 
ments already  made  and  contemplated,  to  afford  accommo- 
dations for  merchants  and  others,  no  doubt  require  that 
this  street  should  be  widened,  and  they  accordingly  would 
recommend  that  the  necessary  measures  be  taken  to  carry 
the  same  into  effect.  The  following  resolutioni  providing 
therefor,  is  respectfully  submitted  for  adoption  : 

Resolvedy  That  Liberty  street,  between  Broadway  and 
Greenwich  street,  be  widened,  to  take  effect  on  the  first 
day  of  May,  1862,  and  in  conformity  with  the  red  lines 
drawn  on  the  accompanying  map,  that  is  to  say,  by  cutting 
off  from  the  northerly  side  about  five  feet,  from  Greenwich 
street  to  the  easterly  side  of  lot  No.  86 ;  or  five  feet  two 
inches  at  Greenwich  street,  and  five  feet  three  inches  at 
easterly  side  of  lot  No.  86 ;  and  also  by  cutting  off  from 
southerly  side  of  said  street  so  much  as  will  be  required  to 
make  the  street  fifty-four  feet  in  width  from  Greenwich 
street  to  easterly  side  of  lot  No.  86 ;  and  thence  continuing 
the  same  new  southerly  line  to  Broadway,  and  the  Coun- 
sel to  the  Corporation  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  take 
the  necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN,  )  Cammiitee 
WARREN  CHAPMAN, }        an 
PATRICK  KELLY,       )     Streets 


1  ' 


■  ll 
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The  petition  is  signed  by  nearly  all  the  owners  of  pro- 
perty on  the  street,  and  of  such  owners  as  have  objected  to 
the  measure,  the  argument  on  their  part  was  directed  more 
to  the  mode,  as  slated  by  the  petitioners,  than  to  a  judi- 
cious widening.  Your  Committee  have  held  frequent 
meetings  on  this  subject,  and  heard  the  views  of  the  par- 
ties interested,  at  great  length,  and  are  of  opinion  that  a 
judicious  widening  of  Beekman  street,  will  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  owners  interested,  and  be  the  means  of  en- 
hancing greatly  the  value  of  property  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
opening. 

Your  Committee  think  the  following  resolution  will, 
meet  with  general  favor,  and  be  a  proper  mode  of  widen- 
ing Beekman  street,' and  recommend  its  adoption  : 

Resolvedj  That  Beekman  street  be  widened  on  the  north- 
erly side,  from  Cliff  street  to  Park  row,  on  a  line  running 
westerly  from  the  north-east  corner  of  Cliff  and  Beekman 
streets,  being  an  extension  of  the  line  of  Beekman  street, 
between  Pearl  and  Cliff  streets,  until  the  said  line  reaches 
a  point  fifteen  feet  northerly  from  the  northerly  hne  of 
Beekman  street,  thence  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  nearly 
parallel  with  the  northerly  line  of  Beekman  street,  to  a 
point  on  Park  row,  distant  fifteen  feet  northerly  from  the 
northerly  line  of  Beekman  street;  also  that  Beekman 
street  be  widened  on  the  southerly  side,  on  a  line  running 
westerly  from  a  point  on  the  northerly  side  of  Pearl  street, 
distant  about  seventeen  feet  from  the  south-westerly  corner 
of  Pearl  and  Beekman  streets,  until  the  said  line  strikes 
the  southerly  line  of  Beekman  street,  opposite  the  point  on 
the  northerly  line  of  said  street,  first  mentioned  as  being 
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fifteen  feet  from  the  oortherly  line  of  said  street,  and  the 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  legal  measures  necessary  to  carry  this  resolution 
into  effect. 

JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN, )  Committee 
WARREN  CHAPMAN,  }       on 
PATK.  KELLY,  S    Streets. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  petition  of  Phelps,  Dodge  &  Co.  and  others,  to 
have  the  grades  of  Cliff  and  Beekman  streets,  at  and  near 
their  junction,  improved,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  since  the  subject  has  been  before  your  Committee? 
they  have  had  several  meetings,  numerously  'attended  by 
parties  in  interest.  There  appears  to  be  no  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  some  improve- 
ment of  said  grades. 

After  giving  the  parties  interested  a  full  hearing  and  duly 
considering  the  matter,  the  Committee  have  decided  to  rec- 
ommend such  an  improvement  of  the  grades  of  Cliff  and 
Beekman  streets,  as  is  shown  on  the  profiles  of  said  streets, 
on  file  in  the  Street  D  j  artment,  as  being  ihat  which  will 
meet  the  views  of  nearly  or  quite  all  whose  interest  would 
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be  affected  thereby.  They  would  further  state  that  said 
petition  was  duly  advertised  for  objections,  and  none  were 
presented. 

Your  Committee  recommend  and  submit'  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution : 

Resohedy  That  Cliff  and  Beekman  streets,  at  and  near 
their  junction  with  each  other,  be  regradedsoas  to  conform 
to  the  blue  lines  on  profiles  made  by  Isaac  T.  Ludlam, 
Esq.,  City  Surveyor,  on  file  in  Street  Commissioner's  of- 
fice, under  such  directions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Street 
Commissioner,  and  that  the  accompanying  ordinance  be 
adopted  therefor. 

JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN,  >  Committee 
WARREN  CHAPMAN, }         on 
PATRICK  KELLY,        )     Streets. 
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BOAED   OF    ALDERMEN, 


MAY  21,  1851. 


■<  ^»^  »■ 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Fire  War- 
[  dens,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  • 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 

of  the  city  of  JVew  York: 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  laws  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  fires  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  passed  March  29lh,  1850,  the  Board  of 
Fire  Wardens  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of 
their  proceedings,  together  with  such  facts  and  information 
as  they  have  acquired  in  respect  to  subject  matter  of  their 
duties  during  the  past  year. 

The  members  of  the  Board  were  sworn  in  on  the  30th 
day  of   April,  1850  ;  they  were  then  classified  into  three 
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classe  8  (four  in  each  class)  bylot^  drawn  by  the 

of  the  Fire  DepilrtmMt^  Zd|Ailrinb,fi*l^  tl  follows : 

Class  one,  to  serve  for  the4em  of  one  year,  Messrs.  John 
Kettleman,  Charles  L.  Merritt,  Samuel  Waddell  and  John 
B.  Miller. 

4 

Class  two,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  Messrs. 
John  Rese,  Thomas  Boese,  Piramkiih  ^aterbury  and  Wm. 
Drew. 

Class  three,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three  years,  Messrs. 
Benjamin  Cartwright,  James  Oilmore,  Francis  Hagadom 
and  William  B.  flays  • 

Their  organization  was  completed  oa  the  seventh  day  of 
May,  1850,  and  they  entered  upon  the  dischaige  of  their 
duties  imn^ediaiely. 

The  whole  number  of  complaints  of  violations 
of  the  laws  made  to  the  Board  during  the  year 
ending  April  Ist,  18B1>  arnomtlto  • . « • « • . . « •  %  661 

Number  of  bdildinifs  frond  which  violations  have 
been  removed,  upon  the  owners  or  builders  be- 
ing notified  by  Wardens,.  ••*•.•.••.••.•••..  4S& 

Number  of  violations  toot  l^moved,  iiiid  t6p\€B  of 
the  notices  tracfsfeffed  (o  thi^  Trustees  of  the 
Fire  Department, 8d 

Number  of  building's  examinled  by  WlCfdens, 
against  which  complaints  hlid  Ibe^n  mbde,  and 
the  complaints  dismissed,  aS  no  Violtltiotis  oduld 
be  found, • • ••• •••••••  110 
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Numbc^r  of  q14  Wfi  iwgexQun  buildings  examined 
im4  ?9pQir^4  to  the  Chief  Epgineer  of  the  Fire 
DepogctJtpQQt  a3  being  e:iFceedingly  dangerous  in 
C83e  Qi  fire  sbQUl4  Qccur  in  either  of  them, 44 

• 

Quantity  of  gunpowder  seized  and  delivered  to  the 
Trustees  of  the  Fire  Department,  one  hundred  and  fifty - 
seven  kegs,  and  twent]^  cases,  containing  fifty  canisters 
each. 

lo  accordance  with  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  Common 
O^unoil  in  September,  1860,  requiring  the  enclosure  and 
dosiBg  up  of  hoistways  in  the  stores  and  buildings  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  the  Wardens  have  distributed  several 
thousand  copies  of  the  ordinance,  and  have  also  made 
complaints  against  a  number  of  persons  who  have  n^ 
complied  with  the  law,  and  against  whom  suits  have  been 
instituted  by  the  Corporation  Attorney  for  the  recovery  of 
the  peniUty^  tp  ba  paid  to  the  Treasurer  pf  the  Fire  Depart- 
ment 

The  Board  would  further  state,  that  soon  after  their 
organization,  their  attention  wa9  called  to  a  number  of 
baildingi  as  being  not  only  di^ogerous  to  firemen  in  case  a 
fire  should  occur  in  either  of  them,  but  also  dangerous  to 
other  citizens  in  passing  through  the  streets  in  which  the 
buildings  were  located. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  several  of  the  most  dilap- 
idated and  dangerous  of  them,  the  Wardens  presented  a 
petition  to  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council,  to  have 
the  said  buildings  rcmoY^,  or  so  alt^ed  m  \o  reader  them 
safe. 
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The  matter  was  referred  to  the  City  Inspector^  who,  upon 
consulting  the  Counsel  to  (he  Corporation  in  relation  thereto 
was  informed  by  that  officer  that  the  city  charter  did  not 
confer  any  power  on  him  to  act  in  the  premises,  consequent- 
ly  the  petition  of  this  Board  did  not  have  the  desired  effect. 
And  being  duly  sensible  of  the  important  duties  entrusted 
to  them,  of  guarding,  as  far  as  possible,  the  lives  of  fire- 
men, while  in  the  discharge  of  their  arduous  duties,  and 
regretting  that  there  is  no  power  vested  in  any  officer  of  the 
city  government  to  remove  such  old  and  tottering  buildings, 
the  Wardens  deem  it  proper  that  they  should  direct  the 
attention  of  members  of  the  Fire  Department  to  the  fol- 
lowing places  particularly,  as  bdng  in  such  a  very  dangi^- 
ous  condition,  that  should  a  fire  occur  in  either  of  them,  it ' 
would  be  at  the  risk  of  a  person's  life  to  enter,  or  ev&k  to 
go  near  them. 

The  two  two-story  brick  houses  Nos.  196  and  198  Chat- 
ham square,  one  occupied  as  a  book  and  print  store,  the 
other  as  a  jewelry  and  fancy  store. 

The  three-story  brick  house  on  the  northeast  comer  of 
Elm  and  Walker  streets,  occupied  as  a  liquor  store  and 
workshops. 

The  two-story  brick  house  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Canal  and  Centre  streets,  partly  occupied  as  a  storehouse 
for  mahogany. 

The  three-story  brick  house.  No.  323  Avenue  B,  between 
Second  and  Third  streets,  occupied  as  a  lime-kiln  and 
carpenter's  shop. 


649  (Doc.  No.  35. 

The  two-story  brick  house,  known  as  Totten's  Point,  in 
Seventh  street,  near  Avenue  B. 

The  Wardens  have  also  carefully  examined  a  number 
of  others,  which  they  have  pronounced  as  very  unsafe,  and 
have  so  reported  them  to  the  Chief  Engineer. 

The  Board  would  also  respectfully  state,  that  although 
the  act  passed  March  29th,  1850,  says  '^  that  the  said  Fire 
Wardens  shall  be  provided  with  a  suitable  oflSce,''  &c., 
&c.,  yet  they  are,  and  have  been  for  the  past  year,  in- 
debted for  office  room  to  Alfred  Carson,  Esq.,  Chief  En- 
gineer, who  kindly  tendered  the  use  of  a  part  of  his  office, 
until  one  was  provided  for  them  by  the  proper  authorities. 
Immediately  after  their  organization  the  Wardens  made  an 
application  to  the  Common  Council  for  an  office.  The 
application  was  referred  to  a  committee^  who  offered  them 
a  room  in  the  basement  of  the  City  Hall,  which  upon  being 
examined,  proved  to  be  entirely  unfit  for  use,  it  being  a 
dark  and  damp  room  with  a  stone  floor,  and  having  a  very 
bad  entrance,  consequently  the  Board  refused  to  occupy  it. 

The  Superintendent  of  Repairs  and  Supplies  then  par- 
titioned off  a  portion  of  the  drill-room  in  the  second  story 
of  Centre  market,  seven  and  a  half  feet  wide  by  twenty- 
eight  feet  long  ;  this  they  also  refused  to  occupy ;  and  lest 
they  might  be  considered  too  fastidious,  they  assure  your 
Honorable  Body,  that  one  visit  to  either  of  the  above  men- 
tioned rooms  would  convince  the  most  sceptical  of  their 
nnsuitableness  as  places  for  the  transaction  of  public 
business. 
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The  terms  of  service  of  John  KetUeman,  Charles  L. 
Merritt,  Samuel  Waddell  and  John  B.  Miller  expire  this 
day ;  it  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  elect  four  Fire  War- 
dens, for  three  years  each. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the 
Board  of  Fire  Wardens, 

JOHN  B.  MILLER,  President. 
John  J.  Tindale,  Clerk. 

JTew  York,  AfrU  8,  1851. 
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BOAED   OF   ALDEEMEI, 


MAY  22,  1851. 


The  Special  Committee  on  the  completion  of  the  New  York 
and  Erie  Railroad  presented  the  following  report,  which 
was  accepted,  the  resolutions  unanimously  adopted,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty 
of  reporting  some  suitable  action  to  be  taken  on  the  part 
of  the  Common  Council  in  view  of  the  completion  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  railroad,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  the  city  is  peculiarly  interested,  as  the  commercial 
centre  of  the  western  world,  in  the  opening  of  new  chan- 
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nels  of  communication  with  the  various  sections  of  our 
widely  extended  country,  and  par4iculacly  with  the  fertile 
regions  of  the  west. 

Th^  final  completion  of  the  great  enterprise  of  uniting 
the  seaboard  and  the  lakes  by  means  of  a  continuous  rail- 
road, ittder  oni^  niaiiagelneiii,  seMnsto  ydar  Caininitc<?e  a 
proper  occasion  for  the  Common  Council  to  express,  as  on 
former  occasions,  the  deep  interest  entertained  by  them  in 
the  successful  results  of  the  efnterprise,  energy  and  determi- 
nption  of  our  citizens. 

It  is  mainly  owing  to  such  exertions  in  constructing 
great  works  of  internal  impprovemeni,  that  ihia  alai^  and 
•eh y  hold  the  proud  and  eaviable  poBiJDion  4bty  tiofw  occu- 
py, «Dd  it  was  to  madntain  'this  pre-eminlHifee  the  New 
York  and  Erie  railroad  had  its  conte|iijon ;  from  its  com- 
pletion we  may  safely  anticipate  large  accessions  to  our 
trade  and  eommeree. 

Your  Committee  will  take  this  occasion  to  notice  some 
of  the  prominent  points  in  the  history  of  this  great  under- 
taking. The  company  was  chartered  on  the  24th  of  April, 
18S2,  with  a  ca(Mtal  of  ten  flfiiUioo  dollars,  frequent  appli- 
cations having  been  anade  to  the  legislature  for  modifica- 
tions of  the  charter,  and  for  aid  from  ^he  state  in  the  con- 
struction  of  the  road,  Tariottsaets  were  passed,  one  of  which 
granted  the  credit  of  the  state  for  the  sum  of  three  million 
dollars,  which  sum,  togetlrtir  With  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  obtained  by  private  subscription,  was 
mostly  expended  in  constructrng  a  snlall  portion  of  the 
road,  some  fifty  miles  in  extent. 


6^9  (Doc.  No.  36. 

In  the  year  1845,  after  long  cootioued  efforts  on  the  part 
of  tlie  friends  of  the  roadf  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
granting  a  release  of  tjbe  slate  lien  upon  the  road,  on  the 
condition  that  the  same  should  be  completed  to  Lake  Erie 
within  six  years  thereafter ;  from  that  period  up  to  the 
present  time,  the  directors  have  carried  forward  the  work 
with  remarkable  energy  apd  p^rseverqjoce,  and  have  finally 
accomplished  the  original  design. 

The  whole  coat  of  construoiion  amounts  to  upwards  of 
twenty  million  dollars,  and  its  whole  length  is  about  four 
hundred  and  sixty-five  miles,  including  the  branch  to 
Newburgh  ;  the  branch  roads  already  completed  and  now 
being  constructed  are  greater  in  length  than  the  main  road, 
and  will  connect  it  with  the  western  states,  a  large  portion 
of  the  stale  of  Pennsylvania,  aa  well  as  with  the  central 
counties  of  this  state;  from  these  data  some  adequate  con* 
ception  may  be  gained  of  this  great  work  of  internal  im- 
ternal  improvement,  and  of  the  incalculable  advantages 
destined  to  flow  from  it  to  our  city^ 

The  completion  of  this  road  cannot  but  be  considered  an 
era  in  the  history  of  this  state,  and  to  commemorate  it  the 
board  of  dirctors  of  the  company  on  a  late  occasion  invited 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  members  of  his 
Cabinet,  the  authorities  of  the  state  and  city,  together  with 
many  distinguished  citizens,  to  accompany  them  on  a  tour 
over  the  whole  extent  of  the  road.  This  invitation  was  very 
generally  accepted,  and  the  guests  of  the  company  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing,  with  admiration  and  satis/iaction,  this 
magnificent  structure,  and  to  behold  its  completion  with 
wonder  i.nd  pride. 
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Those  only  who  hare  passed  over  f  he  extent  of  the  road, 
can  form  any  proper  appreciation  of  its  great  utility,  and 
the  effect  it  will  have  upon  the  prosperity  of  that  portion 
of  the  State  through  which  it  passes;  the  science  and  skill 
displayed  by  nil  the  engineers  employed  in  its  construction, 
in  overcoming  the  obstacles  presented  by  nature,  excites 
the  surprise  and  wonder  of  every  beholder. 

In  viewing  the  many  advantages  which  may  be  antici- 
pated to  result  from  the  completion  of  this  road,  none  appear 
to  be  of  more  consequence  than  the  effect  it  will  have  in 
reducing  the  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  population 
of  this  city,  in  bringing  to  our  doors  the  abundance  of  the 
West  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  Every  citizen  who  wishes 
well  to  his  fellow-man,  for  his  happiness  and  comfort  must 
rejoice  at  the  opening  of  this  new  avenue  to  the  fertile  fields 
of  the  West. 

In  according  praise  to  the  president  and  directors  for 
their  exertion  in  this  enterprise,  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to 
them.  They  have,  with  great  energy,  perseverance  and 
devotion,  carried  through  this  immense  work  to  final  com- 
pletion ;  all  must  render  to  them  the  credit  of  having  ac- 
complished a  work  unequalled  in  this  country,  if  not  in 
the  world. 

Your  Committee  being  of  the  opinion  that  this  event 
should  be  marked  by  some  suitable  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Common  Council,  and  in  fulfilling  the  duty  imposed 
upon  them,  present  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolvedj  That  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  desire  to  express  the  feelings  of  pride  and  gratifica- 
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lion  with  which  they  regard  the  opening  of  the  New  York 
and  Erie  railroad  to  Lake  Erie  ;  and  congratulate  their 
fellow-citizens  on  the  advantages  to  he  derived  from  the 
opening  of  this  new  artery  of  communication  with  the 
West,  as  well  as  their  appreciation  of  the  enterprise  which 
originated  the  plan,  and  the  perseverance  displayed  in 
constructing  the  work,  and  finally  accomplishing  the  great 
undertaking. 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  the  Common  Council  are 
justly  due  to  the  President  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 
road Company,  Benjamin  Loder,  Esq.,  and  to  the  follow- 
ing  gentlemen,  composing  the  Board  of  Directors,  viz : 
Henry  Shelden,  Daniel  S.  Miller,  Henry  Suydam,  Jr., 
William  E.  Dodge,  Shepherd  Knapp,  Samuel  Marsh, 
Cornelius  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Townsend,  Homer  Ramsdell, 
William  B.  Skidmore,  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  Thomas  W. 
Grale,  Charles  M.  Leupp,  Theodore  Dehon,  John  J.  Phelps, 
and  Norman  White,  for  the  energy  and  ability  they  have 
manifested  in  successfully  completing  the  enterprise  with 
which  they  have  been  connected. 


EDMUND  GRIFFIN,   :| 
ROBT.  T.  HAWS, 
GEO.  H.  FRANKLIN, 
JACOB  F.  OAKLEY, 
J.  H.  COOK, 
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BOAED    OF  ALDERMEN, 


MAY  23,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ferries,  on  the 
several  petitions  for  a  lease  of  the  Catharine  ferry,  was 
received,  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Ferries,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
several  petitions  herewith  annexed,  for  a  lease  of  Catha- 
rine ferry  for  ten  years  from  the  expiration  of  the  present 
lease,  on  the  1st  of  May  1853,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  attention  which  its 
great  importance  demands,  and  are  fully  convinced  of  the 
inferiority  of  the  present  accommodations  at  the  Catharine 
street  ferry,  as  compared  with  the  other  ferries  between  this 
city  and  the  adjoining  cities  and  villages,  and  also  of  the 
necessityof  m  ore  extended  ferry  accommodations  at  this 
point,  to  meet  the  constantly  increasing  demands  of  the 
public. 
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A  due  regard  to  the  prosperity  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
as  well  as  justiee  to  those  of  our  MImt  ciiiirac  residiDg  or 
conducting  business  in  the  vicinity  of  this  ferry,  require 
uninterrupted  communication  with  Brooklyn,  by  means  of 
a  well  regulated  ferry,  with  a  supply  of  comraodions  and 
safe  boats  sufficient  to  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  pnblic. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  ibis  subject,  the  Clerk  of 
the  Common  Council  was  directed  to  notify  each  of  the 
petitioners  to  forward  to  his  office,  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee, sealed  proposals  for  the  lease  of  said  ferry,  allow- 
ing a  sufficient  time  for  that  purpose. 

The  time  allowed  having  expired,  the  Committee  met  at 
the  Clerk's  office,  and  opened  and  read  said  proposals, 
which  were  found  to  be  as  follows : 

W.  Cockcroft  and  (Jeorge  G.  Taylor  |16,0(X)  per  annum. 

B.  T.  Wolsey 15,150  " 

W.  R,  Marsh 14,000  " 

G.  Lee  Knapp. 12,500  " 

Chas.  M.  Simonson  and  James  Mur- 
phy  , 10,600  " 

Edward  Macomber 10,000  " 

Wm.  S.  Duke  and  John  Coger,  jr. . .  10,000  " 
For  the  first  five  years,  and  for  the 

remaining  five  shares 11,000  '^ 

The  proposal  of  Messrs.  Taylor  &  Cockcroft  bring  the 
highest,  your  Committee  recommend  that  their  proposal  be 
accepted,  under  certain,  restrictions,  which  is  deemed  that 
the  interest  of  the  public  require,  should  be  inserted  in  their 
lease. 
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1st.  At  to  the  boats  that  should  be  used.  It  has  long 
been  a  matter  complained  of,  that  the  boats  used  by  the 
present  lessees  are  not  of  sufficient  size  or  speed,  and  they 
do  not  run  as  frequent  as  the  patronage  bestowed  seems  to 
demand.  To  guard  againt  these  complaints,  your  Commit- 
tee  recommend  that  there  be  inserted  in  the  lease  to  Messrs. 
Taylor  &  Cockcroft,  a  clau  se  by  which  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  procure  to  be  ready ,  and  to  use  at  the  time  of 
taking  possession  of  said  ferry,  three  boats  of  the  same  size 
and  power,  and  equal  in  all  respects  to  the 
now  used  upon  the  "  Fulton  ferry,^'  and  they  are  to  be 
run  as  frequent,  from  6  o'clock  a.m.  to  9  o'clock  i».M.,  as 
the  loading  and  unloading  of  vehicles  and  freight  will 
admit. 

2d.  The  rate  of  ferriage  for  each  foot-passenger  shall 
not  exceed  two  cents,  and  the  rate  for  vehicles  shall  not 
exceed  that  now  charged  by  the  ^^  Union  Ferry  Company." 

Your  Committee  therefore  submit  for  adoption  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved^  That  a  lease  for  the  right  to  run  a  ferry,  from 
the  foot  of  Catluu'ine  street,  in  this  city,  to  the  foot  of  Main 
street,  Brooklyn,  be  granted  to  William  Cockcroft  and 
George  G.  Taylor,  for  ten  years  from  the  first  day  of  May, 
1853,  for  the  aunual  rent  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  pay- 
able quarterly,  said  lease  to  contain,  in  addition  to  the 
stipulations  and  conditions  in  the  present  lease  of  said 
ferry,  those  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  report* 

Resolved^  That  the  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be  directed 
to  prepare  a  lease  in  conformity  with  the  preceding  report, 
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And  the  lease  hereby  to  be  granted  shall  contain  all  the 

restrictions  and  covenants  contained  in  the  present  lease, 

except  the  clause  restricting  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 

Commonalty  from  establishing  a  ferry  nearer  to  Catharine 

street  ferry  than  one  hundred  feet  west  of  Walnut  street, 

which  clause  shall   be  omitted ;  and  the  lease  ^^U  &l80 

contain  a  provision,  that  in   case  any  of  the  q        .  ^      be 

.       ."  .'  ,    ,,  .  :ae  time  J 

employed  upon  said  ferry  shall  at  any  time  co«  ^.         im- 

selves  improperly,  in  their  official  capacity  and  \^  .*such 
manner  as  to  give  offence  to  the  public,  for  whosv  con- 
venience this  lease  is  granted,  the  lessees  upon  being  so 
requested  by  the  Ferry  Committee  shall  discharge  such 
agents  from  employment  on  such  ferry. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Rodman  Bowne,  one  of  the  per- 
sons named  in  the  above  recited  resolution,  departed  this 
life  after  the  passage  of  the  said  resolution,  to  wit,  on  or 
about  the  third  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  at  the  city  of 
Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  Kings. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Rodman  Bowne  and  Samuel 
Bowne,  in  the  life  time  of  the  said  Rodman  Bowne,  and 
within  one  year  after  the  passage  of  the  said  resolution,  did 
put  upon  the  said  ferry  one  additional,  new  and  substantial 
single  keel  steamboat,  pursuant  to  said  resolution  which 
was  approved  by  the  Committees  on  Ferries  of  the  said 
Common  Council  for  the  time  being,  and  which  said 
steamboat  is  still  running  and  continued  upon  said  ferry. 

And  whereas,  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  April,  A.  D. 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  a  certain  other 
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resolution  passed  by  the  Confimon  Council  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  was  approved  by  the  Mayor  of  said  city,  which 
last-mentioned  resolution  was  in  the  words  and  figures  fol- 
lowingi  to  wit : 

"  Resolved^  That  the  Council  to  the  Corporation  prepare 
a  lease  of  the  ferry  from  Catharine  street  in  this  city,  to 
Main  street  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  in  accordance  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Common  Council,  approved  April  8th, 
1843,  in  favor  of,  and  cause  it  to  be  executed  by  Samuel 
Bowne  nnd  the  legal  representatives  of  the  interest  of  Rod- 
man Bowne,  deceased,  in  said  ferry,  and  that  said  lease  be 
prepared  and  executed,  within  thirty  days  after  the  appro- 
val of  this  resolution." 

And  whereas,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereto, 
by  virtue  of  a  certain  agreement  in  writing,  made  and 
entered  into  by  him,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  and 
the  said  Rodman  Bowne,  deceased,  in  his  life  time,  bearing 
date  the  twenty-third  day  of  October,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  four,  claims  to  be  vested 
with,  and  the  legal  representative  of  tlie  interest  of  Rodman 
Bowne,  deceased,  in  the  said  ferry,  mentioned  in  the  said 
resolution  hcmin  last  above  recited  is  solely  entitled  to  the 
lease  of  the  said  ferry  menentioned  in  the  said  resolutions 
herein  above  recited. 

Now,  this  indenture  witnesseth,  That  the  said  parties  of 
the  first  part  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  rents,  cove- 
nants, provisions,  articles  and  agreements  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  party  of  the 
ieoond  part,  bis  executors,  administrators  and  assigns^  to  he 
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paid,  perfbrmed,  observed,  Ailfiled  and  kept  have,  granted, 
demised,  and  to  fiurm  let,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant, 
demise,  and  to  farm  let  unto  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  all  that  cer- 
tain ferry,  established  from  the  New  or  Catharine  market 
slip  in  the  city  of  New  York,  over  the  East  river,  to  the 
foot  of  Main  street  in  Brooklyn,  and  from  the  foot  of  Main 
street  in  Brooklyn  aforesaid,  back  to  Catharine  market  slip 
aforesaid,  with  all  and  singular  the  usual  accustomed  fer- 
riage fees,  perquisites,  rents,  issues,  benefits,  profits  and 
advantages  whatsoever,  to  the  said  ferry  belonging,  or 
therewith  used,  or  thereout  arising,  and  also  the  ferry  house 
and  lot  in  Brooklyn,  appertaining  to  the  said  ferry. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  ferry,  with  the  appur- 
tenances and  house  and  lot  aforesaid,  unto  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part,  bis  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  for  and  during  the  full  end  and  term  of  seven 
years,  from  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six^  yielding 
and  paying  therefor  yearly  and  every  year  during  the 
said  term  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  suc- 
cessors or  assigns,  the  annual  rent  or  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand and  five  hundred  dollars,  payable  quarterly  on  usual 
days  for  the  payment  of  rent  in  the  said  city  of  New 
York,  that  is  to  say :  one  fourth  part  thereof  on  the  first 
days  of  August,  November,  February  and  May  in  each 
and  every  year  during  the  said  term ;  provided  always,  and 
these  presents  and  the  premises  hereby  demised  are  upon 
this  express  condition,  that  if  it  should  so  happen  that  the 
said  yearly  rent  or  any  part  thereof,  should  be  behind  and 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  any  day  of  payment 
on  which  the  same  or  any  part  thereof  ought  to  be  paid  as 
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aforesaid,  oi:  if  the  said  .pac^y  of  the  second  part,  his  eze- 
cutorSy  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  neglect  to  pay,  per- 
form, fulfill  or  keep  any  or  either  of  the  payments,  articles, 
covenants,  clauses,  provisions,  agreements,  matters  and 
things  herein  contained,  which  on  his  or  their  part  are  to 
be  paid,  performed,  fulfilled,  observed  and  kept  during  the 
term  aforesaid,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  n^eaning 
of  these  presents,  that  then  and  in  every  such  case  or  cases 
it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part,  their  successors  and  assigns,  to  enter  into  and 
upon  the  premises  hereby  demised,  and  to  have,  possess  and 
enjoy  the  same,  as  fully  as  though  these  presents  had^ 
not  been  made,  anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  for  themselves  and 
their  successors,  do  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  executors,  administrators  and 
assigns,  to  keep  the  chain  used  on  the  easterly  side  of  the 
said  ferry  at  the  foot  of  Catharine  slip,  in  good  order  and 
repair,  during  the  continuance  of  this  lease.  And  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  for  himself,  his  heirs,  administra- 
tors and  assigns,  doth  covenant  and  agree  to  and  with  the 
said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  and  assigns, 
by  these  presents,  that  he  the  said  party  of  the  second  part, 
bis  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  shall  and 
will  yearly  and  every  year  during  the  said  term,  well  and 
truly  pay  unto  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  suc- 
cessors or  assigns,  the  said  yearly  rent  or  sum  of  money 
hereinbefore  mentioned,  at  the  days  and  times  above  spe- 
cified, for  the  payment  thereof  without  fraud  or  delay,  and 
also  that  he  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  ex- 
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ecutoni,  administrators  or  assigns,  &ball^nd  will,  during  the 
whole  of  the  said  term,  at  bis  and  their  own '  proper  cost 
and  expense,  furnish,  provide  and  navigate,  upon  the  said 
ferry  from  Catharine  slip  to  Brooklyn  aforesaid,  three  good 
and  substantial  single  keel  steam  ferry  boats,  to  be  approved 
by  the  Committees  on  Ferries  of  both  Boards  of  the  Coiq- 
mon  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  keep  at  least 
two  of  the  said  steam  ferry  boats,  at  all  reasonable  times 
continually  employed  on  the  said  ferry  during  the  term 
hereby  granted ;  and  also,  that  he  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
shall  and  will  during  the  said  term,  if  thereunto  requested 
by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  successors,  or 
the  said  Committees  on  Ferries  for  the  time  being,  maintain 
and  keep  at  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  three  good 
and  substantial  row  boats,  of  such  size  and  construction  as 
now  are  or  may  be  required  by  the  Common  Council  of 
the  said  city  of  New  York,  to  carry  and  transport  passen- 
gers and  effects  across  the  said  East  river,  from  either  side 
thereof,  with  safety,  convenience  and  expedition,  and  that 
the  said  boats  shall  when  required  at  all  times  during  the 
said  term,  be  kept  in  good  and  sufficient  repair,  and  be  fur- 
nished with  good  and  sufficient  oars  and  other  implements, 
at  the  proper  expense  and  charges  of  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns, 
and  that  each  of  the  said  boats  when  required  as  aforesaid 
•ball  be  manned  with  two  honest,  sober,  skillful  and  able- 
bodied  men,  who  shall  be  competent  to  row  said  boats,  and 
who  shall,  at  all  reasonable  times,  give  their  constant  and 
ready  attendance  at  the  said  respective  places  qf  landing, 
for  the  prompt  and  expeditious  transportation  and  convey- 
ance of  passengers  and  effects  across  the  said  river ;  and 
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also,  that  he  the  said  party  of  the  seeond  part,  his  hein, 
execDtors,  administrators  or  aamgtmj  shall  and  will  keep  the 
frames,  ferry  stairs  and  bridges  used  at  the  said  ftrry,  on 
each  side  of  the  same,  and  the  whole  of  the  old  part  of  the 
pier  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  slip,  occupied  for  the  use  of 
the  said  ferry  at  Brooklyn,  and  one-half  of  the  new  part  of 
the  said  pier  in  good  order  and  repair  at  his  and  their  own 
expense  during  the  continuance  of  this  lease ;  and  also, 
that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  bis  heirs,  executors, 
or  administrators,  shall  not  nor  will  at  any  time  during  the 
said  term  in  any  manner  grant,  assign,  transfer,  let,  under- 
let, or  set  oyer  their  present  lease,  or  any  part  thereof,  or 
his  or  their  estate  or  interest  therein,  or  in  or  to  the  above- 
described  and  demised  premises,  or  any  part  of  the  same, 
without  the  leave  and  consent  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  or  their  successors,  in  writing,  under  the  cemmon  seal 
first  had  and  obtained,  nor  shall,  nor  will,  do,  commit  or 
suffer  any  act  or  acts,  thing  or  things,  either  by  commis- 
sion or  omission,  which  shall  create  a  forfeiture  of  these 
presents,  or  the  premises  hereby  demised,  or  in  any  wise 
lessen,  injure  or  encumber  the  same,  or  the  rent  and  reve- 
nues thereof ;  but  that  he  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
and  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  and 
will  conduct  and  manage  the  said  ferry,  agreeably  to  such 
rules,  regulations  and  restrictions  as  now  are  or  from  time 
to  time  hereafter  during  the  said  term  shall,  by  any  by- 
law, ordinance,  order  or  resolution  of  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part,  or  their  successors,  be  reasonably  made  or  passed 
in  relation  thereto ;  and  also,  that  he  the  said  party  of  the 
second  pairt,  his  heirs,  executors,  administralon  or  assigns, 
shall  and  will  on  the  last  day  of  the  term  hereby  granted,  or 
other  sooner  determination  of  diese  presents,  will  and  troiy 
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deHrer  \xp  the  saicl  hereby  demised  premises,  with  the 
r^hts,  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging, 
into  the  hands  and  possession  of  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  their  successors  or  assigns,  without  fraud  or  delay. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  himself,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  and  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  for  themselves  and  their  successors, 
do  mutually  covenant,  grant  and  agree  to  and  with  each 
other  respectively  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say : 

That  the  steamboats,  and  all  other  boats  and  furniture, 
of  what  description  soever,  as  shall  be  actually  employed 
in  the  said  ferry  at  the  expiration  of  said  term,  shall  be 
valued  by  three  indifierent  persons  or  appraisers,  one  to  be 
tbosen  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  and  their  succes- 
soTBy  one  by  the  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  exe- 
cutors, administrators  or  assigns,  and  the  third  by  the  per- 
sons or  appraisers  so  chosen  by  the  said  parties  to  these 
presents,  and  before  they  proceed  to  make  the  said  valu- 
ation, the  decision  of  two  of  which  said  persons  or  ap- 
praisers,  given  in  writing,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
shall  be  final  and  conclusive ;  provided  that  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part  snail  not  be  bound  to  pay  for  any 
number  of  boats  commonly  denominated  steam  ferry  boats 
exceeding  three,  unless  they,  the  said  parties  of  the  first 
part,  or  their  successors  shall,  during  the  said  term,  request 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
ministrators or  assigns  to  build  a  greater  number  of  boats 
of  that  description. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  said 
parties,  that  such  decision  shall  be  made  and  given  within 
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twenty  days  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term,  or  other 
sooner  determination  of  these  presents  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  or  assigns, 
shall  and  will,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  pay  to  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors or  assigns,  the  sum  awarded  to  be  due  to  him  or  them, 
provided  the  said  boats  and  furniture  shall  be  assigned  and 
delivered  over  within  the  said  time  by  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  bis  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  their  successors  or  as- 
signs, free  and  clear  from  any  claims  and  demands  from 
any  person  or  persons  whomsoever.  And  it  is  hereby 
further  mutually  agreed,  that  in  case  any  of  the  persons  to 
be  employed  upon  the  said  ferry  by  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
shall  at  any  time  conduct  himself  improperly  while  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  or  shall  conduct  himself  in  such 
manner  as  to  give  offence  to  the  public,  for  whose  con- 
venience these  presents  have  been  made  and  this  lease 
granted  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  that  then  and 
in  such  case  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns,  shall  and  will,  upon 
being  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Committees  on  Ferries  for 
the  time  being  of  the  said  Common  Council  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  discharge  such  person  or  persons  from  his  or 
their  employ mentat  such  ferry. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  mutually  covenanted  and  agreed 
by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  and  these 
presents  are  upon  the  express  understanding  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  construed  to  operate  as 
a  covenant  by  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  their  sue- 
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cefltors  for  poflsession  or  quiet  enjoymeDt  by  the  Mid  party 
of  the  second  part,  or  his  executors  admioistfators  or  as- 
signs) of  the  said  ferry  or  right  of  ferriage,  nor  shall  the 
same  be  lakea  or  construed  to  interfere  in  any  manner 
with  any  previous  grants  or  rights  made  by  the  said  parties 
of  the  first  part,  nor  with  the  right  to  grant  any  future 
ferries  to  and  from  Brooklyn,  or  to  and  from  elsewhere 
wheresoever,  nor  to  operate  further  than  to  grant  the  pos- 
session of  the  estate,  right,  title  or  interest  which  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  may  have  or  lawfully  claim  in  the 
said  ferry  and  right  of  ferriage  hereby  demised  by  virtue  of 
these  several  charters  and  the  various  acts  of  the  legislature 
of  the  people  of  the  state  of  New  York, 

In  witness  whereof,  to  one  part  of  these  presents  remain- 
ing with  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  the  said  parties 
of  the  second  part  has  set  his  hand  and  seal,  and  to  the  other 
part  thereof  remaining  with  the  said  party  of  the  second 
part,  and  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  have  caused  the 
common  seal  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  be  aflSxed  the 
day  and  year  first  above  written  • 

JAMES  BOWNE.     [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  ^ 

T.  J.  Waters. 

PETITION  AND  RESOLUTION  PRESENTED  BY  ALDERMAN 

DELAMATER. 

To  the  Honorabk  the  Mayofy  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
of  the  city  of  Jfew  York  : 

The  undersigned  would  respectfully  petition  your  Honor- 
able Body,  that  he  may  be  granted  a  lease  of  premises 


il 
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known  at  the  Catharine  ferry,  together  with  the  feny 
franchise  under  which  said  premises  are  now  held,  upon 
the  expiration  of  the  present  lease,  for  the  term  of  ten 
years,  to  run  boats  on  the  said  ferry,  under  such  conditions 
or  restrictions  as  your  Honorable  Body  may  see  fit  to  im- 
pose, for  which  I  propose  to  pay  a  yeariy  rent  of  eighteen 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  For  the  fiiithful  perform- 
ance of  the  same,  I  hereby  agree  to  furnish  such  security 
as  your  Honorable  Body  may  require. 

JOHN  P.  GUMMING. 
New  York,  May  23,  1851. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ferries, 
together  with  the  petition  of  Mr.  John  P.  Gumming,  be 
referred  back  to  the  Committee,  and  they  directed  to  adver- 
tise ten  days  for  proposals  for  said  ferry. 


DOGITHEIVT    No.    S8. 


BOAED   OF    ALDERMEN, 


MAY  20,  1851. 


»■  ■   ■>■ 


The  following  statement  of  the  Coramif|||ioner  of  Streets  and 
Lamps  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment, for  the  quarter  ending  March  31,  1851,  was  re- 
ceived, laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Department  of  Streets  and  Labcps  > 

May  20,  1861.     $ 

To  the  Hanorabk  the  Common  Council : 

GENTLEBfEN  : — In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
sec.  21  of  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  New  York,''  the  following  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  for  the  several  bureaux  in  this  De- 
partment, for  the  quarter  ending  March  31st,  1861. 
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BUREAU  Ot   CLEANING  STREETS. 

Amount  expended  from  Jan«  Ist  to  April  Ist.  .$33,877  24 
Amomit  received  from  Jan.  1st  to  April  1st. .  •  •     4,792  66 

BUREAU  OF  LAMPS  AND  6AS. 

Amount  expended  from  Jan.  Ist  to  April  1st.  •  .$34,404  97 

BUREAU  OF   MARKETS. 

All  vouchers  for  money  expended,  are  filed  with  the 
Comptroller ;  also,  all  accounts  of  market  fees  and  market 
rents  collected,  are  rendered  to  the  Comptroller,  slnd  the 
amounts  paid  to  tbife'City  Chamberlain. 

Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  s«bMkted« 

HEMAN  W.  CHILDS, 
CofMnissioner  of  Streets  and  Lamps* 


DO€Vlltf!iVT  IVo.  S9. 


BOAED   OF   ALDEIMEN, 


MAY  16,  1861. 


■»»^<^ 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  od  Streets^  in 
favor  of  extending  Albany  street  to  Trinity  place,  was 
receive!^  laid  on  the  taUa  and  diitected  to  be  printed  • 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  N.  W.  West,  Sidney  Wintringham  and  others, 
for  the  extension  of  Albany  street,  from  its  present  termi- 
nation at  Greenwich  street  to  Trinity  place,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  the  same  was  advertised  for  objections,  and  the  an- 
nexed remonstrances  presented  thereto. 
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Your  Committee  have  given  all  due  connderation  to  thif 
matter ;  have  held  several  meetiogs  io  reference  to  the 
same,  and  had  parties  interested  before  them.  There  ap- 
pears great  unanimity  in  favor  of  this  improvement — 
owners  of  forty-two  lots  in  favor,  and  but  five  opposed — 
and  the  Committee,  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  should  be  granted,  and  are  unanimous  in  fieivor 
of  leco^amending  the  same.  They  submit  for  adoption 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Albany  street,  from  its  present  termina- 
tion in  Greenwich  street,  be  extended  to  Trinity  place,  in 
accordance  with  the  accompanpng  diagram,  and  that  the 
Counsel  to  the  Corporation  be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
take  the  necessary  legal  measures  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect. 

JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN, )  Committee 
WARREN  CHAPMAN,  >       on 
PATRICK  KELLY,         )    Streets. 


BOCVnEIVT    iVo     10. 


BOARD    OF   ALDEEMEN, 


MAY  S8,  1861. 


■S^^N^^^N^^^^^^^^-V  ^-w" 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Mnrkets,  recom- 
mending plans,  &c.,  for  rebuilding  Washington  market, 
was  accepted,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Chrk. 


The  Committee  on  Markets  of  the  Board  of  Alderiiien, 
to  which  was  referred  the  subject  of  rebuilding  the  Wnsli- 
inglon  market,  respectfiilly 

REPORT : 

That  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  subject  de- 
manded  from  your  Committee  the  most  careful  examina- 
tion, and  calm  and  serious  deliberation,  as  too  much  haste 
might  havo  involved  the  city  in  a  large  and  useless  ex« 
penditure,  or  have  deprived  it  of  one  of  its  most  useful 
public  buildings,  the  rebuiUing  of  which,  on  a  laiger  and 
more  extended  scale » seems  to  be  demanded,  alike  by  the 
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increasing  wants  of  this  great  and  constantly  growing  city, 
and  by  the  universal  requirements  of  our  fcllow-citizens. 
And  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  the  delay  in  making 
this  report,  and  which  has  arrested  the  serious  attention  of 
your  Committee,  is  the  very  important  discussion  by  the 
public  of  the  question,  whether  it  would  be  advisable  to  re- 
build the  Washington  market  on  its  present  site,  or  to  sell 
the  ground  on  which  it  stands,  and  with  the  proceeds  erect 
a  market  on  the  west  side  of  West  street. 

The  rebuilding  of  Washington  market,  and  that  too, 
without  delay,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Committee, 
after  having  heard  the  views  of  maqy  of  our  most  promi- 
nent tax-paying  citizens,  be  a  measure  that  would  meet  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  every  man  who  wishes  well  to  the 
city ;  and  if  built  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  wealth, 
population  and  exigencies  of  New  York,  would  be  an  en- 
during monument  of  her  liberality  and  relSnement,  as  it 
now  is  a  constant  subject  of  reproach.  While  our  city  in 
most,  if  not  all  things,  is  equal  with,  and  in  many  beyond 
her  sister  cities  of  the  Union,  yet  is  she  far  inferior  to  them 
in  the  neatness,  beauty  and  advantages  of  her  markets. 
Many  are  deterred  from  visiting  our  markets  regularly,  or 
at  all,  because  of  the  danger  of  collision  and  the  unclean- 
liness  of  contact. 

In  Philadelphia  it  is  a  pleasure  to  provide  for  the  daily 
wants  of  a  family,  such  is  the  neatness  and  convenience  of 
the  market.  Ladies  are  protected.  They  can  and  do 
attend  to  these  duties  without  finding  their  dresses  begrimed 
and  greased  ;  they  cannot  be  encroached  upon.  But  in 
our  crowded  and  badly  arranged  market,  a  lady  is  fortunate 
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if  8he  escape  being  ruQ*  against  by  a  keg  of  butter,  and 
grazed  by  a  shoulder  of  lamb. 

Your  Committee  naturally  suppose  that  a  large,  accessi- 
ble and  well-regulated  market  would,  by  the  conveniences 
of  living  afforded  to  the  citizens,  and  by  the  vast  concentra- 
tion of  trade  from  all  parts  of  the  surrounding  country,  and 
the  constant  visiting  of  it  from  all  portions  of  the  city, 
stimulate  the  growth,  enhance  the  property,  and  add  to 
the  population  of  the  section  in  which  it  should  be  situated  ; 
as  well  as  of  the  city  at  large.  It  does  not  appear  to  your 
Committee  that  the  interests  or  growth  of  the  city  would 
be  materially  advanced  by  a  removal  of  all  her  markets, 
nor  in  proportionate  degree  by  the  abolition  of  her  time- 
honored  and  principal  one.  It  would  here  state,  respect- 
fully, some  of  the  reasons  that  impel  them  to  that  con- 
clusion. It  is  well  known  to  all,  that  in  consequence  of 
the  limited  accommodations  in  the  present  building  for  the 
gardeners  and  countrymen  who  resort  there  for  the  sale  of 
produce,  the  streets  surrounding  the  market  for  many 
blocks,  are,  for  some  four  or  five  hours  every  morning, 
completely  choked  up  by  people  from  the  country,  with 
their  wagons  and  productions.  These  persons  arc  thus 
compelled  to  stand  in  the  streets  in  all  kinds  of  weather, 
to  dispose  of  their  stock,  until  tired  and  out  of  patience, 
they  are  obliged  to  sell  to  those  who  stand  in  the  market, 
and  who  are  called  forestallers  or  speculators.  These  per- 
sons use  all  their  efforts  to  prevent  the  country  people  from 
supplying  customers,  that  they  themselves  may  monopolize 
the  business. 

By  this  management,  the  consumer  is  obliged,  in  many 
instances,  to  pay  two,  and  sometimes  three  profits  before 
he  can  purchase  the  produce  of  the  country. 
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This  evil  may  be  remedied  .by  affording  the  couotry 
people  accommodations  inside  the  market,  at  was  originally 
Dtended,  and  as  ihe  laws  and  ordinances  provide. 

But  it  is  impossible  now  to  carry  out  this  design,  for 
want  of  room,  in  the  present  buildings ;  whereas  if  the  rec- 
ommendation of  your  Committee  to  erect  a  building  on  the 
plans  herewith  submitted  should  be  adopted,  then  it  is  res- 
pectfully suggested  that  ample  room  may  be  had  on  the 
lower  floor  of  the  present  market  for  all  those  now  driven  to 
the  street.  There  are  many  persons,  mostly  females,  who 
deal  in  flowers,  bird  seed,  herbs,  pickles,  butter,  cheese, 
eggs,  hams,  tongues,  tripe,  and  innumerable  other  articles 
of  a  like  character,  and  who  could  be  much  better,  more 
amply  and  carefully  accommodated  on  the  second  floor, 
thus  aflfording  room  in  the  first  story  for  those  who  are  now 
obliged  to  stand  in  the  street,  where  they  arc  almost  inac- 
cessible to  the  citizen,  in  consequence  of  the  crowd  and 
danger  of  approach. 

The  third  story  will  also  be  useful,  and  is,  in  the  opinion 
of  your  Committee  necessary.  It  may  be  found  indispen- 
sable for  a  variety  of  purposes.  It  is  a  conceded  fact  thai 
the  augmentation  of  the  commerce  of  this  city  has  driven 
many  of  our  ships  and  much  of  our  shipping  trade  from 
the  east  to  the  west  side  of  New  York.  This  growth  of 
our  commercial  marine,  and  its  change  of  location,  natu- 
rally  draws  the  merchant  after  it ;  in  consequence  of  which, 
the  business  of  the  west  side  of  the  city,  in  the  First,  Third 
and  Fifth  Wards,  is  very  largely  increased  and  constantly 
increasing.  On  the  east  side,  and  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
city,  there  are  two  or  three  large  sales  rooms,  where  car- 
goes of  teas,  coffee,  sugar,  sail,  ko.y  are  sold  bf  sample ; 
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bm  on  the  wett  side  no  such  coDTeniences  exist.  Already 
the  merchiinta  on  that  side  begins  to  feel  its  want,  and  is 
easting  about  for  the  means  to  supply  the  deficiency.  If 
in  the  contemplated  market  a  large  room,  well  ventilated 
and  equipped  with  the  conveniences  of  seating  an  audi- 
ence were  provided,  it  would  in  a  very  short  time  be  exten- 
sively used  for  purposes  o{  sales.  It  is  also  well  known 
that  there  is  not,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  city,  a  large 
room  that  can  be  obtained  for  public  purposes. 

The  want  of  such  a  gathering  place  is  a  very  great  in- 
convenience, but  may  easily  be  remedied  by  appropriating 
to  such  objects  the  room  in  the  third  story  of  the  market. 
As  public  meetings  arc  usually  held  in  the  evening  its 
occupation  by  public  meetings  would  not,  in  the  slightest 
manner,  interfere  with  its  use  for  the  other  purposes  men- 
tioned. In  the  third  story,  on  each  street,  access  to  which 
is  gained  by  a  broad  and  easy  flight  of  stairs,  there  are 
four  rooms  which  might  be  thus  used  as  rooms  for  sales  and 
public  assemblages,  and  also  for  drill  meetinsrs  of  military 
companies ;  and  other  rooms  in  the  third  story  might 
be  rented  to  timants  for  business  of  various  kinds,  for  offi- 
ces, lodging-rooms,  &c.,  and  thus  an  income  be  derived 
which  would  go  far  towards  paying  the  interest  on  the  cost 
of  the  market. 

The  subject  of  basement  rooms  in  the  building,  to  be 
rented  for  restaurants,  eating  rooms,  fruit  dealers,  &c.,  has 
engaged  much  of  the  attention  and  has  been  much  discussed 
by  your  Committee.  It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  base- 
ment rooms  in  market  places,  thus  used,  are  much  sought 
for,  afford  a  very  large  and  handsome  revenue,  and,  in  the 
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opiaioD  of  your  Commitleei  may  be  construcCed  tmder 
WaahiDgton  market,  according  to  the  plans  herewith,  with 
the  same  facility  and  ease  that  they  were  under  Fulton 
market,  and  far  superior  and  more  desirable. 

Your  Committee  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  that  this 
market  should  be  rebuilt,  and  on  an  enlarged  scale.  When 
the  present  building  was  erected  in  1808,  the  population 
was  considerably  less  than  one  hundred  thousand ;  by  the 
census  recently  taken,  it  is  shown  that  the  population  has 
increased  to  one-half  a  million,  an  addition  of  more  than 
five  hundred  per  cent.,  is  a  sufficient  reason  why  there 
should  be,  at  that  point,  increased  market  accommodations, 
and  more  particularly  when  we  consider  the  fact  that 
Washington  market  is  the  great  depot,  receiving  the  pro- 
duce from  all  sections  of  the  country,  by  land  and  water, 
and  diffusing  and  distributing  it  to  the  consumer  through 
the  other  markets  and  market  places  in  the  city,  nearly  all 
of  which  derive  their  supplies  from  this  source,  besides  fur- 
nishing as  it  does  the  shipping  in  port,  with  most  of  its 
fresh  provisions;  and  also  that  the  income  of  Washing- 
ton market  to  the  city  has  been  steadily  increasing  year 
after  year,  until  it  amounts  to  more  than  all  the  rest  of  the 
markets  in  the  city  together,  and  last  year  amounted  to 
over  seven  thousand  dollars  more  than  the  year  preceding. 

Although  the  rebuilding  of  this  market  has  been,  as  your 
Committee  believe,  demanded  by  the  positive  wants  of  the 
city,  and  has  for  several  successive  years  be^n  before  the 
Common  Council,  and  never  opposed  on  any  thing  Uke 
reasonable  grounds,  still  it  has  never  received  that  notice 
and  favor  which  its  importance  demands ;  one  reason  of 
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which  perhaps  it,  that  no  suitable  and  proper  plans  speci- 
fications and  estimates  for  a  work  of  such  magnitude  have 
heretofore  been  sufficiently  matured  to  be  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Board.  These  your  Committee  have 
taken  occasion  to  have  prepared  and  perfected,  together 
with  workings,  drawings,  all  complete,  and  present  them 
herewith, — and  will  here  observe  that  it  has  spent  a  great 
deal  of  time,  and  had  much  discussion  on  the  subject,  not 
only  with  each  other,  but  with  other  persons,  practical  and 
well  informed  men,  before  said  plans  were  fixed  upon, — 
and  now  present  them  with  the  utmost  confidence  that  a 
building  erected  upon  and  in  pursuance  of  them,  will  meet 
with  universal  approbation. 

Said  plans  represent  a  building  which  occupies  the  en- 
tire space  of  ground,  between  Washington  street,  West 

• 

street,  Vesey  and  Fulton  streets,  the  building  to  be  base- 
ment, first,  second  and  third  stories,  and  a  tower  with  clock 
and  fire  bell ; — it  surrounds  a  large  country  market.  The 
entire  building,  roofs  included,  to  be  built  of  brick,  granite 
and  iron,  so  as  to  make  the  building  completely  fire-proof. 

The  whole  building  to  stand  on  pile-work,  constructed 
on  the  most  approved  principle  adopted  in  building  the 
high  bridge  at  Harlem  ;  the  building  in  every  respect  to 
contain  all  the  improvements  suggested  by  the  present 
advanced  state  of  science  and  architecture. 

The  building,  for  the  sake  of  ventilation,  to  have  an 
area  in  front  and  in  the  rear  ;  the  floor  of  basement  to  be 
two  feet  above  high  water  mark,  so  as  to  be  perfectly  dry ; 
the  different  stories  to  be  approached  from  each  street  by 
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iron  fUii^i  without  iaAerferiog  with  the  oihor  etories ;  no 
room  to  be  lost  ibr  paaeages  in  the  diflbrent  atoricty  but  ail 
the  difierent  apartments  to  have  acoets  from  a  colonnade 
which  is  attached  to  e^h  floor,  into  which  colonnade  aU  the 
stair  cajses  open. 

All  the  floors  to  be  granite  resting  on  cast  iron  beams, 
supported  by  cast  iron  columns,  the  building  to  have  Cro* 
ton  water  in  all  the  stories,  and  a  well  regulated  system  of 
drains  and  sewers,  as  well  as  a  number  of  water-closets. 

A  great  advantage  of  the  design  is  its  simplicity,  which 
admits  the  building  to  be  erected  in  sections,  and  each 
story  of  it  to  be  made  useful  in  itself. 

The  plan  of  the  building  contemplates  its  being  erected 
without  the  brick  partitions  in  the  second  story,  which  can 
thus  be  used  for  market  purposes,  similar  to  the  country 
market ;  a  disposition  which,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Com- 
mittee, would  be  highly  desirable  in  every  respect.  The 
partitions  in  the  basement  can  be  omitted  or  shifted  for  the 
accommodation  of  tenants. 

All  the  basement  stores  under  Fulton  market,  12 
in  number,  cover  12,601  superficial  feet,  and  rent 
(per  year)  for $8,813  60 

These  stores  are  not  more  than  six  feet  nine  inches 
high,  have  a  very  light  eeiling  and  a  board  floor,  li- 
able to  destruction  by  rot,  and  ofiering  free  access  to 
vermin  of  every  description.  The  basement  stores 
under  the  proposed  Washington  market,  eight  feet 
six  inches  in  the  clear,  granite  floor  and  ceiling,  com- 
pletely fire  proof,  ventilated  by  an  aream  front  and 
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one  in  the  rear,  will  undoubtedly  fetch  at  least  the 
same  rent  as  those  under  Fulton  market,  sny  70 
cents  per  superficial  foot.  They  cover  24,000  su- 
perficial feet,  and  will  therefore  rent  at  70  cents 

per  foot,  for $16,  800  00 

a  year.  They  are  proposed  to  be  divided  into  27 
different  appartments.  The  majority  of  these 
stores,  having  besides  the  main  entrance  from  the 
street,  an  entrance  towards  the  country  market. 

According  to  the  report  of  the   Commissioner  of 
Streets  and  Lamps,  the  receipts  of  the  main  floor  cf 

the  present  Washington  market,  have  been $3,431  33 

And ..29,131  13 

$32,562  46 

The  market  fees  received  from  wagons  stonding 
in  the  streets,  deducted  with  $4,700  76.  The  re- 
ceipts of  the  main  floor  have  been  $27,562  00.  The 
proposed  new  building  occupies  the  same  ground 
upon  which  the  present  market  stands;  the  main 
floor  therefore  will  rent  for  at  least  the  same  amount 
as  the  receipts  of  the  same  floor  are  at  present. 

To  be  received  from  60  butchers'  stands  at  $150 
per  year $9,000  00 

For  market  fees 18,562  00 

$27,562  80 

The  second  story  will  contain  thirty-three  oflSces 
of  21x41  feet,  each  of  which  at  a  low  estimate,  con- 
sidering the  building  being  completely  fire  proof, 
will  command  a  rent  at  an  average  of  three  hundred 
dollars $9,900  00 
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Should  the  opinion  of  your  Committee  prevail, 
that  the  second  floor  would  be  better  appropriated  for 
market  purposes,  the  floor  about  27,000  superficial 
feet,  with  a  number  of  easy  stairs,  would  undoub- 
tedly fetch  a  larger  rent  than  estimated  above. 

The  third  floor,  occupying  the  same  number  of 
superficial  feet  as  the  second,  and  being  free  from 
any  columns  or  other  obstructions,  thirteen  feet  high, 
could  with  great  propriety  be  appropriated  for  large 
sales  rooms  and  offices,  and  will  undoubtedly  com- 
mand half  the  rent  of  the  second  floor $4,950  00 

The  whole  revenue  of  the  proposed  new  market  will  be, 

1.  Basement $19,800  00 

2.  Firstfloor 27,598  00 

3.  Second  floor 9,900  00 

4.  Third  floor 4,950  00 

Total $59,212  00 

According  to  best  estimates  your  Committee  can  arrive 
at,  the  cost  of  the  building  when  completed,  will  not  exceed 

the  value  of $250,000  00 

The  value  of  the  ground  estimated  at 300,000  00 

Total $550,000  00 

Five  per  cent,  on  cost 27,500  00 

Expenses  of  superintending  the  building,  clerk 

hire,  sweeping  and  lighting. .;.... 3,200  00 

$30,700  00 

Receipts  as  above.  • $59,212  00 

Interest  and  expenses • 30700  00 

Thus  showing  a  surplus  of  (per  y^r.). $28,512  00 
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The  above  calculation  which  is  no  doubt  below  what  the 
actual  receipts  will  be,  shows  to  a  demonHration  that  hn. 
sides  5  percent,  interest  on  the  whole  cost  of  ground,  build- 
ing and  all  the  expenses  of  superintending,  the  new  build- 
ing will  produce  a  surplus  of  $28,512  per  year,  or  that  the 
money  advanced  in  erecting  the  new  structure  will  be  re- 
funded within  nine  years,  exclusive  the  fees  received  from 
the  wagons  standing  in  the  streets,  and  exclusive  of  any 
deduction  of  interest  on  $28,612  expected,  to  be  repaid 
annually  out  of  the  receipts  of  the  market. 

Comparing  the  I'evenue  of  the  present  market  to  those  of 
the  proposed  new  building,  the  receipts  of  the  present  mar- 
ket are.  .• $33,958  46 

Receipts  of  the  new  building. .  •  .$59,212  00 

Fees  for  wagons • 4,700  26 

^ : $63,912  46 

The  revenue  of  the  city  therefore  will  be  in- 
creased by  the  new  building  to $29,954  00 

And  the  whole  cost  of  the  new  building  beyond  any  doubt 
and  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances  possibly  to  be 
anticipated,  will  be  refunded  in  less  than  ten  years. 

.  The  excavations  necessary  for  the  erection  of  said  build- 
ing, will  also  furnish  a  large  amount  of  earth,  which  may 
be  used  with  good  effect  and  with  benefit  to  the  neighbor- 
hood, in  filling  up  and  improving  the  open  space  on  the 
west  side  of  West  street ;  a  space  which  was  originally  de- 
signed and  left  for  the  accommodation  of  country  wagons, 
which  in  great  numbers  are  in  daily  attendance  at  the  mar- 
kets, filled  with  fresh  vegetable  from  the  country — but 
which  space,  from  the  soft  alluvial  character  of  the  soil,  is 
wholly  unfit,  and  is  not  used  for  the  purpose  assigned,. but 
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it  a  great  monstrous  mnd  hole,  a  receptacle  for  all  the  filth, 
decayed  vegetables,  rotten  fruit,  and  dirt  in  the  neighbor- 
hood ;  which,  from  its  convenience  as  such  a  place  of  de- 
posit, it  is  impossible  to  prevent,  and  is  the  source  of  con- 
stant fenr  that  in  the  summer  season  it  will  be  the  cause  of 
disease  and  death,  as  it  is  now  the  roost  prolific  of  miasmas 
and  foul  stench  enough,  indeed,  to  deter  many  from  ap- 
proaching within  the  circle  of  its  influence  ;  and  situated  as 
it  is,  in  the  very  midst  of  the  most  populous  part  of  the 
city,  is  a  stain  upon  its  fair  fame,  of  which  the  municipal 
authorities  may  well  feel  ashamed. 

« 
It  may  and  probably  will  be  urged  by  some  that  a  large 

and  costly  market  house  can  never  be  made  to  pay  an  in- 
come to  meet  the  interest  on  the  cost,  and  urge,  in  support 
of  their  opinion,  the  failure  of  the  Centre  market  as  a  profi- 
table investment  for  the  city.  But  your  Committee  respect- 
fully  submit  that  that  is  not  a  parallel  case,  as  experience 
has  shown  to  a  demonstration,  and  is  constantly  showing, 
that  a  large  market,  to  be  useful  for  the  purposes  of  its 
erection  and  profitable  to  the  city,  must  be  built  on  the 
margin  of  the  river,  for  the  convenience  of  the  great  mass 
of  water  craft  that  bring  it  supplies,  and  that  inland  mar- 
kets, or  markets  remote  from  the  shore,  have  never  succeed- 
ed, and  need  never  and  ought  not  to  be  large  or  costly. 

Entertaining  the  views  herein  imperfectly  expressed, 
your  Committee  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
wants  and  exigencies  of  the  city  imperetively  demand  that 
Washington  market  should  be  rebuilt  on  its  present  site, 
and  therefore,  with  confidence,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  folio v^ing  resolution : 
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Resolved^  That  WashiDgton  market  be  rebuilt  on  its  pre- 
sent site,  upon  and  according  to  the  plans,  designs  and  spe- 
fications  prepared  by  Frederick  A.  Petersen,  Esq.,  and 
herewith  presented,  which  plans,  &c.,  are  hereby  adopted  ; 
and  that  said  plans,  &c.,  be  delivered  to  the  Commissionef 
of  Repairs  and  Supplies,  and  he  be  and  hereby  is  instructed 
to  take  the  necessary  measures  to  ascertain  the  cost  of  said 
building,  the  time  required  for  its  erection  in  sections,  and 
such  other  information  in  relation  to  its  erection  as  he  may 
deem  necessary  to  the  Common  Council. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  DELAMATER,)  Ciwimi^^e 
WARREN  CHAPMAN,      >        on 
DANIEL  DODGE,  S  Markets. 
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SPECIFICATION 

or  THE  WORK  AITD  MATERIALS  TO  BE  CONTRACTED  FOR  IN 
BUILDING  THE  WASHINGTON  MARKET,  ACCORDING  TO 
PLANS,  ELEVATIONS  AND  SECTIONS. 

DIMENSIONS. 

According  to  plans,  the.  new  market  is  to  be  built  be- 
tween Washington,  West,  Fulton  and  Vesey  streets,  on  the 
same  lot  now  occupied  by  the  old  market.  The  building 
to  be  175  feet  on  Washington  street ;  182  feet  4  inches  on 
West  street :  253  feet  5  inches  on  Vesey  street,  and  236 
feet  on  Fulton  street.  The  building  to  be  45  feet  deep  on 
each  street;  the  main  floor  to  rise  2  feet  11  inches  above 
the  side-walk  when  regulated.  A  colonnade  of  7  feet 
wide  to  run  all  along  the  four  rear  walls,  level  with  the 
main  floor,  in  a  length  of  22  feet  in  the  centre  of  the  rear 
wall  on  West  street,  the  floor  of  said  colonnade  to  be  2  feet 
11  inches  below  the  level  of  the  main  floor.  The  portion 
of  the  ground  not  occupied  by  the  building  and  colonnade 
is  to  be  used  as  the  country  market. 

The  building  is  to  be  basement,  first,  second  and  third 
story  high,  and  is  to  have  an  area  of  5  feet  wide  on  all  the 
four  streets,  and  an  area  of  5  feet  6  inches  wide  to  run  along 
the  rear  walls.  A  colonnade  of  7  feet  wide  to  run  along 
the  rear  walls  on  a  level  with  the  second  floor,  and  on  a 
level  with  the  third  floor. 
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HEIGHT  OF  STORIES. 

fiasement  to  be  8  feet  6iDches;  first  floor,  16  feet; 
second  floor,  12  feet ;  third  floor,  13  feet.  All  the  stories 
to  be  of  the  above  height  between  floor  and  ceiling. 

The  building  to  have  an  iron  roof,  which  pitches  all  sides 
from  the  centre.  The  country  market  to  be  covered  with 
an  iron  roof,  resting  on  a  row  of  columns,  11  feet  above 
the  ceiling  of  the  third  story,  rising  to  the  centre  pitching 
both  sides  as  shown  on  plans  and'  sections. 

ARRANGEMENT. 

There  will  be  five  entrances  to  the  main  floor  of  the 
building  on  Washingtton  street ;  five  on  Fulton  street ; 
five  on  Vesey  street,  and  three  on  West  street,  stairs  from 
the  side-walk  to  each  entrance.  A  passage  of  22  feet 
from  West  street,  through  the  main  building  to  the  country 
market.  On  each  street  a  flight  of  stairs  10  feet  wide  will 
lead  to  the  second  story  ;  thence  four  stair-cases,  one  in 
each  corner  of  the  building,  will  lead  to  the  upper  stories. 
On  each  street  will  be  a  hoist-wheel,  and  a  hatchway  in 
each  story. 

Five  flights  of  wide  stairs  will  lead  from  the  colonnade 
on  first  floor  to  the  country  market ;  thence  eight  flights 
will  lead  to  the  basement,  which  is  also  to  be  approached 
by  five  flights  of  stairs  on  Washington  street;  nine  flights 
on  Fulton  street ;  nine  flights  on  Vesey  street,  and  six 
flights  on  West  street. 

There  is  to  be  a  tower  on  Washington  street,  which,  at 
the  same  expense  may  be  built  on.  West  street,  containing 
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a  fire  bell,  and  a  large  clock  with  four  faces,  one  towards 
each  street.  Two  rows  of  water  closets  to  be  on  each  side 
of  the  building,  under  the  Country  market,  each  to  be  di- 
vided in  three  diflferent  apartments,  to  be  approached  from 
the  rear  area. 

The  foundation  of  the  walls,  pillars  and  columns  to  start 
upon  pile-work,  to  be  constructed  as  shown  on  plan.  In- 
verted arches  to  be  constructed  all  albng  the  foundation  of 
front  and  rear  walls,  ;  all  the  pillars  under  the  diflferent 
columns,  in  that  portion  of  the  building  upon  which  the 
tower  is  to  rest,  to  be  connected  with  inverted  arches  in 
both  directions.  The  foundation  of  columns  under  the 
four  diagonal  beams,  one  in  each  corner  of  the  building,  to 
be  connected  with  inverted  arches  also.  The  pillars  in 
basement  and  first  story  front,  the  arches  in  first  story 
front,  and  archivolts  over  arches,  shown  on  plans,  to  be  of 
best  granite;  each  of  said  pillars  to  be  of  one  piece  :  all 
^  the  walls  in  front  and  rear  to  be  built  of  best  quality  New- 
burgh  pavers,  to  be  laid  in  best  hydaulic  cement. 

The  walls  to  be  faced  with  first  quality  North  river 
pressed  front  bricks,  to  be  laid  in  close  joints  in  while  mor- 
tar. The  floor  of  basement  and  Country  market  to  be  of 
first  quality  flog  stone  not  less  than  3  inches  thick  ;  all  the 
other  floors  to  be  of  best  granite,  seven,  eight  or  nine  inches 
thick,  and  to  be  cut  as  shown  on  plans. 

The  floor  of  the  first  story  to  pitch  towards  the  two  gut* 
lers,  as  shown  on  the  plan  ;  the  gutters  to  receive  24  patent 
iron  leaders  to  carry  the  water  through  the  basement  to  the 
sewer.     The  diflferent  floors  to  rest  upon  cast  iron  beams  ; 
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tlie  beams  to  be  11  feet  from  centres ;  each  beam  to  reach 
from  front  to  rear  wall,  and  the  different  parts  of  each 
beam  to  be  anchdred  together  in  manner  shown  on  work- 
ing^ drawing.  Each  beam  to  be  supported  by  t\(*o  cast-iron 
columns;  the  cops  of  each  column  to  have  flanches,  to 
prevent  any  lateral  motion  of  the  beams;  all  the  beams  to 
be  connected  with  each  other  over  each  row  of  columns  by 
a  wrought. iron  bar;  on  the  top  of  ench  beam  to  be  two 
circular  flnnches,  to  receive  the  columns  of  next  floor.  For 
dimensions  and  constructions  see  working  drawings. 

The  cohmins  on  first  floor  to  have  flnnches  in  form  of  a 
small  bracket,  to  receive  bars  of  butcher  stalls,  as  shown  on 
the  plan  ;  and  the  columns  to  receive  gas  pipes  and  fixtures 
as  shown  on  the  plan.  A  granite  base  8  inches  high,  to 
run  inside  each  story,  as  shown  on  plan. 

The  ceiling  of  third  story  to  be  of  best  galvanized  Salis- 
bury iron  ;  put  on  as  shown  on  plan.  Two  drains  of  10 
inch  diameter  each,  to  run  under  the  building,  as  shown  on 
pinn,  and  to  receive  all  the  water  from  the  first  floor  of 
main  building,  and  from  country  market,  by  patent  iron 
leaders  ;  the  drains  to  open  into  a  sewer  of  two  feet  diam- 
eter ;  smoke  flues  to  be  introduced  as  many  as  shown  on 
plan  of  basement  floor,  to  ventilate  the  entire  building, 
openings  are  introduced  below  the  windows  of  country 
market,  as  shown  on  section.  AH  the  window  frames  and 
sashes,  and  all  the  diflTerent  doors  in  the  building  to  be  of 
wrought  and  cast  iron.  The  windows  in  front  of  first  story 
to  have  blinds  in  the  centre  and  lights  on  each  side  ;  the 
windows  in  rear  walls  to  have  granite  sills.  For  size,  pat- 
tern and  construction,  see  working  drawings  to  be  furnished 
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by  the  architect.  The  hatchwnys  in  fint  floor  to  have  iron 
lattice  doors.  All  the  different  partitions  to  be  8-inch  brick 
walls.  All  the  inside  stairs  to  be  wrought  iron,  except  the 
steps;  size  nnd  pallem  as  shown  on  plans  and  sections; 
working  drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect.  The 
area  in  nil  four  fronts  of  the  building,  to  have  wrought  iron 
grating,  ns  shown  on  plans  and  sections. 

The  building  to  be  protected  against  lightning  by  five 
conductors,  cf  the  most  approved  construction,  one  on  the 
tower  and  one  on  each  street,  to  run  from  the  lop  of  the 
roof  10  the  area,  thence  to  a  sewer,  according  to  directions 
of  the  architect. 


SPECIFICATION 

OF   MASO:^    WORK    AND   MATERIALS    TO     BE    CONTACTED   FOR 
IN    BUILDING   WASHINGTON   MARKET. 

1.  Digging — Sufficient  excavation  to  be  made  for  to 
construct  tliu  foundation  of  the  building. 

2.  Foundation  and  blue  stone  walls. — Ail  the  front  walls, 
rear  walls,  rear  area  wall,  all  the  different  pillars  to  start 
upon  a  base  course  composed  of  large  building  stone,  each 
piece  to  exiond  over  the  extreme  outside  of  the  pile  work 
ond  to  be  of  proportionate  length,  not  less  than  two  feel 
and  a  half,  tu  he  not  le^s  than  10  inches  thick,  to  be  laid 
crass  wise,  edge  to  edge. 


703  (Doc.  No.  40. 

The  area  wall  in  front  of  the  bnilding,  on  all  the  four 
streets,  the  walls  of  the  water  closets,  stairs,  will  all  start 
upon  a  base  course  composed  of  large  building  stone,  each 
piece  to  be  at  least  three  feet  long,  and  of  proportionate 
width,  not  less  than  10  inches  thick,  to  be  laid  crosswise 
edge  to  edge  ;  the  top  of  base  course  to  be  not  less  tlwrn  12 
inches  below  the  floor  next  adjoining  ;  the  foundation  to  be 
solid  bedded  and  well  laid  in  beds  of  hydraulic  cement. 

The  area  wall  in  front  of  the  building  to  be  carried  up 
to  the  level  of  the  side-walk.  For  height  and  thickness 
see  plans  and  sections.  All  the  stone  in  area  wall  in  front 
of  the  building  to  be  best  quality  blue  building  stone,  Inid 
in  the  most  approved  workmanlike  manner,  in  first  quality 
hydraulic  cement ;  where  the  surface  of  area  wall  is  ex- 
posed to  view,  to  be  well  hammer-dressed,  and  the  joints 
to  be  neatly  pointed. 

10,152  cb.  ft.  foundation  under  front  walls, 

846  ft.  X  3  ft.  X  4  ft. 

5,784  cb.  ft.  rear  walls, 

482  X  3  ft.  X  3  ft. 

3,506  cb.  ft.    in  123  pillars,  each  pillar 

4  ft.  X  2  ft.  8in.x2ft.  8in. 

1,710  cb.  ft.  in  inverted  arches  under  tower, 

38  ft.  X  6  ft.  x2  ft.8in.  x  2  ft.  8  in. 
3,168  cb.  ft.   in  inverted  arches  in  four  corners,  each 

66  ft.  X  3  ft. X  4  ft. 
5,140  cb.  ft.    in  rear  area  wall, 

480x4x2  ft.  Sin. 


29,460  cb.  ft.  of  foundation  under  walls  and  pillars. 

17,320  cb.  fu  of  front  area  wall, 

866  ft.  X  12  ft.  X  1ft.  8  in. 
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3 .  Brick  ivaUs. 

A. — Basement. 

2,465  cb.  ft.  front  walls;  112  lineal  feel  of  wall  between 

the  granite  pillars;  7  ft.  6  in.  high  ;  2  ft. 
8  in.  thick. 

1,860  cb.  ft.  in  31  piers  of  rear  wall ;  8  ft.  6  in.  high ;  2 

ft.  8  in.  long  and  wide. 

3,105  cb.  ft.  of  rear  wall,  135  ft.  x  8  ft.  6  in.  x  2  ft.  8  in. 

5,085      "    of  partitions,  1,017  ft.  x7ft6  in.  xO  ft.  8  in. 

7,230      ^'    in  rear  area  wall,  4S2  ft.  x  7  ft.  6  in.  x  2  ft. 
330      "     in  33  piers,  2  ft.  x  2ft.  x  2  ft.  6  in. 

1,120      ^^     in  112  lineal  ft.  of  wall  around  the  water 

closets — 

112  ft.  x7ft.6in.xl  ft.  4  in. 


21,195  cb.  ft  of  brick  wall  in  basement. 

B. — First  Story. 

4,256  cb.  ft.  in  front  wall,  belween  the  granite  pillnrs, 

112ft.xlSftll  in.  X  2  ft. 

3,674      "    over  arches. 

734  ft.  x2ft.  6in.  x2ft. 

5425  cb.  ft.  in  rear  wall,  482  ft  xl6  ft.x2  ft.=rl5425  cb.  ft. 

off  for  openings,. '. . .     10000      ^* 

520  cb.  ft.  in  corners  for  stair-case, 

35  ft.xl6  ft.x2  ft.=  1120  cb.  ft. 

off  for  openings. . . .     600      " 

13875  cb.  ft.  of  brick  work  in  first  story. 
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SECOND   STO&Y. 

12810  cb.  ft.  front  wall,  846  ft.x2  ft.xl2  ft.  project's  incliid. 

20810  cb.  ft. 

off  for  openings. . . .     8000  " 

5050  cb.  ft.  rear  wall,  482  ft.xl2  ft.x2  ft. =11568  '' 

off  for  openings*. ..     6518  ^' 

400  cb.  ft.  cor.  stair-cases  35  ft.xl2  ft.x2ft.     840  " 

off  for  openings. . . .       440      •* 
10486  cb.  ft.  in  partition  walls, 

I430ft.xll  ft.xOft.  8in. 


C( 


28746  cb.  ft.  of  brick  work  in  second  story. 

THIRD  STORY. 

15688  cb.  ft.  front  wall,  846  ft.xl4  ft.x2ft.=23688  cb.  ft. 

off  for  openings.  • .  •  8000      *' 
4178  cb.  ft.  rear  wall,482  ft.xl3  ft.xl  ft.  4  in.  8354     ** 

off  for  openings. . . .  4177 
682  cb.  ft.  cor,  stair-cases,  35  fi.  xl2  ft.x2ft.     910 

off  for  openings ....     228 
8190  cb.  ft.  partitions,  738  ft.xl3  ft.xO  ft.8in. 

28738  cb.  ft.  of  brick  work  in  third  sfory. 
28746       "  "  second  " 

13875       "  "  first       " 

21195      '*  "  basement. 


i€ 


92554  cb.  ft.  of  brick  work  to  be  bnllt  of  best  qualify 
Newburgh  pavers,  to  be  laid  in  hydraulic  cement  of  most 
approved  quality,  in  most  workmanlike  manner,  the  front 
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ond  rear  walls  to  be  faced  on  both  sides  with  first  qualify 
Norih  river  pressed  front  bricks,  to  be  laid  in  close  joints  iQ 
white  mortar,  in  the  most  workmanlike  manner.  All  the 
necessary  flues  shown  on  plans  to  be  introduced  ;  all  the 
openings  for  gas  and  plumber  to  be  cut  and  to  be  made 
good  after  (hey  have  done  ;  the  mason  to  set  all  the  stone 
work  in  the  most  workmanlike  manner,  and  the  walls  to 
be  well  washed  down  after  the  building  is  completed  ;  the 
mason  to  furnish  all  the  centres  and  other  tools  and  requi- 
sites to  complete  his  work.  The  working  drawings  for 
projections,  mouldings,  .cornices,  arches,  &c.,  to  be  furnish- 
ed by,  and  the  work  to  be  done  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  architect. 

PLASTERING. 

All  the  partition  walls  in  the  basement,  second  and  third 
storios,  to  be  plastered  upon  the  brick  work,  scratch,  brown 
and  hard  finish  coats,  with  Thomaston  lime,  sharp  sand 
and  htiir  mortar,  the  scratch  coat  to  be  mixed  with  plenty 
of  strong  hair. 


SPECIFICATION 

OF  stone-cutters'  work  and  materials  to  be  contract- 
ed  FOR   IN   BUILDING   WASHINGTON    MARKET. 

A. — Flagging. 

1.  Basement. 

25,500  superficial  feet  of  flagging  in  the  main  basement 
floor — 624x41  feet. 
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4,230  superficial  feet  in  front  area — 846  z  6  feet. 
2,410  superficial  feet  in  rear  area^— 482x5  feet. 

2.  First  story. 

8,778  superficial  feet  of  flagging  in  country  market — 
133  feet  long  and  66  feet  wide. 

7,000  superficial  feet  side-walk  on  all  the  four  streets. — 
The  flagging  to  Ue  done  in  the  best  workmanlike  manner ; 
the  stones  to  be  laid  in  courses  ;  all  the  necessary  holes  for 
the  columns,  for  leaders,  &c.,  to  be  cut ;  all  the  flagging  to 
be  not  less  than3iu.  thick,  smooth  face,  to  be  well  dressed. 

B. — Granite  Floor  Stokes. 

1.  First  Floor. 

25,500  superficial  feet  of  granite  stone,  in  pieces  of  11 
feet  in  length,  by  about  3  feet  6  inches  wide  and  9  inches 
thick. 

3,856  superficial  feet  in  colonnade,  in  pieces  of  8  ft.  long, 
not  less  than  6  inches  thick. 

2.  Second  Floor. 

25,500  superficial  feet  of  stone  in  pieces  11  feet  long, 
about  3  feet  6  inches  wide  and  8  inches  thick. 

3,856  superficial  feet  in  colonnade,  in  pieces  8  feet  long, 
not  less  than  6  inches  thick. 

3.  Third  Floor. 

25,500  superficial  feet  of  stone,  in  pieces  11  feet  long, 
about  3  feet  6  inches  wide,  7  inches  thick. 
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All  the  above  granite  Hoofing  to  be  of  4iedt  qtiillity  granite, 
sharp  edges,  well  hammer  dressed  and  tooled  od  all  the 
surffices  ;  to  be  shaped  and  cut  according  to  plans  and 
working  drawings,  and  the  directions  of  the  architect ;  all 
the  holes  for  columns,  leaders,  &c.,  to  be  cut;  the  pieces 
along  both  walls  to  be  ctit  off  rough ;  in  the  corners  the 
pieces  to  be  mitred,  and  all  the  floor  to  be  laid  in  best  quality 
hydraulic  cement ;  the  floor  of  the  first  story  to  be  sloped, 
according  to  section,  to  lead  the  water  used  for  cleaning, 
&c.,  stnlls,  down  to  a  gutter  on  each  side  of  the  centre 
alley;  thence  through  iron  leaders  to  the  sewer ;  gutters  to 
be  cut  out  according  to  plans  and  sections. 

C. — Granite  Stairs. 

Twenty-four  flight  of  stairs,  from  the  side-walk  to  the 
first  floor,  and  from  the  country  market  to  the  first  floor. 

Each  flight  to  be  12  feet  long,  spandril  walls  included  : 
each  flight  to  have  three  steps,  a  platform  and  a  sill ; 
moulded  and  finished  in  best  workmanlike  nianoer,  set  in 

best  style  to  make  a  neat  job. 

D. — Coping. 

846  running  feet  of  granite  coping  in  front  area  wall,  14 
inches  wide,  not  less  than  8  inches  thick. 

800  running  feet  of  granite  coping  on  front  walls  and 
chimneys,  to  be  12  inches  wide,  not  less  than  three  inches 
thick  ;  to  belaid  in  best  workmanlike  manner,  well  clamped 
together. 
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£. — Granite  Pillars  and  Arches. 
1.  Basement. 

76  feet  pillars  9  feet  7  inches  high  ;  2  feet  8  inches  thick, 
and  2  feet  eight  inches  thick  ;  each  of  them  cut  to  receive 
the  cnsi  iron  beams,  and  the  pillar  of  the  first  sfory,  accord- 
ing to  working  drawings,  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect. 

2.  First  Story. 

76  bases,  2  feet  long  and  2  feet  wide,  1  foot  thick,  to 
have  a  moulding  projecting  not  more  than  4  inches  on 
three  sides. 

76  pillars,  7  feet  long,  2  feet  thick,  and  2  feet  wide. 

76  caps,  2  feet  wide,  2  feet  long  and  1  foot  thick  ;  on 
three  sides  to  have  a  moulding  projecting  not  over  6  inches. 

1,332  lineal  feet  of  arch,  to  be  2  feet  high,  2  feet  tliick, 
wiih  a  lop  moulding  in  front,  projecting  not  over  6  inches  ; 
to  be  set  of  pieces  of  about  2  feet  6  inches  long;  lo  be 
according  to  plans  and  working  drawings,  and  the  direc- 
tions of  the  architect. 

600  lineal  feet  of  bftSe  course,  8  inches  high  by  6  inches 
wide,  to  be  well  hammer-dressed  on  one  side  and  faced,  ns 
shown  on  plan  and  working  drawing,  in  pieces  from  3  to  5 
feet  long. 

57  granite  sills  in  windows  in  rear  wall  and  in  front. 

3 .  Second  Story. 

600  lineal  feet  of  base  course,  8  inches  high,  6  inches 
wide,  of  the  same  kind  as  in  first  story. 

35  granite  sills,  in  windows  in  rear  walls. 
4 
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4.  Third  Sioff. 

448  linenl  feet  of  arcliivoll,  1  foot  thick,  1  fool  6  inches 
wide,  motildtd  uccording  to  plans  and  working  drawingSi 
in  pieces  of  about  2  feet  6  inches  long. 

600  lineal  feet  of  6  by  8  inches  wide,  of  the  same  kind 
in  first  slory. 

35  granite  window  sills  in  rear  walls. 

36  granite  caps,  3  feet  long  by  2  feet  wide,  1  foot  thick, 
returning  moulding  on  three  sides,  according  to  plans  and 
working  drawing  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect.  AH  the 
above  granite  (o  be  of  uniform  free  color  all  over  the  build- 
ing, of  the  best  quality ;  all  to  be  from  any  defect  whatever, 
8i*t  and  pointed  in  the  most  approved  and  neatest  manner, 
under  direction  of  the  architect. 

CARP£NTSR. 

175  ft.  0  in.  front  wall  on  Washington  street. 
182  ft.  4  in.  "  West  " 

236  ft.  3  in.  •*  Fulton  " 

253  ft.  5  in.  "  Vesey  " 

87  ft.  0  in.  rear  wall  on    Washington  street  side. 

96  ft.  0  in.        "  West  *• 

148  ft.  0  in.        *^  Fulton  " 

157  ft.  0  in.        "  Vesey  " 


1329  lineal  feet  of  pile  work  under  front  and  rear  walls. 

All  the  pile  work  under  pillars  inside  the  building  and 
under  colonnade  to  be  constructed  in  the  following  man* 
ner ;  the  piles  to  be  not  less  thaa  12  inehes  in  diameter,  all 
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the  bark  to  be  taken  of.  All  the  piles  to  be  driven  by  a 
hammer  not  less  thaii  one  ton  of  weight,  to  fall  not  less 
than  thirty  feet — the  piles  to  be  driven  down  as  far  us  pos- 
sible. All  the  timber  for  plates  on  piles,  to  be  10  by  12 
inches,  northern  pine,  to  be  framed  as  shown  on  plans,  in 
a  good  workmanlike  manner. 


SPECIFICATION 

OF  IRON    WORK    TO    BE    CONTRACTED    FOR   IN    BUILDING  THE 
WASHINGTON  MARKET. 

A.  Cast  Iron  Columns. 

1.  BasemenL 

114  hollow  fluted  columns,  eight  feet  long ;  outside  di- 
ameter, 10  inches ;  inside  diameter,  8  inches. 

8  hollow  fluted  columns,  6  feet  6  inches  long  ;  outside 
diameter,  1  foot;  inside  diameter,  9|  inches. 

2.  First  Story. 

114  hollow  fluted  columns,  15  feet  9  inches  long  ;  outside 
diameter,  8  inches ;  inside  diameter,  6^  inches.  Each 
column  to  have  a  small  open  bracket  cast  on  each  side  to 
receive  a  parallel  bar, according  to  working  drawings  to  be 
furnished  by,  and  to  be  returned  to  the  architect. 

25  hollow  fluted  columns  in  colonnade,  to  be  of  the 
some  dimensions  as  the  fprmer 
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3  hollow  fluted  columns,  17  feet  11  inches  long ;  outside 
diunieter,  10  inches  ;  inside  diametei'',  8  inches. 

8  hollow  fluted  columns,  14  feet  3  inches  long;  outside 
diameter,  12  inches  ;  inside  diameter,  9j  inches. 

3.  Second  Story. 

117  hollow  fluted  columns,  11  feet  8  inches  long ;  out- 
side diameter,  8  inches  ;  inside  diameter,  6]  inches. 

25  hollow  fluted  columns,  11  feet  8  inches  long ;  outside 
diameter,  8  inches ;  inside  diameter,  6j  inches;  each  col- 
umn to  have  an  opening  at  the  foot  to  receive  the  tie  beams 
and  the  anchors. 

8  hollow  fluted  columns,  10  feet  2  inches  long;  outside 
diameter,  1  foot,  inside  diameter,  10  inches. 

4.  Third  Story. 

26  hollow  fluted  columns,  13  feet  7  inches  long;  outside 
diameter,  8  inches;  inside  diameter,  6j  inches;  each  col- 
umn to  have  an  opening  at  the  foot  to  receive  the  tie  beams 
and  the  anchors. 

5.  Sky-Light. 

38  hollow  fluted  columns,  11  feet  9  inches  long,  outside 
diameter,  8  inches  ;  inside  diameter,  6 J  inches;  each  col- 
umn to  have  an  opening  at  the  foot  to  receive  ihe  tie  beams, 
the  shoe  of  the  rafters,  etc.,  according  to_working  drawings, 
to  be  furnished  and  to  be  returned  to  the  architect. 

B.  Beams. 

1.  Basement. 

43  hollow  beams,  42  feet  4  inches  long,  12  inches  thick, 
9  inches  wide :  each  beam  to  be  of  three  pieces,  14  feet  8 
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inches,  14  feet  8  inches,  13  feet ;  eacli  piece  to  have  flnnches 
cast  on  each  side  to  receive  the  wrought  iron  anchors ;  (he 
the  sides  of  the  beams  to  have  a  number  of  circular  open- 
ings according  to  working  drawings  ;  each  beam  to  weigh 
about  6000  lbs. 

27  hollow  beams  from  35  feet  to  5  feet  in  length,  (o  be 
of  the  same  section  as  the  former. 

247  running  feet  of  hollow  beams  in  pieces  from  24  feet 
6  inches  to  17  feet  in  length,  to  be  1  foot  6  inches  high  and 
1  foot  wide  ;  to  have  flanches  to  receive  the  wrought  iron 
anchors,  to  have  a  number  of  circular  openings  on  each  side 
and  bottom,  weighing  about  300  lbs.  per  running  foot.    / 

247  running  feet  of  hollow  beams,  in  pieces  from  23  feet 
to  16  feet  in  length  ;  to  be  1  foot  high,  openings  on  all 
sides,  and  weighing  about  100  lbs.  perrunning  foot. 

26  beams,  10  feet  long,  eight  inches  high,  Ij  inches 
thick. 

2.  First  Story. 

34  hollow  beams,  43  feet  long,  12  inches  high,  9  inches 
thick,  each  beam  to  be  of  three  pieces,  15  feet  long,  13 
feet  long  and  15  feet  long  ;  to  have  openings  of  a  circular 
form  on  each  side  and  in  the  bottom  ;  each  beam  according 
to  working  drawing  weighing,  about  6,300  lbs. 

27  hollow  beams,  from  35  feet  to  5  feet  in  length ;  the 
section  lo  be  the  same  as  the  former. 

247  running  feet  of  hollow  beams  in  pieces  from  24  feet 
6  inches  lo  17  feet  in  length ;  to  be  1  foot  6  inches  high 
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and  one  foot  wide ;  to  hav^  circular  Qpeoiagt  on  three 
sides,  flanche?  to  receive  the  wrought*iroo  anchors  and  ac- 
cording to  working  drawing*  weighing  about  800  lb«.  per 
running  foot. 

247  running  feet  of  hollow  beam,  in  pieces  from  23  feet 
3  inches  to  16  feet  in  length  ;  to  be  1  foot  high  by  9  in. 
wide,  weighing  about  100  pounds  per  ruoniog  foot. 

26  beams,  11  feet  long,  12  inches  high,  IJ  inches  thick. 

300  running  feet  of  cast  iron  plate,  12  inches  high,  by 
about  {  inch  thick,  to  hide  the  space  between  the  cap  of  the 
columns  and  the  upper  flooring. 

3.  Second  Story, 

There  is  the  same  number  of  beams,  the  same  size  and 
the  same  quantity  of  plate  in  the  second  story  as  there  is 
in  the  first. 

C. — Stairs. 

1.  Basement. 

29  flight  of  stairs  from  the  side-walk  to  the  basement ; 
each  flight  to  be  7  feet  wide  ;  each  flight  to  have  ten  steps 
and  risers. 

4  flight  of  stairs  from  the  country  market  to  the  base- 
ment ;  each  flight  to  be  4  feet  wide  ;  each  to  have  9  steps 
and  risers ;  all  the  stairs  to  be  wrought  iron  except  the 
steps,  according  to  working  drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the 
architect;  steps  to  be  about  one-half  inch  thick,  risers  to  be 
about  three-eighth  of  an  inch. 
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S.  Fintj  Second  and  Third  Stories. 

128  steps  in  two  flights,  from  basement  to  third  story,  5 
feet  wide. 

128  steps  in  two  flights,  from  basement  to  third  story,  4 
feet  wide. 

104  steps  in  four  flighu  from  first  lo  second  story,  ten 
feet  wide. 

All  the  above  mentioned  stairs  to  be  constructed  according 
to  the  working  drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect, 
to  have  close  rails  and  railings. 

All  the  cast-iron  work  lo  be  of  best  quality  American 
iron,  cost  in  the  most  approved  manner,  to  make  a  neat 
job.  Each  cast-iron  beam  to  rest  upon  cast-iron  plate,  18 
inches  long  and  wide,  by  2  inches  thick.  Each  cohiinn  in 
basement  to  rest  upon  a  cast-iron  plate,  18  by  18  inches, 
2  inches  thick  ;  each  column  in  first  floor  colonnade  to  rest 
upon  a  cast  iron  plate,  18  by  18  inches,  2  inches  thick. 

No  cast-iron  beam  to  be  introduced  into  the  building,  but 
after  having  been  tested  by  hydraulic  force  often  tons,  ap- 
plied to  the  centres  of  the  beam  when  the  supports  are  14 
feet  apart.  None  of  the  18-inch  beams  to  be  introduced 
into  the  building,  but  after  having  been  tested  by  hydraulic 
force  of  20  tons,  applied  to  centre  of  beam,  the  supports  to 
be  1  foot  from  each  end  of  beam. 

The  roof  of  main  building,  as  well  as  of  country  mar^ 
ket,  is  to  be  constructed  of  wrought  and  cast  iron,  in  manner 
following: 

A.  The  main  building  is  to  have  a  roof  which  extends 
from  the  front  wall  to  the  columns  in  colonnade ;  cast-iron- 
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shoes,  of  form  aud  dimensions  shown  on  plans  and  work- 
ing drawings,  are  to  be  placed  opposite  encli  other,  one  on 
front  wnii,  and  one  upon  corresponding  column  ;  said  shoc*s 
to  be  secured  to  their  place  by  a  wrought-iron  bar,  which 
slicks  out  on  the  top  of  the  wall  and  the  column.  Each 
of  said  shoes  to  receive  a  wrought  iron  rafter,  27  feel  6  in. 
long,  4  inches  high,  one  inch  thick,  which  rafters  meet  and 
are  received  by  a  cast-iron  shoe,  through  which  shoe  a 
wronght.iron  king  post  goes  down  to  and  is  connected  with 
the  main  tie-rod,  and  with  two  cast-iron  bars  by  wrought- 
iron  bolts :  said  cast-iron  bars  in  the  mean  time  securing 
the  main  rafters  and  the  tie-rod  in  their  respective  places 
by  two  queen  posts  which  are  connected  with  the  rafter  and 
tie-rod,  as  shown  on  plans  and  working  drawings;  each 
set  of  rafters  to  be  connected  by  five  wrotight-iron  pur- 
lins  which  are  placed  in  and  secured  to  cast-iron  shoes 
upon  uiain  rafters  ;  said  purlins  to  support  two  jack-rafters 
between  each  couple  of  rafters,  and  all  the  rafters  to  be 
connected  with  each  other  by  horizontal  bars,  ten  inches 
apari,  which  carry  the  slates,  secured  to  them  by  lead  nails, 
as  shown  on  plan  and  working  drawings.  The  different 
pieces  to  be  secured  either  by  bolts  and  screws  or  by  a  key, 
according  to  working  drawings,  and  the  directions  of  the 
architect. 

B.  The  country  market  is  to  have  a  roof  which  otends 
from  the  colonnade  of  main  building  on  Vesey  street  to 
colonnade  of  main  building  on  Fulton,  resting  upon  two 
rows  of  columns  in  said  colonnade.  The  construction  of 
the  roof  over  country  market,  with  due  consideration  of 
the  different  dimensions,  is  the  same  as  that  of  tlie  roof  of 
main  building,  to  have  7  purlins  each  side. 
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DIMENSIONS. 

A. — Main  Building. 

1.  Wrtmght  Iron. 

Main  rafters  to  be  27  feet  &  inches  long,  4  inches  high, 
1  inch  thick;  purlins  to  be  11  feet  long,  2  inches  high,  1 
inch  thick ;  jack-rafters,  27  feet  6  inches  long,  2  inches 
high,  1  inch  thick;  horizontal  bars,  11  feet  long,  1^  inch 
high,  I  inch  thick ;  queen  posts,  5  feet  6  inches  long,  1 
inch  diameter;  king  post,  10  feet  long,  1]  inch  diameter  ; 
main  tie-rod,  52  feet  long,  1,  inch  diameter,  bars  in  the 
walls  and  columns,  2 feet  6  inches  long,  1^  inch  diameter; 
horizontal  bars  to  be  in  pieces  not  less  than  22  feet  long,  to 
reach  over  three  rafters ;  main  tie-rod  to  be  of  two  pieces. 

2.  Cast  Iron. 

Cast-iron  bars  to  be  13  feet  long,  3  inches  high,  l]  inch 
thick,  with  a  projecting  rib  on  each  side,  as  shown  on  plans 
and  working  drawings.  Shoes  upon  the  columns  and  walls 
to  be  of  form  and  dimensions  shown  on  plans  and  working 
drawings,  weighing  about  100  lbs.  each  ;  shoe  to  receive 
both  the  main  rafters  on  the  top,  for  pattern  and  dimen- 
sions see  plan  and  working  drawings,  weighing  about  125 
lbs.  each.  Iron  shoes  to  receive  purlins  weighing  about 
25  lbs. ;  each  plate  upon  the  wall  to  be  18  by  18  inches,  2 
inches  thick.  There  are  to  be  43  sets  of  main  rafters  and 
36  sets  of  hip  rafters,  of  corresponding  construction ;  the 
working  drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect.  See  at 
the  end  of  this  specificaiion. 

5 


Ihc  Vo.  40.)  718 

B. — Country  Market. 

1.   Wrought  Iron. 

Mnin  rnftrrs  36  feet  long,  4  inches  high,  IJ  thick  ;  pur- 
lins 11  (vci  long,  2  inches  higli,  1  inch  thick:  jack  raft- 
ers 36   fret  long,  2  inches  high,  1  inch  thick ;  queen  post 

5  feet  9  inches  long,  1  inch  diameter;  king  post  12  feet 

6  inches  long,  2  inch  diameter;  main  lie-rod  68  feet  long, 
IJ  inch  diameter,  to  be  of  Iwop'eces.  Bars  to  receive  the 
shoes  upon  the  columns,  to  be  2  feet 6  inches  long,  1^  inch 
diameter. 

S.  Cast  Iron. 

Main  l>ar  to  l>e  17  feet  6  inches  loi^,  3  inches  high,  1} 
inch  thick,  with  a  rip  on  encli  side,  for  pattern  see  plans 
and  working  drawings.  Shoes  to  receive  main  rafters  upon 
columns  weighing  abuut  125  lbs.  each.  Shoes  to  receive 
both  the  raftns  on  the  top,  weighing  about  150  lbs.  each. 
Shoes  to  receive  purlins  about  25  lbs.  each.  For  form  and 
di  nensiotis  .^ee  plans  and  working  drawings.  See  the  end 
of  this  specilicution. 

There  are  to  he  11  sets  of  straight  raflers  and  8  sets  of 
hip  rafters  of  corresponding  construction.  The  working 
drawings  to  be  furnished  by  the  architect.  The  flues  form 
the  top  of  rear  wall,  to  be  carried  up  in  iron  pipes  above 
the  roof.  On  VVashingtcm  and  West  streets,  a  |>art  of  the 
building  supports  a  tower.  The  modles  of  every  piece  of 
cast  iron  to  be  shown  to  the  architect  before  being  cast— one 
piece  of  every  article  to  be  shown  to  the  arohilec^,  and  the 
rest  not  to  be  cast  before  be  approves  of  tlie  sample  piece. 
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3.    Outters. 

There  are  to  be  846  running  feet  of  copper  gutters  all 
along  the  walls  on  the  four  streets,  and  twelve  cnst  iron 
leaders,  6  inches  wide,  to  carry  the  water  down  to  the  sewer. 
There  are  to  be  482  running  feet  of  copper  gutters  all  nlnng 
the  colonnade,  resting  upon  cast  iron  brackets  secured  to  the 
columns  ;  eight  cast  iron  leaders,  six  inches  wide,  lo  carry 
the  water  inside  the  country  mnrket  <lown  to  the  sewer. 
There  are  to  be  842  running  feet  of  copper  gutters  all  along 
the  sky-light,  secured  to  the  columns  by  cast  iron  brackets  ; 
8  leaders  of  5  inches  wide,  to  carry  the  water  down  to  the 
gutters  and  thence  to  the  sewer.  Pordiuiensions  imd  form 
see  plans,  sections  and  working  drawings,  and  tlie  work  to 
to  be  done  according  to  the  directions  of  the  architect.  The 
weight  of  two  sets  of  raftem  with  every  thing  complete, 
as  specified  above,  is  3295  Iba.  of  wrought  iron  in  13,182 
cubic  inches,  and  2300  lbs.  of  cast  iron. 

Two  sets  of  rafters  cover  a  space  of  11  feet  lonj  by  45 
feet  wide  =495  superficial  feet. 

The  main  market  building  on  all  the  four  streets,  colrn- 
nndes  included,  covers  a  space  of  846+390  =  618  fcctx52 
feet  =  32,136  superficial  feet.  2 

The  entire  roof  over  main  building  therefore  will  contain 
3295x65  =  214,175  lbs.  wrought  iron,  and  2300x65  = 
149,500  lbs.  of  cast  iron. 

Two  sets  of  rafters  over  country  market,  with  everything 
complete,   as  specified    above,   will   weigh   4355   lbs.   of 
wrought  iron  in  17,722  cubic  inches,  and  2,600  lbs.  of  cast 
.  iron. 
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Two  sets  of  rafters  cover  a  space  of  11  feet  long  by  66 
feet  wide  =  726  superficial  feet. 

The  whole  country  market  covers  a  space  of  134  feet  long 
by  66  feet  wide  =  8844  superficial  feet. 

The  whole  roof  over  country  market  therefore  will  con- 
tain 4355x12^  =  52,131   lbs.    of  wrought  iron,   and 
2600x211  =  31,720  lbs.  of  cast  iron. 


4.  Slates. 

m 

Two  sets  of  rafters  over  main  building  will  carry  35x11 
=  605  superficial  feet  of  slate  roofing.  The  entire  rqof  of 
main  building  therefore  will  require  618x55  =  33,990  su- 
perficial feet  of  slate  roofing. 

Two  sets  of  rafters  over  country  market  will  require  72x 
11  =  792  superficial  feet ;  the  whole  roof  of  country  market 
therefore  will  require  134x72  =  9648  superficial  feel  of 
slate  roofing. 

43,638  superficial  feet  of  slate  roofing,  the  slate  to  be 
of  first  quality  American  slate,  to  be  not  less  than  -}  of  an 
inch  thick  ;  each  plate  to  lap  over  on  all  sides  three  inches. 
The  slates  to  be  secured  to  the  iron  bars  by  cast  lead  nails, 
not  less  than  three  inches  long,  to  be  best  quality  nails. 
The  nails  to  be  turned  around  the  bars.  Four  conductors,  of 
the  most  approved  construction,  one  on  each  street,  to  run 
from  the  top  of  the  roof  into  the  area,  thence  to  sewer. 
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CAST   AND    WROUGHT   IRON   DOORS,   WINDOW   AND    SHX7TTER8 

RAILING. 

62  windows  or  doors  in  62  openings  in  front  wall,  each 
8  feet  wide,  7  feet  high,  as  shown  on  plans  and  sections  ; 
windows  or  doors  to  be  constructed  of  cast  iron  and  wrought 
iron,  to  be  hung  and  trimmed,  and  constructed  according 
to  working  drawings,  to  be  furnished  by,  and  to  be  done 
under  the  direction  of  the  architect,  to  be  glazed  and 
painted. 

36  windows  or  doors  in  the  rear  wall  of  similar  size  and 
construction. 

36  inside  shutters  to  basement  doors,  constructed  in  man- 
ner corresponding  with  the  above. 

J5.  First  Story. 

64  windows  or  doors  in  64  openings  in  front  wall,  circular 
heads,  in  keeping  with  those  above  specified,  the  openings 
11  feet  high,  9  feet  wide. 

40  windows  in  rear  wall,  in  keeping  with  those  specified 
above,  similar  size. 

480  lineal  feet  of  cast  iron  railing,  3  feet  high,  to  be  con- 
structed according  to  plans  and  working  drawings  to  be 
furnished  by  the  architect. 

C.  Second  Story, 

64  windows  in  64  openings  in  front  wall,  in  keeping 
with  those  specified  for  first  story  ; 
40  windows  or  doors  in  40  openings  in  rear  wall,  as  above; 
40  inside  iron  shutters  to  windows  last  mentioned ; 
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480  lineal  feet  of  cast  iroQ  railing  like  that  specified 
above. 

D.  Third  Story. 

64  windows  in  front,  circular  heads,  in  keeping  with 
those  specified  in  second  story  ; 

40  windows  and  doors  in  rear  wall,  in  keeping  with 
those  in  second  story ; 

32  circular  windows  as  shown  on  plans  and  sections  ; 

40  iron  shutters,  the  same  as  specified  above  ; 

480  lineal  feet  of  railing,  the  same  as  in  second  story. 

E.  Skylight;, 

34  windows,  9  feet  6  incites  high,  10  feet  4  intherwide, 
according  to  plans  and  working  drawings,  to  be  furnished 
by  the  architect ;  glazed  and  painted. 

WROUGHT  moir  AKCHO&S. 

Jl.  BasemenL 

Each  beam  to  have  4  anchors  to  connect  the  pieces  on 
the  columns,  each  to  be  4  feet  long,  3  inches  high,  1  inch 
thick,  to  be  formed  and  put  to  the  beams  in  manner  shown 
on  plans  and  working  drawings. 

Each  beam  to  have  an  anchor  on  front  and  rear  wall, 
each  to  be  3  feet  long,  3  inches  high,  1  inch  thick,  the 
cross  pieces  to  be  two  feet  long. 

(Fur  number  of  beams,  see  specification  of  beams  and 
plans.) 

B.  First  Story. 

Each  beam  to  have  4  anchors  to  connect  the  pieces  on 
the  columns;  dimensions  to  be  the  same  as  in  the  basement 
beams. 
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Each  beam  to  have  an  anrehor  in  front  wall,  the  same  as* 
in  base  menu 

JE^h  beam  to  have  an  anchor  extending  to  colonnade, 
11  feet  long,  3  inches  high,  1  inch  thick,  the  ends  to  be 
bound  around  the  columns. 

(For  number  of  turned  beams,  see  plans  and  speci- 
fication • ) 

C.  Second  Story, 
The  same  number  and  size  of  anchors  as  in  first  story. 

i).  Third  Story. 

25,500  superficial  feet  of  third  story  ceiling,  to  be  ofgal- 
vanized  Salisbury  sheet  iron,  to  be  secured  tonfnime-work 
of  wrouglit  iron  bars  f  of  an  inch  by  i  of  an  inch — the 
ceiling  to  be  painted  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
architect. 

GAS  FIXTURES. 

5250  side-lights  to  125  columns  on  first  story. 
75        "  25        "  colonnade. 

75        "  25        "  sec'd  story  colonnade. 

75        "  25        "  third      "  '' 

PAINTING. 

All  the  cast  iron  columns,  beams,  railings,  the  roof  to  be 
painted  one  coat  of  brown  or  other  zinc  paint,  at  the  option 
of  the  Superintendent. 
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800  lineal  feet  of  earth  drain,  10  inches  diameter. 

24  cast  iron  patent  leaders  on  first  floor  and  country 
market,  each  leader  to  hare  a  trap. 

143  lineal  feet  of  sewer  on  West  street,  2  feet  diameter. 

24  complete  self-acting  water-closets  of  most  approved 
construction. 

8  patent  iron  illuminators,  to  light  up  the  water  closets 
from  the  country  market. 

4  complete  patent  hoist-wheels,  with  platforms  of  most 
approved  construction,  similar  to  those  in  the  government 
bonded  warehouse,  with  the  necessary  railings  and  hatch- 
way, iron  trap  doors  to  make  the  hoisting  safe,  easy  and 
complete,  to  be  done  under  the  direction  of  the  architect. 

F.  A.  PETERSEN,  ArchiUcty 
April,  1851.  No.  363  Broadway. 
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BOARD    OF   ALDERMEN, 


MAY  28,  1851. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Streets,  in  favor 
of  contracting  with  Russ  &  Reid  to  lay  down  their  pave- 
ment in  Broadway,  was  received,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
directed  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Ckrk. 


The  Committee  on  Streets,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
annexed  preamble  and  resolution  to  pave  the  remaining 
portions  of  Broadway  with  the  Russ  pavement,  grooved, 
respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  your  Committee  have  given  the  examination  neces- 
sary to  so  important  a  subject  to  the  public  interests  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  as  that  of  placing  its  most  densely 
thronged  thoroughfare  in  a  condition  so  substantial  that  it 
will  require  no  repair  for  years. 
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Your  Committtee  are  well  informed  of  the  public  senti- 
meni,  which  expresses  still  greater  confidence  in  the  Russ 
pavement  since  the  introduction  of  the  grooving,  and  en- 
tertains ttie  most  sanguine  hopes  that  the  Common  Council 
will  as  speedily  as  practicable,  extend  this  valuable  im- 
provement through  the  main  streets  of  this  city. 

.The  last  and  only  objection  to  this  work,  your  Com- 
mittee believe  has  been  entirely  removed  by  grooving  the 
surface.  The  principles  upon  which  the  work  has  been 
constructed  have  been  tested  by  five  years  of  hard  expe- 
rience, which  have  failded  to  prove  them  inadequate  to  the 
requirements  of  our  immense  travel  or  changeable  climate, 
and  the  substantial  evidence  of  their  success  is  well  known 
to  every  member  of  the  Common  Council.  ' 

The  magnitude  of  the  preparations  necessary  for  this 
work,  renders  it  impossible  for  the  contractors  to  continue 
it  in  such  small  patches  as  they  have  been  engaged  with 
for  the  past  five  years  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ap- 
pears irifiing  with  the  public  convenience  to  impede  in 
part  the  progress  of  business,  by  paving  one  or  two  blocks 
only  in  each  year,  causing  thereby  almost  as  much  con- 
fusion as  would  result  from  the  performance  of  a  very 
large  contract. 

Your  Committee  are  the  more  decided  in  their  recom- 
mendation of  this  pavement,  as  they  have  been  endorsed 
by  the  opinions  of  many  of  our  leading  citizens  and  heavi- 
est tax-payers,  who,  while  awarding  their  unqualified 
approbation  of  this  species  of  pavement,  petition  for  its 
extension  through  our  greatest  thoroughfare.  The  peti- 
tions referred  to  will  be  found  attached  to  this  report. 
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The  completibn  of  Broadway  with  the  Rnss  pavement, 
grooved,  cannot  but  meet  the  views  of  your  Commiitee,  as 
time  has  given  all  the  required  test  to  the  work,  while  in 
the  mean  time  a  large  sum  of  money  has  been  expended 
on  several  other  modes  of  paving,  without  success.  There- 
fore, knowing  that  the  spirit  of  the  annexed  preamble  and 
resolutions  is  the  desire  of  our  citizens,  and  believing  that 
your  Committee  are  discharging  their  duty  faithfully  lo  the 
best  interests  of  the  city  of  New  York,  respectfully  recom- 
mend for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedy  That  the  Commissioner  of  Repairs  and  Sup- 
plies be,  and  he  is  hereby  directed  (o  contract  with  Russ  & 
Reid  for  the  construction  of  the  Russ  pavement  in  Broad- 
way, from  the  southerly  line  of  the  intersection  of  White- 
hall street  to  the  northerly  line  of  ihe  intersection  of  Broad- 
way and  Fourteenth  street,  omitting  nil  the  Russ  pnve- 
menl  already  constructed,  and  the  Perrine  pavement ;  also, 
the  two  blocks,  between  White  and  Canal  streeis,  set  apart 
for  the  Perrine  pavement,  by  the  Common  Council.  The 
superstructure  of  said  work  to  b^  composed  of  sieniie  or 
trap  rock,  from  five  to  twelve  inches  wide  and  from  nine  to 
eighteen  inches  long,  of  an  uniform  depth  of  eight  inches, 
and  cut  so  that  there  shall  not  be  a  variation  of  more 
than  one  inch  on  any  side  or  surface  of  each  block  from 
the  square,  when  applied.  And  that  the  surface  of  said 
work  be  grooved  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  the  street, 
in  such  manner  that  the  space  between  the  joints  and 
grooves  shall  not  exceed  six  inches.  Said  grooves  to  be 
not  less  than  one  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch  wide  on  the  sur- 
face, and  not  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch  deep, 
decreasing  in  width  to  the  bottom  of  the  groove,  so  as  to 
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form  two  equal  sides  of  a  triangle,  at  the  entire  cost  of  six 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  superficial  square  yard  ;  and  a 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  expended 
each  year,  until  said  work  shall  have  been  completed. 
Said  contract  to  be  entered  into  immediately,  but  not  to  be 
commenced  until  the  1st  day  of  April,  1852. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JONAS  F.  CONCKLIN,  )  Cammiitee 
WARREN  CHAPMAN, }        on 
PATK.  KELLY.  S     Streets. 
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BOARD   OF  ALDEBMEN, 


MAY  29,  1851. 


The  following  commuaication  from  his  Honor  the  Mayor, 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31,  1851,  was  received,  laid  on 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


Mayor's  Office,  ) 
May  29,  1851.   J 

To  the  Honor abk  the  Common  Council: 

Gentlemen  : — I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the 
Chief  of  Police,  for  the  quarter  ending  March  Slst,  1851. 
The  suggestions  made  by  ihe  head  of  this  department,  re- 
specting the  lighting  of  the  piers,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  river  police,  and  which  have  been  before  made,  more  in 
detail,  previous  to  my  accession  to  office,  are  very  important, 
and  I  trust  will  receive  consideration  at  the  hands  of  your 
Honorable  Body. 

A.  C.  KINQSLAND,  Mayor. 
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Hon.  a.  C.  Kingsland,  Mayor : 

Sir  : — Annexed  I  present  yon  a  report,  allowing  the 
number  of  arrests  6nd  the  condition  of  the  Poh'ce  Depart- 
ment for  the  quarter  ending  with  the  Slat  of  March,  1851, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  arrests 
amounted  to  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-six 
(7,966),  being  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  (356)  less  than 
during  the  previous  quarter.  This  decrease  in  the  number 
of  arrests  have  occurred  mainly  in  such  offences  as  assault 
and  battery,  and  intoxication  and  disorderly  conduct,  while 
there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  arrests  for 
violating  Corporation  ordinances,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
seven  (167).  For  the  higher  grades  of  crime,  the  number 
of  arrests  vary  but  little  from  the  previous  quarter.  The 
whole  number  of  offences  committed  during  the  quarter 
amount  to  eight  hundred  and  nine  (809),  being  three  hun- 
dred and   fourteen  (314)  less    than  during  the  previous 

quarter. 

■  j> 

In  the  month  of  January  last,  in  compliance  with  your 
directions,  I  issued  a  general  order  directing  a  more  strict 
and  energetic  enforcement  of  all  the  city  ordinances ;  and 
in  consequence  thereof,  a  large  number  of  complaints  have 
been  made  to  the  Corporation  Attorney  of  violations  of  the 
ordinancps.  During  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  De- 
cember, 1850,  the  whole  number  of  complaints  was  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  (291),  and  from  the  annexed  re- 
port it  appears  that  the  whole  number  of  complaints  mode 
during  the  quarter  ending  on  the  Slst  March,  1851,  was 
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four  tbonsand  four  huadred  and  eighty-one  (4,481).  These 
complaints  were  mainly  made  from  ihe  first,  second,  fourth, 
sixth,  fourteenth  and  sixteenth  districts,  and  from  the 
Deputy  Inspectors  at  this  office. 

There  were  during  the  quarter  fifteen  thousand  three 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  (15,398)  persons  accommodated 
with  lodgings  at  the  various  Station  houses;  five  hundred 
and  sixty -eight  (568)  lost  children  restored  to  their  parents ; 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  (145)  sick  or  injured  persons 
aided ;  fifty-one  (51)  rescued  from  drowning  ;  fifty- two 
(52)  fires  extinguished ;  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  (251) 
stores  and  dwellings  found  open;  two  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-two (272)  cattle,  and  one  hundred  and  one  (101)  horses 
found  astray  and  restored  to  their  owners ;  and  nine  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  eighty-eight  cents 
($9,564  88)  taken  from  lodgers  and  drunken  persons  and 
returned  to  them  again. 

The  number  of  sick  days  lost  by  policemen  during  the 
quarter,  was  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five 
(2,765),  making  an  average  loss  to  the  department  of  thirty- 
two  and  two-third  men  per  day,  the  average  being  precisely 
the  same  as  for  the  preceding  quarter.  There  were  ninety- 
nine  (99)  complaints  made  against  policemen,  being  nearly 
double  the  number  made  during  each  of  the  two  preceding 
quarters. 

4 

In  a  former  report  I  took  the  liberty  of  calling  the  atten- 
tion of  your  Honor's  predecessor  to  the  necessity  of  estab- 
lishing a  river  police,  to  protect  the  large  amount  of 
property  constantly  afloat  in  our  harbor,  and  which  is 
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exposed  to  depredation  by  day  and  night,  while  the  police 
force,  with  (he  facilities  they  now  possess,  is  wholly  inade- 
quate to  aflford  the  necessary  protection.  The  subject  was 
laid  before  the  Common  Council,  but  up  to  the  present 
time  no  action  has  been  had  in  regard  to  it,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  their  attention  has  been  drawn  from  the  subject 
by  the  multiplicity  of  business  that  has  pressed  upon  them. 

Since  the  time  of  making  the  report  above  alluded  to, 
depredators  have  carried  «m  their  operations  with  increctsed 
vigor,  enjoying  the  same  immunity  as  in  former  years. 
Reports  are  daily  made  to  me  by  merchants  and  ship  own- 
ers, of  the  loss  of  their  property,  while  they  demand  that 
protection  which  they  have  a  right  to  expect,  and  which 
the  Department  is  unable  to  extend  to  them  for  the  want 
of  the  necessary  means  to  prevent  depredations  or  to  detect 
the  thieves. 

Property  temporarily  exposed  on  the  docks,  or  afloat  in 
our  harbor,  is  entitled  to  the  same  protection  as  is  aflforded 
lo  properly  on  the  land,  both  being  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  corporate  authorities  of  our  city,  and  can  no  more 
with  justice  be  withheld  from  the  one  than  the  other. 

If  the  tradesman,  in  the  pursuit  of  his  avocation,  should 
be  protected  from  the  sneaking  thieves  that  prowl  around 
by  day,  or  the  daring  burglar,  who  seeks  his  prey  under 
the  cover  of  night,  the  merchants  and  ship-masters,  whose 
property  is  necessarily  much  more  exposed,  have  a  right  to 
demand  an  equal  share  of  protection. 

The  city  of  New  York  is  eminently  a  commercial  city, 
and  its  present  and  future  greatness  is  nearly  allied  to  its 
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commercial  prosperity ;  and  every  measure  tending  (o  the 
protection  of  its  commerce,  and  the  safety  of  property  afloat 
on  our  waters,  must  serve  to  increase  that  branch  of  indus- 
trial pursuit,  and  consequently  augment  ihe  wealth  of  the 
city .  Considering  the  subject,  therefore,  in  a  purely  selfish 
view,  it  calls  for  immediate  attention  ;  but  when  it  is  con- 
sidered as  an  act  of  justice  and  right  which  cannot  be  disre- 
garded without  a  manifest  violation  of  the  trust  confided 
to  us,  it  increases  in  importance,  and  the  necessity  for  prompt 
action  in  suppressing  these  depredations  is  brought  more 
prominently  to  view. 

It  is  not  necessary  tliat  I  should,  in  this  report,  relate  to 
your  Honor  the  many  ingenious  methods  adopted  by  this 
class  of  thieves,  to  carry  on  their  depredations  without  fear 
of  detection,  or  the  daring  manner  in  which  they  put  their 
schemes  into  operation,  although  many  new  facts  have 
lately  come  to  my  knowledge. 

In  my  former  report  the  details  were  made  known  with 
sufficient  distinctness  to  arouse  the  attention  of  every  person 
interested  in  the  subject,  and  I  beg  to  refer  your  Honor  to 
that  report  for  a  more  elaborate  statement  of  the  schemes 
and  devices  employed  by  river  thieves,  to  depredate  upon 
the  property  exposed  upon  the  docks  and  in  our  waters. 

In  a  report  made  subsequent  to  the  one  before  referred  to, 
the  propriety  of  lighting  the  piers  of  the  city  was  urged  as  a 
measure  demanded  alike  by  a  regard  for  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  compelled  to  travel  them  at  night,  and  as  a  means 
to  prevent  the  commission  of  crime.  As  they  are  at  present, 
it  is  impossible  to  detect  offenders  who  carry  on  their  dep- 
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redatioDs  with  impunity,  amid  the  darkness  of  night,  and  if 
by  chance,  the  policeman  should  overhear  them,  bis  efforts 
to  arrest  them  are  rendered  entirely  useless. 

If  there  was  no  property  on  the  piers  or  afloat  in  our 
slips  to  be  guarded  at  night,  yet,  as  a  means  of  protection, 
to  the  life  and  limbs  of  the  large  number  of  sailors  and 
other  persons  who  live  on  board  of  the  vessels,  and  who 
are  compelled  to  pass  over  the  piers  at  night,  the  lighting 
of  them  would  be  invaluable,  and  I  am  fully  convinced 
that  a  careful  examination  of  the  subject  would  satisfy  any 
impartial  person  that  great  benefit  would  result  to  the  city 
and  individuals  from  the  measure  proposed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

GEO.  W.  MATSELL, 

Chief  of 
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REPORT 


Mode  by  the  diplaint  of  the  several  Patrol  DulrJcIt  to  the 
Ciuef  of  Police,  of  persons  apprehended  for  felooiei, 
misdemeanora  and  other  ofieaces,  from  the  firtt  day  of 
January,  to  the  tbirty.firtt  day  of  March,  1851,  incluiive. 


OFFENCES. 


Araon, 

Assault,  with  intent  to  kill, 

Asaiiiilt  Find  bnttery, 

Assaulting  poliucmen, 

Aiding  nnd  assisting  to  eKape, 

Attempt  to  commit  rape, 

"        tieal, 

"         burglary 

Abandonment 

Burglary, 

Bigamy, 

Bastardy, ... 

Constructive  larceny, • 

Disorderly  conduct, 

Deserters  from  army  and  navy, 

DriviofT  without  license, 

E  

Escaped  convicts,.. 

Forgery 

Felonies, 

Finud, 

Fighiing  in  ihe  streets,. 

Gnmd  larceny, , , 

Gambling, 

Insnniiy, 

Intoxiciition, 

Inloxiciuion  and  disorderly  conduct, 
Indecent  exposure  of  person, 


25  43. 

67  m 

12       5i 

22       91     37 


1033 
35 


137 
161 
20 


522,  bfA- 
349   348: 


675il6)ll 

486jil83 

6     20 


987 


(D9C.»p.|«* 


Repoet  or  OffbiiobI|  &p* — Continuxd. 


O^FBNCSfl. 


Jam. 


Insulting  females, 

Keeping  disorderly  house, 

Miscellaneous  misdemeanors,.  ••..«• 

Murder, 

Obtaining  goods  by  false  pretenced,. 

Petit  larceny,.  •••••• 

Picking  pockets, 

Passing  coiuiterfeit  money, 

Perjury,  , . .   

Rape, 

Robbery  in  first  degree, 

Receiving  stolen  goods, 

Runaway.apprentices, 

Selling  Iiquot  witbont  license, 

Selling  Lottery  Policies,  •  • 

Threatening  life, » 

Violation  of  Corporation  ordinances,. 
Vagrancy, 


Total,. 


1 

10 
60 

6 

9 
323 

3 
27 


1 

21 


166 
268 


2643 


rsB. 


7 
4 

1 

7 

283 

5 

11 


•  • 


10 

4 
1 


1 

3 

114 

251 


m'ob- 


2 
11 
74 

•  •  •  • 

10 
261 

•  •  •  • 

101 
1 

^ 
3 

3 

4 
1 
5 
1 
54 
267 


2469l2864l  7966 


TCUIi. 


10 

25 

197 

7 

26 

867 

8 
48 

3 

2 
14 

8 
1 
9 
4 
324 
777 
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REPORT 

Made  b/  the  CapUios  of  the  sererat  Patrol  Districts  to 
the  Chief  of  Police,  of  the  number  and  description  of 
oflences  committed  against  property  in  each  district,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  to  the  thiity-firrt  day  of  Mardi, 
1851,  incluBive. 
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REPORT 

Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts,  to  the 
Chief  of  Police,  of  violations  of  City  Ordinances,  from 
the  first  day  of  January,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  March, 
1851,  inclusive,  which  were  sent  to  the  Corporation 
Attorney,  for  prosecution. 


NATURE  OF  OFFENCES. 


In  relation  ^o  Hacks, 
Stages, . 
Carts, 


JAN. 


a 
a 
a 
li 
ii 
a 
u 
a 
u 
u 
u 
ii 
a 
i» 
li 
u 
ii 
ii 


Encumbering  Streets, 

^'  Side-walks,.  • . 

Vault  Grates, 

Selling  Liquor  on  Sunday, . . 
"  "    without.license, 

Junk  shops, 

Second-hand  Dealers,  •••••. 
Throwing  Garbage  in  Street, 

Croton  water, 

Docks  and  Slips, 

Signs, • 

Hoist-ways, 

Miscellaneous  Violations,  • . . 

Wagons, 

Throwing  Ashes  in  street,.  • 
Selling  Meat, 


Total,, 


9 

31 

67 

80 

1248 

11 

66 

1 

6 

1 

23 

20 

10 

299 


FBB. 


3 

8 
38 


1 

264 

12 

46 

423 

2 

310 

24 

2 

1 

9 

21 

3 

466 


m'oh.  Total. 


2 

1 

9 

37 


7 

318 

28 

103 

387 


28 
2 

•  •  •  • 

3 

•  •  •  • 

4 
61 
1 
4 
1 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 


19011633 


947 


J7 

613 

97 

229 

2058 

13 

366 

63 

10 

2 

36 

41 

17 

826 

1 

9 

10 
47 
37 
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REPORT 

Made  to  the  Chief  of  Police  by  tbe  Captaim  of  the  aev- 
eral  Patrol  DiBtricts,  exhibiting  the  ibliowiog  ntiaceUaneouB 
traDsactioQs,  from  tbe  first  day  of  January,  to  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  March,  1851,  inclusive : 
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STATE  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

Statement  sbowiiiff  the  number  of  days  that  members  of 
the  Police  Department  have  been  absent  from  duty,  in 
consequence  of  sickness  and  disability,  from  the  first  day 
of  January,  to  the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  1851,  in- 
clusive : 


Patrol  Districts. 


First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth..... 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh • . . . 

Eighth 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh.. . 
Twelfth  . . . 
Thirteenth.. 
Fourteenth  . 
Fifteenth . . . 
Sixteenth  •  • . 
Seventeenth 
Eighteenth . 
Nineteenth  . 


Total 


382 
60 
172 
63 
193 
258 
376 
89 
145 
227 
119 
9 
183 
81 
55 
91 
139 
69 
54 


2766 


3 


61 
42 
49 
60 
57 
64 
65 
58 
52 
50 
47 
34 
50 
54 
44 
48 
55 
48 
44 


982 


Averaging  thirty  and  two-third  men  per  day.  For  the 
quarter  ending  December  31st,  1850,  the  average  was  thirty 
and  two-third  men  per  day. 
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J 


J| 


Made  by  the  Captains  of  the  several  Patrol  Districts,  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  March,  1851,  to  the  Chief  of  Police, 
showing  the  whole  number  of  places  where  spirituous 
liquors  are  sold  in  the  several  patrol  districts ;  the  number 
of  places  licensed  to  sell ;  the  number  of  places  selling 
without  license  ;  and  the  number  of  places  kept  open  on 
Sunday :  ^ 


Patrol  Districts. 


First 

Second. . . , 

Third 

Fourth..., 

Fifth 

Sixth 

Seventh. . . 
Eighth..., 

Ninth 

Tenth 

Eleventh . . 
Twelfth... 
Thirteenth 
Fourteenth 
Fifteenth.. 
Sixteenth. . 
Seventeeth 
Eighteenth 
Nineteenth 


372 
175 
235 
418 
217 
307 
254 
286 
218 
184 
300 

68 
155 
241 
137 
427 
317 
220 

71 

5439 


J 

o 


48 
3 
25 
25 
20 

112 
17 
45 
26 
20 

100 
37 
73 
17 
10 

148 
27 
40 
90 

847 


g 


250 

85 
140 
440 
158 
412 
254 
203 
258 
182 
300 

90 
100 
249 

35 
365 

78 
121 
161 

3881 


O 

o 


420 
178 
260 
443 
237 
419 
271 
331 
244 
204 
400 
95 
192 
258 
147 
576 
344 
260 
161 
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STATEMENT 

Showing  tliABiimbeir  of  FdlMBMndAtdlidte  HpinJil  Paty,  en  tJw  Utdajrof 

April,  1861,  to  wU : 


At  Police  Courts 23 

*^  Court  of  SMsioiii  • .  •«  •  9 

«  City  Law  Courts 16 

<*  Post  Office 1 

<<  Office  of  Alms  Hoom.  .  1 
<<  Office  of  Commisaipi^eDS 

of  Emigration 2 

^  Railroad  depots 8 

^^  Ferries 6 

"  Steamboat  landings  ••• .  2 

"  Markets 2 

^^  Mayor's  office 1 

"  Chief's  office 6 


As  Scrivener     at     Chief's 

office 1 

Stage  Inspectors 7 

"          4 


it 
u 


u 
a 


Hack 

Cart         *«         ......     3 

Inspecjtors  of  Junk  shops    2 
Inspector  of  Pawn  Bro- 
kers       1 

"  Street  Inspectors  ••••••   16 

'^  Dock  Masters 12 

"  Bell  Ringers....- 17 

On  Special  Duty 6 

In  Parks  and  Places 4 


Total 


143 


In  the  Ist  Patrol  District..  4 
«       3d       «  "      ..  I 

«       7th     «  "      •.  I 


YiMiMief  oifhektdqrof  April,  VUL 

In  the  10th  Patrol  District..  1 

16th      "  "      •.  I 

17th     "  "      ..  1 


Totd 


BfBtativa  teoe  on  tlielst  day  of  April,  ISO. 


Ooptaiito 19 

Aaaistant  Captains 38 


Seigeants 76 

Policemen 798 


Total 


931 


noB  the  1st  day  of  Jaaaaiy,.  18S1,  iaalulve,  nino^p^viiia  wvplalili 
pwflgrsd  agaioit  meniben  of  tha  Fdlioe  Department,  whioli 
af  aafldlowi,  to  wit: 


Dimnissed  from  office 6 

Swpended  from  pay 61 


Resigned  after  complaint  was 

made 11 

Complaints  dismissed  • 21 


Total 


99 
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BOARD   or   ALDERMEN, 


MAY  30,  1861. 


The  following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  on  the 
petition  of  J.  S*  &  M*  Van  Rensselaer,  executors  and 
trustees  of  Elizabeth  Dunkin,  deceased,  was  presented, 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together 
with  the  accompanying  papers. 

D.  T.  VALENTINE,  Clerk. 


To  the  Honarabk  the  Mayor  ^  Aldermen  and 

Commonalty  of  the  City  ofJfew  York: 

The  petition  of  John  S.  Van  Rensselear  of  the  city  of 
Albany,  and  Maunsell  Van  Rensselear  of  Mount  Morris,  in 
the  county  of  Livingston,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  re- 
spectfully shows  : 

That  your  petitioners  are  the  acting  executors  and  trustees 
of  the  estate  of  Elizabeth  Dunkin,  late  of  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, deceased. 
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That  a  part  of  the  real  estate  of  which  the  said  Elizabeth 
Dunkin,  died  seized  consists  of  a  gore  of  ground  of  an  ir- 
regular quadrangular  shape,  now  forming  the  northwest 
corner  of  Nassau  and  Ann  streets,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
and  is  included  in  the  ground  covered  by  the  large  five  story 
brick  building  now  in  the  occupation  of  Edwin  J.  Mercer 
and  others. 

That  said  gore  has  a  front  of  about  seventy  feet  on  Ann 
street,  and  nine  feet  ten  inches  on  Nassau  street,  with  a 
width  of  nineteen  feet  at  the  west  end,  and  is  the  remain- 
der of  a  lot  of  ground  formerly  the  property  of  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Daniel  Aymar,  a  part  of  which  only  was  required 
for  the  widening  of  Aun  street,  in  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine,  and  was  so  appropriated  by  the 
Common  Council,  and  that  the  remainder  aforesaid,  being 
the  gore  in  question,  which  was  not  required  for  the  widen- 
ing of  Ann  street  as  aforesaid,  was  awarded  by  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Estimate  and  Assessment  to  the  Common 
Council,  for  the  aggregate  sum  of  eleven  thousand  three 
and  seventy  dollars  for  the  whole  lot,  of  which  sum  the 
amount  allowed  for  the  gore  lot  was  three  thousand  eight 
hundred  dollars,  which  sum  was  duly  paid  by  the  financial 
officers  of  the  Board  to  Peter  Embury,  Hannah  Aymer, 
and  David  Jacot,  deceased,  the  husband  of  Margaret  Jacot, 
one  of  the  present  claimants,  her  share  being  one-fifth 
part  thereof,  Peter  Embury,  two-fifths,  and  Hannah  Ay- 
mar,  two  fifths. 

And  your  petitioners  further  represent  that  on  the  twen- 
ty-seventh day  of  March,  1830,  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  consideration 
of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  released  and  con- 
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veyed  in  fee  to  James  Conner,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
remnant  or  gore  of  ground  aforesaid,  who  erected  thereon 
and  the  adjoining  lot,  a  valuable  five  story  brick  building. 

That  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  1835,  the  said  James 
Conner  for  the  consideration  of  fifty-five  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  sold  and  conveyed  in  fee  to  the  above  named 
Elizabeth  Dunkin,  deceased,  all  the  above  described  pro- 
perty, including  the  gore  in  question,  and  other  premises 
which  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  petitioners  as  ex- 
ecutors and  trustees  aforesaid. 

That  the  said  Elizabeth  Dunkin  and  her  representatives 
remained  in  undisturbed  possession  of  said  premises  until 
the  nineteenth  day  of  March,  1847,  when  Peter  Embury, 
Hannah  Ay  mar,  and  Margaret  Ay  mar,  widow  of  David 
Jacot,  above  named,  commenced  an  action  in  ejectment  in 
the  New  York  Superior  Court,  for  the  recovery  of  the  gore 
in  question,  as  the  representatives  of  the  late  Daniel  Ay- 
mar,  on  the  ground  that  the  law  under  which  the  Commis- 
sioners had  acted  was  unconstitutional  and  void,  and  that 
no  title  had  ever  vested  on  the  Common  Council. 

That  your  petitioners  immediately  employed  able  coun- 
sel to  defend  said  suit,  viz  :  Henry  £.  Davies  and  William 
Kent,  Esquires,  who  duly  appeared  for  the  defendants  in 
said  cause. 

That  the  cause  was  brought  to  trial  on  the  twentieth 
day  of  December,  1847,  and  after  a  long  and  well  contested 
trial,  in  which  every  important  fact  was  elicited  from  the 
testimony,  and  brought  before  the  Court,  a  verdict  was  ren- 
dered under  the  direction  of  the  court,  in  favor  of  all  the 
plaintifiTs. 
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The  defendaDts'  oouosel  having  excelled  Co  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  the  exceptions  were  argued  before  all  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  aforesaid,  who  after  advite- 
ment  for  some  months,  approved  of  the  verdict  of  the 
jury,  and  rendered  judgment  for  all  the  plaintiflb. 

That  thereupon  the  defendants  appedied  from  said  judg- 
ment to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  appeal  was  argued 
there  in  January,  1850.  After  due  advisement,  the  court 
reversed  the  judgment  of  the  New  York  Superior  Court, 
except  as  to  Margaret  Jacot's  one*fifth  part,  and  ordered  a 
new  trial  in  the  court  below. 

That  the  said  /lecision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  settles  an 
important  principle  favorable  to  many  who  hold  remnants 
of  lots  awarded  to  the  Common  Council,  and  afterwards 
sold  and  conveyed  by  them  to  individuals,  viz  :  That  the 
179th  section  of  the  act  of  April  1813,  which  empowers  the 
Commissioners  of  Estimate  and  Assessment  if  they  deem 
proper,  to  award  remnants  of  lots  part  of  which  are  re- 
quired for  opening  or  widening  of  streets  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  to  the  Common  Council,  is  not  unconstitutional 
if  done  with  the  consent  of  the  owners,  and  that  such  con- 
sent may  be  inferred  and  need  not  be  in  writing. 

That  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, a  second  trial  was  had  of  said  cause  in  the  New  York 
Superior  Court  at  its  last  January  term,  and  after  a  full 
examination  of  all  the  evidence,  the  question  of  consent 
was  fairly  submitted  to  the  jury,  who  found  a  verdict  a- 
warding  two-fifths  of  said  gore  lo  Peter  Embury,  two-fifths 
lo  Hannah  Aymar,  and  one-fifth  to  Margaret  Jacot. 
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That  the  right  of  Margaret  Jacot  was  not  contested  by 
the  defendants,  the  title  to  one-fifth  of  the  gore  being 
clearly  in  her  as  one  of  the  heirs  of  her  father,  Daniel 
Aymar,  and  not  in  her  husband  David  Jacot,  who  alone 
had  received  his  share  of  the  award,  without  the  consent 
of  Mrs.  Jacot,  her  receipt  or  deed  not  having  been  required 
by  the  Counsel  or  Treasurer  of  the  Board. 

And  your  petitioners  farther  respectfully  represent,  that 
anticipating  a  decision  of  the  cause  against  them,  and  to 
avoid  the  ruinuous  consequences  to  the  fine  property  of 
which  the  gore  in  question  forms  the  principal  value,  being 
the  whole  front  on  Ann  street  to  the  extent  of  seventy  and 
a  half  feet,  and  more  than  one-fourth  on  Nassau  street, 
your  petitioners  negotiated  an  arrangement  with  all  the 
plaintiffs,  and  satisfied  them  for  the  following  claims,  viz  : 

Value  of  the  ground, $5,000  00  , 

Mesne  profits, 2,600  00 

Plaintiffs'  costs  and  counsel  fees, 1,908  46 

Defendants'  costs  and  counsel  fees,. .  •     1,200  00 

And  your  petitioners  further  respectfully  represent,  that 
the  deed  of  conveyance  from  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New  York  to  James  Conner  as 
aforesaid,  contains  an  averment  ^^  that  the  gore  in  question 
on  the  confirmation  by  the  said  Supreme  Court  of  the 
report  of  the  said  Commissioners,  did  become  and  was  vested 
in  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  and  their  snccessors,  in 
fee  simple^  by  virtue  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  en- 
titled ^  an  act  to  reduce  several  laws  relating  particularly 
to  the  city  of  New  York  into  one  act,'  passed  April  19th, 
1813." 
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And  yonr  petitioners  further  represent,  that  the  said  Eliz- 
abeth Dunkin,  in  full  confidence  of  the  truth  of  the  aver- 
nient  aforesaid,  and  that  the  Common  Council  did  in  fact 
own  in  fee  simple  the  gore  in  question,  purchased  it  as 
aforesaid  of  the  said  James  Conner,  the  immediate  grantee 
of  the  Common  Council  ; — in  the  important  fact  so  em- 
phatically averred,  the  Honorable  the  Common  Council 
were  erroneously  advised  and  clearly  mistaken. 

By  that  mistake,  your  petitioners,  executors  and  trustees 
as  aforesaid,  have  been  greatly  aggrieved.  They  confidently 
look  to  your  Honorable  Body  for  redress. 

Relying  on  the  high  sense  of  right,  justice  and  equity 
which  has  always  characterized  your  acts  as  the  represen- 
tatives in  local  legislation  of  the  great  city  of  New  York, 
they  respectfully  ask  the  Common  Council  to  refund  to 
them  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  ($4,700)  paid 
for  the  gore  in  question,  with  the  interest  from  the  twenty- 
seventh  day  of  March,  1830,  the  date  of  the  deed  from  the 
Common  Council  to  the  said  James  Conner,  as  aforesaid. 

JOHN  S.  VAN  RENSSELAER, 
MAUNSELL  VAN  RENSSELAER. 
Dated,  Albany ^  May  5,  1851. 


723  (Doc.  No.  43. 


Under  the  act  entitled  ^^  an  act  to  reduce  several  laws  re- 
lating particularly  to  the  city  of  New  York  into  one  act,*' 
passed  April  9th,  1813,  proceedings  were  instituted  by  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  city  of  New 
York  (among  other  things)  for  widening  and  improving 
Ann  street,  on  both  sides  thereof,  between  Broadway  and 
Nassau  street,  and  for  closing  part  of  the  south-easterly  side 
of  Ann  street  within  the  same  limits.  By  the  179th  section 
of  that  act  it  is  provided  that  where  part  only  of  a  lot  is 
required  for  such  public  purposes,  leaving  a  residue,  the 
commissioners,  if  they  deem  it  expedient  and  proper,  may 
include  such  residue  in  their  estimate  and  assessment,  in 
like  manner  as  if  it  was  required,  and  that  such  residue  not 
required,  if  so  included  in  the  estimate  and  assessment, 
shall,  on  the  confirmation  of  the  commissioners'  report, 
become  vested  in  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty 
in  fee  simple.  Provision  is  made  for  payment  of  the  esti- 
mated value  of  such  residue  by  the  Corporation  to  the 
owners  thereof ;  and  the  Corporation  is  authorized  to  ap- 
ply the  land  they  acquired  to  public  uses  or  to  sell  and  dis- 
pose of  it. 

Under  the  authority  supposed  to  be  conferred  by  this  act, 
the  Commissioners  in  the  matter  referred  to,  included  in 
their  estimate  and  assessment  a  gore  of  land  now  forming 
the  northwesterly  corner  of  Ann  and  Nassau  streets,  which 
was  not  required  for  the  widening  or  improvement  in  ques- 
tion. Their  report  was  confirmed  in  1829,  and  on  the 
27th  of  March,  1830,  the  Corporation  sold  and  conveyed 
this  piece  of  land  to  Mr.  James  Conner,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 
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The  deed  of  conveyance  is  in  form  a  mere  quit  claim. 
It  only  professes  to  convey  the  right,  title  and  interest  of 
the  Corporation,  and  contains  no  formal  covenant.  It 
contains,  however,  a  recital  of  the  proceedings  in  reference 
to  this  gore,  showing  that  it  was  included  according  to  the 
19th  section  of  the  act,-^  as  land  not  required  for  the  in- 
tended improvement.  This  recital  also  states  that  the  gore 
in  question,  on  the  confirmation  of  the  commissioners'  re- 
port by  the  Supreme  Court,  ^^  did  become,  and  was  vested 
in  the  Corporation  in  fee  simple,"  by  virtue  of  the  before 
mentioned  act. 

Mr.  Conner,  the  purchaser,  enjoyed  the  premises  with- 
out disturbance  until  1835,  when  he  sold  the  property,  with 
his  improvements  upon  it,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Dunkin,  since 
deceased. 

Mrs.  Dunkin  and  her  representatives  enjoyed  the  pre- 
mises without  disturbance  until  1847,  when  the  original 
owners  or  their  representatives  commenced  an  action  of 
ejectment  in  the  Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
against  the  tenant  in  possession,  claiming  to  recover  on  the 
ground  that  the  provisions  of  the  179th  section  aforesaid 
authorizing  the  Corporation  to  seize  lands  not  required  for 
public  uses,  and  vest  in  itself  the  title  thereto,  are  uncon- 
stitutional and  void. 

An  opinion  has  long  prevailed  that  land  not  required 
for  public  use  could  not  be  taken  under  this  or  any  other 
statute  without  the  owner's  consent ;  and  also,  that  with 
the  owner's  consent,  manifested  by  his  acceptance  of  the 
sum  awarded  by  the  commissioners,  such  proceedings  as 
were  had  in  the  present  case,  would  vest  in  the  Corpora- 
tion a  perfect  title. 
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Mrs.  Dunkin  or  her  representatives  placed  their  defence 
on  this  latter  ground,  and  offered  evidence  that  the  owners 
had  received  from  the  corporation  the  sum  awarded  to  them 
as  a  compensation  for  relinquishing  their  interest  in  the 
premises. 

The  Superior  Court  overruled  the  defence  and  judgment 
passed  for  the  plaintiffs ;  but  the  Court  of  Appeals  sustained 
the  defence,  reversed  the  judgement  and  remitted  the  case 
for  a  new  trial  in  the  court  below.  2  Sandfard^s  Superior 
Court  Reports^  98  ;  3  Comstock^s  Reports  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals  J  611. 

A  new  trial  was  had,  and  the  defendant  failed  to  establish 
the  feet  on  which  his  defence  rested,  to  wit :  that  the 
owners  had  received  the  compensation  awarded ;  conse- 
quently a  verdict  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiffs. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  before  final  judg- 
ment had  been  rendered  by  the  Superior  Court,  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Mrs.  Dunkin,  apprehensive  of  a  decision 
against  them,  opened  negotiations  with  the  claimants  which 
resulted  in  a  confirmation  of  their  title  on  payment  of  the 
following  sums : 

Assumed  value  of  the  land, |6000  00 

Mesne  profits, 2500  00 

Plaintiff's  costs  and  counsel  fees^. .  1908  46 

Total, $9408  46 

The  costs  and  counsel  fees  paid  by  Mrs.  Dunkin's  repre- 
sentatives amounted  to  twelve  hundred  dollars ;  making 
their  whole  loss  in  consequence  of  the  imperfection  or 

2 
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fiiilure  of  their  title,  t^n  thouiaod  aii^  l^trndred  lUdd  evht 
dollars  aad  forty -six  cents. 

The  Corporation,  in  fact,  paid  the  sums  awarded,  but  it 
is  presumed  that  the  payments  were  not  made  precisely  in 
such  due  form  and  manner  as  to  render  the  acceptance 
operative  as  a  consent  to  t)ie  procee4ing}i  on  (b^  part  of  the 
owners. 

The  mode  in  which  the  defence  failed  as  to  one  equal 
undivided  fifth  part  is  thus  stated:  Margaret  Jacot,  the 
wife  of  David  Jacot,  owned  that  share  and  the  compensa- 
tion awarded  by  the  commissioners  was  received  by  her 
husband.  A  husband  having  no  right,  by  the  law  of  the 
land,  to  sell  his  wife's  real  estate,  his  acceptance  could  not 
divert  her  title. 

It  is  not  stated  upon  what  ground  the  proof  in  respect  to 
the  payment  for  other  shares  failed  ;  but  the  statement  of 
Mrs.  Jacot's  case,  and  a  moment's  reference  to  the  ordinary 
mode  of  conducting  such  transactions,  will  satisfy  the  com- 
mittee that  there  are  innny  ways  in  which  a  payment  by 
the  Corporation,  under  proceedings  of  this  kind,  might  fall 
short  of  establishing  the  owner's  consent.  The  payment 
by  which  such  consent  is  to  be  established  must  appear  to 
have  been  received  by  the  owner  himself,  with  knowledge 
of  the  proceedings;  and  such  owner  must  be  of  full  age, 
sound  mind,  and  under  no  legal  disability  to  convey  lands. 

The  case  was  defended   throughout  by  Messrs.  Henry 

£.   Davies  and  William    Kent,  and    compromised   under 

their  advice.     That  the  defence  was  conducted  with  skill 

and  diligence,  and  that  the   compromise  was  eminently 

judicious,  may  safely  be  assumed  without  further  ioquiry. 
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Messn.  Jbhn  S.  Van  Reossel^t  add  Manosell  VflfQ 
Rensselear,  ezecutore  of  thef  will  and  trustees  of  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Dunkin,  now  present  their  petition  lo  the  Common 
Council  praying  that  the  sum  of  four  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  the  Corporation  received  for  the  prem- 
ises, may  be  refunded  to  them,  together  with  interest  there- 
on, from  March  27,  1830,  the  dute  of  the  sale  to  Mr. 
Conner. 

It  is  correctly  stated  that  a  delicate  and  dubious  question 
of  constitutional  law,  deeply  affecting  the  action  and  inte- 
rests of  the  Corporation,  has  been  definitely  settled  by  the 
court  of  last  report  in  favor  of  the  Corporation,  nl  the  ex- 
pense of  the  petitioners.  It  is  truly  8it;ted  that  their  title 
has  failed  by  reason  of  a  mutual  mistake  upon  the  part  of 
the  Corporation  and  Mr.  Conner,  from  whom  Mrs.  Dunkin 
purchasi'd,  and  to  whose  rights  the  petitioners  have  suc- 
ceeded. The  petitioners  lay  much  stress  upon  the  distinct 
averment  of  the  Corporation  contained  in  the  deed  to  Mr. 
Conner  that  the  Corporation  bad  by  the  confirmation  of 
the  report  become  vested  with  the  title  in  fee.  They  say 
that  Mrs.  Dunkin  purchased  from  Mr.  Conner  the  imme- 
diate grantee  of  the  Corporation  in  full  confidence  that 
such  averment  was  true. 

The  question  presented  is  whether,  under  these  circum- 
stances, the  petitioners  have  any  claim  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion which  could  be  enforced  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity  1 

On  a  conveyance  of  land  by  mere  quit  claim,  like  the 
deed  in  question,  the  purchaser  takes  all  risks  as  to  the 
title ;  and  it  is  only  by  the  insertion  of  covenants  that  the 
seller  can  be  bound  to  warrant  the  title.    It  is  not  suggested 
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that  this  deed  contains  any  covenant  unlen  a  covenant  can 
be  implied  from  the  statement  that  the  Corporation  was 
vested  with  the  fee. 

Any  words,  however  informal,  will  be  deemed  a  cove- 
nant, provided,  upon  the  whole  instrument,  it  appears  that 
the  parties  so  intended.  In  this  case  there  is  oot  only  the 
absence  of  the  formal  words  ordinarily  employed  in  framing 
a  covenant,  but  the  whole  frame  of  the  deed  shows  that  the 
Corporation  did  not  intend  to  bind  itself  for  anything.  I 
think  all  that  is  stated  concerning  the  mode  in  which  the 
Corporation  acquired  its  title,  and  the  nature  of  the  title 
acquired',  must  be  regarded  as  matter  of  description,  inserted 
for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the  subject  sold,  and  not  for 
the  purpose  of  assuming  a  liability  to  make  good  and  verify 
such  statements  at  the  peril  of  the  grantors.  The  cautious 
abstinence  from  a  formal  covenant  of  seisin,  and  the  more 
impressively  cautious  limitation  of  the  granting  words  to 
the  ^'  right,  title  and  interest"  of  the  Corporation  instead 
of  conveying  directly,  and  the  usual  way,  the  land  itself, 
would  have  been  very  vain  and  unprofitable,  if  the  aver- 
menti  as  it  is  called  in  the  petition,  was  intended  to  ope- 
rate as  a  covenant,  that  the  Corporation  had  acquired  the 
fee,  such  a  construction  would  convert  most  quit  claim  deeds 
into  deeds  with  warranty,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  real 
intent  of  the  parties.  Mere  quit  claims  generally  contain 
some  statements  of  fact,  as  for  instance  that  the  land  quit 
claimed  was  purchased  by  the  grantor,  or  conveyed  to  the 
grantor,  in  some  way,  or  by  some  means  or  person  des- 
cribed. If  the  courts  should  hold  these  and  the  like  state- 
ments to  be  covenants,  it  would  generally  convert  the  in- 
strument, contrary  to  the  intent,  into  a  full  warranty  deed. 
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It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  the  revised  statutes 
had  been  enacted  when  this  deed  was  executed,  and  they 
provide  that  ^^  no  covenant  shall  be  implied  in  any  con- 
veyance of  real  estate,  whether  such  conveyance  contain 
special  covenants  or  not. " — 1  R.  S.  738,  §  140. 

This  section  was  not  adopted  with  a  view  to  cases  like  the 
present,  but  its  terms  have  an  application  to  the  attempt  to 
imply  a  covenant  from  the  words  in  question,  and  affords 
some  additional  strength  to  the  argument  against  the  pe- 
titioners. .  • 

Viewed  in  another  aspect,  this  statement  appears  still 
more  completely  divested  of  the  character  of  a  covenant  or 
engagement  on  the  part  of  the  Corporation.  All  the  fads 
recited  are  perfectly  true,  and  the  only  thing  stated  which 
has  proved  to  be  untrue,  is  a  mere  conclusion  or  inference  of 
law.  That  was  mere  matter  of  opinion,  smd  the  purchaser 
had  the  same  means  of  informing  himself  upon  it  as  the 
Corporation.  The  statement  of  the  petition  that  Mrs.. 
Dunkin  relied  on  the  averment  of  title  by  the  Corporation^ 
cannot  be  considered  as  precisely  correct.  She  probably 
relied  not  upon  the  opinion  of  the  Corporation,  but  upon 
the  opinion  of  Counsel  that  the  179th  section  was  consti- 
tutional.  Had  the  deed  stated  the  proceedings  generally, 
and  added  that  the  fee  was  vested  in  the  Corporation,  it 
might  be  construed  as  avering  that  a  due  payment  of  the 
sum  awarded  had  been  made  to  the  owners.  But  the 
statement  is  express  that  the  Corporation  founded  its  claim 
to  the  fee  upon  the  mere  confirmation  of  the  report.  The 
confirmation  must  necessarily  have  preceded  the  payment, 
and  consequently  there  is  nothing  in  the  deed  implying 
that  any  payment  had  been  made. 
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In  mj  opinion  tliere  it  no  covenant  in  this  deed,  and  in 
point  of  law  the  petitioners  bare  no  recourse  to  the  Corpo- 
ration upon  the  deed  or  contract  of  sale  by  reason  of  the 
failure  of  Ibeir  title. 

An  action  will  be  against  a  vender  who  fraudulently 
putsoflfupona  purchaser  a  title  which  he  knows  to  be 
bad ;  but  no  such  ill  fhith  is  imputed  to  the  Corporation  ; 
and  consequently,  in  point  of  law,  the  petitioners  must  look 
for  (heir  remedy  to  the  deed.  It  has  been  already  stated 
that  no  action  can  be  brought  upon  the  deed. 

On  principles  of  equity,  a  contract  may  sometimes  be 
rescinded,  and  the  seller  compelled  to  reimburse  the  pur- 
chaser  where  the  parties  have  tided  upon  a  muiual  mistake 
of  fact.  The  present  is  undoubtedly  a  case  of  mutu.-il  mis- 
take, not  indeed  a  mistake  of  fact,  but  a  mistake  of  law. 

A  purchaser  of  lands  by  quit  claim,  without  covenants, 
cannot  II vail  himself  of  this  principle  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract and  recover  back  his  purchase  money  on  the  mere 
ground  of  a  failure  of  title.  The  vendor  reAi^es  to  warrant 
because  he  chooses  to  sell,  if  at  all,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  purchaser  takes  all  risks  as  to  the  title.  The  thing 
sold  is  his  claim  or  title,  such  as  it  is,  subject  to  all  risks  or 
defects.  Covenants  of  warranty  would  be  of  little  conse- 
quence if  the  equitable  doctrine  of  rescission  applied  to  such 
cases.     I  think  it  is  wholly  inapplicable. 

By  a  purchase  of  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  Cor- 
poration, the  purchaser  acquired  the  possession  with  many 
incidental  advantges.  The  premises  seem  to  have  been 
enjoyed  for  about  fifteen  years  under  ibo  title  derived 
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from  the  Corporation  beforo  the  claim  for  meape  profita  be- 
gan. Tbat  title  seems  at  last  to  have  had  fome  value  io 
the  estimation  of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  ejectment,  for  they 
have  confirmed  it  on  very  favorable  terms.  Taking  all 
these  circumstances  into  view,  it  may  well  be  doubled 
whether  the  representatives  of  Mrs.  Dunkin  would  consent 
to  rescind  thewhole  transaction.  They  certainly  would  not 
consent  if  the  property  as  it  stands  is  worth  more  than  it  has 
cost  Mrs.  Dunkin's  estate;  and  if  such  is  the  case,  they 
have  no  claim  to  be  regarded  as  sufferers  by  the  mistake 
which  has  occurred. 

These  considerations  would  be  of  some  weight  in  deter- 
mining the  question  which  is  not  submitted  to  me,  4o  wit : 
whether  in  the  conscientious  discharge  of  those  moral  duties 
which  are  above  the  cognizance  of  human  tribunals,  and 
not  enforceable  by  any  legal  sanction,  an  individual  stand- 
ing in  the  place  of  the  Corporation  in  the  present  case, 
ought  to  make  compensation  to  the  petitioners  for  the  fail- 
ure of  their  title. 

I  leave  that  question  out  of  view,  and  confine  myself  to  ^ 
the  precise  question  presented  to  me.  Upon  the  whole,  I 
am  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  covenant  in  the  deed,  that 
fraud  not  being  imputable  to  the  Corporation,  no  recovery 
could  be  had  against  them  at  law — that  the  failure  of  the 
title  is  no  ground  of  rescision  in  equity,  and  consequently, 
that  the  representatives  of  Mrs.  Dunkin  have  no  claim 
against  the  Corporation  which  is  capable  of  being  enforced 
in  any  court  of  law  or  equity. 

CH.  O'CONOR. 
New  York,  May  26,  1851. 
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The  Fioance  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  an* 
nexed  petition  of  J.  S.  Van  Reosselaer  and  Mannsell  Van 
Renssellaer,  executors  and  trustees  of  Elizabeth  Dunkin, 
deceased,  respectfully 

REPORT : 

That  under  the  act  of  April  9,  1813 /commissioners  were 
appointed  for  widening  Ann  street.  They  included  in 
their  estimate  a  gore  of  land  forming  the  north-westerly 
corner  of  Ann  and  Nassau  streets',  not  required  for  the 
widening  of  the  street.  Their  report  was  confirmed  in 
1829,  and  in  1830  the  Corporation,  by  quit  claim  deed, 
conveyed  the  land  to  Mr.  James  Conner,  for  $4,700. 

In  this  deed  the  proceedings  are  recited,  and  the  Corpo- 
ration are  alleged  to  be  siezed  in  fee  of  the  premises  thns 
conveyed. 

Mr.  Conner,  in  1835,  sold  the  property,  with  his  im- 
provements, to  Mrs.  Dunkin,  whose  estate  is  represented 
by  the  petitioners. 

In  1847,  the  representatives  of  the  original  owners 
brought  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the  tenant  in  posses- 
sion, to  recover  possession  of  these  premises,  on  the  ground 
that  the  provision  of  the  act  under  which  they  were  taken, 
was  unconstitutional  and  void. 

This  action,  after  having  been  severely  contested  and 
carried  to  the  court  of  last  resort  in  this  state,  in  which  a 
principle  of  very  great  importance  to  the  city  was  settled, 
was  finallv  successful. 

The  parties  finsilly  compromised  the  matter — the  princi- 
ple of  law  having  been  pretty  clearly  settled — and  the  de- 
fendants paid  the  sum  of  $9,408  46,  besides  their  own  coets. 
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These  parlies  now  ask  to  have  the  money  paid  by  them 
upon  the  original  purchase  from  the  Corporation,  refund, 
ed,  the  title  from  the  Corporation  having  proved  worthless. 

The  present  Counsel  to  the  Corporation  having  been 
counsel  for  the  defendants  in  the  suit,  the  determination 
of  which  furnishes  the  ground  of  the  claim  presented  by 
the  petitioners,  was  unwilling  from  motives  of  delicacy  to 
advise  upon  the  subject,  and  your  Committee,  deeming  the 
matter  one  of  sufficient  importance,  obtained  the  opinion 
of  Charles  O'Conor,  Esq.,  upon  the  question  whether  the 
claim  here  presented  is  one  which  could  be  enforced  against 
the  Corporation  by  legal  proceedings.  His  opinion  is 
hereto  annexed. 

In  this  opinion  the  whole  subject  is  fully  and  elaborately 
discussed.  The  title  has  failed  through  a  mutual  mis- 
take upon  the  part  of  the  Corporation  and  their  grantee, 
but  not  of  such  a  character,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  O'Con- 
or, as  would  entitle  the  parties  to  recover,  by  a  resort  to 
legal  proceedings  against  the  Corporation. 

Your  Committee,  however,  consider  the  case  one  in 
which  strict  legal  principles  should  not  be  the  only  guide 
to  a  determination  ;  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  par- 
ties as  well  as  the  Corporation,  having  acted  under  the  full 
persuasion  that  the  proceedings  were  regular  and  valid, 
and  that  the  award  was  duly  paid  to  the  party  entitled  to 
receive  it,  and  especially  as  the  Corporation  have  received 
a  valuable  consideration  for  the  land,  upon  the  failure  of 
their  title,  the  parties  receiving  the  same  in  good  faith,  and 
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in  the  absence  of  legal  decision  upon  the  point  where  the 
title  failed,  are  equitably,  as  between  man  and  man,  enti- 
tied  to  receive  some  consideration  from  the  Corporation. 

And  while  your  Committee  do  not  feel  authorized  to  ad- 
vise or  recommend  that  the  entire  sum  paid  by  the  parties 
for  the  property  be  refunded,  they  still  retaining  possession 
of  the  property,  and  having  received,  probably,  benefit  in 
settling  the  matter,  from  the  fact  of  their  holding  the  same, 
your  Committee  deem  it  right  and  just  that  the  amount 
which  the  petitioners  have  been  obliged  actually  to  expend 
to  perfect  their  title  be  refunded  to  them.  This  your 
Committ^  have  ascertained  to  be  three  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedf  That  the  Comptroller  be  authorized  to  draw 
his  warrant  in  favor  of  J.  S.  &  M.  Van  Rensselaer,  execu- 
tors, &c.,  of  Elizabeth  Dunkin,  for  the  sum  of  three  thou- 
sand two  hundred  dollars,  being  the  amount  paid  by  them 
to  perfect  title  to  certain  property  sold  by  the  Corporation, 
corner  of  Ann  and  Nassau  streets,  upon  their  executing  a 
release,  to  be  drawn  and  approved  by  the  Counsel  to  the 
Corporation,  of  all  claims  against  the  city  by  or  by  reason 
of  such  sale. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOS.  BRITTON,         )  Committee 
EZRA  SMITH,  >         on 

JAMES  M.  BARD,    )    Finance. 
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